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IN .BRIEF 
CALENDAR APRIL 26 THROUGH APRIL 28 

Monday, April 26 Tuesday, April 27 VVednesday, April 28 

Learn abouttheOriginsofthe'Qur'an 
in a lectnre sponsored by the Muslim 
StndentAssociation. The event begins 

Help honor diversity. Attend the Presi­
dential A ward for Community 
Multicultural Enrichment ceremony 
in theRicbmondSalonofthe University 
Stndent Commons. The ceremony be­
gins at 3 p.m. For more information 

Want to learn how to search databases 
and Web sites for up-to-date infonna­
tion on prescription drugs? Register for 
a drug information resources class in 
Room 2-012 of the Tompkins-McCaw 
Library. The class begins at noon. 

- at6p.m. in Virginia Ballroom A of the 
University Stndent Commons. For 
more information contact Hareem 
Hanphy at (804) 692-5537. Those with 
special needs shouldcontact(804) 828-
9502. 

_ contact Tim Reed at (804) ?28-6500. 
TO register, visit http:// 
www.pubinfo.vcu.edultraininglit/ 
course_detail. asp ?lI()c 1750. Registration 
is limited to VCU stndents, faculty and 
staff. 

Monday 

fbt+11' 

Tuesday 

liN". 

Thursday 

flN!:' 

Recycle this Newspaper! 

For recycling information 
visit: www.vcu.edu/recycling 

Those with special needs should contact 
(804) 828-9502. 

Tree hugging takes 
on new meaning 

After an odd Earth Day protest, 
police detained two gay males 
Thursday after the couple climbed 
into a tree in New York City's 
CentralParkandperfOimedsexual 
acts on each other. The couple, 
ages 32 and 17, were protesting 
because the 17-year-old'sparents 
had allegedly disowned him after 
learning of the bizarre relation­
ship. Onlookers reported that the 
man, who was only wearing a 
black dress and a thong, climbed 
around the top of the 55-foot tall 
tree before he began to perform 
oral sex on the boy. Police nego­
tiators tried to talk the couple out 
of the tree for about five hours 
before they harnessed the two and 
pulled them down. Though no 
one involved in the melee was 
hurt, the couple was taken to the 
hospital for an evaluation. A 
NYPD spokesman said criminal 
charges would depend on _the 
hospital ' s evaluations. 

Beef-eaters ejected 
from buffet 

A couple was recently asked to 
leave a Salt Lake City restaurant 
after the manager said they had 
eaten too much roast beef. Sui 
Amaama,26,andhiswifelsabelle 
Leota, 29, are both on the low­
carbohydrate Atkins Diet. Leota 
said she and her husband thought 
the restaurant had an all-you-can­
eat buffet. The manager, how­
ever, says that the restaurant has 
never had an unlimited eating 
policy. He asked the couple to 
stop eating after Amaama went 
back to the buffet for a twelfth 
slice .of roast beef. When the 
couple refused to leave, the man­
agercalled the police. At the time 
of the incident, the couple was 
fmishing their second week of the 

mostly meat diet and had been 
going ' to the restaurant twice a 
week for the convenient buffet. 
"You can just go there and just eat 
meat," Leota said. "I really feel 
like we were discriminated 
against." Since the incident, the 
couple said they have no desire to 
ever retnrn to the restaurant. 

Rhino gets randy 
with a Renault 

A crazed rhinoceros decided to 
have his way with a passenger car 
in a British safari park. A group of 
visi tors got more than their 
money's worth as they watched 
Sharka, a 12-year-old 4,000-
pound white rhino, get it on with 
a Renault Laguna. Dave Alsop, 
the car's owner, was trying to 
take pictnres of the animal when 
the animal approached the ve­
hicle. "The next thing I know, 
he's banging away at the car and 
it's rocking like hell," Alsop said. 
Alsop was able to drive his badly 
dented car away but not after be-

item, but not before three bids had 
been made, the highest reaching 
25.50Euros. Themanwhoalleg­
edly placed the child up for auc­
tion.said he was only testing the 
auction system. 

Fake Hitler diary 
auctioned for 

thousands 

Diaries faked to look like they 
belonged to former Nazi leader 
Adolf Hitler were auctioned Fri­
day for $7,700. Konrad Kujau, a 
painter and antiques dealer who 
died fouryears ago, forgedHitler' s 
handwriting and sold 60 volumes 
of the fake records to Stern maga­
zinein 1983 fornearly $5 million. 
The diary sold was the last in the 
series. The final entry is dated the 
day Hitler committed suicide: 
April 30, 1945. 

Pooch eats golf 
balls 

~~g chased for a bit by Sharka. Libby, an 18-month-old German 
(Sharka has) got a bit of a repu- _. Shepherd used to fetch golf balls 

tallOn," s31d a park spokeswoman. ' . 
"H b ' It' t ." at the English course where her 

ewaso VIOUS yup 01 ag31n. 'owner, Mike Wardrop, works. 

Child almost 
auctioned on 

Internet 

A 41-year-old German woman 
and her male sidekick could be 
looking at prison time after they 
aIlegedlyputthewoman's8-year­
old daughter up for auction on the 
Internet. The state . prosecutor 
pushing this case said the couple 
will face charges of human traf­
ficking. The man allegedly posted 
a photograph of the child on an 
online auction system and asked 
for a starting bid of one Euro, 
approxirnately$1.l8. Afterabout 
four hours, the unnamed auction 
company found and removed the 

Then Libby started coughing 
blood. Veterinarians operated on 
her and discovered 28 golf balls 
in the dog's stomach. Wardrop 
said he had no idea the dog had 
eaten the balls, but said she can fit 
five in her mouth at one time. 
Wardrop said he bought Libby, 
who needed 30 stitches in the 
surgery, two soccer balls - be­
cause she can' t swallow those. 

Briefs compiled from 
news sources 

Cover photo by Pat 
Kane. 

Spectrum teaser by 
Dave Tyson. 
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Blix: U.S. acted on faulty intelligence 
Former U.N. official 
says administration 

Jailed to question 
reports on Iraq 
THOMAS GEHRING 
Staff Writer 

Former chief U.N. weapons inspector 
Hans Blix last week said the Bush admin­
istration based its decision to invade Iraq 
in March 2003 on faulty intelligence and a 
lack of critical thinking. 

'" think they were like witch hunters of 
past centuries," Blix said of the Bush 
administration. 

The lecture was part of the School of 
World Studies and the University Honors 
Program lecture series "Crossing Bound­
anes" and drew about 1,500peopleThurs­
day night to the Stuart C. Siegel Center. 

For the next 90 minutes, Blix gave his 
impressions of the U.N. inspections in 
Iraq and the buildup and aftermath of the 
war there last year. 

Blix said he doesn't think the U.S. 
government consciously misled its citi­
zens to justify the invasion, but they are 
"likely to think that anything that sup­
ported their view was correct." 

In his address to assembled faculty , 
staff, students and members of the Rich­
mond community, he discussed the lin­
gering questions surrounding the United 
States' intentions for invading Iraq last 
year, saying he didn't think it was about 
anything other than weapons of mass de­
struction. 

"Could ithave been to bring democracy 
to Iraq?" he asked. "Iraq had never had 
democracy before. lfthe fUIlbition (were) 

to make a democracy, it certainly has not 
helped it in that direction." 

The big question, Blix said, concerns 
what to do next in Iraq. 

"There are strong emotions about the 
war all over - this is all the more reason 
for attempting a rational analysis," he said. 
"We need to learn about the relevance of 
the Security Council, the U.N, charter, 
policy of containment, international in­
spections, acceptability of preemptive ac­
tion, intelligence to counter illegal devel­
opment, and ... our wish to be shown real 
reality rather than virtual reality." 

The former chief weapons inspector 
outlined the historical background of the 
United Nations and the global balance of 
power since World Warn, specifically the 
policy of containment developed by the 
West in response to the Sovie! Union. He 
also gave a summary of the history of 
Iraq's military programs since its war with 
Iran in the 1980s, saying Saddam Hussein 
would have had a nuclear weapon by the 
early 1990s had he not invaded Kuwait in 
1991. 

After the fall of the Soviet Union in 
1992, containment no longer became nec­
essary. 

"It was like cominginto a new world of 
hope and freedom. The effects of interna­
tional cooperation were enormous," he 
said. 

Referring to the coalition President 
GeorgeH. W.Bushputtogetherin 1991 to 
oust Saddam Hussein from Kuwait, he 
said many world leaders thought "the se­
curity provisions of the U.N. charter were 
at long last coming to life." 

Also, he said it was questionable 
whether the coalition would have marched 
on Baghdad because it included troops 
from Syria and from Egypt. He listed this 
as an example of the old policy of contain­
ment, which meantto keep Saddam "in his 

inspel=tors went to 
suggested by intelligence and didn't find anything," says Hans Bliic, 
former chief U.N. weapons inspector. 

box" and to "defang him." 
Following the Gulf War, the United 

Nations sent international agencies such 
as the United Nations Security Commis­
sion and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency to inspect Iraq for nuclear, bio­
logical and chemical agents or programs 
to develop them. These agencies, he said, 
received "on-demand" inspection rights 
and from 1991 to 1997 went to more than 
700 sites in Iraq, a nation roughly the same 
size as California. 

Blix said it became clear that while the 
Iraqis declared a rugh number of weapons 
at these sites, they didn' t declare every-

thing. Saddam's son-in-law, Gen. Hussein 
Kamal, the former director of Iraq 's Mili­
tary Industrialization Corporation, defected 
from Iraq to Jordan in 1995, claiming he 
gave an order in 1991 to destroy chemical 
and biological weapons without weapons 
inspectors there so the inspectors \\(ouldn' t 
know how much was destroyed. 

In light of all of this, Blix said, it was· 
surprising the Bush administration didn't 
question its intelligence reports leading up 
to the invasion. 

" It should have Deen significant that 
U.N . inspectors went to 700 sites sug-

BUXpmtinued to Page 6 

Mev SGA president seeks rec.ognition for university 
ANGIE CASTLEBURY 
Staff Writer 

Third-year dentistry student Gaurav 
Agarwal last week began his reign as 
VCU's Medical Campus Student Govern­
ment Association president. 

'" feel privileged," l\garwal, the former 
SGA treasurer, said. "At the same time I 
also feel a little bit nervous because it is a 
lot of responsibility. I'm looking forward 
to it because ' would like to make a differ­
ence and get more of what we (the stu­
dents) want out there." 

Agarwal, an active member of the Vir­
ginia Dental Association, said as president 
he wants to create more of a college atmo­
sphere by displaying VCU and MCV flags 
in the area so people will recognize VCU's 

presence. 
"People say that they drive through and 

don ' t even know that they are in (the) V CU 
or (the) MCV hospital areas," he said, 
"until they 're right in front of a building." 

Besides recognition, he said some fa­
cilities need a facelift. 

"I'd (also) like to see a little more im­
provement on some of the buildings," he 
said, adding that President Eugene Trani 
has addressed that is sue with the 
university's master-site plan. 

Kenney, this year's SGA president and 
a second-year medical student, said the 
SGAconnects thefiveschoolsoftheMedi­
cal Campus that include the allied health 
professions, dentistry, medicine, nursing 
and pharmacy. 

Before the day of the election, he ex-

plained that any medical student could 
throw a hat in the ring. Once the candi­
dates are on the slate, SGA members con­
sider the candidates' interests and experi­
ence before casting their ballots. 

"Willingness to fill your duties and 
availability," Kenney said, represent the 
key characteristics of an officer. 

Robert Clifton, dean of student affairs 
for the Medical Campus, furtherexplained 
that because students spend so much time 
studying, they do not have time to research 
the candidates before the election. 

'The student body wants it that way," 
he said, adding that the Medical SGA 
includes representatives from each school. 

Kenney said the SGA sponsored many 

Mev continued to Page 6 
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Final question of the semester 

1 

~. 

Where ya gonna put your stuff 'til next year? 

1110 W. Broad Street 
Next to the Siegal Center 

Phone:355~33 Fax: 3554806 

iI 

Seafood & 
Crab 

$2.49 sub of the month 
regular 6" sub 

One month FREE! 
\k!lid student 10 is required . 

Present this ad upon rental to redeem this offer at the following locations: 

5202 W. Broad St. 
• 804-285-2587 

3600 West End Drive 
804-527-0777 

e GE Storage Centers 
1-866-GE-STORAGE www.GEStorageCenters.com 

Your stuff can crash here. VVe have room. 
• Not valid with any other offrirs. See manager for details. Subject to unit availability and GE Storage Centers 
standard agreement. O ffer applies to new ren tals only. Coupon has no cash value. Expires 12131/05 
Promotion Code : VCU1FREE 

. 1 • 
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------------------------------~ 

Few people will ever 
this. But then, few 
to be a Marine 
School (OCS) is 
for a future beyond anything 
you could imagine. 

set foot in an office like 
people have what it takes 

Officer Officer Candidates 
the first step towards preparing you 

At OCS you'll develop the qualities you need to become a Marine 
Officer. Invaluable training that could lead to an exciting career in 
aviation. If you've got what it takes to be a leader of Marines, you 
could get an office with a spectacular view. 

SEE YOUR MARINE CORPS OFFICER SFLECTION TEAM 

MAR I NE OFFICER PROGRAMS 
\\ \\ \\ . Mari nt's. com 2002 

Text Books . 
New '& Used 

Bought & Sold 
Year Round 

Greeting Cards 

In the heart of VCU 
404 N . Harrison St. 

804.359.2365. 
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VCU built Phase 3 with students in tnind 
SHEENA DAVIS VCU students were an integral part of 
News Writer the building project, Reed said. 

"We had students serving on each of the 
As a part of the celebratory events sur- committees in order to get an idea of what 

rounding the April 15 Grand Opening of students actually wanted," he said. 
the University Student Commons, Tim The areas in which students partici­
Reed, director of Student Commons and pated were preliminary design, architect 
Aetivities gave a presentation on the de- selection, design committee and interior 
sign and construction of the new building. design. 

"The hardest part of this whole project In addition to creating more space for 
was trying to keep the building and ser- students, the Phase 3 team wanted tQim­
vices available to students," Reed said. prove services for students with disabili­
"Heating tlie building and keeping the ties and make the building more secure. 
food courts open really slowed down our "We wanted to create multiple ways to 
progress." get into the Commons," Reed said. 

Phase 3 was designed by Architects at He also said there were . a number of 
theNorfolk-basedClarkNexsencompany. federal standards that had to be met. 
The project, which began in June of 2002, The university plans to continue work­
added more than 35,000 square feet to the ing on the new plaza. This outdoor area 
existing building. should be complete by mid-Mayor early 

"We really wanted to create more qual- June, Reed said. 
ity spaces, and I think we have," Reed said. ''Tliis is a place where we can have 
'There are quiet areas on the second floor speakers, summer concerts, festivals and 
where students can study, interact with other events," he said. 
professors and catch up on some extra Although the actual construction of the 
sleep." plaza is paid for, Reed said this does not 

In addition to lounge spaces, the new include any amenities such as plants and 
building boasts a renovated theater and the . furnishings. The construction team hopes 
Richmond salons and Virginia Ballroom. to attain these funds through individual 

Reed said the engineers who worked on donations to the Commons Plaza Cam-
the building were chosen through a bid paign. The landscaping company hired to 
process. . layout the plaza's green space was their 
. "We received bids from companies 'all fIrst big donor, he said. 

over the country," he said. "Student organizations can donate 

of the committees in order to get an 
idea of what students wanted," says Tim Reed, director of the 
University Student Commons and activities. 

money to the campaign and get a bench 
named after them," Reed said. 

A1exaMerchant, aCommonsGo-Guide 
and third year-nursing student, said the 
new Commons will help to promote Presi­
dent Trani's idea of a student-centered 
university. 

"Here, you get the chance to interact 
with a diverse group of students," Mer­
chant said. "1 think students will really feel 
a sense of community andincniasedschool 

spirit." 
When asked about the university's future 

construction plans, Reed mentioned plans 
for the Business Building Auditorium and 
the Student Commons on the Medical Cam­
pus. He said the team plans to implement 
the same techniques in renovating Hunton 
Hall, the Medical Campus Student Com­
mons, in the next three to four years. 

'There will not be a Phase 4," Reed said 
jokingly. 

LalVtnakers kill atnendtnents 
to feticide, civil-unions bills Feticide crimlnaIization 

" 

KARA GLASCOE 
Capital News Service 

Legislation to criminalize feticide is 
back in Gov. Mark Warner's hands. 

. Last week, the Republican-controlled 
General Assembly rejected Warner's pro­
posed amendment to bills making it a 
felony to kill a fetus. 

The Democratic governor' samendment 
stated that legislation would not apply to 
legal abortions. But on Wednesday, law­
makers voted against the amendment, leav­
ing the bills untouched. 

Now Wamer must decide by May 11 
whether to sign or veto the legislation or 
allow it become a law without his signa­
ture. 

Ellen Qualls, the governor's press sec­
retary, said Wamer might not decide im­
mediately because he has 30 days to act on 
the bill. 

The feticide legislation was one among 
dozens of bills lawmakers considered dur­
ing Wednesday's reconvened session, 
when they act on the governor's vetoes and 
proposed amendments. 

The legislation would make the deliber­
ate and malicious termination of a fetus a 

Class 2 felony punishable by up to 40 years 
in prison. 

Warner announced his amendment April 
16. 

"Let me be clear: 1 fully support legisla­
tion that punishes violent acts against 
women, especially any violent act that 
results in harm to or the death of a pregnant 
woman and her fetus," he said. 

But the governor quoted abortion-rights 
advocates as saying the legislation "may 
be an attempt to chip away at a woman's . 
right to choose recognized by the Supreme 
Court. Supporters have denied that the bill 
has anything to do with abortion." 

So W1Uller said his proposed amend­
ment "should resolve that debate to the 
satisfaction of both sides. 1 have offered an 
amendment reading, 'Nothing in this sec­
tion 'is intended nor shall be construed to 
limit a woman's rights as recognized by 
the Supreme Court of the United States in 
Roe v. Watle.' " 

Abortion-rights opponents and many 
legislators objected to Warner's amend­
ment. 

"1 don' t see how any state legislation 
could have an effect on Roe v. Wade, 
which is a federal court decision to begin 

with," said Del. Allen Dudley, R-Rocky 
Mount. 

He said the proposed law would apply 
only ill rare criminal cases where a fetus is 
killed when its mother is murdered. 

"1 think it is going to bring those people 
to justice," he said: 

The House voted 31-69 against Warner' s . 
amendment. The amendment lost 15-25 in 
the Senate. 

The Family Foundation of Virginia, a 
conservative action group, called on 
Warner to approve the legislation in its 
original forni. 

''The governor's amendment was un­
necessary ani! added nothing to the pur­
pose of the bill- protecting women," said 
Victoria Cobb, the foundation' sdirectorof 
legislative affairs. "We would ask the gov­
ernor to lay aside his partisan leanings and 
simply sign the bill into law." 

Also during the session, legislators re­
jected Warner's amendment to the Afflf­
mation of Marriage Act, which would ban 
civil unions and other same-sex partner­
ships in Virginia. 

The original measure then passed by 

BIU,S continued to Page 6 
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BUX continuedfrom Page 3 

gested by intelligence and didn' t find any­
thing," Blix told the audience. "It would 
have been reasonable to conclude sources 
of intelligence weren' t very good." 

He next addressed questions about 
Iraq's behavior during the 1990s, specifi­
cally why its leaders behaved as if they had 
weapons of mass destruction. 

"Iraq lost its credibility in 1991 and 
never regained it," Blix said. "It was natu­
ral to construe their denials as lies after 
finding nuclear and chemical progfamS" 
that Iraq claimed it didn' t have. 

"It's hard to prove a negative," because 
the leaders of Iraq contributed to the situa­

. tion by "the way they conducted them­
selves." 

He specuhlted that Iraq's leaders with­
held infonnation during the 1990s for sev­
eral reasons. 

For one, Blix said Saddam was told 
incorrectly that the U.N. would only lift 
sanctions when he was gone. Also, Saddam 
possibly wanted the U.N. to think he had 
weapons of mass destruction, because it 
would make him appear as if he were 
defying the United Nations and United 
States, which would enhance his status in 
the Arab world. 

Since the Iraqis were also naturally sus­
picious of the United Nations, BIiX said, 
they had to assume the United States and 
United Kingdom had spies planted among 
the inspectors, and as time would tell , they 
were correct in .that assumption. It was 
widely known that UNSCOM had elec­
tronic apparatus to spy on Iraqi security. 

The U.N. inspectors, Blix said, tried to 
create incentives for the Iraqis to cooper-

Mev continuedfrom Page 3 

events this past year such as a Christmas 
toy drive and a formal for the medical 
campus. 

"It' sreally nice to get together everyone 
on our campus for social events," he said, 
because usually the different schools are 
isolated from each other. 

"( Another) of the main purposes of the 
SGA is to represent the whole student body 
to the administration." 

Clifton said the SGA stands in the posi­
tion as the organized portion of the student 
body. 

"Students often don't realize how in­
fluential they truly are if they are orga­
nized," he said, re-emphasizing the impor­
tanceoftheSGA. "(Medical)SGAleaders 
get heard when they speak up. People 
listen to what they have to say." 

NEWS 
ate. They would exercise all rights granted 
by the United Nations, but they would not 
try to humiliate or provoke the Iraqis. Blix 
said he isn't 100 percent sure none of his 
inspectors reported to their home coun­
tries, but he doesn't think any did. 

Blix then discussed how containment 
worked during the 1990s. With a combina­
tion of inspections and military pressure, 
the United Nations had "succeeded in dis­
arming (Iraq) without knowing it." The 
fmal conclusion was that Iraq had destroyed 
most of its banned weapons in 1991. 

Following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, 
Blix said, he saw how U.S. views began to 
change. He doesn' t think tllere was any­
thing more than military planning going on 
during summer 2002, but he compared it to 
putting a train on a rail: 

'The train can switch tracks, can speed 
up, slow down, but it is still on a course." 

He said right-wing motives in the United 
States and United Kingdom inspired the 
early 2003 decision. The decision to invade 
was made despite the U.N. inspectors' re­
port that they didn't have a "smoking gun." 
It took the IAEA less than a day to conclude 
that the report alleging Iraq bought 
yellowcake uranium from Nigeria to build 
nuclear weapons was a forgery, he said, and 
they reported that the aluminum tubes found 
were for rocket casings, not centrifuges. 

'Theevidence was certainly falling apart 
by February and March of2oo3," B lix said. 

Several members of the Richmond Con­
servative Forum protested Blix's appear­
ance. Alpheus Pope, leader of the protest 
and a Gulf War veteran, said they were . 
protesting because 13lix and his new book 
are against U.S. action in Iraq. 

Other 20()4.()S 
officers: 

Nikki Kissane and Chris Kenney 
student life .co-vice presidents 

Rozelle Baltazar 
social vice1>resident 

Helen Lawler 
philanthropy vice president 

MkhaeI. Webb 
treasurer 

Ryan Foley 
,secretary 

•• l'bmnas Tumer 
honor council chair 

"What we are doing (in Iraq) is right. 
Things are definitely improving," Pope 
said. . 

"Are preemptive strikes justified?" an 
audience member asked. 

Blix responded by asking if the U.S. 
would have found it acceptable to attack 
Pakistan before its nuclear test, or if it 
would have been acceptable for India to 
attack Pakistan. 

'The more distant a danger is, the less 
justification there is for preemptive action, 
which rests on intelligence. If there is some, 
then certainly, support by the U.N. Security 
Council could give it legitimacy." 

He explained that. there were very few 
U.N. members that e-ic"cluded armed action 
later if more inspections were precluded. 

"Neither the U.S. or U.K. was faced 
with an armed attack to justify self-de­
fense. Saddarn was a danger to his own 
people, but not a great or immediate danger 
to his neighbors." 

Finally, Blix addressed the long-term 
consequences of the Bush administration' s 
tendency to tum its back to the United 
Nadons. 

'There is no way a nation can extract 
itself from multilateral cooperation," he 
said. 

Blix was head of UNMOVIC (United 
Nations Monitoring Verification and In­
spection Commission) from March 2000 
to June 2003. He previously headed the 
International Atomic Energy Agency from 
1981 to 1997, when he oversaw inspec­
tions of Iraq' s nuclear program. 

- Managing Editor Kent Brockwell con­
tributed to this report. 

BILLS continuedfrom Page 5 

veto-proof margins - 69-30 in the House 
and 27-12 in the Senate. The bill will 
become law on July I. 

The legislation will "prohibit any civil 
union, partnership contract or other ar­
rangement between persons of the sarne 
sex purpp£!ing to bestow the privileges or 
obligations of marriage." 

Even though Warner opposes same-sex 
marriage, he said this law is unconstitu­
tional. This legislation, he said, could bar 
business contracts between people of the 
sarne sex or even joint bank accounts be­
tween mothers and daughters. 

Supporters of the bill said it would 
ensure that Virginia does not recognize 
civil unions and other marriage-like rela­
tionships approved by other states. 

We want to hear from you! 

Send your comments and letters to 
ctvcu@hotmail.com. 

Monday, April 26, 2004 

Warner 
cracks down 
on DUls 
SARAH E. KITE 
Capital News Service 

Gov. Mark Warner has signed into law 
980 pieces ofiegislation, including 20 bills 
to attack drivers under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs. 

One measure, by Sen. Nick Rerras, R­
Norfolk, will deny bail to motorists ar­
rested for DUI if they have three previous 
DUI-related convictions within the past 
five years. 

"My signature on these bills will pro­
vide Virginia with some of the toughest 
laws in the nation to combat drunk driv­
ing," Warner said. "Our message is clear: 
We will not tolerate those who endanger 
innocent Virginians by drinking and driv­
ing." 

A blood-alcohol level of 0.08 percent is 
considered intoxicated. 

Under the new laws, which take effect 
July I, drivers with a blood-alcohol con­
tent of at least 0.12 percent will receive a 
mandatory two-day jail sentence. Those 
with a 0.15-percentlevel will receive a 10-
day sentence. -

"I arn pleased to support these efforts to 
protect our citizens by increasing penal­
ties, providing more tools for law enforce­
ment, revoking driver's licenses, requiring 
ignition-interlock devices and seizing ve­
hicles," Warner said. 

Get The 
Commonwealth 
Times in your 

Inbox. 
RegJter now on our webstte and automatically recetve 

an Email Edition of the pap« wtth fNtIy new Issue. 

Headline News . College Sports • CamPU' Calendar 
Local Weother· Dally Horoocope 

H', the best way 10 stay Informed .•. ,-,Milt'. free. 

www.commonwealthtimes.com 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Babysitter> needed. Great pay. flexible 

$$$ bours. Musthavereferences & transportation. 
Complete on-line application at 
www.riverci!)!:sitt~I~:.J;;:Q[n or call 306-6090 

Manager for Laser Tag - Seasonal 
Seeking an energetic and motivated 

Work (or CoUege Works Painting. Learn a individual to manage our LaserTag business 
marketable and practical skill and business at a national theme park located in Doswell, 
fundamentals from a trained intern. Pay is Virginia. Will train , but supervisory and 
flexible, good painters make great cash. customer service experience is sought. The 
Foreman positions available. No previous business will operate weekends in April , 
experiencerequired.Bright,motivatedstudcnts May, September and October, and full time 
sought. CaD G.P. Manson at (804) 513·3325. May 29 through September 6. Pay rate 

starts at $ 11 .00 per hour plus a bonus 
Summer Jobs. Off from school for the program based on sales. Also.-seeking a 

summer? Work with people your own age. Supervisor at $8.J)O per hour plus bonus 
Local & long distance moving. program. Call (803) 329- 1878, fax resume 

FTIPT $9-$12Ihour. 434·977·2705. Apply to (803) 980-4806 , or e·mail us at 

online at www.studentservicesmoving.com kli 123@rhtc.net. 

movie extras/models needed ... Bed-Queen orthopedic matress & box 
B' 1 bed ... Bikini mod 
SI Need ElDplayees? 
bJ . 
ic SeUing Stuff? 

.E Gat salDet .. ing ta say? 
B· 

:tions. No exp.,req' 
Still in plastic w/ w 

. ne oe dlov thf.a tre 
!SS queen pillowtop 
1 bed ... Bikini mod 

spring break: 2UU4 ... tor local and statewide productions. No exp.,req' 
brandnew w/warrantv. Sll 0·. Can deliver. New. Still in nlastic w/ w 
icuet 

.Classified 
a tre 

movi ':lox 
Bedrc nod 
sprin. 

II[ lEE IllaS ts .,req' 
branc (8 '(/W 

icuet atre 
movi CIUititII16. oox 
Bedrc nod 
sprin 

Name: 
.,req' 

branc ",/w 
icuet a tre 

movi Date: !lOX 

Bedr, nod 
sprin. 

Address: 
.,req' 

branc v/w 
icue, a tre 
movi E-mail: oox 
Bedr, nod 
sprin. .,req' 
branc Text: v/w 
icue' a tre 

movi box 
Bedrt nod 
sprin .,req' 
branc v/w 
icue, (up to 25 words) a tre 

movi )OX 

Bedr, SublDit ta: nod 
sprin. ealDlDanwealt .. TilDes .,req' 
movi 

1149 TelDple Building 
oox 

Bedr, nod 
spring break 2004 ... for local and statewide productions. No exp.,req' 
brandnew w/warranty. $110. Can deliver. New. Still in plastic w/ w 

PIf Student Assistant Apt (or Rent available on May 12, 2004. 
KAPLAN TEST PREP & ADMISSIONS Single bdrrn. AU utilities included, IO min. 
seeks an energetic part-time Student Assistant from campus. Contact me bye-mail or phone 
for our very busy Richmond Center. H you ' re (804) 232-4123 for more information. 
a customer service dynamo with great com-
munication and organizational skills, you ' ll 
love thi s job! Days/eves/weekend hrs. PIf Test Prep Teach.r> 
15 hrsIwk. KAPLAN TEST PREP & ADMISSIONS is 
Enthusiastic people please e-mail resume and seeking dynamic people wi top scores on SAT, 
$ reqs to: maureeo_scott@kaplan.com. EOE GRE.GMAT, LSAT and MCATto teach prep 

classes in Richmond during eveslwkends. 

PREMIER ENTERPRISES - A POOL 
BA & strong presentation skills req·d. 

COMPANYINNORlHERNYAISLOOKlNG 
Paid training and excellent $. 

FOR SUPERVISORS, MANAGERS AND 
CaD 1-800-KAP-TEST.ttEOE 

LIFEGUARDS. APP",¥ ONLINE OR CALL 
1·877·SEE·POOL. wwW.premier411.com RoomlBatbroom in COLISEUM LOFfS 

for sublease. I to 2 bdrm.apt. private. shared 

Symphonic 13" TYNCR for sale $60. 
living room and kitchen. I" fl. Rent $495.00/ 
mo. all utilities included. Washer& dryer. 

YCR needs cleaning. Will deliver to YCU. Walking distance of YCu. Available May· 
804 232·2392 July. Call Julie (804)353-0162 

-custom Orders & Photographic 

~One-on-one customer service with 
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Monday, April 26, 2004 

Grad School 
Giveaway 

I----w- 'n multimedia essentials! 

Enter Kaplan 's Grad School Giveaway 
fo r a chance to win a f ree 42" Sony· Plasma 

TV, Sony· DVD Dream· System, or MP3 player. 

Visit kaptest.com/giveaway to enter today! 

• :I;j a I" I. ~~~::~t~::~~:i~!aWay 
Test Prep and Admissions 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Open to legal residents of the 50 United States and the District of 
Columbia and Canada (excluding the Province of QuebeC) and students residing ON A STUDENT VISA in these eligible 
jurisdictions who are eighteen (18) years of age or older as of March 15. 2004. LIMIT: One entry per person. All 
entries must be received Of postmarked by June 15. 2004. For additional eligibility restrictions and instructions to 
enter. see the complete Official Rules. available at Kaplan centers and orK:ampus sites in the U.S. and Canada. 
online at kaptest.com/gi .... eaway. or by sending a self·addressed. stamped envelope to "Grad School" Giveaway. 1440 
Broadway. a- Roor. New York. NY 10018. Thirteen (13) winners will be selected from all eligible entries received in a 
random drawing to be held on or about August 9, 2004, Odds of winning depend on total number of eligible entries 
received. Participation in this promotion constitutes entrant's full and unconditional agreement to and acceptance of 
the complete Official Rules. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED, TAXED OR OTHERWISE RESTRICTED. If you do not wish to 
receive ootice of future Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions promotions. contact us at Kaplan Test Prep and 
Admissions. Mari<;eting Department, 1440 Broadway. S"' Roor. New Yori<;., NY l001S. 

Get Moore or Less. 
New 2004'Saab 9-3 Sedan 

WAS $28,120 
Now$22,900 

We will Match or Beat any Compet itor's Deal! 
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Upcoming Sports 

Even~s 
Tuesday, April 27 

Baseball . 
at Wake Forest 3 p.m. 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Friday, April 30 

Baseball 
at William & Mary 7 p.m. 
Williamsburg, Va. 

Saturday, May 1 

~ 
at William & Mary 4 p.m. 
Williamsburg, Va. 
100.3 PM Radio 

Men's Track and Field 
George Mason Invitational 
Fairfax, Va. 

Sunday, .May 2 

Baseball 
at William & Mary 1 p.m. 
Williamsburg, Va. 
100.3 PM Radio 

For more information contact the 
veu sports line: 828-7000. veu 
sporting e\ ents are free to students 
with a valid student ID, 

The Commonwealth 

Preferred by more 

old gothic. churches . 

than any other 

newspaper. 

SPORTS 
The Commonwealth Tunes· 9 

Glass half full 
Men's tennis wins 9th straight CAA 
title; Women fall short to Tribe 

From news sources 

WILLLIAMSBURG - vCU's 
men's tennis team took three singles 
points and swept doubles competition 
to win the Colonial Athletic Associa­
tion Championship for the ninth straight 
season. 

The Rams, 24-3, have won the con­
ference championship every year since 
joining the conference in 1996. 

While last season's CAA player of 
the year Pedro Nieto dropped his No.1 
singles match with this season's CAA 
player of the year Izak van der Merwe 
6-2, 6-4, Marton Ott, Aorian Marquardt 
and Sergi Arurni came through for the 
Rams in singles competition. CAA 
rookie of the year Arnaud Le Cloerec 
lost in straights to ODU' s Zoltan 
Csanadi 6-2, 6-2, but teamed with 
Marquardt to win No. I doubles 8:3. 

Pairings and host sites for the 2004 
NCAA Men's Tennis Championships 
will be announced May 5. 

William and Mary topped VCU' s 
women's team for the second time in 
three years. The Tribe defeated VCU 
4-3 in the 2002 fmals , but the Rams 
pulled out a 4-3 win over W&M last 
year to claim their fIrs t CAA crown. 

Men's Tennis 
Quarterfinal 
#1 1 Virginia Commonwealth 4 , Towson 0 

Aside from being absoluruly flaw­
less , Virginia Commonwealth 
women' s tennis team did all they could 
to win the CAA championship. 

They took the doubles point from 
William and Mary with relative easy 
and won two of the fIve actual singles 
matches for a 3-3 tie, but the Tribe won 
the deciding point by default because 
the Rams had no one to play at the No. 
5 spot. 

William and Mary' s Megan Muth, 
ranked No. 24, had a tight match at the 
No.1 spot with No. 71 Silvia Urikova. 
Muth won a tiebreak in the first set then 
held offUrikova to win in straights, 7-
6 (2), 7-5. 

CAA women's rookie of the year 
Olga Borisova, ranked No. 59 in the 
nation, beat the Tribe's Lena Sherbakov 
in straight sets 6-3, 6-0, then teamed 
with Cristina Arribas to down Muth 
and Arny Wei in No. 1 doubles. 

Cristina Gago's 7-6 (5), 6-3 win 
over Lingda Yang gave VCU its other 
singles point. She and Silvia Urikova 
topped Yang and Kate Boomershine 
8-3 to win the doubles point. 

The Rams can still receive a bid to 
the NCAA regionals, which begm May 
14. 

VCU's tournament results 

Singles: I. No. 28 Pedro Nieto (Vell) d. Chris Rowland 
(TU) 6-0, 6-0 ; 2. No. 122 Arnaud LeCloerec (VCU) vs. 
IUai Dvir (TV) suspended; 3. Aorian Marquardt (yell) d. 
Doug Ferguson (TU) 6-0, 6-1;4. Francese Lleal (VCU)d. 
Tndd Nagel (TU)6-0, 6-0; 5. Daniel Lohff(VCU) vs. Dan 
Selzer (TU) suspended; 6. Doug Daub (VCU) \IS. Joel 
Young (TU) suspended. 

Pedro Nieto (VCOt6-2, 6-4; 2. Zoltan Csanadi (ODU) d. 
No. 122AmaudLeCIoerec (YCU) 6-2, 6-2; 3. ManonOu 
(VCU) vs. Calin Milos (OOU) DNF; 4. Florian Marquardt 
(VCU) d. Henrique Cancado (ODU) 6-3, 6-4; 5. Sergi 
Arurni (VCU) d. Niklas Oskanison (ODU) 7·5, 6-4; 6. 
Francese L1eal (YCU) d. Nate Grover (ODU). 6-1, ()"2. 
Doubles: 1. Le CloerecIMarquardt (yCU) d. Grover/van 
der Merwe (OOU) 8·5; 2. NietolOtt (YCU) vs. Csanadil 
Milos (ODU) DNF; 3. L1eaVArurni '(yCU) d. Cancadol 
Adriano Mello (bDU) 8·2. 

Women's Results Doubles: I . Lohff/MarqUardl (VCU) vs. Mike Edison! 
Navin Khan (TU) suspended; 2. NietolMarton Ott (VCU) 
d. NageURowland (TU) 8-1; 3. Sergi ArurnilLleal (VCU) 
d. DvirlFerguson (I'U) 8·0; 

Semifinal 
Virginia Commonwealth 4, UNC Wilmington 0 
Singles: I . No. 28 Pedro Nieto (YCU) vs. No. II I Danilo 
Mendes(UNCW)suspended;2.No. I22Amaud LeCloerec 
(yCU)vs. Cmo Piacentini (UNCW) suspended; 3. Marton 
Ott (yCU) vs. Rahul Rujk.heva (UNCW) suspended; 4. 
Rorian M""!uardt (VCU) d. Tim Meredith (UNCW) 6-3, 
6-2;5. Sergi Arurni (VCU)d. Scott Curry (UNCW)6-2, 6-
0; 6. Francese Lleal (VCU) d. Grant Holland (UNCW) 6-
0,6-3 
Doubles: I. LeCloereclMarquardt (YCU) vs. Mendesl 
Piacentini (UNCW) suspended; 2. Nieto/Ott (YCU) d. 
Curry/Holland (UNCW) 8-0; 3. ArurnilLleal (YCU) d. 
MeredithlRujk.heva (UNCW) 8·1. 

Championship 
veu 4, Old Dominion 2 
Singles: I. No. 18lzak van der Merwe (OOU) d. No. 28 

Quarterfioal 
Virginia Commonwealth 4, George Mason 1 
Singles: L No. 53 Silvia Urickova (yeU) vs. Maricel 
Ballester(GMU) suspended; 2. #71 Olga Bonsova (YCU) 
d. Jennifer Dektas (GMU) 6-1 , 6-1; 3. Cristina Arribas 
(VCU) vs. Jamie Delorie (GMU) suspended; 4. Cristina 
'Gago (VCU) d. Katie Sloper (GMU) 6-1, 6-0; 5. Camille 
Ripen (VCU) d. NatalieOudar(GMU) 6-0, 6-1; 6. Default 
to George Mason. 
Doubles: I. #59 AnibaslBorisova(YCU)d. DektaslDelorie 
8·0; 2. Gago/Urickova (VCU) d. Ballester/Sloper 8·1; 3. 
Default to George Mason. 

Virginia Commonwealth 4, George Mason I 
Singles: I . #53 Silvia Urickova(VCU)vs. Maricel Ballester 
(GMU) suspended; 2. #7 1 Olga Borisova (yCU) d. Jenni· 
fer Dektas (GMU) 6-1 , 6-1 ; 3. Cristina Arribas (yCU) vs. 
Jamie Delorie (GMU) suspended; 4. Cristina Gago (VCU) 
d. Katie Sloper (GMU) 6-1 , 6-0 ; 5. Camille Ripen (VCU) 
d. Natalie Oudar (GMU) 6-0, 6-1. 6. Default to George 

Mason. 
Doubles: I. #59 Arribas/Borisova(YCU)d. DektaslDelorie 
8·0; 2. Gago/Urickova (YCU) d. Ballester/Sloper 8· 1. 3. 
Default to George Mason. 

Semif'mal 
VCU 4, Old ~ominion I 
Singles: l. #53 Silvia Urickova (YCU) vs. #3 1 Nataly 
Cabana(ODU) suspended; 2. #71 Olga Borisova (YCU)d. 
KerstinEndlich(OOU)6-5,rer. ;3. CristinaArribas(VCU) 
d. Fernada Luiz (ODU) 6-4, 7-5; 4. Cristina Gago (VCU) 
vs. Larissa Santos (OOU) suspended 5. Camille Ripert 
(VCU) d. Coralie Herrmann (ODU) 4-6, 6-3, 6-0; 6. 
Default to Old Dominion 
Doubles: I. #59 ArribaslBorisova (YCU) d. Cabana! 
Endlich (ODU) 8-3; 2. Lui"Santos (YCU) d. Gago! 
Urickova (OOU) 8·1; 3. Default to Old Dominion. 

Championship 
William & Mary 4, VCU 3 
Singles: 1. No. 24 Megan Muth (W&M) d. No. 7 1 Silvia 
Urikova (YCU) 7·6 (2), 7·5; 2. No. 53 Olga Borisova 
(VCU) d. Lena Sherbakov (W&M) 6-3, 6-0; 3. Amy Wei 
(W&M)d.CristinaArribas(yCU)2·6.6-3,6-4;4.Cristina 
Gago (VCU) d. Lingda Yang (W&M) 7-6 (5), 6-3; 5. 
Emily Mowery (W&M) d. Camille Ripen (YCU) 6-1, 6-
0; 6. William & Mary won by default. 
Doubles: 1. No. 59 Olga BorisovaiCristina Arribas (yCU) 
d. No. 34 Megan Muth/Amy Wei (W&M) 8·3; 2. Cristina 
GagoiSilvia Urikova (yCU) d. Kate Boomershine/Lingda 
Yang (W&M) 8·3; 3. William & Mary won by default. 
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One death, 
two casualties 
JULIAN BENBOW 
Sporn Editor 

With all due respect to the family of 
-fallen soldier and former Arizona Cardi­

nal Pat Tillman, r m going to have to 
extend my 
condolences COMMENTARY 
to Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers defensive lineman Simeon 
Rice. 

In February 2003, fresh off a Super 
Bowl victory, Rice went on the Jim 

. Rome Show to talk with the edgy radio 
host. Tillman had joined the U.S. Army 
10 months earlier, and Rice played with 
Tillman in Arizona before leaving for 
Tampa Bay, so Rome asked Rice what 
he thought about Tillman's sacrifice. 

Rice's response? 
"He really wasn't that good, not really 

... Maybe it's the Rambo movies, maybe . 
it's Sylvester Stallone, Rocky, whatever 
compels him. Maybe it' s the 9-11 trag­
edy. Kudos to him." . 

Last Thursday Tillman was killed in 
an ambush while serving in Afghani­
stan. 

Try getting any sleep after hearing 
that news. . 

The past few months haven't been 
great for Rice as is. Sure he was a Pro 
Bow I selection for the third time after a 
season with 15 sacks and two intercep­
tions, but he didn' t even get to stay the 
whole weekend in Hawaii. . 

He suffered through a 7 -9 season with 
the defending-champion Bucs, then was 
sent home from Honolulu for disciplin­
ary reasons. 

Not even three months later, Rice 
finds out that the scrub he wrote off as an 
XFL talent that watches way too much 
TV died in Afghanistan protecting his 
country. -

For the next week, Rice is going to flip 
from channel to channel and see Tillman 
as an American hero that gave up the 
pampered lifestyle of a professional ath­
lete to do what he felt was his duty. 

He's going to open the newspapers 
and read about how Tillman didn't want 
any media attention or PR. He wanted to 
be treated like any other soldier. 

He's going to have to hear about how 
the University of Arizona will establish 
a scholarship in Tillman's name and how 
the Arizona Cardinals will retire 
Tillman's No. 42 after the 2004-2005 
season. 

All the talk about how good Tillman 
was as a person will have to eat away at 
Rice. 

r m not at all sorry for Rice if he loses 
anyone' s respect, but if he is haunted by 
the utterly stupid words he said on a talk 
radio show and slowly loses his sanity, 
he has my condolences. 

SPORTS 

Pats take series from Rams 
From news sources. 

FAIRFAX - Gone. 
Matt Prendergast's perfect record, his 

streak of 35 starts without a loss in the 
Colonial Athletic Association, Virginia 
~'s -=-:-,-:=-=-==-=-=.,---__ 
streak of seven CAA ROUNDUP 
CAA series 
wins, and its four-game wimiing streak 
over George Mason all gone. - . 

Brent Hitz allowed one run in seven 
innings, and Bruce Baldwin went 3-for-4 
with a RBI triple in a three-run eighth 
inning as the Patriots (13-2 CAA, 27-11) 
beat the Rams (10-5, 26-16), taking two of 
the weekend's three games for the first 
time since 2002. 

Hitz (3-0) retired the Rams' first 12 
batters and tied his career high of five 
strikeouts in just his fifth start of the sea­
son. 

Prendergast (8-1 ) threw seven innings, 
giving up a pair of runs on nine hits, but 
opened the floodgates in the eighth by 
walking GMU left fielder Adam Innerst to 
lead off the inning. . 

between trips to Delaware to end the sea­
son - an 18-17 combined mark. 
vcu. ....... ooo 010 000 -1 66 
GMU ..••••• OOl 010 03x - 511 0 
Prendergas~Meredith(8)andPanish;Hitz, Morrison 

(7) Mills (9) and Jacobsen. W - Hitz. L-Prendergast 

In other CAA games: 

• Dukes 6, Pride 5: James Madison hit 
five doubles and starting pitcher Brian leath­
erwood pitched a complet",game to sweep 
Hofstra, at University Field. Shortstop Davis 

. Stoneburner went 3-for-5 for the Dukes with 
his 13th double of the season. The Pride only 
managed rwo hits off Dukes starter BrianLeath­
erwood through the eighth inning. This marks 
the second time this season the Pride has been 
swept at home. 

• Blue Hens 11, Tigers 8: Kelly Buber 
went 2 for 4 with three RBI to extend his hitting 
streak to 17 games and Brian Yalichka also 
drove in threeruns as Delawaredowned Towson 
after blowing a 7-0 lead. The win extends the 
Blue Hens streak of2D-win seasons to 32 years 
while the Tigers lost for the fifth time in their 
last seven games. 

Reliever Cia Meredith finished off the 
eighth for VCU, but allowed Innerst and. 
two more runners to score. 

• Monarchs 9, Trihe3: Steven Harris had 
three hits and two RBI, while pitchers Dana 
Arrowood and Ricky Shefkaand held the Tribe 
to three runs, fanning nine as Old Dominion 
defeated William and Mary. Keith Hahn had 
thr"" hits and scored rwice, Bryan Cipolla had 
rwo hits and Brandon Carter scored rwice along 
with his rwo RBI. 

The Rams plated their only run in the 
fifth inning. Barrett Ripley's sacrifice fly 
drove in right fielder Joe 
Meader, who led off the in­
ning with his team-leading 
sixth triple. 

The Patriots, No.4 in the 
CAA preseason poll, are now 
three games ahead of the 
Rams in the standings. GMU 
has held down the top spot 
since it started conference 
play with a sweep of Will­
iam and Mary. 

George Mason has three 
conference series 1\'maining 
at Towson, at home against 
Delaware, and at James 
Madison. The three teams 
combine for a 16-22 record 
in the CAA. 

The Rams, face William 
and Mary this weekend, 
UNC Wilmington the next, 
and sandwich a home game Orenduff went nine innings Friday 

in VCU's only win of the series. 

Baseball standings Conference All games 
W L Ai, W re L f Ai, H 

George Mason 13 2 .86, 27 % 11 , .71 1 14-4 
VCU 10 5 .667 26 m 16 .619 20-9 
James Madison 7 5 .583 26 13 .667 19-7 
William & Mary 8 7 .533 28 14 .667 19-4 
UNC Wilmington 6 5 .545 20 16 .556 18-6 
Old Dominion 6 9 .400 17 24 .415 14-14 
Delaware 4 7 .364 20 16 .556 13-7 

A 
9-6 
6·7 
7-6 
7-9 

6-10 
3-8 
6-9 

Towson 5 10 .333 14 24 .368 10-11 4-13 
Hofstra 3 12 .200 11 24 .314 8-12 3-12 

N 
4·1 
0-0 
0-0 
2-1 
0-0 
0-2 
1'{) 
O.{) 
0-0 
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.from news sources 

Tennis racks up CAA 
honors 

VCU's men's and women's tennis tearns 
tookhalf of the Colonial Athletic Assocation' s 
end-of-the-year awards. Ranked No. 122 in 
the nation, Arnaud Le Cloerec became the 
eighth YCU player in the past nine years to 
claim CAA Rookie of the Year honors. Le 
Cloerec went 14-7 dual match record at No.1 
and No.2 singles with victories over three 
nationally-ranked opponents this season. 

On the women's side, Olga Borisova be­
came the first VCU player since 2000 to 
receive CAA Rookie of the Year honors. 
Borisova, ranked 53rd nationally in singles 
in the latest ITA rankings, posted a 16-5 
overall record at the number one and two 
positions, winttingmatchesoverfournation­
ally ranked opponents this season in singles. 
She is also ranked 53rd nationally in doubles 
with partner Silvia Urickova and 59th na­
tionally in doubles with partner Cristina 
Arribas. 

Paul Kostin eamedhis seventh CAAmen' s 
Coach of the Year award in the past nine 
seasons after guiding No. 11 Virginia Com­
monwealth to a 21-3 record. The Rams de­
feated 12 nationally ranked opponents this 
season, including four who are currently 
ranked in the top 25. 

Wilson leads track at 
Penn Relays 

Virginia Commonwealth's men's and 
women's track and field teams continued 
their 2004 spring season_by participating 
in the prestigious Penn Relays on April 
22nd and 23rd, highlighted by a school­
record performance from senior Fallon 
Wilson in the women's shot put. 

Wilson tossed 41 feet, 11 114 inches 
Thursday to best the previous school mark 
of 41-5 set by Nicole Beatty in 1994. She 
placed 21st overall in the event, three spots 
better than freshman . teanunate Ashley 
Rodgers, who put forth a throw of 39 feet, 
8 3/4 inches. 

Sophomore Tanika Brown tied for 10th . 
in the women' s high jump preliminaries 
after clearing 5-7. 

On the men's side, VCU's 2004 CAA 
champion 4 x 100 relay team offreshmen 
James Frierson, Juron Williams, Eric 
Coleman and Marcus Tyus placed sixth in 
their heat in a time of 41.70 seconds. The 
women' s 4 x 100 unit of so.phomores 
Zanishia Usher and Courtney Green, jun­
ior Cheri Manning and freshman Tesonia 
Twine finished in 48.87 seconds to finish 
ninth in their respective bracket. 
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Featuring the best FILMS in UNDERGROUND 

8ta.e 
WI.1I8tll.e 

...... FI-•• " •• t • • 11 • 
• it ...... 

COMING TO ROCK YOUR SCREEN SOON! 

April 19, 2004 
Style Wars Wpm) 

• , Dithers [9pm) 

April 26~ 2004 
The Freshest Kids 17pm) 

May 03, ,2004 
Wild Style [7pm) 

Monday, Apri 26, 2004 

. ... . 

·Virginia Commonwealth University 
Commons Theatre ~ 

~ 
All screenings FREE of charge , 
Early ar r ival suggested as capacity is lim ited . 
RSVP required at Scion.com/route . 



... 
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Platoon 
Leaders 

Class 
_ PLC is a high-inten­
sity internship where 
you attend paid train­
ing over the sununei' 

for 6-10 weeks. 

We develop and 
evaluate your Leader­
ship and Management 

Skills 

Upon completion of summer training you 
return to college to complete your degree. Upon 
graduation from college, you decide whether to 
accept a commission a~' a Second Lieutenant in 

the United States Marine Corps. 

wbat we guarantee: 

-Unsurpassed leadership and 
management training. 

-Pilot and ground positions. 
-Esprit de Corps, and pride in a unique 

accomplishment. 
-Competitive salaries for summer training. 

-Financial assistance for your remaining 
time in college. 

-For qualified aviation officer candidates, free 
flying lessons upon completion of training 

What we look for: 

-Men and women who" aspire to lead. 
-Men and women, freshmen through seniors. 

-Men and women who enjoy tough mental and 
physical challenges. 

-Americans who want to belong to an elite 
organization that prides itself on honor, courage 

and service to your country. 

You can contact Captain Michael E. Ceres or 
Staff Sergeant Sherri Runge at (800) 552-9548 for 

more information, or visit our website 
www.marineofficer.com 

MoIday, AprI26, 2004 

R9nt as Low as $435/ month 

CARRIAGE HOUSE 
APARTMENTS 

FEATURES 
• College students welcome 
• Financial aid 

accommodated 
• Fully furnished 

throughout 
• Full appliance package 

includes WID, microwave, 
refridg., range and disposal 

• Private decks and bay 
windows 

! Fenced and gated 
community 

• On bus line 
• High-speed Internet 

access 
• Blocks to VCU 
• Secluded courtyard 

728 West Marshall Street 
Richmond, VA 23220 

• VCU Shuttle 
. FLOORPLANS 
1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms 
DIRECTIONS: From 95 South, 
take Belvidere Street/exit 7613. 
Turn right onto leigh Street. Turn 
left onto Hancock and left onto 
West Marshall Street. The offic; is 
one block ahead on the left. 

(804) 343-0007 
~(804)343-1599 

OFFICE HOURS: 0-~_ 
Mon·Fri 9·5 • . _._ .. 

USE YOUR DEGREE TO GAIN 
IMMENSE POWER AND CONTROL. 

$1,250 in savings $500 graduation bonus 
'500 graduation bonus or + 
S750incus~omercash 1.90/0 APR for 60 months 

You can get either offer, even with no credit history: 

Get the Incred;ble power and control ofthe 227-horsepower, AlI·Wheel Drive SubaN WRX and get • 
.your choice of these e.xctusive offers. You deserve some credit. even if you have no credit history. It's 
a spedat graduation gift from Subaru to you. Visit a participating Subaru dealer or subaru.com today. = . _ 

Richmond. VA G 
Pence Subaru 
804·378~3000 
pel'l«subaru.(om 

Rlc.hmond, VA e 
Subaru of Richmond 
804'346-4000 
fichmond.5ubaru.com 

_ ,,-c-s __ 

• Stellar Performer Dealerships set a new standard in customer, service. 
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'Kill Bill' back for round 2 
MELISSA LYNCH 
Spectrum Editor 

"Kill Bill, Vol. 2" will shake you to 
the core. 

Interwoven with expository sequences, 
ditector Quentin Tarantino pierces and 
drags you through action scenes. While it 
has less blood than "Vol. 1," the violence 
is more psychologically grating. 

Uma Thurman returns as the Bride who 
wants revenge. While the tone of the movie 
turns darker and more disturbing than its 
predecessor, the actors carry the height­
ened acting style throughout both movies. 

Be forewarned: If you are expecting 
"Kill Bill, Vol. l " 'again, you won't get it. 
The pace is far 
from the nonstop 
samurai action of 
the fIrst, but "Vol. 2" 
fleshes out the story. It 
starts out slowly and 
builds up to scenes you will 
be talking about the next day. 

Pai Mei (Gordon Liu) is the 
highlight of the "Kill Bill" saga. 
Heappearsinaflashbackwhere 
the audience learns how 
Thurman's character got so 
good. The sparring be­
tween the Bride and Pai 
Mei recaptures the energy 
of "Vol. 1." Gordon Liu's 

Kill Bill: Volume 2 
Rated R for violence, language and 
brief drug use. 
**** (out of fIve) 

genius comes out through Pai Mei. His 
facial expressions and body language fIlls 
the film with much-needed comic relief. 

No villain except Bill really adds up to 
O-Ren Ishii (Lucy Liu) from "Vol. 1," but 
those are some big shoes to fIll. 

Budd (Michael Madsen), aformermem­
ber of the Deadly Viper Assassination 

Squad turned pathetic white trash 
bouncer at a strip club, isn't one of 
the more physical roles and there­
fore is the most 

forgettable. However, Madsen's subdued 
nature really highlights Thurman's energy, 
which is phenomenal throughout the fIlm. 

The fIght between Thurman and Elle 
Driver (Daryl Hannah) is priceless, but 
short. Hannah plays a great villainess, but 
there isn't much depth to her character. 
There is no real connection between 
Hannah and the audience. Lucy Liu and 
Thurman are both captivating, while 
Hannah is more obviously over-the-top. 

Tarantino really seJ~e bar too high with 
Lucy Lm II "Vol. 1," 15ecause Madsen and 
Hannah really don't come close to touch­
ing her, which is rather disappointing. 

Bill (David Carradine) really scratches 
that spot that's been itching since the be­
gin - ning of "Vol. 1." He is charismatic 

and even likable in an evil kind of 
way. Most importantly, 
Carradine doesn't make him 
too big. And Bill still has 

enough mystery about him 
to keep "Kill Bill" chat 
rooms buzzing. 

"Vol. 2" fInishes 
the saga well. Before 
you realize it, it will be 
over and you'll be beg­
ging for another round. 

Carb~n Leaf gives back to city 
BENJAMIN GIBSON 
Spectrum Writer 

"Are we boring yo~?" asked singer 
Barry Privett, lead singer of Carbon Leaf, 
a Richmond band that performed at a ben­
efIt concert for the Hanover Habitat for 
Humanity in a Mechanicsville church. 

The crowd response was overwhelm­
ing: No. 

Carbon Leaf opened the concert early to 
the glee of the crowd. 

Privett joked that the band had to be 
calmer in the church because band mem­
bers "couldn't hide behind the instruments 
like we can hide behind the acoustic ampli­
fIers which are common at our normal 
shows." 

Privett said Carbon Leaf has a new CD 
coming out and they will be performing 
again at Brown's Island. 

The crowd was mostly high school stu­
denl~ and some wt:re involved with the 
Habitat for Humanity project. 

"It was lovely and I've always wanted 
to see the band," said Cathy Loving, an 
audience member. 

Event volunteers like Marcia 
McGoward said the members of Carbon 
Leafare "fantastic and down to earth guys." 

The set list included "American Tale," 
"Get Me to the Church on Time" and a 
song about maintaining friendships. 

Privett said Carbon Leaf also donates to 
a few charities. 

"Each year we give a box of nails to 
Habitat for Humanity," he jokingly said. 
"We feel pretty good about that." 

Before the concert Millard Fuller, the ' 
founder and president of Habitat for Hu­
manity International, spoke urging people 
to get involved in Habitat for humanity. He 
especially encouraged teenagers to volun­
teer. 

Fuller said Hanover Habitat for Hu­
manity hopes to build between fIve and 10 
houses each year, Currently, they build 
one house each year. 
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WWE SmackDown! 

Rob Van Dam vs. Booker T: A 
pyrotechnic explosion goes off and 
while R VD is distracted, Booker T 
rolls him up for a pin. 

Paul Heyman says he is in charge 
while Kurt Angle recovers. Heyman 
accuses RVD of disgracing ECW. 
He also accuses the Dudley Boyz of 
becoming caricatures of their former 
ECW selves. In response, the Dudley 
BoyzattackRVD. Heyman calls it "a 
good start." 

Charlie Haas and Rico vs. 
Rikishi and Scotty 2 Hotty, Tag 
Team Championship match: Haas 
is disturbed at being Rico's partner. 
Haas pins Scotty 2 Hotty. 

Bradshaw vs. El Gran 
Luchadore: Mexican wrestling 
champion El Gran Luchadore chal­
lenged Bradshaw at the airport. 
Bradshaw wins by pin. 

Torrie Wilson is the fIrst guest on 
the new Cafe Rene segment. Renee 
Dupree says Wilson is responsible 
for Angle's injury. Wilson slaps 
Dupree and as Dupree is about to 
respond, John Cena stops him from 
attacking Wilson. 

John Cena vs. Chavo Guerrero 
and Chavo Guerrero Sr.: Dupree 
attacks Cena when the referee isn't 
looking. Chavo Guerrero pins Cena. 

Booker T says he's the biggest 
thingtohit"SmackDowl)."Thelights 
dim and the Undertaker's trademark 
bell tolls, so Booker T runs away. 

Eddie Guerre.ro vs. a Dudley 
Boy: D-Von DuOley ends up being 
Eddie Guerrero's opponent. Both are 
counted out, but Heyman insists the 
match much re-start until there is a 
winner. D-Von pins Eddie Guerrero, 
although Bubba Ray Dudley held D­
Von Dudley's feet for leverage. Af­
terthe match, Bradshaw attacks Eddie 
Guerrero. 

I 
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Spectrum 
CT Crossword: Current Events 

Down 
1. County in which a grand jury has in­
dicted Michael Jackson 
2. Greek voters rejected a U.N. plan to 
unify this territory while Turkish voters 
supported it 
3. Two of these collided in North Korea 
5. Hundreds of thousands gathered in 
Washinton, D.C. to rally for this 
6. South Africa's re-elected president 
7. PresidentBush opposed publishingpho­
tos of these, citing privacy concerns 
8. The government can seek the death 
penalty against this man, the Richmond 
federal appeals court decided 
11. It's going up for VCU students 
14. United States sanctions against this 
country were lessened Friday 

Solutions from AprIl 22 

Across 
2. Not in the draft,notatOhio State; what's 
this football player to do? 
4. The National Zoo closed its display of 
these animals after a Tuberculosis scare 
5. Ariel Sharon said targeting this man is 
no longer off limits 
9. China's first death this year by this 
illness happened Friday 
10. Iraqi police arrested five Iraqis in con­
nection to suicide bombings in this city 

12. Japanese automaker parting ways with 
Daimler Chrysler 
13. Ex-NFL playet killed in combat 
15. Positive AIDS tests have nearly ground 
this industry to a halt 
16. Arrested "7th Heaven" star 
17. The world's largest ocean liner, named 
after this queen, completed its first Atlan­
tic crossing 

Zodiac Cookies 

Taurus: Rule out nothing, except the unruly. . 
Gemini: Keep your head about you. It'll do you no good to leave it at home. 
Cancer : You're set. Nothing can stop you now except a brick wall. Just to 
be safe, think about plaster or wood for your new home interior. . 
Leo: It's time to finish things. Invest in a good wax or polish. 
Virgo: You embark on a new enterprise. Sorry, it's not a spaceship. 
Libra: You debunk an old theory. Now where's the poor old theory going 
to sleep? 
Scorpio: You get the best of both worlds. Unfortunately, the worlds are 
Neptune and Pluto. Enjoy your frozen rock. 
Sagittarius: Something happens this week. Or not. 
Capricorn: You're a superstar; just avoid going supernova. 

Zodiac Cookies 

Aquarius: You' re out of the running, which is good. You can rest your legs. 
Pisces: Now is a good time to find yourself. Maybe you're at home. Try 
there. 
Aries: Count your blessings. It won't take long. 

MoIIIIay, AprI26, 2004 

~&~~ 
Happenings 

Monday, April 26 
Melinda Johnson and Craig 

Beaven read work at 1708 Gallery's 
Moveable Feast. 6 p.m. 

319 W. Broad st. 643-7829 

Vesna Stankovic and the Rich­
mond Symphony play music of Rus­
sian composers Tcbaikovsli:y and 
Sbostakovicb at St Michael's Catholic 
Churcb. $4(l. 8 p.m. 

4491 Springfield Road 788-1212 

• The Chinese Stars and BalleJujah 
play at the Nanci Raygun. $6. 10 p.m. 

929 W. Grace St. 3534263 

Tuesday, April 27 
Shawn MuJlIns opellS for tile In­

digo Girls at the Carpenter Center for 
thePe.rformingArts, $30.50 or $34.50. 
7:30p.m. . 

600£. GmceSt. 225-9000 

MembersofSub1imeandtheLong 
BeachDubAD-8tarscombineinLong 
Beach Shortbus, Whicl\ will play at 
Alley Katz. $12 in advance, $15 at"the 
door.6p.m. 

10 Walnut Alley 943-2816 

TbeAnderson Gallery holds veu's 
MFA Thesis Exhibition Round 1. 
See work from all the tracks: painting. 
printmaking. communication arts and 
design, sculpnue. CI'afts, photographY 
and interior design, now through May 
2. ,If 

907 1/2 w. FriUIklin St. 828-1522 

Wednesday, AprIl 28 
ArtWorks~wOrkby gradu­

ate photo students at veo through the 
Aptil30. 

320Hull St. 291-1400 

Over SO 0Jiginal worlcs of various 
forms by VCU alUmna J ennifer 
~areondisplayato.fdWorld 
Prints Ltd. through AprU. 30. Tuesday 
through Friday 10a.m. to5 p.m.. Satur­
day, 10 a.m. tq. 4 pm. 

2601 H oyd Avenue 213-0600 

Got something 
going on? Have the inside track 

on some hot info? 
E-mail Melissa at 
Iynchmd@vcu_edu 
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COMICS 
Shoulder Chips Pete Temple 

Hey there, loya I readers! 
- We have a very special strip, 

featuring ARENlO! 
/ 

JOEBO, ' 
SIC HIMI . / 

Hello ladies! 
\ 

, 
Good people, lId like to make a statement 

regarding silv~rfjsh . They are neither 
made of silyer NOR made of fish. 

If either were the case, 
lId be a hell of a lot 

richer and a lot less hungry. 

~ 

I regret to inform our readers 
that Arenzo will no longer 

be appearing in "Shoulder. Chips." 
/ 

I'm 50 

a5hamed ..• 

KAYSODEEYAS! Erik Walton & Miki Owen 

ine: A vari 

~-- ... 



18 • The Commonwealth Tunes Monday, Apti 26, 2004 

EDITORIALS & LETTERS 
Letters to 
the Editor 

Dear Editor, 

Mother's Day is a time for honoriog our 
mothers and celebrating the importance of 
the maternal bond and, happily, many 
mothers will be able to spend this special 
day with their children. Tragically, some 
mothers will be prevented from spending 
Mother' s Day, or ANY day, with their 
young. 

In the United States, approximately nine 
million dairy cows give birth every year, 
and their calves are taken away from them 
immediately after birth. The female calves 
are typically raised to replace worn-out 
dairy cows in the milking herd, but the 
males are useless to the dairy industry, and 
so they are commonly used for veal. 

To produce veal, baby calves arechained 
by the neck in small wooden crates just two 
feet wide. They cannot turn around, stretch 
their limbs, or even lie down comfortably, 
and they will li ve in these crates for their 
entire lives. This severe confinement pre­
vents the cal·. es from exercising so their 
muscles cannot develop, and this keeps 
their meat tender. In addition, veal calves 
are fed an'all-liquid diet, which is deficient 
in iron and fiber-designed to produce bor­
derline anemia and the pale-colored flesh 
sold as veal. Veal production is so cruel 
that it has been outlawed in other devel­
oped countries. 

This Mother's Day, let's remember the 
dairy cows and their unfortunate calves, 
and let's pledge to outlaw the cruel practice 
of raising veal in the United States as has 
been done in other countries. 

Sincerely, 
Jessica K. Stovall 

* 
Dear Editor, 

* * 

I was appalled to read on last Friday's 
front page of the Richmond Times-Dis­
patch that the 933 W. Broad St. student 
housing development, the building that 
caused the Broad Street fire, failed to meet 
city building codes. This failure, I believe, . 
is a large reason the damage from the fire 
to surrounding buildings was as extensive 
as it was. Had the walls been constructed 
out of something other than wood, as the 
code specified, the damage to nearby build­
ings like the Broad Street Parking Deck 
and the arts building might have been more 
limited. 

In addition, an April 9 article links the 
cause of the fire to discarded cigarettes. 
Discarded cigarettes! Cigarettes, which 
are flammable, were mixed right in \¥ith 
ordinary trash. Between the code viola-

tions and this careless lack of common 
sense, I believe the fire is even more of a 
tragedy because of just how preventable it 
was. Perhaps it is a gooa thing, however, 
that the building caught fire before it was 
finished, because now the building will be 
safer, potentially saving students' lives 
once the building is occupied. 

In last Friday's article, VCU said that it 
did not have the responsibility of making 
sure the building met city code because it 
was simply leasing the building from an­
other developer, but even as the building 
was going up students were commenting 
on how an all-wood building in such a 
dense 'urban area was an incredible fire 
hazard, I wonld hope that in the future the 
university would take a more active role in 
ensuring quality, adherence to standards 
and the safety of its students when procur­
ing services like student housing from 
third-party contractors, 

Sincerely, 
Omar Yacoubi 

We wa"nt to hear from you! 

Want to reach the student bo~ 
ofVCU? 

Advertise witl{ 
The Commonwe~th l' 

THE Commonwealth 

TIlVIES 
DEVON MARROW 

Executive Editor 

PATRICK RYAN 
Editor of the Editorial Pages 

WRITERS -
Michael Dickinson· Terry Burton 
Alexander Marra· Erik Naiman 
Jeffrey Z. Qureshi· Lisa Chun 

Sean Van Damme 

The opinion section of The Com­
. monwealth Times is a forum open · to 
the public. Virginia Commonwealth 
University students, facnlty and ad­
ministrators are encouraged to submit 
letters and columns expressing their 
opinions and concerns. The opinions 
expressed are those of individual writ­
ers and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Commonwealth Times or 
VCU. Editorials represent the institu­
tional opinion of the CODUHonwealth 
Times. 

We reserve the right to edit all let­
ters for grammar, style and space. Let­
tersshouldnotexceed onesingle-spaced 
typed page. Letters must he signed.and 
must include daytime and evening 
phone numhers. 

Please send ' letters to 
CTeditor03@yahoo.com. Mailing ad­
dress: P. O. Box 842010, Riclunond, VA 
23284-2010. Drop box location: Room 
1149, T. Edward Temple Building. 
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Dh Danny Boy, the Pipes are appalling 
LlSACHUN 
Op/Ed Writer 

On Tuesday, April 27, the well-known 
political analyst and commentator, Daniel 
Pipes, will present a lecrure at VCU titled 
.---__ -,,-_--, "U.S., Israel, and the 

Politics of Peace" at 7 
p.m. at the VCU Stu­
dent Commons. Ilook 
forward to. this event, 
which is free to V CU 
students, because our 
university will prove 
its support for true 
American values · by 
offering students the 

chance tohear words from a true American 
patriot. 

My source for this admiration is from 
Pipe's Jan. 24, 2003 article in The New 
York Post called "The Enemy Within." In 
this article Pipes calls for Americans to 
show their dedication, concern and respect . 
for the security of this nation. Of course 

this dedication, concern and respect must 
come in the form of religious profiling, 
according to Pipes. Pipes stated, "There is 
no escaping the unfortunate fact that Mus­
limgovemmentemployeesinlawenforce­
ment, the military and the diplomatic corps 
need to be watched for connections to 
terrorism, as do Muslim chaplains in pris­
ons and the armed forces. Muslim visitors 
and immigrants must undergo additional 
background checks. Mosques require a 
scrutiny beyond that applied to churches 
and temples." 

I ask, why not agree with him? As 
Americans it is part of our job to 
save our freedom by scruti-
nizing Muslims. We must 
protect our liberty by 
butchering our core val­
ues on liberty. Part of 
our problems lies in 
mosques, in the 
presence of Mus­
lims around us dar-
ing to live their 

lives in America. 
Then again, if this is true, do I still want 

to be an American patriot? Well, what I 
really believe is that these are not actual 
American values. Despite my previous 
sardonic views on America, I have faith in 
this nation. I have faith that even though we 
can skew our good intentions and that even 
though we mess up every now and then, we 
are a good nation. My~~oyalty is condi­
tional though. I believe' that our govern­
mentis what it intended to be: an institution 
to serve the people that will only gain and 
keep authority if it fulfills its principals, 

including its promise to resPect 
every race, ethnicity and reli­

gion. 
So I disagree with 

Pipes, even though I 
understand his rea­

soning. I understand 
that as a nation we 
are facing some in­
timidating threats 
from certain Muslim 

extremists: Yet we cannot give in to the 
lowly desires that arise from fear. Our 
defense for America must not only come in 
iron fists and scrutiny but in standing by our 
ideals that make this a country worth fight­
ing for in the first place. I believe that if our 
government intrudes their hunt inside such 
places as mosques that they are again skew­
ing their good intentions, and as I said 
earlier, I will not stand by or uphold such 
actions. Profiling is not .a value I will re­
spect and that is why I have reason to doubt 
Pipes and this upcoming presentation. 

So I will not show support for Pipes on 
April 27 because I believe that he has poor 
views on our nation' s beliefs. I'd rather 
have our country face danger than fall into 
a crazed movement of prejudice and lose 
our decency. I also must say to Pipes that if 
he loves this country and hates terrorism, 
he will tell the students of VCU that our 
country is strengthened by its unity and 
respect for each other, not by suspicion and 
discrimination. And then I can call him a 
patriot with a serious heart. 

Wonten deserve tolerance and support 
TERRY BURTON 
OptEd Writer 

Tolerance. With controversial bills be­
ing signed into law recently, such as theLaci 
and Connor Bill which makes it a separate 
crime to harm a fetus during the commission 

of a felony, and a pro­
posed amendment to 
ban homosexuals from 
being allowed to 
marry, tolerance is 
bound to be a big po­
litical issue this elec­
tion year. 

Yef one doesn't 
have to look to the na­
tional level to see the 

need for increased tolerance of others view­
points. Sadly, examples can be found right 
here on our campus. Allow me to explain. 
Early this past week, coming from one of 
my classes I noticed fliers posted on one of 
the bulletin boards in Hibbs suggesting ways 
to end violence against women and steps 
men can take to help put an end to it. 
Glancing over the fliers I saw that they 
included rarely broadcast facts, such as, 
"One in four women will be the victim of an 
attempted or completed rape in their life­
time," and that most violence againsf women 
does not come from strangers but from 
intimates of the women. 

Being a women's studies minor, I was 
already aware of these facts and was glad to 
see that they were being given public expo-

sure, as the first step to solving any problem 
is to make people aware of it. 

Unfortunately, not everyone seems to 
share the view that violence against women 
is a major problem in our society and men 
need to take an active part in stopping it. 
Two days later as I was walking out of class 
I noticed the fliers had been defaced. Some­
one had written in red ink "bulls-t" on one 
of them and "men rule" on another. 

Ironically, it is the fact that men do indeed 
"rule" in this society that the problem of 
violence against women goes largely ig­
nored. For example, the major news net­
works cover the continuing violence in Iraq 
and yet pay little to no attention to the war 
against women that is going on in our own 
nation .. 

They don't report on the fact that every 
four days a woman dies, in Virginia alone, 
as a result of domestic violence. Nor do they 
report that approxi.lp.ately every two min­
utes a woman somewhere is raped. In fact, 
rape only makes the news if it is particularly 
brutal, or involves a celebrity trial. In such 
instances, the media often puts the victim on 
trial despite laws that make her past inad­
missible as evidence in court. 

Never mind the fact that the woman has 
been victimized once already - dredging 
up every facet of her past makes for a much 
better story for the viewing audience. Of 
course, the perpetrator's history is rarely, if 
ever, broughtto thepublic ' s attention. Why? 
In large part due to our continued accep­
tanceof sexual double standards where men . 

are "studs" for sleeping around, whereas 
women are looked down upon for equally 
enjoying their sexuality freely. 

There are those who still believe that a 
woman is "asking for it" if she is beaten or 
raped, as I imagine the mentality is of the 
individual who defaced the fliers. 

However ignorant and backwards I may 
feel those opiniO)1S are, it is the right of the 
individual who defaced the fliers to posses 

"Violence against 
women is not just a 
woman's problem; it 

affects all of us and only 
by standing together can 

we stop it. " 
them in this country, and I respect their right 
to their opinion. While that maybe, itisa sad 
commentary that whoever defaced the fliers 

. did not show equal respect for the opinion of 
. those who created them and felt the only 

way to express his or her opinion was by 
attempting to censor and deride facts that 
they did not agree with or believe. 

Perhaps most disrurbing is the fact that 
this individual is not alone on this campus in 
holding these beliefs. On Wednesday, April 
20, I approached one of the young women 
working with the Clothesline Project, a 
project intended to bring attention to the 

plight of women who have been sexually 
assaulted or abused, because she was hand­
ing out copies of the fliers I had seen in the 
Hibbs building and I informed her of their 
being defaced. While the news seemeil to 
bother her, it did not come as a surprise. She 
informed me that she had put some up in the 
restrooms, only to find later they had been 
torn down. 

On the flier titled, ' 'Things Men Can Do 
To Prevent Violence Against Women," one 
can fmd suggestions such as, "Support can­
didates for political office who are commit­
ted to the full social, economic, and political 
equality of women. Actively oppose candi­
dates who are not." 

Another statement found on the flier is, 
"Rapists speak in a male voice and act in our 
name. If it's not OK, say so in your voice, 
others will listen." 

While the individual who wrote "men 
rule" on the fliers in Hibbs may have no 
problem with rapists hijacking our sex in t1ie 
name of their masculinity, I certainly do 
have one. 

Rapists no more have the right to speak in 
our name than does the individual who 
defaced the fliers. Violence against women 
is not just a woman's problem; it affects all 
of us and only by standing together can we 
stop it. 

Men, as well as women, need to speak out 
against it and most importantly we I)eed an 
atmosphere of tolerance for an honest dia­
logue to occur if we wish to see any real 
changes in the world. 
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