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Evolution of the Concept of

“Abusive Language” and Its Contextual Shifts

MARUTA, Hiroshi

Abstract

When exploring the term “abusive language,” previous studies have mentioned
that the Goseibai Shikimoku (Formulary of Adjudications) contained provisions
prohibiting abusive language, and highlighted the challenge of understanding these
provisions within the modern sense of “abusive language.” This paper looks at the
historical evolution of the term “abusive language” from its initial appearance to the
present day, shedding light on the dynamism of the concept of abusive language as it
changes. It also examines the interference with other terms and the history of the rise

and fall of related vocabulary.
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