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Problem definition 

Increasing public mistrust regarding reliable health information 
Decreasing citizen adherence to health policies, often to the point of 
hostility

susana barreto
A minha sugestão é mais uma questão de estilo... eu tiraria o "problem definition" e deixaria o resto.

Cláudia Lima
convém ter um título por causa do layout. que tal contextualisation? @susanaxbarreto@gmail.com
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Problem definition 

The exponential rise of social media use has potentiated  
a range of phenomena such as fake news or pseudo-science  

The recent pandemic and corresponding public policies potentiated  
the proliferation of a range of misinformation

Cláudia Lima
@susanaxbarreto@gmail.com aqui tb sugeres tirar?
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Hypothesis 

Current online trends of disinformation and mistrust in health policies 
may be partly overcome through an exploratory employment of memes  
and reels. 

Communication Design and Media Arts may assist in this process by 
capacitating students and professionals in meme aesthetics and semantics. 
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Exploratory workshops 

Communication design students can play a vital role in translating and 
visualizing scientific information in a clear, accessible, and engaging 
manner. 

susana barreto
não tens imagens dos workshops para ilustrar este slide?

Eliana Santiago
Concordo com a Susana. Tens imagens muito fixes nestes contextos. Estar até ao slide 10 sem imagens ou sem grande variação de composição pode retirar dinâmica à apresentação.
Vou ver se encontro fotos
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Exploratory workshops 

Provide knowledge and skill to tackle misinformation 
Promote accurate scientific information 
Develop students’ critical thinking skills 

susana barreto
and same here
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Methodology  

A set of meme-related assignments under implementation in 
higher education Design courses in Portugal 
» Lusófona University 
» School of Arts and Design Caldas da Rainha 
» Faculty of Humanities, University of Porto



 9

Conceptual framework  

tactical media // figures of speech // storytelling // edutainment 
artivism // remix cultures // subvertising // culture jamming // hacktivism



Possible approaches  

translation of scientific jargon // accessible infographics addressing 
complex data // unexpected perspectives // before/after dynamics // 
humour and non-threatening irony // personal testimonies…



Lusofona University  

Anecdotes from everyday life 
Inconsistent health policies 
Allusions to the length of time of the lockdown  
Life before and during the pandemic 
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School of Arts and Design Caldas da Rainha  

Pandemic advice 
Scientific Jargon 
Did you know?: an interesting or surprising fact about the pandemic 
Before, During and After 
My Bioreel: a personal episode
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Faculty of Humanities, University of Porto  

Facilitate the production of infographics based on conspiracy theories 
surrounding Covid-19.



INÊS MACEDO PINTO // LUSÓFONA UNIVERSITY

susana barreto
this meme "toilet" will trigger a smile!



RAUL CHÃO RALHA // LUSÓFONA UNIVERSITY

susana barreto
tradução?

Cláudia Lima
pensei fazer verbalmente, parece-te bem @susanaxbarreto@gmail.com ?



ELEANORA KUZINA // LUSÓFONA UNIVERSITY



LUISA FERNANDES & SOFIA PINTO 
SCHOOL OF ARTS AND DESIGN CALDAS DA RAINHA 

susana barreto
este é um reel, certo?

Cláudia Lima
certo, animado



MARIANA MARQUES & RODRIGO CATERING 
SCHOOL OF ARTS AND DESIGN CALDAS DA RAINHA 



SARA CASTILLO // SCHOOL OF ARTS AND DESIGN CALDAS DA RAINHA 

susana barreto
reels tb



PATRÍCIA RAMOS // FACULTY OF HUMANITIES, UNIVERSITY OF PORTO 

susana barreto
sugeria traduzir o título

Cláudia Lima
que achas se o fizer verbalmente, no discurso @susanaxbarreto@gmail.com ?



Workshop observations 

Students are generally not keen on remembering COVID 
Focus should be on health as a whole 
Students have learned to evaluate and discern credible 
sources of scientific information 
They can act as pedagogues, while in the learning 
process themselves.

susana barreto
acho que poderíamos dar mais vida a estas observações. Hoje já não  consigo, tomorrow!



Outputs exhibit 

Memes, reels, and infographics will be showcased in a public exhibition



Thank you! 

Cláudia Lima · Heitor Alvelos · Susana Barreto · Marta Fernandes · Eliana Penedos-Santiago 

claudiaraquellima@gmail.com 
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