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Studying Abroad Has Positive Effect on
Students

Before coming to St. Norbert, siblings Joe Kools ’18 and Jason Kools °20 had different thoughts about studying

abroad. Jason, the younger and more extroverted of the two, always planned to head out somewhere. But Joe, the

older and more introverted brother, wanted to stay put. Ultimately, both opted to study abroad.

Here, Jennifer Kools, their mother, discusses how the experience was a huge positive for both. Joe attended Bond

University in Queensland, Australia, while Jason attended Anglo-American University in Prague, Czech
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his own, and it was very nice to see him do that.
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Jason didn’t want to go overseas with any friends, so he went completely alone. He did not know anyone, and
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he’d never traveled overseas before. But he knew it would be a lot of work in Prague, with a different language, .
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and he wanted to prove he could be independent and go for it.
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While Joe was in Australia, I could tell [from our conversations] that he was becoming more mature and coming Important

into his own more. He’s a really quiet guy, so when he’d be telling us all about where he went and what he did,
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and he was so excited about it, it was really amazing.

While Jason was in Prague, his program didn’t include food service. So he began telling us things like how he
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It was harder to reach Jason to FaceTime than Joe, because he was seven hours ahead of us. But we texted a lot.
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The first time my husband, Ed, and I traveled abroad together was to visit Joe in Australia. We went when he had online and subscribe to
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going to move there! issues. Find us

on Facebook, follow

We had the opportunity to visit Jason at the end of his trip. He showed us all of his favorite places, but he was our blog or subscribe
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The first thing Joe said when he got home [to Waukesha, Wis.] was, “Oh my gosh, I can’t believe how ugly it is
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here!” We’d had a late snowstorm in April updates via @St.
and he couldn’t handle the cold. In Norbert.
Australia, he never once put on long pants

or a jacket, and he said they had blue

skies every day.

When Jason got home, he kept saying he
was so tired, so wiped out. I think it was
because although his classes were in
English, the professors had a very strong
accent and it was hard to understand.
Plus, their accounting system was
different than in America, so that class
was very hard for him.

- After Joe got back, he was bolder and did
more self-advocating. He was more
willing to go outside the box and try new

§ things. He was more aggressive in his
1 life.

We could see Jason’s confidence had
gone way up once he was home. He was
so proud of what he’d done.

Joe now works at JPMorgan Chase in
downtown Milwaukee. During his interview, both recruiters asked him a lot about his time studying abroad.

Jason had a job interview recently, and he wasn’t even nervous. In the interview, they were so impressed that he
went alone to study abroad. They brought it up three times.

Jennifer Kools’ advice to parents

There are plusses and minuses to every program. “Jason’s didn’t have food service, for example, so he had
to cook for himself. But food cost next to nothing there. Australia was super expensive.”

¢ Do your homework. “We watched a lot of YouTube videos, like how to handle money. You never get
money in Prague’s main square or in the airport, we learned, and you never have open alcohol on the
street.”

¢ Get your paperwork in early. “Jason had loads of paperwork for Prague. And if you don’t have it perfect,
they’ll send it back. Our bank screwed up one letter, and we panicked.”

¢ Trust your gut, and let them spread their wings and fly. “We knew this would be a life-changing
experience for both boys, and we just had to trust in the way we’d raised them and trust they’d be safe. It
was hard, but well worth it.”
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