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Introduction 
 
 

This compilation of newspaper snippets is the result of several 
weeks’ online research that brought to light many items of 
local history forgotten over the past century or so. The title for 
this: A First Draft of History is just that. Newspapers of the 
time reported with as much immediacy as possible the current 
news stories as they happened. This is news in the raw as it 
were, before it passed into half forgotten memories and local 
myth & legend. The passage of time and the death of 
generations have made these items as forgotten or ill 
remembered as any of the ancient cities of the past. Through 
these snippets it is hoped to bring alive those people, places, 
and events that were lived with as much determination and 
passion as we do ourselves today. 
 
Most of the snippets came from just a few local and regional 
newspapers:  The Hazel Green Herald being the foremost in 
finding articles relevant to Cannel City and Caney. The 
Breathitt County Times, the Mount Sterling Advocate, the Clay 
City Times, among others, has enabled me to provide at least a 
glimpse into our collective and communal past. 
 
Part 1 will, of course, deal with Cannel City & the coming of 
the Ohio & Kentucky Railway and the resulting coal boom. 
 
Part 2 will deal with Caney, an already older community, once 
known as both Pinhook & Walnut Grove.  
 
 
 
 
Ron Gevedon 2011  
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