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Abstract 
Tourism is a critical sustainable social and economic activity that can empower local communities. The current 

study strived to explore decisive factors that might be used it promotes environmental protection. Governments 

worldwide might employ to improve conservation and the tourism sector. There is a need to sponsor more publi-

cations on tourism and the environment that provide rigor, insight, and significance. There is also a need to address 

critical impacts, including greenhouse gases for airlines, liquid wastes for cruise ships, water and energy conser-

vation for urban hotels, vegetation clearance, and wildlife displacement for rural resorts, and a range of direct and 

indirect local impacts on plants and animals for nature-based and adventure tourism in parks and wilderness areas. 

Governments need to work on economic models that address; currency exchange rates; airfares and taxes; land 

tenure and wildlife ownership laws; transport infrastructure; police, quarantine, and border security; investment 

law; public protected-area systems; and a variety of social pressures and fashions. The most effective means to 

improve environmental management in tourism is through laws and regulations for development planning, pollu-

tion control, and protected areas. In developed nations, tourism threatens conservation as property developers push 

to build private facilities inside public protected areas. In developing nations, tourism is a tool to fund conservation 

in public parks and private or communal lands. Visitors to the public, and protected areas contribute political and 

financial capital to park agencies. A few private tourism operators have converted areas of private and communal 

land to conservation. 

 

Key words: tourism; local government; environmental protection 

 

Streszczenie 
Turystyka jest kluczową zrównoważoną działalnością społeczną i gospodarczą, która może wzmocnić pozycję 

społeczności lokalnych. Celem niniejszego artykułu było zbadanie decydujących czynników, które można wyko-

rzystać w promowaniu ochrony środowiska. Rządy na całym świecie mogą zastosować środki w celu poprawy 

ochrony środowiska i sektora turystycznego. Istnieje potrzeba sponsorowania większej liczby publikacji na temat 

turystyki i środowiska, które dostarczają dyscypliny, wnikliwości i znaczenia. Należy również zająć się krytycz-

nymi skutkami, w tym gazami cieplarnianymi dla linii lotniczych, odpadami płynnymi dla statków wycieczko-

wych, oszczędzaniem wody i energii w hotelach miejskich, usuwaniem roślinności i wypieraniem dzikiej przyrody 

w ośrodkach wiejskich, a także szeregiem bezpośrednich i pośrednich skutków lokalnych, np. rośliny i zwierzęta 

dla turystyki przyrodniczej i przygodowej w parkach i na obszarach dzikiej przyrody. Rządy muszą pracować nad 

modelami gospodarczymi, które uwzględnią następujące czynniki: kursy wymiany walut; bilety lotnicze i podatki; 

prawa własności gruntów i własności dzikich zwierząt; infrastruktura transportowa; policja, kwarantanna i bez-

pieczeństwo granic; prawo inwestycyjne; systemy publicznych obszarów chronionych; oraz różnorodne mody 
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społeczne. Najskuteczniejszym sposobem poprawy zarządzania środowiskiem w turystyce są przepisy ustawowe 

i wykonawcze dotyczące planowania rozwoju, kontroli zanieczyszczeń i obszarów chronionych. W krajach roz-

winiętych turystyka zagraża ochronie przyrody, ponieważ deweloperzy nalegają na budowę prywatnych obiektów 

na publicznych obszarach chronionych. W krajach rozwijających się turystyka jest narzędziem finansowania 

ochrony przyrody w parkach publicznych oraz na terenach prywatnych lub komunalnych. Odwiedzający ludność 

i obszary chronione wnoszą kapitał polityczny i finansowy do agencji parkowych. Kilku prywatnych operatorów 

turystycznych przekształciło obszary gruntów prywatnych i komunalnych w obszary objęte ochroną. 

 

Słowa kluczowe: turystyka; samorząd; ochrona środowiska 

1. Introduction 

 

Tourism refers to a place's tourist attractions, its facilities, and the places where tourists can stay. From the tourist's 

point of view, tourism is the travel and stay of those who leave their permanent place of residence to go abroad 

for reasons other than migration or work, as well as the phenomena and connections that arise from these activities 

(Baum and Szivas, 2008) Tourism is foreign travel or camping. People do a type of travel and outing to satisfy 

their interest and give their minds a break. From the point of view of tourism resources, different tourism resources 

are made and can draw more tourists because of regional and local differences, meeting the need for something 

new and different. Tourism includes the tourism business and the industries and sectors closely linked to it. These 

industries and sectors provide services and support that are either material or intangible, like cultural, informa-

tional, human, material, financial, and intellectual resources (Siakwah et al., 2020). The industry is a kind of in-

dustrial cluster with various industrial lines. An industrial cluster is a grouping and collection of core resources 

and their related parts in a certain geographical area. Several industries work together to make the tourist process 

what it is. 

 

2. The Role Of Government In Improving the Tourism Sector 

 

When it comes to promoting and sustaining a country's tour that nation's government of that nation must play a 

role by employing specific strategies and procedures. Herein lies the significance of the government sector in 

tourism. Regardless of the type of job or industry in which you seek employment, you will always find that the 

government sector is involved in some way, shape, or form. 

 

2.1. Government's Function; Managing the Economy 

Typically, the function of the private sector is to generate prosperity for businesses, such as by developing new 

technologies or markets. The function of the private sector is to provide products and services to consumers seeking 

to make purchases. A higher rate of economic expansion than population growth (Siakwah et al., 2020). 

Since GDP per capita is not adjusted for inflation, it has consistently increased over time as prices have decreased 

(if they have remained relatively stable), resulting in an increase in economic production capacity while prices 

remain stable or decrease slightly, thereby increasing purchasing power. This indicates that individuals can pur-

chase more with their income. 

 

2.2. Government Spending 

Expenditure by the government on public initiatives and services is referred to as government expenditure. This 

can include international aid, military expenditures, social security payments, and health care programs. When you 

pay taxes, you provide a portion of your income to the government so that it may fund such endeavors. Addition-

ally, when you receive social security or unemployment insurance benefits, you receive funds from previously 

collected tax revenue. 

 

2.3. Government's Role in Social Welfare 

Public and Private Sectors: In Managing Security and social welfare: Do both the public and private sectors have 

a role? Charles Jones argues that as nations develop, they are compelled to strike a balance between state control 

of these essential functions and abdicating all responsibility to market forces. The answer is never simple, but it is 

one that every country must face if it wishes to remain prosperous. The government's influence on a nation's social 

welfare cannot be ignored. 

When discussing tourism and hospitality, the government sector plays two crucial responsibilities. When it comes 

to security and social welfare programs, the majority of states play a more active role in safeguarding their citizens 

from external threats (terrorism) and internal threats (crime). Second, some governments actively manage services 

such as healthcare and education. This may be accomplished through direct management or by providing subsidies 

to private companies. 
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While many governments directly assist the tourism and hospitality industries, others have elected to let the market 

determine how these industries operate. Governments have a substantial influence on the success of tourism and 

hospitality enterprises in any given region. 

 

2.4. Government's Role in the Growth of the Tourism Industry 

The private sector has played a crucial role in economic development through tourism. It is a significant source of 

foreign exchange revenues, job creation, and technological advancement for a nation. The government sector's 

function should be more supportive than regulatory. 

This can be accomplished by establishing a policy framework that promotes tourism activities and infrastructure 

facilities in order to attract foreign visitors. Tourism should target not only the domestic market but also the global 

market as well. 

The function of the government sector is to develop policies, support infrastructures, and offer incentives to inves-

tors and entrepreneurs so that they will invest in tourism-related business activities. For instance, many countries 

offer tax incentives to investors willing to invest in tourism-related businesses, such as hotels, travel agencies, and 

so on. These incentives may include tax exemptions or tax reductions. 

Government should significantly promote tourism through public relations campaigns, particularly for the inter-

national market. Advertisements, brochures, posters, and other promotional materials can be utilized to attract 

foreign travelers to their country. 

Additionally, the government sector should address safety and security concerns and environmental protection 

issues that may affect visitors when they visit a country. 

 

2.5. The Function of Government in Supporting Private Enterprise 

Governments can support private businesses by encouraging healthy competition between businesses, establishing 

clear standards for equitable practices, and establishing a favorable regulatory environment. In addition, govern-

ments can support private-sector development by investing in infrastructure that enables businesses to operate 

more efficiently. 

For instance, governments may invest in roads or public transport systems to facilitate the efficient movement of 

people and products. They may also invest in education systems to assure the availability of a well-trained labor 

force to employers seeking to hire individuals. Lastly, they may construct incentives (such as tax rebates) to en-

courage businesses to begin operations or relocate within their borders (Kabera and Tushabe, 2021). 

 

2.6. Government's Responsibility to Protect the Environment 

In recent years, both private companies and government agencies have placed a greater emphasis on environmental 

protection. Many governments recognize that conservation is a means of attracting visitors. Environmental pro-

tection is one of the government's many responsibilities in the hospitality and tourism industries. 

Local administrations are primarily responsible for providing sanitation services. This includes trash collection, 

recycling programs, and public restrooms. Although these services may appear banal at first glimpse, they are 

essential for maintaining high health standards in any city. Sanitation also protects tourist attractions from disease-

carrying rodents and mosquitoes, both of which could negatively impact tourism if left unregulated. Local admin-

istrations play a second significant role in ensuring public safety through law enforcement. 

 

2.7. Government's Role in Establishing Community Centers 

Community centers are an excellent method to bring individuals together. As we have demonstrated, community 

engagement is one of three essential factors for establishing trust, a crucial element in both business and tourism 

relationships. Community centers connect these two concepts by drawing people together around shared causes or 

activities.  

The government's responsibility is to develop community engagement programs that foster trust between local 

residents and tourists and between local businesses. This can be accomplished via contests, shared resources, en-

tertainment, etc. For instance, the city has sponsored a new competition among local restaurants to determine who 

can prepare the finest dish using only ingredients sourced locally. There are financial rewards (to entice partici-

pants), but the event also serves to promote local farms and food purveyors while highlighting some of the city's 

finest chefs. In addition, it gives consumers a reason to visit a restaurant beyond the menu and perhaps attempt 

something new. 

When it comes to growing the tourist industry, governments and their respective municipal authorities play a 

crucial role. Governments may influence the tourist industry's expansion and improvement by controlling re-

sources, regulation, infrastructure, and political connections. Although tourism is generally viewed as beneficial 

to a country's economy, government, society, and infrastructure, it often has unintended negative consequences. 

The degradation of natural systems and the loss of cultural legacy are two examples of these unintended conse-

quences (Kabera and Tushabe, 2021). Government officials and business owners must weigh the advantages and 
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disadvantages of tourist expansion. Understanding the interests, possibilities, and problems that may occur is es-

sential when analyzing the role of the government in tourist development. 

The government must watch out for the welfare of its people, economy, and international relations. Thus, it is up 

to the government to define the positive benefits wanted from tourism and set priorities accordingly. According to 

tourism experts, tourism is a major source of income and employment in a number of nations. The economies of 

countries heavily dependent on tourism often take a leading role in the industry's growth. Bringing in visitors who 

spend money on products and services, creating new jobs, and subsidizing new construction all help local econo-

mies thrive. Governments may provide incentives to attract investors, such as providing free land for construction 

or reducing the red tape involved in starting a firm. 

Governments create welcoming environments for businesses by relaxing regulations and offering financial incen-

tives. Increasing tourist numbers also boost commerce. Scholars note that it is impossible to ensure a balanced and 

continuous development of tourism and the economy due to the central government's poor performance and the 

lack of coordination between the many regional administrations. Without an adequate infrastructural base, there is 

no hope for tourism-led economic development. 

Some nations actively promote tourism so that their citizens and visitors return home with a more nuanced and 

informed understanding of the host nation, its religion, and its people. A good example of a nation that has worked 

to improve diplomacy and foster a better understanding between people of different cultures via travel is Saudi 

Arabia, which has actively sought the expansion of tourism to the West in the wake of controversies surrounding 

terrorism. Countries that depend heavily on tourism often take a neutral stance during times of international crises 

so as not to damage their industry. The role of local governments in defining, preserving, and disseminating cul-

tural legacies becomes more important (Buckley, 2011). The government is responsible for promoting the country 

as a tourist destination and improving its image abroad. Tourism policies are implemented to attract a wider variety 

of customers, regulate future growth, raise standards, attract spenders, and broaden the industry's offerings. Gov-

ernments may manage the influx of people and the mix of cultures entering the country by restricting immigration 

and monitoring those who attempt to enter. Europeans are often welcomed with open arms in most parts of the 

world because of the benefits they provide to the host country through commerce, good diplomacy, familiarity, 

and monetary infusion through the purchase of local products and services. The government is responsible for 

preserving the traditions of its citizens by safeguarding the nation's resources, economy, laws, and boundaries. 

Increases in crime, depletion of natural resources, and the destruction of important cultural and historical land-

marks are only some of the negative outcomes that have been linked to the growth of the tourism industry. Negative 

effects on local communities may result from a lack of management and the stress of dealing with large numbers 

of visitors. Commercialization, construction near natural or historic places, criminal opportunities afforded to na-

ive visitors, and the depletion of scarce resources are all examples of unintended consequences of efforts to boost 

the economy. The government should regulate immoral forms of tourism like sex tourism. Because of corruption, 

some governments turn a blind eye to tourists who engage in criminal behavior. 

The government's involvement in improving transport infrastructure is crucial to the growth of the tourist industry. 

Most nations have just one national carrier, and other airlines may face access limitations at their country's airports. 

It's possible that some popular vacation spots can only be reached by land or sea. Governments must invest in 

transit infrastructure if visitors are to be able to reach their desired destination. 

A lack of a common worldwide language might hinder tourism language. Some governments play an active role 

in educational institutions and language teaching to make it easy for tourists to get around and communicate with 

the locals. Some visitors may not find a language barrier, while others may have that impression reinforced. 

Countries that don't rely heavily on tourism revenue may not have the means or the will to accommodate a large 

influx of visitors. Countries that depend heavily on natural capital for tourism should take responsibility for pro-

tecting these resources. The term natural capital is often bandied around when discussing the contributions of 

tourism to developing nations. Those nations whose economies are heavily dependent on tourism must take extra 

care to protect the cultural landmarks that draw visitors to their country (Buckley, 2011). Inconsiderate trash, 

pollution, and commercial growth brought by increased visitors may negatively impact natural or historical land-

marks. The government takes an active part in the preservation of these places by funding and providing essential 

public services. Street cleaning, security, and historic building preservation are all examples of what these public 

services might include. 

Natural calamities may severely impact the tourist sector. Natural disasters such as earthquakes, cyclones, and 

tsunamis may wipe out whole communities and force governments to rebuild from scratch. After a natural catas-

trophe, it is the government's job to get things back on track economically. In addition to sending in rescue teams 

and working with governments abroad to promote tourism, this may also include helping to repair or replace 

damaged or destroyed infrastructure. 

Some of the world's most popular tourist spots are struggling due to a lack of funding. Water scarcity is one 

potential resource shortfall that might impact visitors' plans. Concerns about water availability are emerging as a 

major problem expected to impact the growth of tourism destinations worldwide. Governments are responsible for 

promoting and de-promoting their locations in light of resource availability and visitor volume. 
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The importance of governments' involvement in tourism at all levels is emphasized throughout this article. The 

lack of oversight and assistance from the government might have detrimental results or prevent the nation from 

realizing its full tourist and economic development potential. Negative media portrayals, corruption, and political 

instability may all lead to a decline in tourism mostly within governments' hands managements. In order to capi-

talize on the demand for tourism, the government must provide the infrastructure required to accommodate visitors. 

The sluggish recovery of governments after natural catastrophes may have detrimental effects on local economies 

and people (Rodríguez and Espino, 2016). The Tsunami earthquake and tidal wave that hit multiple Asian countries 

is a prime example of an event that hurt the economies of many different nations. Because of the excellent coor-

dination between these many nations and international organizations, many of these economies have stabilized 

again. Governments must exercise oversight to mitigate the negative impacts of tourism on cultural and environ-

mental assets, public safety, and the economy. Public schooling has a crucial role to play in removing linguistic 

and cultural obstacles to tourism at an early age. Governments must step in to prevent bad images from being 

projected in the tourist industry since its influence may significantly impact fostering positive ties between coun-

tries. Familiarity tourism aims to improve the country's public image by exposing visitors to its culture and allow-

ing them to learn about its past. Visitors must have positive experiences to share with their friends and family back 

home since word of mouth is an effective means of spreading the message throughout the globe. 

 

3. Sustainable tourism 

 

As the modern tourism industry has a significant impact on the world's economy, environment, and society, its 

growth is intrinsically linked to all three aspects of sustainability that are considered central to the concept of 

sustainable development. Given the ongoing growth of the global economy, society, and technology, tourism must 

achieve sustainable development by analyzing new and specific forms present in the business. One of them is the 

growing importance of clusters, or groups of related businesses, institutions, and other entities that operate in the 

same geographic area and work together towards common goals. These innovations will help pave the way for 

breakthroughs on a global scale, which in turn may define enterprises' operations under more efficient organiza-

tional forms that generalize ideas, provide a competitive edge, and create exciting new opportunities in the tourist 

industry. Therefore, issues surrounding the development of tourism that is both sustainable and economically via-

ble are inextricably intertwined with competitiveness as a result of ever-increasing innovations in all facets of 

business. As a company, tourism is highlighted for its unique characteristics, including its flexibility, reliability, 

and capacity for strategic planning. Assumptions for the enterprises offering tourist services to collaborate in the 

implementation of innovations are made possible by the extensive connectivity of structural components influenc-

ing the tourism sector. 

Tourism is often regarded as a key driver of global economic growth. For the eighth year in a row, the global 

economy grew at a slower rate (3.2% in 2018) than the travel and tourism industry (3.9%), according to the World 

Travel and Tourism Council. One out of every five new jobs over the last five years has come from the travel and 

tourism industry, making it the ideal partner for governments seeking to boost employment (Kabera and Tushabe, 

2021). In light of these facts, it is clear that the tourist industry is one of the world's most important economic 

drivers. The tourist industry relies on a healthy and natural environment, yet this dependence might have unin-

tended consequences. For this reason, several significant studies have focused on the environmental impacts of the 

tourist industry. 

The phrase green tourism refers to vacations that are conscious of their impact on the natural world. According to 

studies conducted in 2018, tourism is responsible for 8 percent of the world's total CO2 emissions. Consequently, 

ecotourism's significance has never been higher than it is right now. This has led to the creation of a number of 

long-term standards for sustainable tourism that outline the sector's primary environmental indicators, such as 

those related to climate change adaptation, pollution prevention, renewable energy usage, waste management, and 

so on. As was previously said, advances in innovation, research, and technology may help us better address the 

environmental concerns that come with expanding our tourist industry. The European economy is on the mend 

following the Great Crisis, but it faces fresh dangers from things like global pandemics (Jenkins, 2020). Due to 

this predicament, technical progress has stalled, which is bad for the economy and the environment since it means 

fewer measures are being taken to increase the use of renewable energy. Renewable energy consumption can have 

a direct effect on lowering global temperatures. The globe is still reeling from the effects of the last economic 

crisis, and with other nations' economies slowing, Europe has very little time left to develop into an economic 

superpower. There has been a noticeable increase in spending on research and development and an emphasis on 

social sustainability concerns. It is also crucial to highlight the role tourism plays in enhancing the quality of life. 

One of the main goals of sustainable development is improving people's quality of life, which has implications for 

the tourism industry both in terms of the services they provide visitors and the way they treat locals. By extrapo-

lating from specific remarks, assumptions may be made about how to improve people's lives and forestall another 

global economic meltdown. 
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Experts in the tourist industry claim that despite the plethora of indicators designed to track the industry's progress 

towards sustainable growth, most of them have proven ineffective. To identify easier methods to attain sustaina-

bility in tourism or to answer the issue of whether or not various theories, computations, and other processes of 

sustainable development promise more effective and sustainable growth of the tourist industry, scholars are look-

ing into this subject. Seven main indicators have been identified that may be used to assess the tourist industry's 

impact on the environment and society at large: job creation, company vitality, quality of life and water, waste 

separation, energy savings, and volunteerism. Many baby steps add up to a more sustainable tourism industry, but 

consistency is key. Restricting the subsequent procedure by particular characteristics would be counterproductive 

since bolstering sustainability in any industry is an ongoing endeavor. 

Finding the issues that need fixing is the first step towards making your tourist company sustainable. Non-tradi-

tional tourism, garbage sorting, and improper seasoning are some of the industry's biggest headaches. Once issues 

have been recognized, a strategy and plan of action can be developed to address them. Now that the activities have 

begun to be implemented and favorable activity results have been obtained, the next step in bolstering sustainable 

tourism is to take further steps to guarantee the acquired result's stability. 

Sustainable tourism development can be defined by analyzing scientific literature and focusing on the following 

key aspects: the creation of new workplaces, including employment opportunities in tourism destinations; the 

preservation of the natural environment; the mitigation of climate change; the reduction of pollution and waste; 

the promotion of green and sustainable consumption practices; and the creation of new tourist attractions. These 

influences are felt in various societal contexts, including local employment and unemployment rates, general 

mood, the accessibility of social services in popular tourist areas, etc. For trash management, environmental preser-

vation, and other ethical concerns in the tourist industry, ensuring socially responsible or sustainable travel is now 

more important than ever. 

Despite the fact that the concept of sustainable tourism destinations has been studied extensively, some authors 

have pointed out some weaknesses, including the fact that (1) attention is not paid to the tourism demand at the 

destination level, (2) discussion of resource sustainability usually fails to appreciate that resources evolve with the 

changing needs, preferences, and technological capabilities of society, and (3) many authors and practitioners 

enthusiastically promote new types of tourism. Sustainable tourism, in this sense, involves both the steady expan-

sion of tourism's positive effects on the economy and society and the careful management of the planet's natural 

resources in response to data on visitor interest. So far, no research has been conducted to aid managers in making 

decisions that will maintain or improve the tourist destination's competitiveness by identifying and analyzing the 

most important sustainability aspects in connection to performance. Researching this vital area allows for the de-

velopment of frameworks and approaches that improve the competitive performance of sustainable destination 

management models. 

As new tourist attractions spring up all over the globe, the race to attract those visitors has heated up. Managers of 

popular tourist attractions must ensure the destinations' performance and competitiveness based on productivity 

and marketing models if they are to maintain the destinations' sustainability and profitability. Destination perfor-

mance is a vital management tool. However, it has been the subject of relatively few papers. The vast majority 

have looked at several facets of performance, including brand equity, marketing, pricing, customer retention, op-

erational effectiveness, management, and data envelopment analysis. Assaf and Josiassen conducted a separate 

investigation of the tourist industry's productivity. To develop a ranking of nations, a tourist performance index 

was developed (Baum and Szivas, 2008). These writers identify eight factors that contribute to successful tourism: 

We may categorize these factors into eight groups: (1) tourism and associated infrastructure; (2) economic circum-

stances; (3) security, safety, and health; (4) tourist pricing competitiveness; (5) government policies; (6) environ-

mental sustainability; (7) labor skills and training; and (8) natural and cultural resources.  

As a result, no comprehensive research has been conducted on the destination's efficiency in terms of its environ-

mental impact. The only way to ensure the long-term success of the destination, its economy, and its society is to 

focus on performance over the course of many years. Moreover, performance evaluation can be approached from 

various angles. The success of the destination is evaluated from two angles in this research. The first perspective 

takes into account metrics like occupancy, quality, economy, employment, etc., whereas the second evaluates 

success according to metrics like customer loyalty, satisfaction, and perception. In conclusion, in order to maintain 

or improve a destination's competitiveness, it is required to create theoretical and practical models that establish 

the major sustainability components of a destination's sustainability (Bramwell and Lane, 2010). Achieving a high 

and sustained performance level necessitates defining and managing these aspects in this setting. The tourist des-

tination's resources and capabilities, represented by the key components' variables, must be economically and 

ecologically sustainable in order to have a long-lasting, good effect on society. Therefore, the key sustainability 

factors are the primary drivers in managing sustainable tourism destinations for sustainable performance. Simul-

taneously, the achieved performance is essential to cultivate continuous improvement and, thus, achieve a sustain-

able long-term competitive advantage. 

The greatest nature-based subsectors, in terms of economic output, are those that include substantial investment in 

infrastructure for lodging and recreation, as well as the movement of related amenity workers and the construction 
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of new homes for their residents. In such situations, nature serves primarily as a recreational area. Some major 

ones include the ski industry, marinas, and the beach tourism industry. These types of trips are categorized as 

mainstream or mass by researchers (Kubickova and Campbell, 2020). Despite the fact that many ski resorts are 

built on public property that was initially set aside for forestry or conservation, their location and layout are deter-

mined by topography and climate. Industrialized countries' beach and marina industries are often intertwined with 

their respective coastal towns. The enclave resort is the predominant pattern in Third World countries, and its 

variations may evolve into full-fledged resort cities. Although most tourism businesses are privately held, the 

government owns and operates the sector in some nations. The government officials in several countries privately 

own them via patronage networks. 

Many outdoor tourist activities attract large crowds but require less expensive infrastructure. The vast majority 

may be accessed as either free, self-directed activities or paid organized tourist attractions. Consumptive, adven-

turous, and (non-consumptive) nature-based activities are the three broad classifications that may be applied to 

them. All of these may have both aquatic and terrestrial elements. Consumption-based nature tourism includes 

activities like fishing and hunting for fun. 

Instead of appreciating nature, the primary goal of adventure tourists is to have a thrilling time in the great out-

doors. However, there is a lot of crossovers between these three motivations and the design of commercial prod-

ucts, which frequently combine elements inspired by nature, adventure, and culture. Many adventure activities are 

conducted in breathtaking settings, and wildlife watching may be both entertaining and informative. There are at 

least 45 distinct outdoor pursuits available as part of the adventure tourism industry. Risk assessment and the 

factors motivating people to participate have been studied extensively. Less is known about the structure and 

packaging of individual products, such as the role of specialized participant abilities and distant icon destinations. 

Tourists who aren't looking to buy anything may participate in a wide variety of nature-based activities. The world's 

national parks, wilderness regions, and other public lands and waters are vital to the success of this industry. 

Tourists, both independent and part of organized tours, and locals all frequent them. Tourism that relies on certain 

animal populations or protected areas has been the subject of many studies, particularly with regard to tourist 

numbers and economic scale/impact/social-economic value. Less is known about the economic impact of environ-

mental damage on the tourism industry. Ecosystems and biodiversity are often economically valued, but nature-

based tourism is one easily observable monetary component. 

Climate change is already changing the relative allure of various tourist places, for various activities, at various 

times of the year. In many popular ski resorts across a variety of countries, the ski season is getting shorter, and 

the snow quality is getting worse. Some coastal areas may experience more frequent and severe storms, and rising 

ocean temperatures and acidity are damaging coral reefs, both of which are impacting popular dive destinations. 

Fires in forested and wooded regions pose a greater threat to national parks and wilderness areas, which might 

force them to close to the public. There is a risk that in the future, places that are today safe from certain human 

illnesses, viruses, parasites, or poisonous animals and plants will no longer be safe. Native ecosystems that serve 

as tourist attractions may lose part of their appeal if they are overrun by invasive species such as weeds, feral 

animals, or plant and animal illnesses (some of which may have been spread by the visitors themselves). The 

tourist industry as a whole may be impacted in a wide variety of ways. 

 

4. Location and Property Rights 

 

There is a wide range of land tenure systems and kinds among countries, each with its own set of rights and 

responsibilities. These variations, in addition to their attractions and accessibility, are crucial to the geography and 

structure of nature-based tourism. The design of nature-based tourist goods, their effects' management, and their 

contributions to conservation may all be profoundly affected by legal differences at tiny scales. National parks and 

other protected areas; public lands set aside for primary production or multiple use; private freehold or long-term 

leasehold; communal titles and community-owned lands, including Indigenous reserves of varying types; and un-

developed land. When it comes to the planning and execution of profitable tourist goods, each has benefits and 

drawbacks. 

Commercial tourism is often prohibited in public parks and reserves in most nations. Small-scale, low-impact 

mobile guided tours commonly receive operating licenses from many parks. Rarely do governments permit the 

construction of extensive private housing or infrastructure without some tenure-related legal or political dispute 

dating back decades or even centuries. Businesses catering to tourists may benefit greatly from setting up shops in 

parks. They may immediately make use of the public's natural features and tourist infrastructure without having to 

pay any of the associated expenditures (Liu et al., 2020). Public funds are being used for advertising to a captive 

audience of prospective customers. Due to park permission procedures that act as obstacles to the entrance, com-

petition is constrained, and core industries are shielded from invasion to a greater extent than on other property 

tenures. 

Less stringent regulations, lesser attractions, less publicly sponsored infrastructure and marketing, and higher en-

croachment risks characterize tourism businesses on other public forests or rangeland. Those on privately owned 
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property have more freedom but also often significantly greater expenditures, such as the purchase price of the 

land and the installation and upkeep of any necessary infrastructure. Therefore, larger tourism businesses may 

prefer to operate on private land in order to minimize restrictions, while smaller businesses may prefer to operate 

on public land in order to minimize expenses. However, these tendencies vary from one country to the next. 

Tourism plays a significant role in the economies of several places where land is held under communal ownership, 

most notably in southern Africa and some sections of South America. There are a number of factors, including (a) 

the nature of the government tenure that underlies community ownership rights, (b) the terms of any agreements 

between community owners and private tour operators, and (c) how the community chooses to exercise the rights 

it has retained, that determine the kinds of tourist products that can be offered on community lands. Because of the 

lack of human population and the abundance of local wildlife, some resorts on community grounds may provide 

wildlife viewing in relatively undisturbed settings (Buckley, 2011). Trophy hunting on common land is available 

from certain tour companies, often from mobile safari camps. Additionally, some regions provide opportunities 

for more unobtrusive wildlife viewing on land that local villagers also utilize for livestock grazing or bush meat 

hunting. 

The interplay between conservation and tourism on public property is always contentious. Pressures from subsist-

ence hunting and harvesting, agricultural and industrial encroachment, and poaching are just a few examples. 

Complicating matters further is that these traditional and modern land tenure systems and social structures often 

overlap. Indigenous and low-income peoples occupy many of the world's last great biodiversity hotspots. This is 

the case in many rainforest regions, including those in tropical Australia, Southeast Asia, Central America, and 

West Africa. As a result, conservation and community-building efforts cannot afford to disregard these concerns. 

Regardless of regulations, local participation is essential in nations with insufficient funds and political will to 

conduct park patrols alone. 

 

5. Management and Effects on the Environment 

 

5.1. Resorts, Lodging, and Environmental Certification 

Different aspects of tourism have varying impacts on the environment, necessitating a range of approaches to 

environmental management. Different climates, terrain types, and ecosystems, as well as the various modes of 

transportation, lodging options, and activities available to tourists, all have their own unique characteristics. Hotels 

in urban areas rely on and contribute to the effects of municipal utilities, including electricity and water grids, 

rubbish collection, and sewage treatment plants. There is a wide range in the size and complexity of the infrastruc-

ture required to support tourist destinations that stand alone, such as those on islands, coasts, or mountains. 

In most urban areas, tourist development planning and environmental control are part of the larger residential and 

commercial property law and planning framework. The reach and efficiency of these programs vary widely across 

nations. Minimum criteria for water quality parameters in sewage treatment systems' ultimate output, building 

insulation requirements, and energy efficiency standards for refrigeration and air conditioning equipment are only 

a few examples. 

Large-scale resorts and resort-residential projects may have considerable environmental implications, especially 

in non-urban locations. Clearing of vegetation and loss of animal habitat, pollution of air and water, and noise, 

light, and visual disruption to native flora and fauna are all examples of direct local consequences. Roads impede 

both short- and long-distance travel, and they also cause noise pollution and animal deaths. In addition, they facil-

itate the execution of criminal acts. Animals and their burrows fall victim to off-road and maintenance vehicles. 

At least as important environmentally are the numerous less evident repercussions, such as the introduction of 

weeds, infections, and wild animals. 

Large, out-of-town tourist projects are required to undergo an EIA in most industrialized countries. It is possible, 

but not certain, that more strict criteria of examination will be applied to projects that will have an effect on places 

with a high conservation status, such as those included in international conservation agreements (Kabera and Tush-

abe, 2021). Many new resort-housing developments are constructed in phases, allowing builders to sidestep envi-

ronmental impact assessments by securing EIA exemptions for the individual phases. It's also possible that the 

latter phases will never be built. One development can spur on others that are owned independently but benefit 

from the first developer's infrastructure and advertising. This highlights the need for a comprehensive analysis of 

the impacts on the tourist industry. Many nations' environmental planning frameworks, especially those pertaining 

to protected areas, have been subverted by political maneuvers carried out by tourism trade groups or individual 

business owners. 

Many low-impact lodges focus on wildlife viewing and outdoor recreation, and these establishments can be found 

on both public and private lands around the world. Almost all of them need their own generators, water purification 

systems, and sewage disposal systems. While environmental management strategies vary widely from one location 

to the next, some have successfully reduced their impact on the environment by adopting cutting-edge tools and 

methods. 



Guo & Li/Problemy Ekorozwoju/Problems of Sustainable Development 1/2024, 285-295 

 
293 

Self-regulation and corporate responsibility are advocated in the tourist industry as an alternative to binding gov-

ernment regulation. In the tourist industry, there are over a hundred eco-certification and eco award programs, all 

with varying requirements and coverage areas. However, there is scant evidence that these have mitigated the 

industry's negative effects on the natural world. Visitors only employ eco-labels that guarantee environmental 

quality at destinations or service quality in hotels, despite the fact that eco-labels are marketed as tools for con-

sumer choice. 

More so than in commercial promotion to retail customers, eco-certification is used in political engagement with 

regulatory authorities. Parks departments often provide multi-year licenses to legitimate businesses. One Canadian 

corporation utilized its ecolabel to successfully argue its environmental credentials in a dispute involving an eco-

logically sensitive development application. The program had been begun internally by volunteers. It was proposed 

to build a seven-story conference facility inside a national park, despite widespread resistance from environmental 

groups. The ecolabel was founded on the premise that small reductions in energy and resource use in urban hotels 

would significantly affect the environment. 

 

5.2. Climate Change, International Travel, and Repercussions 

Among tourism's many negative effects on the environment, transportation ranks high. Tours may be as little as a 

day of hiking or cycling or as large as a trip across the world by plane or even into space. Air and water pollution, 

noise and visual disruptions to animals, and physical disturbances to plants and soil all have localized effects. Fuel 

usage and the emissions of greenhouse gases have far-reaching consequences. 

Motorized transportation in whatever form is an energy drain that speeds up global warming. Greenhouse gas 

emissions have been measured either per person, per kilometer traveled, or in the aggregate, and the tourist industry 

is engaged in both mitigation initiatives and adaptation attempts. 

The majority of the funding (about 80%) comes from transporting passengers and goods by air. Fuel prices and 

carbon taxes; wars, terrorism, disease, and political instability; currency exchange rates and the relative wealth of 

different nations; telecommunications technologies; shifting work and leisure patterns; price, marketing, and fash-

ion differences between competing countries, destinations, and airlines; and social attitudes all play a role in de-

termining how much of an impact tourism has on climate change. Holiday travel seems to be unaffected by public 

awareness of climate change repercussions, especially to places that are most vulnerable to the effects of global 

warming. 

Road transportation obviously has a substantial impact, although automobile usage on vacations and around the 

house is inextricably intertwined. Thus, vacation use is affected by tourism-related factors such as public transpor-

tation availability, urban planning, vehicle technologies, fuel prices, and so on. Some places have tried out soft 

mobility (low-impact local transport) with mixed results. Among these, the so-called Alpine Pearls are the most 

well-known; they are a collection of 24 separate towns across six European countries that promote no-car mobility 

options like public transportation and bicycle rentals. S. conducted a site inspection. However, rumors suggest 

(unpublished) that this is rarely the case. 

Although carbon offsets are widely available (through hotels, airlines, and car rental agencies), only about 1% of 

travelers actually purchase them. No evidence offset schemes really support physical steps to lower atmospheric 

concentrations of greenhouse gases, and it seems that passengers do not trust them. 

Depending on the nature of the activity and the ecosystems in question, mobile tour companies might use a variety 

of methods to lessen their negative effects on the environment. The use of motorized land, sea, and air vehicles, 

the transportation of cattle, and the use of just human force for movement are all distinctly different from one 

another. The effects of any given activity type are modified by variables such as the number of participants, the 

time of year, and the participant's actions. Public land tours, particularly those that visit parks and other protected 

places, are subject to a number of environmental regulations stipulated by the authorities responsible for oversee-

ing such properties. In addition to general environmental regulations, some businesses adhere to their own unique 

sets of guidelines. 

There are parallels when comparing the magnitude and effect of land vs. water-based tourism. There are also cruise 

ships that can hold as many people as a small town, each with its own unique set of effects. Smaller-scale activities 

include kayaking trips along rivers or across the ocean that leave few footprints. On the smaller end of the spectrum 

is the expedition cruise industry, which operates in the Arctic, Antarctic, and Oceanic islands and large river sys-

tems in less developed nations, and on the larger end is the semicommercial recreational boating industry, which 

operates primarily along more densely populated coastal areas. 

Indirect environmental repercussions may occur in many developing country locations where international tourism 

has become an economic staple if either the social attitudes or financial costs of long-haul air travel drastically 

shift as a result of climate change reactions. The benefits of tourism have been felt not just by locals but also by 

those working to protect the environment. Companies like & Beyond and Wilderness Safaris have effectively 

sponsored community conservation via commercial tourism in Namibia, Botswana, and South Africa. 
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However, as locals transition from subsistence to cash-based lifestyles, the income from tourism has sometimes 

led to deterioration in communal resource management systems and accelerated environmental degradation. Sev-

eral indigenous communities in the western Amazon have experienced this trend. With more money in their pock-

ets, people may invest in motorized boats and cars, firearms, and chainsaws and negotiate business deals with 

multinational forestry and mining corporations. If international tourism declines, locals may resort to exploiting 

natural resources for a quick buck using cutting-edge technology. 

 

6. Consequences of Ecotourism in Highly Endangered Regions 

 

Despite being less widespread than urban tourism and international air travel, outdoor tourism is increasingly 

prevalent in regions where endangered species and fragile ecosystems are under immediate threat. That's why 

there's so much written on ecotourism's effects, park management, and recreation ecology. The purpose of this 

literature is to examine and manage the effects of tourism on environmentally sensitive places. Several hundred 

separate studies have focused on the effects on birds and terrestrial wildlife. Here, we can only discuss the over-

arching themes that have emerged from these evaluations, these significant studies, and the most current findings. 

Direct, immediate, local, and clearly observable impacts, such as trampled footprints or disturbed birds, have been 

the primary focus of recreation ecological studies. Because they are not readily apparent to the naked eye and 

require complex equipment and experimental design for reliable detection, studies of indirect, delayed, diffuse 

impacts are much rarer (Baum and Szivas, 2008). Time of year, equipment, group size and dynamics, individual 

skill and conduct, and management methods are only a few of the many variables that might affect the extent of 

an activity's impact on an ecosystem. 

Roads and trails used for outdoor recreation contribute to habitat fragmentation, a process that has been shown to 

affect animal populations worldwide, from butterflies in Bavaria to caribou in Canada, with varying impacts even 

among closely related species and a corresponding loss of intraspecific genetic variation. Travelers may spread 

unwanted organisms, plant species, and animal species. 

The interference of noise, light, and smell may all alter animals' courting, territorial, and predatory behaviors. 

Some species seem untouched, and others adapt, but those already on the brink of extinction are particularly hard 

hit. There is a wide range of sensitivity to disturbance across different species. For example, penguins that visitors 

in Antarctica approach exhibit a wide range of behavioral and physiological stress responses, with the triggering 

human approach distance varying across species. 

One or two studies have looked at the function of tourists in spreading illness, particularly in monkeys, and one or 

two have looked at the consequences of disruption to eating habits on the energetics of overwintering ungulates or 

migratory birds. Little is known about the positive or negative indirect effects. The population of a natural predator, 

the aquatic garter snake, increased when an imported species of trout supplied a new food supply. There would be 

less native frogs if there were more snakes since they are a food source for the snakes. The frog population was 

indirectly impacted by the introduction of trout. However, tourists in the Caribbean who come to see turtles end 

up driving away the introduced mongooses that are eating the turtles' eggs. 

Individual animals' responses to changes in their environment are contingent on their habits and past experiences. 

A knowledgeable guide who is familiar with the area's wildlife and can identify particular species and their behav-

ior may get a group of well-behaved tourists within inches of wild creatures in places where killing is prohibited. 

However, hunted animals typically run away at the first sign of a human being. Individual animals grow more 

suspicious of human approach, and their heart rates and stress hormone levels may increase even in places where 

hunting is prohibited. This is particularly true if the person is unexpectedly near, coming from a strange direction, 

or if they have a dog with them. 

Timing, seasonality, and the exact patterns in recurring disturbance regimes, are largely unexplored even for the 

most well-studied forms of impact. For instance, although the average flight lengths of different bird species have 

been roughly determined, the impact of repeated perturbations on the foraging efficiency and energetics of birds 

during or before long-distance migrations has received very little attention. Even for a single disruption, timing 

and seasonality are important. Due to the susceptibility of eggs and chicks to heat, cold, predators, and direct 

damage, there are many documented cases of even low-intensity or single disturbances having heavy and ecolog-

ically significant impacts on breeding birds. Several bird species are in danger because of this. 

Plant species and sessile animals, including corals, experience a similar spectrum of effects. The effect of trampling 

has received the greatest attention. However, most comparisons between vegetation types have only been made 

experimentally in a single episode, including trampling. This involves contrasting the effects of trampling by hu-

mans, horses, and mountain bikers. Much research has not been done comparing the consequences of trampling 

throughout dry and rainy seasons at various times of the year. However, park agencies are frequently asked to 

green light short bursts of intense use for multisport competitions and similar events, the effects of which are 

susceptible to soil moisture content. 

Some impacts and ecosystems can recover significantly between disturbances. In other situations, the effects of 

the first human disruption just delay their eventual culmination. For example, in locations with a lot of rain and 
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steep, erodible terrain, this might happen to highly used pathways. Similarly, introducing non-native plant or ani-

mal species into an area where they cannot survive or reproduce will result in the extinction of those species 

(Kubickova and Campbell, 2020). However, those species are introduced into an area where they can thrive. In 

that case, the very small initial impact associated with the introduction of a single plant seed, pathogen propagule, 

or gravid female insect can then expand into a major threat to native ecosystems without any further direct dis-

turbance. 

 

7. Conclusion 

 

In conclusion, the current study has revealed management approaches that governments worldwide might employ 

to improve conservation and tourism. There is a need to sponsor more publications on tourism and the environment 

that provide rigor, insight, and significance. There is also a need to address critical impacts, including greenhouse 

gases for airlines, liquid wastes for cruise ships, water and energy conservation for urban hotels, vegetation clear-

ance, and wildlife displacement for rural resorts, and a range of direct and indirect local impacts on plants and 

animals for nature-based and adventure tourism in parks and wilderness areas. Governments need to work on 

economic models that address; currency exchange rates; airfares and taxes; land tenure and wildlife ownership 

laws; transport infrastructure; police, quarantine, and border security; investment law; public protected-area sys-

tems; and a variety of social pressures and fashions. The most effective means to improve environmental manage-

ment in tourism is through laws and regulations for development planning, pollution control, and protected areas. 

In developed nations, tourism threatens conservation as property developers push to build private facilities inside 

public protected areas. In developing nations, tourism is a tool to fund conservation in public parks and private or 

communal lands. Visitors to the public, protected areas contribute political and financial capital to park agencies. 

A few private operators have converted areas of private and communal land to conservation. 
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