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Introduction
China-US relations refer to diplomatic, economic, and cul-
tural ties between the People’s Republic of China (PRC) 
and the United States of America. In recent years, rela-
tions between the two countries have become increasing-
ly strained due to several factors: trade tensions, human 
rights issues, and territorial disputes in the South China 
Sea. Overall, relations between the US and China are con-
sidered one of the most important bilateral relations in 
the world due to the size and influence of both countries. 
Thus, the purpose of the research was to identify the spe-
cific features of the development of relevant ties between 
the states and to outline in more detail their problems and 
impact on the world’s geopolitical situation. 

The Ukrainian author V.  Porokhnia (2021) examined 
issues related to trade relations between the United States 
of America and the People’s Republic of China and the pos-
sibility of a military conflict between the two superpowers. 
In particular, the authors pointed to this possibility in the 
absence of a high-quality and effective diplomatic dia-
logue between governments and the continuing high level 
of confrontation for leadership within the global economy.

A. Beteringhe et al. (2020), explored the impact of the
COVID-19 coronavirus infection on the development of 
international cooperation, and the development of Chi-
na-US relations. In particular, the author noted that the 
United States is using the approach of politicising the 
pandemic to accuse the Chinese side of its spread and 
to further impose sanctions on the People’s Republic of 
China. Therewith, the author indicates that it is the joint 
struggle of both the US and Chinese sides, as two devel-
oped countries, against the spread and spread of the infec-
tion that can strengthen diplomatic relations between the 
countries and prevent the development of confrontation 
between the relevant subjects of international law.

The Ukrainian authors M. Razinkova and M. Trudova 
(2018) devoted their attention to the foreign policy of the 
United States of America in the Asia-Pacific region, and 
the issue of trade and investment between the countries. 
In particular, the authors point to the need for an invest-
ment treaty between China and the United States that 
would balance economic tensions and improve economic 
trade relations. According to scholars, during 2008-2016, 
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the share of the Chinese side in the United States’ exports 
was constantly growing and amounted to about 8%, and in 
imports to about 18%, which indicates a certain depend-
ence of one country on the other in the economic sphere.

I. Gabro and T. Pikalova (2020) explored the relation-
ship between the development of China-US relations and 
the migration of Chinese citizens to the United States. 
Among the main reasons, the authors identify the follow-
ing: higher income levels in the United States, a high prob-
ability of obtaining a permanent residence permit from 
the US government due to the political situation in China, 
active cooperation between the two countries has led most 
Chinese citizens to find employment outside their country 
of citizenship, which has led to the establishment of the 
Chinese diaspora, and exchange programmes in the field 
of education, etc.

Scholar O.  Shevchuk (2022) has elucidated the “Tai-
wan issue” in the context of the russian-Ukrainian war and 
relations between China and the United States. He noted 
that the russian federation’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
was a catalyst for frozen conflicts, including over Taiwan.

The analysis of the above-mentioned works demon-
strates the high level of relevance of the study of this 
subject for various aspects of China-US relations, which 
mainly consist of the probability of escalation of the con-
flict between the states.

The purpose of this research is to explore the his-
torical development of relations between China and the 
United States and the globalisation phenomena that have 
influenced its course.

Materials and Methods
The research was written using several methods of sci-
entific knowledge, the main of which was the historical 
method. Thus, it was used to determine the chronology of 
the development and establishment of China-US relations 
in the 1940s-2020s, along with their features and the im-
pact of geopolitical changes, such as military conflicts, hu-
manitarian and economic crises, changes of government, 
top leadership, etc. 

The comparison method allowed examining the dif-
ferences in trade relations between the People’s Republic 
of China and the United States of America, in particular, 
those related to trade, imports, and exports between the 
two countries, and migration of both the American and 
Chinese populations in the respective countries. The fac-
tors that can provoke an increased outflow of Chinese cit-
izens to the United States were explored, including such 
criteria as quality of life, economic and political stability, 
educational component, cultural characteristics, govern-
ment position, etc.

In addition, the study examined the positions of the US 
and Chinese sides on the russian-Ukrainian war and the im-
pact of this situation on the issue of disputed territories in 
the world, including Taiwan. The study examines the proba-
bility of aggravation in China-US relations and further mil-
itary confrontation between the superpowers. The impact 
of the deterioration or improvement of diplomatic ties on 
the world situation is determined. Using the comparative 
and statistical methods of scientific knowledge, the author 

illustrates the main differences between the export and 
import activities of the PRC and the USA. The source of 
statistical data in the research was the US Census Bureau 
and the World Bank (US Census Bureau, 2019; China trade 
balance…, 2019).

The systematic method allowed analysing the main 
stages of the development of diplomatic relations in their 
entirety and exploring their current state and prospects 
for further improvement or deterioration in terms of eco-
nomic, social, and political aspects.

In addition, using the method of legal hermeneutics 
helped to clarify and disclose the legal framework un-
der which interstate relations between the People’s Re-
public of China and the United States of America were 
established. The method of analysis was used to identi-
fy adverse phenomena in China-US relations, and based 
on their study, ways to solve problems and ease tensions 
between the two countries were proposed. The method of 
synthesis proved to be quite essential in the research, as 
it allowed the combining and integrating of all important 
aspects of China-US relations to identify further prospects 
for the development of this type of interstate relations. In 
conjunction with the method of synthesis, the author used 
such a method of scientific cognition as modelling, which 
was used to establish a future vision of the development 
of economic, social, and political ties between the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and the United States of America 
considering the current geopolitical situation: pandemic, 
military conflicts, humanitarian and economic crisis, etc. 

By using such a method of scientific cognition as in-
duction, a general conclusion is made regarding the sub-
ject of the study based on the individual elements iden-
tified and the specifics of the development of diplomatic 
relations between the United States of America and the 
People’s Republic of China.

Results
Diplomatic relations between states refer to the official 
and institutional ties between two or more sovereign 
states. These relations are established and maintained 
through diplomatic channels and are designed to promote 
cooperation and communication between nations. The 
concept of diplomatic relations is a fundamental aspect of 
international relations and plays a crucial role in promot-
ing peace and stability between nations. It is based on the 
principles of sovereignty and equality, meaning that each 
nation has the right to determine its policies and make its 
own decisions, while recognising the sovereignty of other 
nations (Hu et al., 2022).

The specific features of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries include the following:

1.  Representation: Diplomatic relations are estab-
lished through the appointment of ambassadors or other 
types of diplomatic representatives by one nation to an-
other. These representatives serve as official intermedi-
aries between the two countries and are responsible for 
communicating their country’s policies and positions to 
the host country.

2.  Protocol and etiquette: Diplomatic relations are 
governed by a set of protocols and etiquette that define 
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the appropriate behaviour of diplomats and help maintain 
good relations between nations.

3.  Communication: Diplomatic relations facilitate 
communication between nations and provide a mecha-
nism for resolving disputes and promoting cooperation. It 
includes regular meetings between diplomats and official 
delegations, and the exchange of diplomatic notes and oth-
er official communications, among others (Hu et al., 2022).

Diplomatic relations between states are established 
when two sovereign nations agree to appoint diplomatic 
representatives to each other’s countries. This agreement 
can be formalised by a bilateral treaty, mutual exchange of 
diplomatic notes, or other similar diplomatic documents. 
Once this agreement is concluded, the two countries can 
begin to establish formal diplomatic relations through the 
exchange of ambassadors or other types of diplomatic rep-
resentatives (Tien et al., 2021). 

In the case of the People’s Republic of China and the 
United States, diplomatic relations between the two coun-
tries in the 1940s were defined by several important events 
and trends, including the Chinese Civil War, the Japanese 
occupation of most of China, and the growing concern of 
American policymakers about the spread of communism 
in Asia. Despite these challenges, the 1940s marked an im-
portant period in the development of China-US relations, 
as the two countries began to establish official diplomatic 
relations (Tien et al., 2021). 

The Chinese Civil War, which lasted from 1927, was 
a major factor in the development of China-US relations 
in the 1940s. The conflict between the nationalist govern-
ment and the communist rebels was brutal, and the United 
States initially tried to remain neutral in the conflict, but 
as Japanese military aggression in the region escalated, 
the United States began to provide increased assistance 
to the nationalist government. In 1937, Japan launched 
a full-scale invasion of China, and by 1940, most of the 
country was under Japanese control. The Chinese govern-
ment was forced to retreat inland, and the nationalist gov-
ernment led by Chiang Kai-shek found itself in a difficult 
position. The United States responded by increasing aid to 
the nationalist government and imposing economic sanc-
tions on Japan in an attempt to limit its aggression in the 
region (Jayathilaka, 2022).

In 1946, the United States and China signed the  
China-U.S. Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Naviga-
tion, which established official diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries. This treaty provided the foun-
dation for future cooperation and collaboration and paved 
the way for the United States to provide increasing assis-
tance and support to the nationalist government in its 
fight against Japan (Treaty of Friendship..., 1946).

The outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 was a turn-
ing point in China-US relations. The conflict between 
North Korea (backed by the Soviet Union and China) and 
South Korea (backed by the United States and its allies) 
had far-reaching consequences for the region and the 
world. The United States was concerned about the spread 
of communism in Asia and considered the Korean War a 
clear threat to its interests in the region. As a result, the 
United States allocated significant military and economic 

resources to resolve the conflict and sought to coordinate 
its efforts with other states in the region, including China. 
Despite ongoing diplomatic and economic relations be-
tween the United States and China, tensions between the 
two countries continued to grow throughout the 1950s. 
One of the key sources of tension was the US contain-
ment policy, which was designed to limit the spread of 
communism in the world (Boylan et al., 2021). American 
officials considered China to be the main threat to their 
interests in the region and sought to limit the country’s 
influence. In response, China saw the United States as the 
main threat to its interests and tried to counter American 
influence. As a result, tensions between the two nations 
have grown, as each has sought to advance its interests 
and protect its sovereignty (Yamaka et al., 2021).

The 1960s and 1970s were a period of intense change 
and challenge for China-US relations. These years were 
marked by major events such as the Cuban Missile Crisis, 
the Vietnam War, and the Cultural Revolution in China 
(Fang et al., 2022).

The 1980s and 2000s were characterised by a period of 
transition and changes in China-US relations. These two 
decades were marked by events such as the end of the Cold 
War, the rise of China as a major global power, and the grow-
ing importance of economic ties between the United States 
and China (Fang et al., 2022). Despite these positive devel-
opments, the period was marked by significant challenges, 
including disputes over human rights, trade and economic 
issues, and military and security concerns. Economic ties 
were one of the key areas of cooperation between the US 
and China during this period. Both countries have sought 
to expand trade and investment relations and cooperate 
to address common economic challenges (Sansa, 2020).

Another major source of tension between the US and 
China during this period was trade and economic issues. 
The United States and China have had a complex and fre-
quently difficult relationship on these issues, with dis-
putes arising over trade balances, intellectual property 
rights, and other economic issues. The US has sought to 
address these issues through diplomatic and economic 
channels and to identify ways to expand economic ties be-
tween the two countries while addressing trade imbalanc-
es and other economic concerns (Sansa, 2020).

Finally, military and security issues remained a sig-
nificant source of tension between the United States 
and China throughout the 1980s and 2000s. The United 
States was concerned about China’s growing military ca-
pabilities, including its nuclear weapons programme, and 
sought to limit China’s military influence in Asia. Despite 
these challenges, there were significant efforts to improve 
China-US relations from the 2000s to the 2010s. The two 
countries have made a series of high-level diplomatic vis-
its, including those by Presidents George W. Bush and Ba-
rack Obama to China and President Hu Jintao to the Unit-
ed States (Fouskas et al., 2021).

The period of 2015-2020 marked a significant evo-
lution in China-US relations. The relationship between 
the two nations continued to be characterised by a mix 
of cooperation and competition, with both nations fac-
ing several domestic and international challenges that 
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affected their relations. Technology and intellectual 
property issues played an important role in China-US 
relations during this period. The US accused China 
of state-sponsored hacking and intellectual proper-
ty theft and imposed sanctions on Chinese companies 
and individuals; the US sought to limit China’s access 
to advanced technologies, including important military 
equipment (Fouskas et al., 2021).

However, the US and China continued to cooperate in 
the fight against climate change. In 2015, the two coun-
tries signed the Paris Agreement (2015), pledging to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions and take other measures 
to combat climate change. Countries have worked together 
on several climate initiatives, including efforts to promote 
clean energy and reduce emissions from the energy sector.

Another major challenge to China-US relations has 
been the trade war that began in 2018 and included the 
imposition of duties and other trade barriers by each 
country on the other (Yamaka et al., 2021). The trade war 
between China and the United States was mainly driven 
by concerns about the trade imbalance between the two 
countries and China’s trade practices, including allega-
tions of intellectual property theft and forced technol-
ogy transfers. The United States has expressed concerns 
about China’s industrial policies, including the “Made in 
China 2025” plan, which is designed to establish China 
as a global leader in advanced technologies such as ar-
tificial intelligence, robotics, and biotechnology (Boylan 
et al., 2021). In response to these concerns, the United 
States began imposing duties on Chinese goods in 2018, 
starting with duties on steel and aluminium imports. Chi-
na retaliated with its tariffs on US goods, and the trade 

war escalated gradually as each country imposed higher 
and higher tariffs on the other. The trade war has had a 
significant impact on the global economy, as many com-
panies and consumers have faced higher prices for goods 
and services as a result of tariffs. In 2020, a preliminary 
agreement was reached to de-escalate the trade war, but 
tensions remained high, and a full resolution to the trade 
conflict is currently uncertain (Yamaka et al., 2021).

In addition, it is advisable to explore the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on China-US diplomatic relations. At 
the beginning of the pandemic, the United States accused 
China of concealing information about the virus, which re-
sulted in the wide spread of the disease. The US side has 
accused China of being responsible for the outbreak and 
criticised its handling of the pandemic, a tension fuelled 
by political and media narratives in the US as the Trump 
administration has taken a confrontational approach to 
China. In addition, the pandemic has deteriorated eco-
nomic relations between China and the United States, as 
supply chain disruption, trade restrictions, and a slow-
down in global economic activity have adversely affected 
trade and investment between the two countries. On the 
other hand, the pandemic has provided an opportunity for 
increased cooperation between the two countries, as in 
2020 the two countries signed a joint statement on the re-
sponse to COVID-19, committing to cooperate in health-
care, research, and vaccine development; this cooperation 
was seen as a positive step towards improving relations 
between the two nations (Sansa, 2020).

According to the World Bank, in 2019, trade between 
China and the United States was characterised by a large 
trade deficit in favour of China (Fig. 1).

Figure 1. Trade turnover between China and the United States in 2019, USD billion
Source: (China trade balance..., 2019)

The United States exports a variety of products to 
China, including machinery: this category includes a 
wide range of goods such as computers, telecommunica-
tions equipment, engines, turbines, and pumps. Electronic 
equipment: televisions, mobile phones, etc. Vehicles: The 
United States exports cars, trucks, and other types of vehi-
cles to China. Mineral fuels: crude oil, petrol, and diesel; 
plastic bags, plastic sheets, and plastic films. The United 
States exports a variety of agricultural products to China, 

including soybeans, corn, and other grains, and livestock 
and poultry products (Li et al., 2022).

On the other hand, China exports to the United States 
such goods as electronics: smartphones, laptops, and oth-
er electronic devices; a wide range of machinery products, 
including computers, telecommunications equipment, en-
gines, turbines, and pumps; furniture; textiles; shoes; toys; 
etc (Li et al., 2022). It is essential to add the issue of migration 
to the issue of China-US relations in the early 2020s (Fig. 2).
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Statistically considered, the Chinese are one of the 
largest ethnic groups living in the United States; there are 
several reasons for this migration:

1. One of the main reasons for Chinese immigration to
the United States is to seek better economic opportunities. 

2. Another reason for Chinese immigration to the Unit-
ed States is the desire to obtain a higher-quality education.

3. Some Chinese citizens have migrated to the United
States to escape political or religious persecution in their 
home country. The United States is known for its demo-
cratic values and freedoms, including freedom of speech 
and religion, which are attractive to those seeking to es-
cape repressive regimes or religious restrictions.

4. Considering the evolution of Sino-US relations, the
US is a hub for many industries, including technology, fi-
nance, and entertainment, offering several opportunities 
for Chinese nationals with special skills or experience 
(Thurston, 2021).

In addition, it is important to assess the impact of 
russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine on diplomatic ties 
between the United States and the People’s Republic of 
China. The United States and China have taken opposing 
positions on the war, notably in that the United States 
openly supports Ukraine and calls for an end to russian 
aggression, while China has taken a more neutral stance, 
advocating a peaceful resolution of the conflict (Fouskas 
et al., 2021). The United States and its allies imposed eco-
nomic sanctions on russia in response to its annexation 
of Crimea and the outbreak of hostilities in Ukraine, thus 
affecting russia’s ability to trade with other countries, in-
cluding China, and indirectly affecting China-US econom-
ic relations (Li et al., 2022). The war against Ukraine has 
led to increased military cooperation between the United 
States and its NATO allies, including intensified military 
exercises and deployments in Europe, which has greatly 
concerned the Chinese government about the deployment 
and increase of the US military presence on the European 
continent (Li et al., 2022).

Thus, China-US relations are currently tense and 
marked by competition and disagreements on several is-
sues, including trade, technology, human rights, and ge-
opolitical influence. The COVID-19 pandemic has only 
added to the challenges as both countries have struggled 

to control the spread of the virus and blamed each other 
for its origins.

From the standpoint of the russian-Ukrainian war, it did 
not have a clear impact on China-US relations but contribut-
ed to the overall destabilisation of the international system.

As for the future of China-US relations, there are sev-
eral potential scenarios:

1. Escalation of tensions: If current trends contin-
ue, it is possible that tensions between the two countries 
could escalate. Competition for influence and power may 
result in a more confrontational approach, and the risk of 
economic and military conflict may increase.

2. An agreement reached through negotiations. Thus, 
with a quality dialogue, the two countries can reach 
agreements on key issues such as trade and technology. 

3. Uneasy coexistence: The third scenario is that Chi-
na-US relations could remain tense for years to come, but 
remain stable, with both sides pursuing their interests but 
avoiding explicit conflict. This scenario is probably going 
to involve a high level of mistrust and weak cooperation 
on key issues.

4. Cooperation in addressing global challenges: Fi-
nally, it is possible that the two countries could cooperate 
in addressing global challenges such as climate change, 
pandemics, and terrorism. This scenario is most consist-
ent with the current state of China-US relations and is the 
most probable.

Discussion
For a deeper analysis of the relevant subject, it is neces-
sary to analyse the works of other authors on a related 
subject. Thus, for example, the book by American author 
E. Thurston (2021) on Sino-American relations examines
the historical component of their development during
the 1940s and until the late 1990s. The book provides a
balanced analysis of the relationship between China and
the United States, highlighting both the successes and
failures of the two countries in their attempts to coop-
erate, and emphasises the significant contribution to the
development of these relations by such personalities as
Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, and Bill Clinton. In addition, 
the study presents a vision of the future of China-US re-
lations, considering some crisis factors. For example, the

Figure 2. Number of citizens from countries that are migrants in the US in 2019, million people
Source: (US Census Bureau, 2019)
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author points to a possible escalation of the confrontation 
between China and the United States against the backdrop 
of the “Taiwan issue” and the division of spheres of influ-
ence in the region.

Notably, the results of E. Thurston’s (2021) study are 
similar to those of this study, but the author analyses in 
detail the development of China-US relations between 
1940 and 1990; this work contains a summary of the devel-
opment of diplomatic relations between the two countries 
in 1940-2020.

The work of the British author E.  Kirchner (2021) 
analyses the security policy of the European Union in the 
Asian region, including China, and the influence of the 
United States on this policy. In addition, the author em-
phasises the changing geopolitical landscape in the region 
due to the US-China rivalry and tensions that could poten-
tially affect the EU’s security interests in Asia. Thus, the 
author concludes that uncertainty in the development of 
Sino-US relations provokes the inability of other countries 
and organisations to expand their spheres of influence in 
the Asian region and improve diplomatic ties with China. 

Notably, the author’s findings do not coincide with the 
results of this paper, but they are an important contribu-
tion to the scientific doctrine of China-US relations. 

A team of Romanian authors, M. Murea et al. (2022) 
analysed the China-US trade wars of 2018-2021. The au-
thors argue that the conflict was driven by a mixture of 
political, economic, and strategic interests on both sides, 
with both the US and China seeking to protect their nation-
al industries and maintain their economic power. Schol-
ars note that countries have used different approaches to 
resolve the conflict, for example, the United States used 
the policy of increasing tariffs and customs duties to push 
China to negotiate and strengthened diplomatic ties with 
other countries to gain support for the American position.  
In turn, China has focused on strengthening its economic 
power and technological capabilities.

A similar study was conducted by the Japanese au-
thor K.  Itakura (2020), which concerns the impact of a 
trade war on the economies of the warring parties and the 
global economy in general. For example, K. Itakura (2020) 
notes that the confrontation between the US and China 
has resulted in a significant reduction in bilateral trade, 
with both countries imposing duties on a wide range of 
goods. In addition, the author suggests that the trade war 
had social and cultural consequences, including the rise of 
nationalism and xenophobia in both countries.

The results of the authors only partially coincide with 
the results of this study, in particular, in terms of the study 
of trade wars, their causes, and their course.

Chinese author Y.  Yao (2021), in his study, analyses 
the new US approach to relations with China, which the 
author calls the “new Cold War”. The author argues that 
the US government considers China a strategic competi-
tor and is taking a more aggressive stance towards China, 
especially in the areas of technology, trade, and security. 
The study discusses the reasons for the change in US policy 
towards China, including concerns about China’s growing 
economic and military power, human rights abuses, cy-
ber security threats, and territorial disputes in the South  

China Sea. The study examines the impact of the US policy 
shift on overall China-US relations, and its implications for 
other countries in the region, particularly those in South-
east Asia, suggesting that the US strategy could lead to a 
new era of global competition and a deterioration in Chi-
na-US relations in the struggle for spheres of influence.

Author W. Lixin (2021) examines the factors that have 
defined bilateral relations over the past few decades, in-
cluding economic interdependence, political differences, 
and ideological competition. In addition, the author high-
lights the current state of China-US relations, which he 
describes as being in a state of “competition, cooperation, 
and confrontation”, especially in the areas of trade, tech-
nology, and the South China Sea region. 

Notably, the authors’ findings partially coincide with 
the results of this study but are important for exploring 
and understanding the specifics of China-US relations and 
their further development against the backdrop of several 
crises and the ongoing struggle for global recognition and 
leadership in the economic, trade, and other spheres. All 
of these can be factors that exacerbate tense China-US re-
lations and provoke a devaluation of diplomatic achieve-
ments in recent years.

The American author S.  Chan (2020) examines the 
concept of the “Thucydides’ trap”, which suggests that 
when a rising power (such as China) threatens to dis-
place a dominant power (such as the United States), the 
two countries are likely to get into a military conflict. 
The researcher argues that Thucydides’ trap is not a de-
terministic theory but rather a cautionary one that seeks 
to emphasise the dangers of miscalculations and misun-
derstandings between rising and dominant forces. While 
there have been cases in history where a trap has resulted 
in war, there have been cases where it has been avoided 
through diplomatic means. In addition, the research log-
ic underlying Thucydides’ trap theory is not necessarily 
correct, since it is based on theoretical components rather 
than empirical data. Moreover, the concept does not con-
sider other factors that may contribute to or offset the risk 
of an escalation of the confrontation: domestic political 
considerations, economic interests, ideological differenc-
es, etc. The author concludes that while the “Thucydides 
trap” is useful for understanding the risks and challenges 
of China-US relations, it should not be considered an in-
evitable outcome. Instead, the two countries should work 
to resolve their differences through dialogue and cooper-
ation, recognising the importance of avoiding escalation 
and miscalculation.

In this study, the “Thucydides effect” was not ex-
plored, thus, the results do not coincide with those of S. 
Chan (2020), but are quite interesting for consideration 
and analysis. In particular, in terms of the possibility of 
an escalation of the conflict between China and the Unit-
ed States. Similar considerations are present in this study 
regarding the future of China-US relations, as one of the 
development models suggests that a military confronta-
tion between the two superpowers is possible.

The American author K.  Boutin (2019) explored the 
economic security dimension of China-US relations, in 
particular in the context of the USA’s concern about the 
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growth of China’s economic power and its impact on the 
economic interests of the US side. The author argues that 
while economic interdependence between the two coun-
tries has increased significantly, it has not led to greater 
cooperation as some had predicted. К. Boutin (2019) trac-
es the evolution of US-China economic relations from the 
early 1980s, when the United States sought to promote 
China’s economic development as a means of encouraging 
political liberalisation, to the present day, when the Unit-
ed States sees China as a strategic rival and seeks to coun-
ter its economic rise.  In addition, the study presents var-
ious issues that have contributed to the deterioration of 
economic relations, including intellectual property theft, 
trade imbalances, and China’s industrial policies that have 
allowed it to gain a competitive advantage in certain sec-
tors. In conclusion, researcher emphasises the importance 
of addressing the main structural factors that have caused 
economic tensions between the two countries, such as Chi-
na’s restrictions on market access and lack of transparency 
in economic decision-making. He argues that progress can 
only be made if both countries are willing to make signifi-
cant concessions and engage in substantive dialogue.

The author’s findings only partially coincide with the 
results of this research but are essential for understanding 
the essence of China-US relations and their future form, 
considering the significant tension between the countries 
due to trade issues, problems related to the systematic vi-
olation of human rights and freedoms in China, and theft 
of intellectual property and personal data.

International relations scholar P.  Gries (2022) has 
explored how national identity affects the interaction 
between China and the United States. The author argues 
that China and the United States are defined by different 
historical experiences and cultural traditions that gener-
ate different national identities. The author notes that the 
differences in the mentality of the countries contribute to 
conflicts and misunderstandings between China and the 
United States. Thus, P. Gries (2022) suggests that the way to 
improve China-US relations is to recognise and respect the 
differences in national identity between the two countries. 
He argues that the United States should be more sensitive 
to China’s historical experience and cultural traditions, 
while China should be more open to the values the Unit-
ed States promotes, such as democracy and human rights.

Although the author’s results do not coincide with the 
results of this study, they are interesting for analysis. In 
particular, this study presents the possibility of improving 
US-China relations through a high-quality and effective 
dialogue between representatives of the two countries, but 
it is essential to consider the opinions and achievements 
of P. Gries (2022) and note that another important aspect 
of improving US-China interaction is mutual respect for 
cultural and mental differences between the peoples.

Conclusions
The research work allowed identifying important aspects 
related to the establishment of China-US relations, in-
cluding historical development, economic cooperation, 
conflicts, and contradictions that arose during 1940-2020. 
Thus, it was established that the beginning of cooperation 
between the two countries was connected with the United 
States assistance to the nationalist government of China, 
which opposed the communist regime.

The further development of China-US relations was 
determined by the Korean and Vietnam wars, security 
concerns, and the growth of China’s military power, which 
emerged as a rival to the United States, but diplomatic ties 
were further improved to stabilise the situation between 
the two countries.

The pandemic caused by the COVID-19 coronavirus 
infection was a turning point in the history of China-US 
diplomatic relations. In particular, the problem was the 
accusation by the United States of America of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China of concealing information about 
the virus and its massive spread. Along with the problem 
of the pandemic and China’s responsibility for this phe-
nomenon, the issue of human and civil rights on the Chi-
nese side, theft of personal data and intellectual property 
has arisen.

The so-called “trade wars” and mutual economic de-
pendence between the two countries are important as-
pects of the development of China-US relations. 

In addition, the study presented some statistics on 
the problem of mass migration of Chinese citizens to the 
United States, in particular, about 2.6 million Chinese cit-
izens migrated to the United States in 2021. In addition, 
the main reasons for migration are listed: the quality of 
education, human rights situation, economic stability, etc. 

In addition, the main reasons for migration are listed: 
the quality of education, human rights situation, econom-
ic stability, etc. Considering the Ukrainian-russian war, the 
development of China’s military power, etc., it is possible 
that the conflict could escalate, an agreement between the 
states, increased cooperation on global issues, etc. 

For further research on related subjects, it is pro-
posed to clarify the following issues: the impact of the 
russian-Ukrainian war on the image of the United States 
and China in the world; ways to resolve the “trade war” 
between the United States and China; models of peaceful 
cooperation between China and the United States to avoid 
escalation of the conflict in the region.
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Китайсько-американські відносини у 1940-і – на поч. 2020-х рр.: 
становлення та основні проблеми

Анотація. Актуальність тематики науково-дослідної роботи зумовлена погіршенням дипломатичних зв’язків 
між Сполученими Штатами Америки та Китайською Народною Республікою. З’ясування даного питання також 
важливе з огляду на сучасну нестабільну геополітичну ситуацію. Метою дослідження постало виокремлення 
основних етапів розвитку економічних, політичних, соціальних відносин між двома вищезазначеними країнами, 
а також тих проблематичних питань, з котрими стикалися відповідні держави. Методи, котрі були використані у 
роботі: історичний метод, метод статистичний, системний метод, метод аналізу та синтезу, порівняльний метод та 
інші. Було з’ясовано хронології китайсько-американських дипломатичних відносин і врахування тих історичних 
подій, котрі супроводжували розвиток відповідних зносин. Досліджено вплив цих відносин на стан китайсько-
американських зв’язків, зокрема й вплив Другої світової війни, комуністичного режиму в Китайській Народній 
Республіці тощо. Досліджено також і статистичні дані, котрі стосуються так званої «торгової війни» між КНР та 
США. З’ясовано основні аспекти, що стосуються тайванського питання й позиції як американської, так і китайської 
сторони щодо даної території. Також було приділено увагу й реагуванню США та КНР на українсько-російську 
війну тощо. Результати наукової роботи можуть бути використані для написання статей, дисертацій соціологами, 
правниками, а також істориками. Отримані дані можуть бути основою задля покращення та вдосконалення 
дипломатичних відносин між досліджуваними країнами

Ключові слова: міжнародне право; торговельна війна; дипломатія; наддержави; гуманітарна криза


