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SMOKEJUMPER PROGRESS REPORT-REGION 6-1944

PURPOSE OF REPORT

This report supplements and does not supercede the 1943 Region
6 Smokejumper Report. Its purpose is to bring Region 6 Smoke-

jumper activities up to date.

OBJECTIVES-1944

1944 was to be the banner year in which Region 6's one year
old parachute project was to prove itself. 1943 had been a
lean year with but six fire jumps, involving twelve men.
However, the 1944 fire season proved mild and only seven fires
were jumped. Twenty seven jumpers participated in these jumps,
with no injuries sustained, and no fires lost. So, opportunity
was had to demonstrate smokejumpers at work in units ranging
from two to ten men. Tragedy did come to this year's project
on August 2nd when Fred Frank, S & M Flying Service co-owner
and pilot, crashed on a test flight at the Illinois Valley
Airport and was incinerated. No smokejumpers were involved

and the record of no smokejumper fatalities since smokejumping

inception remains unbroken.

Further experimentation was made in cargo dropping and the
results will appear later in this report. To summarize, the
prime objective this year was to develope meéns of getting

to the fires quicker, safer, and adequately equipped with able
and sufficient smokejumpers to handle the task at hand. Means

and methods of accomplishing this end follow.




PERSONNEL—-FOREST SERVICE

Last years Smokejumper Sgquad Leadér, Jack H., was retained

for the 1944 season. He was sent to Region 1 in.April for

further training in jumping, spotting, rigging, and in turn
helped train the new crop of C.P.S. Smokejumpers recreuitéd
this year. At this writing, he has twenty-five parachute

jumps to his credit.

PERSONNEL-C.P.S.
Nine of the ten C.P.S. jumpefs'én last years squad returned
this year. The tenth, Winton Stucky, has been discharged
from C.P.S. on .the basis of a 4-F draft classification re-
sulting from a back injury sustained in 1943's jumping,
Three new C.P.S. jumpers were added after completion of their
parachute training in Montana. 1In addition, a C.P.S. cook
was added. The cook was not a jumper nor did he participate
in fire fighting activities. He rated high with the squad

and the kitchen was no source of trouble.

REGION 6 SMOKEJUMPER PERSONNEL-1944

Jack Heintzelman-Squad Leader
* Elden Boese-Cook
William Laughlin-Jumper - Rigger
Marvin Graeler-Jumper - Rigger
Walter Buller-Jumper - Packer
Kenneth Diller-Jumper
Calvin Hilty-Jumper
C. Raymond Hudson-Jumper
Gus Janzen—Jumper
* Elmer Neufeld-Jumper
Robert Painter-Jumper
* Arthur Penner-Jumper

X




SMOKEJUMPER PERSONNEL-1944 (continqed)

Gerrit Rozeboom-Jumper
Floyd Yoder-Jumper

* New men added to squad - 1944

RELATION OF PROJECT TO REGION 6

As last year, the Smokejumpers were available to Region 6
and the Klamath, Triﬁity and Shasta National Forests of
Region 5. The Forest Supervisor of the Siskiyou National
Forest could dispatch for thevSiskiyou and Klamath Forests
without prior approval of the Regional Dispatcher. Otherr
requests for jumpers were to be routed through the Regional
Dispatcher. While the squad was available to a considerable
area, its practical working range would include the Siskiyou,
Rogue River, Umpgqua, Klamath, Trinity, and Shasta National
Forests. Except in isolated cases, jumpers operating from
their base at the Illinois Valley Airport near Cave Junction,

Oregon, could not hope to compete in travel time with ground

crews beyond this range.

In actual practice, seven fires were jumped; 4 on the Siskiyou,

1 on the Umpgua, 1 on the Klamath, and 1 on the Chelan National
Forest. The Klamath Fire was only one half mile from the
Siékiyou boundary and was jumped without benefit of dispatching,
having been found by airplane while on routine fire reconnais-
ance. The Chelan fire was of project proportions in inaccessible
country and an eight man squad from Region 1 and ten men from

Region 6 did effective work on it.




Jumping in Region 6 has followed the pattern of that in
Region 1 in that many Forests expressed willingness to re-
guisition.. jumpers but mever seemed to geﬁ around to doing
it because the ideal jumping show did not materialize. And.
so, the jumpers set. But as time goes on, this reluctance
dissipates. Jumpers are used on marginal jumping shows.
Forest Officials see what can be done by jumpers and what

can be expected from them. Then, when the fires pop, the
jumpers are used to best advantage. This happened in Region
1 and is happening here. One thing to be remembered is that
smokejumpers have never lost a fire. In Region 1, smokejumpers
are now displacing ground crew firefighters and aerial detec-

tion 1s next.

JUMPER TRAINING

As last year, Region 1 agreed to give Region 6's new jumpers

a complete jumper course preparatory to their qualifying as
Smokejumpers. The Region 6 squad leader went to the Niue-Mile
training camp in mid-April to aid in the training. Two groups
were given three weeks training in which alternate days were
devoted to fire fighting training and jumper training. The
jumper traiﬂing was similar to last year's with the addition
that more emphasis was placed on physical conditioning. After
all new men had seven jumps each, they were given the opportunity
to volunteer as to which station they wished to be assigned for
the summer. From the list'of men volunteering for assignment

to Region 6, three men were chosen by the squad leader and




reported ta Cave Junction, June 10;

At the kédwood Ranger Station, a refresher course was started
upon the return of the squad leader from Montana. Emphasis
was placed on conditioning, including calisthenics, obstacle
course, let—down practice, and conditioning hikes. Starting
June 23, the entire squad made a series of three refresher
jumps. The June 23 jump was a straight steering jump. One
man sustained a muscle injury which kept him from completing
the refresher jumps. The second jump, June 24, was slip
jump. Oﬁ June 25, a camp jump was made in moderately open
Pine timber beneath Little Sanger Peak. The jump was a

success with twelve men landing O.K., a fire camp set up, and

a hot meal served.

Jumper training continued through the summer with ground train-
ing and practice jumps being made. 1In all, nine sets.of
practice jumps, including the refresher jumps, were made between
the period June 23 and August 31. These jumps paid dividends

in that the jumpers developed a "Know How" in handling their
chutes that only comes by doing. One set of practice jumps, in
particular, paid dividends. This set was handled along the
lines of a smokejumper problem. A fire would be set om timber
adjacent to a clearing. At the Ranger Station, the fire bell
would ring and jumpers would swing into action. Egquipment

would be loaded in the truck, the men would start to suit on




the way to the airport, 4 miles disfant. On the way, the
squad leader would outline the problem to the two jumpers
chosen. At the field, all hands turned toward readying the
jumpers, equipment, and plane. Take offs, from fire bell to
the actual taxiing, averaged from 23 to 25 minutes. Over
the target, the fire was handled as an actual problem. The
fire would be sized up, test chute dropped, jumpers out,
cargo dropped, and the plane released by signal'from the
jumpers on the ground. The jumpers would c¢limb out of their
gear, gather their fire packs, and gd to the fire. Jumps
were made in openings to save damage to the chutes during
fire weather. This type of jump is highly recommended as

it brings out the bugs which would otherwise develop when

the chips are down. (For Training Outline, see Appendix A)

RIGGER TRAINING

This year's squad was fortunate in having last year's riggers,
William Laughlin and Marvin Graeler return. It was decided to
send Laughlin to Montana for additional rigger training, and
he spent two and half weeks at the Missoula loft, principally
on repair work. The value of this training was reflected |
throughout the summer,

Walter Buller, a jumper from last year, was trained to pack
parachutes and these three men and the sqhad leader gave this
year's squad an ample rigging department. Frank Derry, in-
structor-rigger from Region 1 spent four days in June and four

in Bugust on the project and offered many valuable tips for




the rigging department.

" SPOTTER TRAINING

Spotter training continued through the season. While the
squad leader was training new men to jump in the Spring in
Montana, he in turn, was receiving additional training and
experience in spotting. This process was continued upon his
return to Oregon with Frank Derry looking at Siskiyou terrain
with him, both from the air and from the ground. Derry's
experience proved valuable in this "on the ground" training.,
It was dedided that an alternate spotter would be desirable
and William Laughlin was trained in this work at every op-
portunity. During the practice jumps, he divided the spotting
quite evenly with the squad leader. He spotted the jumping on
the Lost Camp Prairie fire (Umpgua N.F.) and did a fine job.
This answered the question of what would happen should some-

thing happen to the squad leader.

ESCAPE JUMP PRACTICE

During Ffank Derry's August trip to Oregon, a new type of
training was introduced. Escap training had been triend in
Montana this summer and was instituted here under Derryis
guidance aﬂd instruction. The essence of the training was to
teach Forest Service overhead likely to fly in their work,

the procedure of leaving an airplane should the need ever arise.
The training involved a ground session in which Derry demon-

strated the method of leaving a plane to Forest Service men




and one smokejumper. The smokejumper had never made a rip-
cord jump. Then the trainees would go through the process,
diving out of the grounded plane onto a pile of mattresses.
The next step was for the trainees to take to the air; the
smoke jumper being equipped with a special spotter pack which
accommodated an additional emergency chute. The smokejumper
would make the actual rip cord jump, the trainees watching.
This created the psychology among the forest service men
that they could do it too if necessary. In all, the Forest
Supervisor, Assistant Forest Supervisor, 6 Rangers, and a
District Guard took the traininé along with three smokejumpers

who made the actual jumps. The training was enthusiastically

received.

FIRE TRAINING

The three new men assigned to the Oregon sgquad received 8

days fire training in Montana. The training included the
elements ordinarily given new trainees at guard schools.
Training continued intermittently throughout the summer

keeping in mind the training given last year and the winter's
cruising by the holdovers and the experience they gained there-
from in compass, mapping, and woodsmenship. The sguad was

trained to function in one and two man units or as a squad.




EQUIPMENT PARACHUTES

This year's'parachute inventory was virtually the same as
last year's except that it was increased to accommodate the
larger équad.' There was one extra back pack chute (see

Appendix C for inventory of parachutes and jumper equipment.) .

IMPROVEMENTS—-PARACHUTE EQUIPMENT

Important changes were made in parachute equipment this

year in Region 1 and these were incorporated into Region 6
equipment.

The Army type static line snap for back pack parachutes was
adopted thié year. This snap, foolproof in construction,
eliminates the possibility of any mechanical failure in its
function. The only reason for the new snap to fail would be
the human element. That the old type snap ever failed mech-
anically has never been definitely ascertained. However, it
was conceivable that it could. The new snap gives a tremend-
ous psychological boost to the jumper.

Nylon parachutes made their debut this year and compare favor-
ably with the "silks". The difference in operation between a
nylon and a silk chute 1is negligible. Nylon is slightly
stronger than silk; the load lines are stiffer, and the canopy
packs flatter on the container.

An important.change was made this year in the steering of the
28 foot slotted Irvin back pack parachute. The Irvin canopy
has two seven foot slots, one behind each shoulder of the

jumper as he is suspended in the air.




In the pasﬁ, stéering of the chute has been accomplished by
pulling a guide line attached to the canopy directly below
one slot, closing the slot. The air rushing through the
other slot caused the chute to turn. Now, the guide lines
have been advanced to the gore ahead of the slot on each

side. Thus, instead of closing a slot when pulling on a
guide line, the slot is creased so the air going through it
jets forward causing the chute to turn rapidly. This has
been the most radical change in parachute maneuverability in
the past season. It makes the Irxrvin a highly steerable chute
which has but one factor to yield to the Eagle type chute.

It has approximately two miles less forward speed per hour,
three as against five (approximate). This, too, is compensa-
ted for in that the average Irvin will turn so much faster
than the Eagle causing its forward speed to be put to advant-
age sooner. It must be remembered that forward speed in the
wrong direction is a disadvantage.

Another notable change this year was the making over of the
jumper harnesses and the risers on the chest pack parachutes,
so that the chest pack parachute canopy could be converted to
a back pack parachute by simply packing it in a back pack con-
tainer. This was previously‘impossible as the hardware on the
risers of the chest pack canopies were snaps instead of "V"
rings. In addition, the trend is towards using 28 foot slotted

Irvin canopies in chest packs. Nine of our chest packs are




this way; tﬁe other four being 24 foot Irvins without slots.
The 27 foot Eagle chest canopies used last year were traded
to Reglon 1 for 28 foot slotted Irvin chests. Region 1, in
turn, converted the Eagles to spotter packs, thus providing
guick opening spotter packs. The chest pack change offers
three advantages. The canopies are interchangeable with
back pack canopies. Thus, wear can be egualized. Should
there be a shortage of back pack chutes due to damage, chest
packs could be converted giving more available chute sets.
Thirdly, a better steering chute is available should it be
necessary to use a chest pack.

The chest pack was used only once this summer, when Floyd
Yoder, unable to correct a line-over on his main chute, sprung

his chest chute. It functioned good.

SPOTTER PACKS

A third spotter pack was added this year in the interest of
greater safety to the man working in the plane door. This
was a 27 foot Eagle. Theoretically, it will allow a man
falling out at 100 feet elevation to land safely. The human
element is a big factor here in that the parachute rip cord
would have to be pulled guick. Nevertheless, this is the
quickest open chute available at this time and is well worth

investment. The chute container was specially built in




Montana this Spring and all spotters over there are being

supplied with -them.

EQUIPMENT-SMOKEJUMPER SUITS

Smokejumper suits remained the same this year. Three new

suits were purchased for the new jumpers,

of making each jumper self sufficient.

EQUIPMENT-FIRE FIGHTING

Last year's fire packs were changed slightly with the idea

Thus, if there were

a bust of jumper fires, one man could be dropped to a small

fire instead of the usual two.

There always would be another

jumper in the airplane, should he be needed, as a safety factor.

With one man idea in mind, each fire pack contained the follow-

ing:
1.
1.
1.

1.

Packboard w/sack
Sleeping bag
Pulaski, w/sheath
Baby Shovel w/sheath
File

K Rations

Map Case

Notebook

Pencil

Fireman's Report

Form 10-R6

1 5 gal. back pack w/pump

1.1 gal.. canteen

1.1 man First Aid Kit
1l.Flashlight w/extra batterie:
2 .Lookout Reports

l.District Map

l.Forest Map

l.Protractor

1.Compass

l1.¥older Matches

Salt Tablets

Spikings, Clothes, Juices




In addition a saw was cargoed ready to tie onto the fire pack.
The pack was cargoed flat and dropﬁed on a 9' x 9' burlap. ILast
year, two packs were cargoed together and dropped on a large
muslin or'silk chute. By using burlaps this year and cargoing
packs singly, any number of fire packs could be dropped; The
small chute would have a better chance of reaching the ground
through the trees. Also, if the jumper was in a remote area,
he needn't bring out his burlap chute where a silk cargo, with
all its weight and'bulk, would have to be packed back from the
fire. On the other hand, the pack on a burlap chute would land
hard. Little mortality of equipment was had this way; however,
except in "Trader Horn" packboards which wouldn't take much im-

pact in landing.

"EQUIPMENT-RADIOS

Communication remains one of the major problems of the smoke-
jumper. 'Considerable progress has been made, however. By -the
end of the summer, four "SX" and three "S" sets were available.
The "S" set is too weak for plane to ground communication so is
valuable only in calling from the fire to a lookout point. The
"gX" is a good radio but is also not too satisfactory for plane
to ground service. It will work with some degree of success up
to six miles so is definitely better than nothing. A better
ultra-high freguency set is definitely needed for installation

in the plane. For ground to ground use, the "SX" is the best




light radio tried. Where lasf year radios were dropped on
burlap chutes, this year they were ﬁut in canvas cases and
strapped to the jumper's leg. Damage was insignificant.
Radios were used-on three fires with complete success. Plane
to ground communication was not used on fires as it is time
consuming where not necessary.

In future smokejumper activity, it is recommended that com-
munication be built around an "SX" network with a high powered

set capable of communicating with the "SX" installed in the

plane.

PARACHUTE LOFT AND TRAINING UNITS

Last year's project started from scratch. This year, the all-
important parachute loft was in place. Thus the project was

in a much better position for an early season bust. New
additions to the loft included an interior paint job and a

sink with piped water. A small obstacle course was constructed
east of the loft and a tower jump was installed. The entire
area was fenced. This work completed the main elements needed

to keep jumpers in condition and to provide them ground training.

ATRPORT FACILITIES

A temporary structure has been constructed at the Illinois
Valley Airport sufficiently large to accommodate an airplane
of 7-passenger Fairchild or 6-passenger Travelair class. It

is a fir pole and cedar shake affair without side walks, expense




being confined to nails. It is sufficient to provide an airplane
protection from the sun but doesn't protect against dust. An oil
strip has been provided in front of the haﬁgar to provide a place
for an airplane to warm up. Four hundred gallons of waste oil
was used to prepare the strip. In addition, a tent frame was
constructed along side the airplane shed for use of personnel
guarding the airplane. This, with the wind sock and telephone,

completes the improvements at the airport.

ATRPLANE HIRE

The airplane situation was in a state of flux throughout the
summer. Originally, a contract was made with the S & M Flying
Service of Dallesport, Washington which provided that the 7-
passenger Fairchild used last year would be stationed for the
period July 1 to September 10 at the Illinois Valley Airport
and would be available prior to and following that period at
the Dallesport base. The plane was hired at $42.00/hr. for a
guaranteed 88 hours. This contract came to a disastrohs end

on August 2 when Fred Frank, co-owner of the S & M Flying Ser-
vice, crashed on a test flight--the crash ending fatally. The
plane was burned. The S & M Flying Service failed to obtain
another suitable plane and its contract was terminated. Negoti-
ations were started immediately and a 6-passenger Travelair was

obtained from the Johnson Flying Service, Missouls, Montana. It




was stationed at Cave Junction for the period August 15 to
September 1 and was hired on a $40.00 per hour, two hour per
each day guarantee. From the period August 2 to August 15 and
September 1 to tﬁe end of the season, reliance was placed on
the use of a Marine, R4D, Transport plane operating from the
Corvallis Marine Base. So an airplane of some type was avail-
able throughout the season. Advances over last year were made
in plane hire in that for the bulk of the season an airplane
was based handy to the smokejumper squad. This being a prime
requisite for the proper functioning of a jumper unif.- The
Fairchild and Travelair planes proved pfactical for one and
two man fires. For larger fires or for jumping a group of
fires in one locality, these planes are more costly than a
plane of the Ford tri-motor class.

The Marine R4D Transport plane was used twicé this year. This
plane is the same as the regular bi-moter United Airline pass-
enger plane stripped to fit military needs. It is rated as a
24 passenger plane. Advantages and disadvantages of this plane

are as follows:

ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES
1. Large carrying capacity. 1. Cannot land at small field
Probably could handle 16 jumpers.
2. Speed. Can be slowed down to 2. Jumping speed higher than
80 m.p.h. for jumping in planes previously used
3. Large door for jumping or 3. Poor visibility. Because
throwing out cargo of large low wing and smal

windows, working visibilit

is impaired

4. Radius of turn. Makes too
large a turn for effective

use as a jumper plane




DISADVANTAGES (continued)

5. Cost. High operation cost.
Marines use three men to
operate

Despite its advantage, it would not appear to be the all around
plane desired. For jumping project fires in good jumping country
it could be put to great use. For jumping to a small target in
difficult terrain, it is dangerous.

It is recognized that in these difficult war years, the problem
of obtaining suitable jumper airplanes approaches the impossible.
With this in mind, it would appear that Region 6 has done as well
as it could in this respect. In future airplane hiring; the
following points should govern:

1. To obtain an airplane of adequate size, speed, carrying
capacity, power, lift, and visibility.

2. To obtain a safe airplane. This involves not merely
the hiring of a C.A.A. licensed plane but of the hiring
from a highly reputable firm.

3. To obtain a good mountain pilot. Not every one who
flies a plane has the makings of a mountain flier.

4. To obtain a pilot, who, by reputation is not a show-off
or stunt man. There is no place for this in smokejumping.

These points, all of which are "musts" are hard to obtain without
the fetters of red tape. The bid system here is a detriment and

should be eliminated.




ACTIVE WESTERN AIR DEFENSE ZONE
Army regulations on flying in the "Active‘Western.Air Defense
zone” continued in force in 1944. They were relaxed suffici—
ently to allow for flying up to four hours on one flight‘plan.
Thus, repeated trips to a fire 30 minutes distant couid be
handled on one flight plan. The filing of a flight plan did
not hamper any fire Jjump this year. Occasional communication
bobbles in filing for practice jumps bore evidence that further
attempts to eliminate the flight plan formality be made. Current
news on this suﬁject sould appear to indicate that the Army
would do that this winter as further relaxation of Western flying

rules seems to be the trend.

FIRE JUMPS

Seven fires were jumped in 1944 by the Region 6 squad. Twenty
seven individual jumps went to make up these fire jumps. That
all these fires were not jumper shows is not contested. However,
those fires of marginal jumper valué were handled in periods of
relatively low jumper need. That they made better smokejumpers
of the R-6 personnel can not be contested. A brief description
of each fire jump follows: (See Appendix D for Individual Fire

Reports-Eckett and Lyall fire reports not obtained)




POKER FLAT FIRE

The Poker Flat Fire (T18N, R6E, S20, H.M. Klamath N.F.)

was discovered July 27 while on a reconnaisance with jumpers
following a lightning storm the previous day. The fire was
small and didn't appear to be doing a great deal. 1In as much
as fire conditions were steady and there were ten jumpers in
the hole, the squad leader decided to jump two men at Poker
Flat, a large meadow, 1/2 mile distant from the fire, on a
road about an hours drive from the West Branch Guard Station.
It was seen that.no action had been taken on the fire and
because of the very small smoke it was raising, it was doubted
if any lookouts had detected it. The jump would be good ex-
perience and by jumping for the meadow, the chutes would not
be damaged and could be put in order quickly. The jumping
procedure took 30 minutes and the jumpers, Laughlin and Painter,
were on the fire one hour after its discovery. It was burning
in down logs and creeping in duff. An afternoon wind threat-
ened to cause trouble but control had been effected to a point
where the fire was held at its original 0.11 acres. Seven

hours after its discovery the jumpers were back at headquarters.

12




LOST CAMP PRAIRIE FIRE

The Lost Camp Prairie Fire, (T255, R3E, S6, W.M., Umpgua N.F.)
was a dandy boost for smokejumping on one hand énd a kick in the
pants to get-a-way time on the other. Its slow get-a-way time,
however, was due to extenuating circumstances. on July 28, our
contract airplane was broken down with magneto trouble. At

2:25 PM, the Supervisor said that an airplane from Corvallis
equipped with a static line, would arrive at the Illinois Valley
Airport at 3:15 PM to take two jumpers to the Lost Camp Prairie
Fire on the Umpqua N.F. What kind of a plane? Nobody knew!

Bill Laughlin ana one man were to jump the fire, Laughlin spotting,
and the squad leader being held in reserve with the rest of the
squad pending repair of the contract plane. At 3:12 PM the

plane, a Marine Transport, arrived. Starting then, most of

our concepts of spotting had to be altered to fit the plane.
Another fire materialized near Tannen Mt. (Siskiyou N.F.) and
permission was obtained to jump two men on the Tannen fire en-
route to the other fire and to jump three men on the Umpgua.

At 4:09 PM, the plane took off. At 5:16 PM the Tannen jumps

were completed and the plane was on its way to the Umpqua.
Rozeboom, Hudson, Laughlin and equipment were on the ground at
7:03 PM. Equipment was collected and the fire attacked at 8: 00PM.
Control was effected three hours later at 0.8 of an acre. Groundr
forces arrived 15 hours after the first attack after traversing

a trail estimated to be all the way from 16 to 25 miles.




Burning conditions and fuel factors were an aid to early
control. As a jumper show, this fire was a natural and
Laughlin is to be commended on his spotting under difficult

conditions.

TANNEN FIRE

Much of the detail of the Tannen fire, (T415, R6W, S15, W.M
Siskiyou N.F.) has already been reported above. The initial
attack was made by two jumpers, Walter Buller and Elmer Neufeld
who by virtue of their jump, became the first smokejumpers to
attack a fire from a military transport plane. The fire was
controlled at 0.1 acre, one hour and forty minutes after initial
attack, the principal trouble being a large Incense cedar

which was afire. The Bolan lookout arrived at the fire after

control had been effected.

CRAZY PEAK FIRE

The Crazy Peak Fire, (T18N, R5E, S6, H.M. Siskiyou N.F.)
occurred July 29. This fire, but a spot in size, was a classic
example of using jumpers on marginal jumping shows. The fire
was reported to the squad leader at 1:48 PM. The plane took off
at 2:06 PM, 18 minutes later, and two men, Marvin Graeler and
Gus Janzen, were on the fire at 3:00 PM after jumping 0.1 of a
mile from the fire. The fire was only 18 miles by road, three
by trail and on half cross country from the nearest smokechaser,

but due to the location given by the lookout and the size of the




fire, a ground crew would have undoubtedly gone to the look-
outs location first and may have not found the fire until it
had spread consigerably. Airplane detection picked up the
lookouts error after very brief checking and saved a great

deal of time and wasted effort in attacking the fire

LITTLE GRAYBACK FIRE

The Little Grayback Fire, (T18 N, R6E, S5, H.M. Siskiyou N.F.) was another
roadshow proposition. The plane took off at 6:15 PM July 31, 23 minutes
after action had been requested. The fire was one mile north of a road,
three quarters by trail, one quarter cross country. The jumping show at
the fire was tough if not dangerous. The fire was not doing much. We
dropped back and jumped Hilty and Diller at the road and trail junction.
It is interesting to note that with a one quarter mile drift, both

jumpers hit the road, 50 yards apart--Hilty in the Klamath National Forest
and Diller on the Siskiyou. Hilty had to lift his chute out of the road
so a car could get by. The fire was controlled at 8:30 PM at 0.03 acres.

Follow up arrived after control. Here again, jumpers were used on a

marginal show. Probably super marginal.

ECKETT FIRE
The Eckett Fire, T18N, R2E, S20, H.M. Siskiyou National Forest, started
August 27 and was finally controlled at 20 acres. This was another road-
show in buckskin boulder country. It was a good two and a half hours
from the Gasquet Ranger Station by car and by the time ground forces ar-

rived, the sixth smokejumper had jumped. Jumping was done one half mile




from the fire at a point where the boulders wgten't too thick.

Jumpers handled one side of the fire; the ground crew the other.

" LYALL FIRE -

The Lyall Fire (Chelan N.F.) was the first fire jumped by R-6
smokejumpers as a unit. On September 8, the sguad left Cave
Junction at 4:30 AM by truck for Medford. At 12:50 PM, the
Marine Transport plane used for the trip was over the fire. s
But 3 hours and 10 minutes flying time had been consumed .in
taking smokejumpers across Oregon and Washington. At the fire,
1 hour and 25 minutes was consumed in jumping ten men and cargo
in a rather difficult chance and out of the not too workable
transport. The jump had been made immediately adjacent to.
spot fires and but one quarter mile from the main fire's edge.
The R-6 jumpers and an eight man squad from R-1 which jumped
earlier in the day handled one side of the fire, estimated at
300 acres; a ground crew handled the bottom and natural breaks
took care of the rest. Control was effected September 9 at
6:00 PM. and the R-6 squad left the fire September 12 after
considerable mop-up. The two jumper squads had built between
one half and three quarters mile of fire line in a sod type
duff. 1In addition approximately 30 spot fires, ranging from
spots to an acre, had been suppressed. The smokejumper fire
was 56 miles by boat, 10 miles by road, 9 miles by trail and a

difficult mile cross country from the town of Chelan.

‘1_1



GROUND FIRES

In addition to the seven fires jumped, seven more fires were
fought by smokejumpers taking ground action. Four of these
were attacked in assistance to State fire forces. As soon as
the fires could be made safe, they were turned over to the
State. Of these, two were mill fires and two were fires burn-
ing on farm woodlands. Four men gave effective action on the
"Alberg" C fire late in August at a time when our airplane was
down for repairs.' Their assistance amounted to helping control

the fire after it had broken away.

During the period September 26 to September 29; the smokejumpers
worked on the 300 acre Patrick Creek Fire (Siskiyou) and 930
acre "French Hill" fire (Siskiyou) to good advantége. On the
French Hill fire in particular they performed well, building

a mile and a quarter of held line in addition to doing other
assignments such as, patrol, laying telephone line and mop-up.
Working in heavy Tan oak and brush, the progressive method of
fire line construction was used to good advantage with all

line being burned out.

SMOKEJUMPER USE POLICY

Smokejumper Use policy as defined in the Forest Supervisor's
memorandum of August 16, 1943 to the District Rangers (Siskiyou)

remained the same in 1944,
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PUBLICITY'
The policy on publicity remains the same, It is not sought.
This yeaf's squad-did éerform once for camera man; Emery; of
Columbia Pictures. His departure from the technically correct
theme was almost too much for the squad leader to stomach. The
only other major publicity came when a Wenatchee newspaper man
wrote up the Lyall fire jump. He earned his copy in paper bags

full.

CARGO DROPPING

Further cargo dropping experimentation was made this year.
Experimentation was principally with burlap chutes as there

is little qguestion about the effectiveness of silk and muslin
chutes. Results of these tests are as follows: (See Appendix E
for detailed results of cargo dropping.)

1, A burlap chute, rigged with a static line is virtually
infallible if properly rolled.

2. Cargo can be dropped on a static line burlap chute from
200 feet elevation with safety.

3. Thirty blocks of wood were dropped _into heavy second
growth timber on 6 x 7 static line burlaps. Of these,
one failed to open due to a faulty static line snap;
four hung over the tops of trees; seven hung on side
branches, and 18 or 60% reached the ground.

4. Fire packs, weighing up to 50 pounds can be dropped
effectively on 9 x 9 static line burlaps.

5. Eight packages of food were dropped to lookout stations
on 6 x 7 static line burlaps. The packages weighed
from 19 to 30 pounds. Loss was nil.




SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

142 individual jumps were made by R~6 jumpers outside of

training jumps in Montana this year. 27 of these were to
seven fires. Two injuries occurred in practice jumps, both
in landing, neither involving broken bones; As last year,
no injuries wvere sustaineé on fire jumps.

Again, not enough fire jumps were made fo prove the projeét.
Forests, other than Siskiyou, are slowly becoming interested
in smokejumping. More education is needed.

Marginal jumper shows were jumped this year, three jumps
being on roaas. This type of jump when fire conditions are

moderate is good training.

Escape training and show me trips for forestry overhead has

~value.

The obtaining of a suitable airplane remains the number one

problem.

A better ultra high frequency radio is needed for installation
in the airplane. The "SX" radio is satisfactory on the ground.
This year's squad had one extra back pack parachute. It would
be good to have at least three.

Too much reliance should not be placed on the use of a transport
plane for jumping. It has limited workability.

Progress in equipment has been made this year, notably the
static line snap change, the Irvin guide line change, and the

chest pack change.




10.

The pregent.C.P.S. squad.has deveioped into a seasoned
jumping and firefighting urit. However, it has been in
one place too long. 1f C.P.S. men are used mext year,

it is recommended that the R-6 squad be traded to Montana

for another squad.




RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FIRST AID TO PERSONS WHO BECOME
SICK OR INJURED IN THE WILDERNESS AREAS

WHEEEAS, there are large wilderness areas adjacent to Missoula, which
areas are frequented by hunters, fishermen, miners, and others,

WHEREAS, from time -to time there are serious ceses of accident and
sickness in these areas, which cases often require that the patient be
transported long distances in hand carried litters over rough trails,
and that very often there is not sufficient personnel nor equipment in
the party to rapidly carry the patient over these trails, .

WHEREAS, the United States Forest Service has men trained in jumping
from aeroplanes, and all necessary equipment for this work, and although
this equipment is adjacent to Missoula during the forest fire season,

it is stored elsewhere the remainder of the yesar,

WHEREAS, there is a physician available in Missoula who is experienced
in parechute jumping and willing to do so to give service to injured
persons in the wilderness aresas

WHEREAS, if a few of these parachute jumpers and equipment were kept
in Missoula these men could jump out of a plane and render valuable
assistance in providing medical care, supplies and transportation to
the injured person,

As, for example, but recently there was a serious accident in
the Bob Marshell Wilderress Area and it required 22 hours to carry the
irjured person from the locetion of the accident to an awaiting
aeroplene. The long tortuous trip almost claimed the life of the
injured person. If jumper service had been available, the doctor could
have reached the injured person in & couple hours and the person could
have been carried out in not over eizht hours.

WHEREAS, the United States Forest Service has no funds to maintain the
Jumper personnel except for the forest fire season,

WHEEREAS, such standby service centrally located at }issoula could be
eflective for the large territory of forested areas through northern

ldaho end liontene,

WHEREAS, the Ynited States Forest Service now has permanent authority
to incur expense to render first aid to forest travelers (527-1930,
46 Sstat., 387, Section 3),

WE, THEREFQORE, urge that sufficient funds be made available to the
Hegional Forester, Region Une of the United States Forest Service at
¥issoula, Montana for the purpose of providing the egquipment and
personnel estimated at a minimum of four people necessary for this pur-
pose during that period of the year when not otherwise provided for.




APPENDIX A
JUMPER TRAINING - 1944

- DATE TRAINING
Daily 15 to 30 minuté; calisthenics unless on conditioning work.
June 7 Local conditioning hike - 1 hr. 15. min.
June 8 Local conditioning hike - 1 hr. 15 min.
9 Local conditioning hike - 1 hr. 15 min.
10 Local conditioning hike - 1 hr. 15 min.
13 Local conditioning hike - 1 hr.
15 Conditioning hike on Rough and Ready Trail - 4 hours
17 Spotter training - Ground trip in buckskin boulder country- D1scuss1on
of jumping targets.
19 Squad discussion of camp jump - 3 hours.
20 Frank Derry gave talk on handling of parachutes - 1 hour
22 Spotters practice trip over buckskin boulder country by plane - Derry
instructing - 1 hour 15 min.
23 Steering jumps - 13 men
24 Slip jumps - 12 men
25 Camp jumps - 12 men
29 Squad on jumper training units - 2 hours
30 Conditioning hike - Squaw Mt. - 1 day
July 6 False alarm fire. Airplane trip to Bolan Cr. w/2 jumpers - 37 min. getaway
Discussion w/squad on tomorrow's jump - 1 hour
7 Stip jumps - 11 men
.8 Stip jumps - 12 men
10 Conditioning hike - 1 hr
17 Jumped four men to false smoke - 25 min. getaway
18 Jumped four men to salse smoke - 24 min. getaway
21 Jumped 5 men to false smoke - 23 min. getaway

a2




APPENDIX A (cont'd)

e —

DATE TRAINING
July 25 Discussion of drafts in relation to jumping - 1 hour
Aug. 11 Conditioning hike to Bolan L.0. - 1 day
16 Practice jumps - 6 men Escape jump practice - 3 F.S. men and Squad Leader.
17 ‘Escape jump practice - 3 F.S. men and jumper. Practice jumps - 6 men
18 Escape jump practice - 3 F.S. men and 1 jumper. S1ip jump - 1 man
25 Practice jump -:6 men
26 Practice jump - 7 men
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ABRIAL - Biskiyou

Smoke jumper Squad i - :

Job list ' Cave Junction, Oregon
- . July 19, 1944,

l'ot Foyest Supervisor
Fromt J Haintzelman

Following is a sugeested job list for the =mokejurmper squad for this
sumer, It is hoped that we will be able to go mhead with the program .
in pood order &8 we are now through with our more intensive preparations
for the fire season, The list is by priorityt

+1. Construct shed for airplens at eirport.
2. Convert reject man parachutes to cargo chutes,
S. Complete loft,
v4£, Haul loose hay.
+&, Complete last winter's cruise data(Ray Hudaon)
[Peme w/ e m'f‘f,«rj ~ B, Botter telephom line ad nirport.
7. Construct - mile metallic line from O'Brien east
" on Scnger - Bolen telephone line.
i paal e _ > 84 Cut wood supply for Ranger Station.
TAuws weationsy o7 9, Lianke telephone poles end stubs,
(P Cane® Bolen 10, Treil betterment of following treils:
¥ud Springs
Ccrnyon Creek
Squaw Cr,.
Lucinger Creek
Big Grayback

Luch of the sbove work is close to the Ranrer Station end should
£it our nesd for being rather closely on czll. At least two jumpers
vill elways be kent on {rmediaste cell,

(A

+7




r. .
CONTROL = 3iskiyou
Mr Pat=ol

-

Tot Yorest Bupervisor
Yrozm: J Hointzelman

N-rarence iz meds to your mezorendum of July 12,
sursested budgzet of tha use of the non - 7F plens hours.
Iroa your offios will be apprecicted,

Thtel Contract hours

Uzed todrte

3 lznce ,

Rererved for unforsoen jobe.
Belencs

Practice jumps (July 17,18,19) Jumping £ men and
fire pecks to aimiloted fire, (me complete round
af Soors.

Freotice jumps - Steering {~ug.t)

Pr-gtiss Sumrne (/uz.16,17,18) - Siniloted fire jwrs

“peotios jume Steering (3ept.l)

Prectice jumpa Ctoering {S6pt.9)

B-lence

Eperimentel corro droppicg gt 700 tc 500 feat elev,
with turlep chates; 30 equipped with stetic lipec;
20 without, To prove rorth of strotio lirs,

I..lance
Recorved for rcouting on hezerdous a-ys(non-FT)

Belance

Trial trip to R-—n Rivew %etionel Forest. Fly to
S ieéford, fwir D Tap o1 34m112ted fire, return to
i 111, Vallaw fiz-ort. -uvrposesl Try off Forest jump,
mere Rogue €1751ane mindad,

Palence
‘.aserve for varnihle nrectics Jurp eftor Sept,10

- alence
Lookout Supply oc::binsd with study of eouniry.

Bulunce

Cave Junstion, Oregon
July 14, 1544,

Yollowing is a

Ooresmt
a8
25104 ost,
62156 est,
15100
47158 est,
4330
4 Bo's]
4£:30
2330
£:30
2l
4:°0
ng:re
157
1¥::6
b dale
) i
2.,
(el
§:56




Airplane Use - puge £

A five trziming plem and s project 115t will be sulmitted shortly.

The fire treining plan will be submitted by catezoriss of what we hope
to scoamplish by periods of time rsther then s dey by dey plan as the ’
l1etter would be upsst too s2sy by unforsoer everts,

The above buiget of airplane uss time 1s frankly = trial dballoorn on

my part dut does include rost of the necesscry elenents, The grested
trip to the Rogus River Baiionzl Forest =ould be a test of our effective-
reas off the Forwst end tould =lso show ths rersornsl over there what

ecr be expectsd. At present, this 12cs exists only in xy mind but if

it is sooceptedle to you we sre enxious to have &t it ns soon as possible,

In regerd to the trizl of static line turlapa versus those withouy, I
would like to got down to erses :nd peclly prove their worth, At this
writing I think cnd would liks to prove that ststic lins burlaps ocen
bs dropped lower with greater rsturn op equipmert thenm the non- statie
Iipa barlap,. '

Tho tize ressrved for scouting on hezardous dsys rnd lookout supply
could de comdined with trips to 2llow Rangsrs end Distriet Ouerds
en eorial view of %hoir torritory,

;- now tiye of vractiss Ju=p would dbe introduced, fe we wduld nieme

¢ frie Tire, :onciico our pot -g-wmgr, Jurm two mon te e Pleld zd jecent
to5 tLdoz, here them aismel for thelr eguiyment ond o to tmo fire
xrich would not be Aircctdy visidle fro- the rround, The firs would
be ¢ =—utge pos of .oma kizd, The erew maxbers rot m=iine the Juyp
would te et tR> Jurmrers t:rpot rriehin~ ¢t vrrocedure. From thie,
surrastiors for ioprovements should crise.
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AZRIAL - Biskiyou

Snoke Juxer Squed n

Treining - . _ Cave Junstion, Oregon
| 7/18/a.,

To: ZTorsst Supervisey
From! J Haintzelman : .

The ireining progrsm for the mmokejumper squec tocate has been as
follors:

2,7 - Celisthenics = 30 min, Jooal comiitioning hike ~1hr,15 min,

(/¢ = Local conditioning hike (1 br. 1iG nin.i ’

6/9 - Calisthenios - 30 min, Looal conditioning bike = lhr.1$ min,

6/10= 8o as 6/9. Showed new men erouni Ranger Station including
fire control set up, .

'¢/12- Iasuing equipment for 1 men P¥ outfits « B hoors,

£/15~ Calisthenics - 30 min. Loocsl conditioning hike - 1 h-,

€/14~ Calisthenics - 30 min,

;18 ~Culisthenics =« 30 min, Four hour conditioning hike vith = of
crew vp Rough and Reedy trz1lj ¢ up Joserhine Mt, ¥Wa-,
Intaercormunieation with 8X redic,.

£/16= Celisthenies - 3D min,

+/4i¢= Colvill,Derry, Bowarman, end I toor & triy thru huckskir
boulder country by cer to study Ilumvping possivilities-2 bhre,

r /18- Dorry,boverman, wné I studied Juwmiar vascitilities in 5:nger
Py, country, Picked out Camp Jump suot under Little S-nrer,

6/19- Squad on discussion of Coup Juwm -3 hr.

6/2¢ ~Celisthenics =30 min, Jerry gave am hours telk on hendldne
pare~shutec in Jumping,.

¢/2°~ Pilots liocore, amd Fremk, Insiructor Derry, end Leurhlin anc I
went on spoiters prectice trip by vlane over buckskin
toulder country, Stufied juwiping yossibilities and hed
apotting practice, lhr. 15 min,

€/23- 13 men nade stesring jumps @t Shepp's field.

6/24- Corgo droppi--~ £t iiraort., Static 1ine burlep worked ~ou’.
S11p Sump &t Shepp's rield, 1B men . Derry geve cn “ou-:
talk on resulis ¢l Jusping.

€/25- Camp Jurp undar 1ii{ilc Sanger. 1% men jurmed. Pire ormp Cor
50 man drop~ed ¢ ho! mal covked. Chuves retriaved, com
discunsad, ’

/27 -Th»ee new :wn cud Joder went to Bolan Mt, 1.0, to study countrv.

6/2%~ Sqund on cidisilisiacs :nd Jumper treinirs units - 2 hours,

6/30~ Sgqued cn eznllrfanin: tike over Squew Kt, Way; than droiz to
Sorpentine Ft, L.0. and studied country, = 1l day,

7/5 - Zodlo cless itk Ecek instruotine = 1 hr.

7/6 —= False Alam - Fiex over Bolan Or. with 2 jumrers lookins for
fire. Good ;. uctic: problem in get-a eway,

?/7 - Slip jumps for 11 men at Seate field.

7/€ « Slip Jumps at Seats field. To correct yssterdays errrs.




Training = pg.t

7/10- Corditionirp hike «~lhr, Oelésthenies « 30 min,

Fire suppression class with Cridd inatrueting - 4 M=,
7/11~ Suppression of am2ll fireg et Squaw Cr. Sct 3 mmall fires
&nd squad put them out and mopped them up, — 6 hra.

7/13~ Fight men ran a helf mile compass ep pecing course.

7/17- Sokejumping prodblem for four msn, Jumved at O'Briesn with
ull factors similating en actual usxoiejury cs closa es
possibdle,

7/18~ Scme es ebove plsnned,

7/1° - Sema &8 ebove nlanned,

The new men recruited thia yazr went throu~: r rzt'er intensive fire
treining course in Montsme in coxnecticn with their jumper training,
“hey ueve hzd ell the elenauts of ano%eckasiig thers. The ju-pers
“hutl were lere 1=st yeer have last eers experience behind them plus
& Tintar o woods wori, larzely cruising,
/%-
f

I
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AXRIAL * S¢skiyou

Smoke Jumper Bquad

Fire Training Cave Junction,
: : : Juns 19, 1944,

Tot Yorest Supervisor

From: J Heintzelman

Reference is made to my memorsndum of July 18, Following is a
tentative fire treining plan for the balance of the sumer, The
program is listed by periods as many of ths elements of training
affected by dey by day events:

Poriod July 20 = 31

Buppression of small fires - 4 hours

Use of redio ‘ - 2 hours
Progressive mseth, fire lins construction - 2 hours
Digoussion of fire forms - 2 hours
Snag felling -~ 4 hours

Conditioning daily ( Work projeot or cslisthenics)

Period Aurust 1 - 5

Suppression of small fires --4 hours
Conditioning hike w/packs to Bolen L.O.

via French Pk, Tr, Study country & Ret. = 1 dey
Smokechasing problems from Temn, Mt, L.Oe. = 4 hours
Conditioning dafly (Work project or calistheniocs)

Period Aurust 15 - 30

Progressive meth. fire line construction = 4& hours
Snag falling ‘ - 4 hours
Conditioning hike to Leke L't, & Ret, - ) dey
Conditioning defly (Work project or calisthenics)

Pariod Sent. 1 - 15

Suppression of gmell fires - 4 hours
Progressive neth, firs line const. - 2 hours
Snes felling - 4 hovrs

Conditioning deily (VWork project or calisthenics)

Oregon

This mamo supplements my memorendum of July 14 sugrestinz e budret

for tha uses of the eirplens tims for thes sumer,

e

-

I,




APPENDIX C

INVENTORY-SMOKEJUMPER EQUIPMENT

7

Ropes, let-down, 125' ea.

ITEM NO REMARKS
Canopies, Slotted, Irvin, 28! 20 No. 22,24,38,39,48,51,63,65,71,77,90
106,108,122N, 136, 171, 172,191,
192,193.
Canopies, Irvin, 24° 4 No. 21273, 31736, 31742, 21743
Canopies, Eagle, 30' 3 No. 2592, 2598, 2612B
Covers, back pack parachutes 14
Containers for " " 16
Containers for 24' Irvin chest
parachutes 5
Containers for 28' Irvin chest
9

Parachutes, Irvin Standard 24' 2 No. 31740, 31799

aplete
Parachute, Eagle Standard 27' 1 No. 541
complete
Parachutes, cargo silk w/con=- 4
tainers.
Parachutes, cargo, muslin 6 One sent to R-1 for repair 10/21/44
Containers, cargo chute, extra 1
Suits, jumper, 2 piece 14
Helmet, jumper, w/mask 13
Brace, back 15
Gloves, leather, pr. 11
Braces, ankle, pr. 6
Harnesses, jumper 13
Knives, clasp, jumper 7
¥ “ves, jumper, hunting type 9
Protectors, riser, pr. 17

14




PARACHUTE EQUIPMENT (cont'd)

—~ ITEM NO REMARKS
Ropes, let-down, short 13
Sacks, seamless B 23
Bags, carrying, parachute 6
Rope, jute, 3/8", for cargoing, ft. 1000
Chutes, Burlap 380
Machine, sewfng, Singer, canopy 1
Machine, Sewing, Singer, canvas 1
Screwdrivers, small for sewing machine 2
Screwdriver, large | 1
Thread, silk, A Lbs. 3
Thread, Silk E Lbs. 1
Thread, Khaki for sewing canvas Yds. | 3400

~Thread, cotton 6 cord spools | 20
Thread, linen 8 cord 4
Thread, linen 5 cord 1%
Thread, linen 3 cord 3/4
Nylon, patching, for canopies Yds. 3
Silk, patching, for canopies 2
Chutes, Pilot, extra 1
Webbing, 2", 0D twill Yds. 20
Webbing, 1%", cotton Yds. 10
Webbing, 3/4" Yds. 1
Tape, 1", binding 0D twill Yds. 1
Tar 1", binding, silk Yds. 1
Muslin, 36", unbleached Yds..| 100
L;#%zi% LtL%ad line, for muslin ; 20




ihcedle, lacing

M - NO, REMARKS
— Bands, Rubber, #32 - LBS 1
Bands, Rubber, synthetic #32 LBS %
- Collar, Rubber, vent, for parachute 2
Palm, sail - 1
Thimble 1
Stones, 0il, for sharpening needles 2
Iron, soldering 1
Solder, resin, filled Lb 3y
Solder, acid LB 3
'Rod, welding, for line hooks FT. 3
Goggles, aviators PR. 1
Press, hand, #M100 1 For various chucks and dies
r.ess, Grommet, #2 1
Chuck and die for #1 grommet set 1
Chuck and die, for #3 grommet set 1
Chuck and die for 1ift dot fastener, set 1 :
Chuck and die for fastener, set 1
Chuck and die for snap fastener, set 1
Cutter, for #1 grommet ea. 1
Cutter, for #3 grommet 1
Punch, for 1ift dot fastener 1
Fittings for above Sufficient.
Paddles, packing 5
Clamps, packing 10
Hooks, line 3
1




Lost Camp Zrairie Jire
U.moue -.ctionul Torect
Jilliam &. Laushlin

Pridav r .0-ning, Julr 28, 1944, a loollout in t
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than I wao accustomel to, and at a rwuch ~reater cruisin-s
sneed, 150 - 160 niles an hour, I fount it easier to
nick upn canter Teslr first and then Bolan Loolout. I-
vas & simple tatier then to locate the Tire burnin-~ at
the upner erse of ;ownsite Flat on the orth side of
cnnen ;un., Tour niles Zast of Bolan Lookout. ‘hen ve
prepared Tor.a run over the Tire one of the crew
lezbers removed the door vansl in order that I =ight
Cro» drifv chutes, The Tirst drift chute fouled, since
this vroe not on u_co:ﬁon neliunetion I dropoed out tro
T1ore on the nomt mass, “hen ther olso fouled I vmas fairly
cevain vhot the ~"ove-1or blast and hi~h sneed of the
“lahe Tere ible. The vind socl at the cirmort hzd
or no wind an”® the eniolze of the Fire -as
so I cecided <o Fumm Buller on the
B

£, hovever, ccnsuzed some little tine,
ane circlesd e treveled a fistznee of
n nil-e ‘ws¥ to Solon Lookout, South into

) -
U = -
czlifornia , throu~h a hail rr1, out into sunsihine,
morth into (renorn cnl es in Jor the four mide
Jutning run. Cia- 1o the rYaev thot the statie cable ron
The cclter of the -lzne insiecd of over the Goor as
ur ‘gireildé I tooll the wrecaution of brealin~ the
c

in oo
Tive cord vwuceltint on the stotic line in order th ot it
Tonlc ot bhecore tnuvt belfore the dwmer ves out of the 4200,
orere oCiint of T Tontain levitt iviorosT s thet he
coulc rlow the ~lanc “ovm to onl —~inet miles an hour
ine thon that the =re®elloeor bloct
herere bis chute onvne’d and thot
ith oo omrooter choeln Iorcnioved
that Tuller "= to hovw carricd
lesd of thoe =line botreen The
vith inr frm < chuteld boell to

_ : .
ThRe Jjwmin~s tor~et. _he i ot
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. headed Tirst zor l.oseburs, continued on to the

ca.: ht "inchester and flew on u» the Umnrua River +to the

confluence of the l.orth Umptua River and Stea=boat Creel,
Tollowved Steamboat Creelr out to the falls where the road
eniGs and Irom there cut across country on . a ‘orth Zast by
st line. Soon after sighting IlWahe Lookout e sazv the
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dav we succeeded in findin~s the helmet br usins his line
of sizht. * _ landed within three chains of each other so
it was a simple matter to gather our eanuivpment torzether
in one nile on the trail that lead throuzh the meadow.
(nlv one muslin cargo chute had been cauzht in the trees
ané it vas ouicklyv extricated +rithout difficulty. iudson's
chute was left in the tree but the otheres on the zground
hzd to be divested of their cozting of grasshopners and
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Zteanboat uard Station. 7o informed us that there vas
z true.l et ths head the road vhich e vrere to drive
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PORER FLAT FIRE
Klamath National Forest

Beginning July 22, 1944 a number of lightning
storme struck the Xlamath and Siskiyou National Foreste
on successive nights. We prepared for a routine reconn-
aissance flight alons the souther:t ebd sastern border of
the Siskiyou Forest Thursdey, July 27, 1944, Although we
prepared to take off at davm m low fog bank grounded us
till 10:50 e.m. Calvin Hilty rode aloag &t an cnergency
jumper for Painter and me; Jack Heintzelman, squad leader,
spotted and Walter Rupert piloted the plens, ‘

we first flew over the Albers "ire cn tre Josephine
Mtn. Trail, from there to Sanger Feal: and were flying
North in the general direction of Little CGraybzaok litn,
when I sighted a smoke on a ridge FEast of Poker Flat in
the Elapa*th National Forest: S W 1/4 S E 1/4, Sec. 20, T,
18 N., R. 8 E,, H, M. The smoke, comlng from green timber,
vas in e place that could not be seen by lockouts, After
an examination of the fire from the air I jw'ped ard
landed on Poker I'let st 11:40 a,m. Four ninutes later
Robert Painter landed 150' South of me. Our.rfire vacls,
dropped on burlap chutes, landed br us -ard 2 five gnllon can
o water, also or e burlep chute, was dropned at the fire,
The planc thon flew over us, cut its engin:, flew directly
over the fire and cut ite engine again thus Ffivinz us a
ccmpass rsadinz of N 128 E which enabled us o £ind the
fire quito easily, " wrosted our chutes fro: the omnlyorous
grasshoppsrs, placed them in plck-up bazs and Jetiligoned
such items as sleeping bags from our fire paclzs that were
not needed cn tho fire,

Leaving foy the fire at 12:08 p.m. we went across
Poker Flat, up to the ridge top and alons it till we sighted
the smoke on the southcrn exvposure, a total distance of half
a mile, Vhen we arrived at 12:35 p.m. the fire vas burning
fiercely in some down logs and slowly creepihg up hill
through the duff., After making certain that the fire was
not spottinz anywhere we irmediately began cooling off the
logs with earth and building a line about them. Rolling
frgments of burning bark and embers made & oup trench
beneath the logs necessary. The remainder of the fire wes not
diffichibt to control, Apparently lishtnin~ had struck a
26" 'hite Fir at the base of the fire area. Tan bark oak
helped the fire crawl up the 405 slope. Dougzlas Fir,
“hite Fir and Sugar Pine were the predrminant timber

types.




Although the fire was ocontroli#d by 1 p.m, we
continued building line and mopping np till 1140 pem,,
when we stopped to eat and search for the water-can,
Painter found the water can at 1:55 p,m., five chains N W
of the fire on a line with our landing spob, its norange
streamsr, ocaught in the brush, showed where it lay, A
breeze coming up at 2 p.m, spread the fire in the duff and
fanned a few blazes but we fortunately had the fire
sufficiently well in hand o0 that wa were able to check
its spread, After throwing a line around the fire, 3, 8
chains, mop-up was comparatively easy. Two logs were
bucked and with the woter we had 1%t elmest completely
out by the time John Perkins and Clem Arnold arrived
at 3:30 p.m. to pack us out. )

The fire was dead at 4:310 p.n, After £iXlirr out
ocur reports e left 2t 4:20 r.n., for Poker Flat whera
we loadeC our 2Juipment onto a pilck-up, Coming erourr?
Pare ltn. on the return trip to Redwood Ranger Station
ve sighted smoke from the ailbers Fire on the “est side
o theilliinois Vglley whioch had gotten away the% noon
Recovery of ecuipment was complete, neither the pnarachutes
ner the fire fizhting cquipment was damared,




POKER FLAT FIRE

Klamath Lational Forest

During the week of .- July 23 there were mumerous lightening storms
covering the Klamath and Siskiyou National Forests and strikes were
spotted by lookouts. Sharp watbh was kept for fires resumlting from these
storms. On the morning of July 27 a recomnnaissance flight was planned

to cover the sontheastern corner of the Siskiyou. A blanket of fog forced
us to stay on the ground antil 10:50, Bill Laughlin and I suited up ready
to jum~ on any fire .. should discover. Calvin Hilty went along as a
third man .;ho could put on his suit in the plane and mlso jump i1f the
occesion warrented, walt Ruppchert was pilot of the Fairchild and Jack
beintzelman ~as the spotter.

Takinz off from the Illinous Valley Airport we flew west over a small fire
in the Rough and Ready Creek area near the Josephinpe lonntain trail. It
.:es beins taken care of by a ground crew and as we circled lov e counld
see that they had a line around the hesd of the canyon and it looked as if
it .ere under control, Zfrom the Alberg Fire :e flew south over Oregon
:.ountain then gained altitnde over Chicago Peak and then over Sanger Peek,
Turning nort: .e .ere searching the area between Sanger and Little Grayback
~hen Bill Laughlin sighted smoke on the south slope of the ridge east of
Foker Flat. The locztion is & blind spot for lookouts, S&:, SEX, Sec.20,
T.18K, R. 6E, H.ll, Circling lover we could see that the smoke was:corming
from green timber and near some snags, -l

The most suitable place to jump seemed to be on Poker Flat ~hich was about
half a mile from the fire, Bill jumped at 11:40 ahd we sav hiw orange
streasers crossed signifying that he was OK, Five minutes after Bill had
jamred, I lznded on the ground about fifty yards from him and put out my
safe-lendin~ signal. The plane came do.mn lo: and dropped our fire packs
+hick lended no more than fifty feet from us. A five gallon can of water
was alsodropped on & nine foot burlap chute close to the fire. As a final
farewell, the plane fle. over us, gunned its motor, made a direct line to
the fire and again gunned its motor, Thus we took an agimuth of 125° to
the fire .;hich was not visible from the flat. 'ie took time enough to gather
un our parachutes and rob the grasshopers of a choice meal of silk. After
sorting the neccessary e-uinment from our prcks, we set out on our compass
shot, P follo.ing the topr of the ridre ve easily found the smoke whieb
+as onl:r about & hundred feet from the ton of the ridse, On one side of
the Tire .e-e three dead logs thich were blazings vigorously. Fire had
s-read to the lors from the base of £ rreen Douglas Fir tree 50 ft. away
.hich had been struck by lightening. Fire had elsc svread through duff
ard brush shout fifty feet mp the hill from the starting point. Fire was
creening slo 1y up the hill -hen we e-rived but soon a wind came up ‘hich
sneeded up its snread.

The hill .~as aporoximately & 40 slope, timbered with larpe -—ouglas Tir,
Surzr Tine znd ‘hite Fir. BErush and fallen logs provided plentiful fuel,

Our first attaclk ~as on the hottest spot, the burnirg logs. The blaze was
cooled .itk dirt, & line cug around them and a cup trench dbuilt on the

lover side, Later the logs w~ere cut and placed parallel to the blbdpe.

Tire line .as constructed zround the entire burn and the fire was considered
coriroled at 1:00 P.l.. Aifter eating some dinner, mop-up was started, The
can of .ater :tich had been dropped neer the fire was located .7ith the




help of the orange streamer attatched to 11:'. The limited water and back
pack pump aided in a ouick mop-up.

Yr, Perkins and one member of the suppression crew arrived at 4:30 P.M,
at +hich time the mop-up was almost completed,

The Poker Flat Fire was declared ount at 5:00 P.}, and we started back to
Poker Flat where we Lad left the chutes and extra equipment. On the way
out of the fire a trail was blazed so that in case someone wanted to check
the fire out, he would be able to find the spot,

1. rerking drove us to Redwood in the pick-up truck, On the road to
Bolan we could see the smoke from the Alberg fire vhich had gotten out
of control hen the ./ind came up about noon,

’

Robert Painter
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Lost-Camp Prairie— Rive ¢ 7 fﬂmp Parrie FrreGeppit-A,—Rozeboom-
. . b

Bepqua Ratiomi-Forest gerr:‘f/-fkazeéaom . July-88,-1944-

—

. The morning of the 28th, after four consecutive lightning storms, the
Umpqua National Forest sent in an urgent ocall for Jumpers on & fire in a
remote seotion of thelr North Umpqua district., Our seven-place Fairchild
vas grounded becamse of magneto trouble which had developed & couple days
before while making a-SSE%ggiiﬁéanoe Tlight. The Regional Office in Port~~
1and began negotiations for another plane to replace the Fairchild unt43il) ~~
it had been repaired,
S IZEPH .

At 23230 the call came in that another plane was on its way down from
Corvallis. Bill Laughlin and I were dispatched to the fire in the Umpqua.
It vas thought that the new plane would hold only two Jjumpers, so Bill
was to go along as spotter and I was to be the other jumper.

’ Coming IS rnors
About 3::00 P, M. the plane was sighted coe. towards the Inninoise
Vallev Airport and when we got out there $¥’was just landing., Instead of
a small ship accomodating only two Jumpers, an enormous CZ47 rolled down
tre rumvay and stopped, A crew of eight Marines stepped out, and we were
introiuced to Captain Hewett, flight officer and pilot. The plane was a
paramarine plane which had been returned from combat in the south pacific
for ;gpqéyd and vas stationed at the Marine base at Corvallis. The plane
vas eaudst with a static line, and normally held the flicht crew and 21
jumperc. o

f1earlg, o7 SUpe s ieor Obye
1 n Beeinfs the size of the ship Ranger Rewermian dispatched two men to a
fire oz T gnbMountain in the Page Creek District of the Siskiyou Forest,
13 anetlier¥ TAN to the North Umpqua fersst,” /,ec. .
s¥e o 1y .

\ralt Buller and Elmer Neuflet, the Tannen Mountain fire crew, suited up
before we tooioff, but the other three of us decided to suit up in the
plane when we got near the Lost Camp Prairie location. Ve loaded oub equir
ment into the C-47 and took off at 4::09 P, M.. In & fow minnutes we were
over Tannen liourtain, The smoke wvas located quite easily at the head of =
small mesdow., Lauszhlin, spotting, attempted to determine wind drift with
test chutes as usual, bdbut theé§£opgkker blast fowled the chutes, and 1t
looked unlikely that further f#epts would be successful. Walt Buller
jurped on the next pass, and by the time the btz ship got eround again, his
cross was out sirmalin~ O K and Elmer ieiifelt stepped out. Ve dropped
their car~os, saw their O X signals and their dignal arrow pointing direct-
ly to the fire and headed for Roseburg.

The plane cruised at about 160 miles per hour and we were over the fire 1in
g.short time, Considerable smoke was showing on a ridgeton we took to be
konn6lde"Ridre. At the north end of this ridge, about half & mile from

the fire, there vas a small meadow. After orienting this smoke with the
natural landmarks we had been given we decided that it ves the fire we

were after, and decided to jump for this mendow and watk down hill to the

fire.

I °zhlin used & five gallon can of vater on a burlap chute as drift chute.
(. the next pass Ray Hudson jumped, and hung up on the top of a stall fir
“Teee, In the next two circles ve dropped the three fire packs and the

<+imbing spurs. The spurs were thrown out without a chute, and their in-

‘ipertis carried them on over the ridge and they disappeardd from sight in
the tall trees. All three carzos landed in the open meadow and Ray's O K




showed up,

Bill and I suited up whiles ths plane was making the next pass and decided
— to0 jump on the same pzss bescause the gas was getting low, The door was
high enough to go out standing up. Although it was 4ifficult to watch
ths targest coming towards us from a distance because of the hugh low
wing, we could see it soon enough, and when we were direotly ofer it I
stepped out and Bill followed immedimtely. The engine was slowed down
very littls and the spped was ocut to about 80 m, p. h, mainly by the
uss of wing flaps so that ws were jumping in most of the propsller blast
The chute opened more cuickly then usual, and the snap flipped WY ., s0p0pcar
helmft off my head. Ray Hudson took a compass sight on it as it
peared among the trees and we were sble to locate, it after the fire was
out. I had landed on the edge of the clearing, ¢e: dovn betweer
some tall trees. Bill hit full in the middle of the clsaring. All three
of us and our cargo landed within an aere of ground, Ve were all threo
up in the olearing as the 0-47 swung overhead and roared out of sight
on its way back to Cerwellids, Corvz/7'5, ‘
7oK s el aclid
I had _gotben a sight line on the fire eemeing down, #o after collecting
our cquipment we headed down alonz the ridge untilk we came to a trail
which lead directly to the fifs, We earrived there at B::102[/7-The fire
coverod better than an mere of ground and vas cregping in the duff, Two.
snags vere burning and thers vas fleme in 2 number of dovm logs. The
fire vas caused by a lightning stxilke which had split a 36 in. fir and
had come dovn into the duft. The ridge) in fact the. entirc arsa for
miles around was ocovered with & heavy stand of virgin noble and white fir
cnd -ms quitd frec from brush. The fire was burning on the ground in
this ti=mber,

Vic dur & controll line around the head of the fir~ before it bscame too
darir to sec vhether we vers gotting through to mineral soil, Vith the
head of the fire completely cut off, we started worl:ins down the spots
that were butning snd cut the fire out of two smags. By midnisht we

had everything under controlX, We worked down the spots that were burn-
inz all night.

By five the next morning we were working off the khine egain, and by 11::00
we had the fire lire completed and the last smoke cut. ‘e went back to
the jumping spot to get our couipment ready for the packer to haul out,
At 11::40 A, Y. three ground crew men and e packer arrived at the fire,
They &hd beern dispatched over 24 hours before. It had been impossible
cor the— to travel et night because the trail vas too dimly marked. The
ground crew stayed on the fire that night to cheock it out but we left scox
after noon. The trail out wvas almost obliserated. Ve follovdd blezes
doom the cide .of the mountein, and after hiking ebout 25 miles ocams to
the roadhead where a truck was waltins for us, Vte drove to the Bteanboat
Guariistation and reported to the P. A. Floyd Smith vho put us up for
the f;ht .

The next afternéon the pascker got our eguipment out and we weré taken in
to Koseburg. Vie had dinner there and were driven back to Redwood by
MM Nelson, Assistant-Supervisor fie Umpqua Kational Forest.

<
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AERTAL

Parachute Projeot
Equipment . October 2, 1944

r

To: ;?k Heintz%anan, Squad Leader
Fromg Victor 1. Carter, ;arachuto Project Administ-
rative Officer -

Subject: Storing perachute cenopies.

Reference is made to your memo of September 2 to Frank
Derrye.

We have used Napthalene flekes in the past as a fungicide
end insecticide for storing silk canopies but are not

sure of its effeot on nylon. Will write the Materiel
Cormend at Wright Field to see if they have eny.tuggestions
to offer on the use of the flekes on nylon es a powder for
keeping the moisture from the material. Frank suggested
storing your opened csnopies in cerrying begs - using the
flskes on silk and storing them in as dry a place as
possible,

Meeanwhile perhaps your neerest CAA authorit} or armed
service parachute bese might be willing to contribute
something helpful until we get en answer from Wright Field.
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.Crazx reak Fire Jump
T 18N, R 5=, 83, Eumbolt ler,

’ "~ by Yervin Graeler

On July 29, 1944, Gus Janzen and I jumped on a fire two and
one-half miles northwest of Crazy Peak in the Page Creek District
of the Siskiyou ltational Forest. The fire vas reported by the
“jaldo Till lookout at /:4£4P.M, and we were oif the ground at
2:06 P.li. In addition to two jumpers the plane carried Jack
Beintzelman,,squad leader, to do the svottins and Valt Rujpvapéf;
who wiloteé the vlane,

The fire vas nine ané threse-cuar:er 2ir niles sputlsast of-the
airport and after circlins the field cnee to zein altitude the
pilot flew directly to the fire location, The sroke vas vicible
soon efter leaving the eirvort and the pilot was firszt to see it.
e circled the apot, sjzirg up the sround and the fire, pickins
& juapirs svot, and &eznmnﬁw' our route out afier we had 1l:.nced

ant EEEIES56E the Tire, “heé fire vas in e snag ol the north
silope of a ridge rTunnin’; xurdh:r & fTrom Craz- Teak, The

south siae of the slope had onlv scettered timber with lots of
oven apaces to insure onr ~etting td the ground anc ve chose this
side as the jumninz s»ot. This site vas cne-half-mile from tle
trail on vhich e were to come out, ‘e circle’ low over the

f#ire to heve & close loox and then ~ained altitude for the junns,

(ns drift chute vas dronngd on¢ indiccted ; érift to the
southeast. I jummed at,23ﬁ0’5g5 landed 20 Teet froa the to» of
uhu riére, Jznzen Jjumned atn c:45fhd 1orded 100 Toet from the

tcn, “he corho was ¢ro ved and landed very close to the rid-e
ton. Janzen left &¢ soon as he could =et hir ecdipmen” and e
-n the fire 2t Z:00 ... I carried 1 ecuivment to the ton oi-

5

the rla -6 and then hitedc the oneacucrter mile to wh> Tire

In ad’iti'n to v fire nacli I ool an w-set” racio vhich o h”d
curriel dovm I'rom thz mlazne, I wvas on the Aire at 8:50 T'.l..

) 7 rod >42pPC . .
Bv 4:00 P,.°. V¢ hod the Tire @?532—66ﬁ%¥61 an’ o line cround

it, ~he Tire wag smcll arnd our sreltest concirn w2 © ENCT burnin~
in the ren of wad sno- P Z:SOnHu nooie our riret rhdlo contzet
»itLh coerssll seftk. DG o:LS I irgoreel InTorm ue that o
wrehor weE .2 hir T i for Our c\ ipmermd, I rcuurnO( to the
~luce vhere e had juloec and et the packe.. .11 our juanin-

¢ uinnent wio louwdec and on the wayr out at 7-%§ ~e..se hen I
reourned to the fire Janzen had the snon aowfhtho fir: necrly out.
‘‘he fire was conscd un and out at )2:00 I.il, Julr 292, e weont to
bea.

e econtacted _-ecrsoll | enl: 6.0 L.l . dJulv 50, and

'O"?CL hinm thas ve -vould be cut anc q} the —ecer's u_nch at

v

§ - . F ¥ 3 5
10:50 ..e... =€ relcvel The m2s crme tujmedwooc enTer _Ltation.

ct

‘e e-ent or hour checelins ovzr the fire beicre lecvins, L hell
~-3ic nmilte uD the Tid~e brou~ht us te the trcil tr & three nile
Yi o Sev~ =he trzil trou~ht us to smzmn's Creclt cnd the _eer's

T T Tnt T toell ut n ¢l

.nel .. FYorect .crvice picl un met uf Lnir  on
g :
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LITTLE GRAYBACK FIRE
HILTY

After a series of lightning storms beginninglJuly 26, a number of fires
were reported and action taken. There was a slight lightning storm on the
boundary between the Siskiyou and Klamath National Forest, July 28. Most
of the strikes being reported between Sanger and Bolan lookouts. One
fire was reported on Crazy Peak, Saturday afternoon and action was taken
jmmediately by smokejumpers Jansen and Graeler. Another reconnaisance

flight was taken Saturday evening but no fires spotted.

Sunday afternoon Bolan Tookout reported a probable fire on the ridge
leading off the North side of Little Grayback Peak in Township 18, North,
Range 6 East, Humboldt Meridian in Section 5. The alarm was rang at

and the truck was loaded immediately and jumpers Kenneth Diller and myself
suited up for the jump. In 24 minutes after the alarm, we were in the air

‘with Walt Ruppert as pilot and Jack Heintzleman, our squadrﬁeader spotting.

After circling to gain the elevation needed for the 6,000 foot peak, we
he&ded in the direction of Little Grayback. In a shotﬁ time we had the
smoke spotted on the spot given by Bolan lookout. The country was rather
rocky and we piéked a spot in the road, which was about a mile from the

fire, as being the best all around jumping spot.

With foot on the step and the spot approaching, I made ready for the signal.
Then came the motor cut and the signal from Jack and I was off. The Irvin
chute gave me a nice opening and responded as I turned it into‘the wind.
This seemed to check my drift too much so turning into the wind, 1 headed
for the opening. The updraft from the West side was very noticable and
seemed to slow my descent which also added to my drift. So again turning

into the wind and plaining for the road, I was happy to see that I missed




the trees and came down just over the edge of the roéd with the chute
right over the road. "While putting out the 0:K. I heard cut of the

motors and knew they had recognized it.

The plane again circled and,Diller.juﬁped. It was obvious that he, too
was encountering the up draft. He worked his chute very good landing

in the middle of the road about 50 yards from me and on top of the ridge.
It was amusing to see that according to the Forest boundary sign, he

landed in the Siskiyou and I in the Klamath National Forest.

They were now coming in with the cargo and the first pack landed less
than a hundred feet from my chute. The next load came within 30 feet
of the first so we were pienty satisfied. They they dropped five
gallons of water by the fire and came back and flew from us directly
to the fire giving us a line on it. We put out our direc}jon arrow
and then the plane left.

We sacked all of our equipment, shouldered our back pack‘aﬁd started
for the fire at 7:30. We had a trail the first 3/4 6% a mile but was
very steep. Another quarter of a mile over rocks and down timber and
we were on the fire at 8:24. While Dilier was setting up the S-radio
set to contact Rearsoll Lookout, I started digging a line around the
fire. Our first disappointment came when we found out that a battery
terminal had broken off inside the set. With both of us working on
the fire, it didn't take long to have it under control and cooling off.
At 10:05 our follow up arrived and the four of us continued mopping up
until 11:30 when we decided to go to bed. Tillotson and Perkins had

left their sleeping bags at the road so they spent a rather miserable




time trying to sleep. At 4:30 AM, we were up and finishing putting the
fire out. By ?:30, the fire was out and at 8:25 we left with our packs
and hiked back to the road where Mr. Perkins had Jeft the Forest Service

truck. .

Our main regret was that the radio didn't work. If the fire had war-
ranted, we could have jumped within a hundred yards of the fire in
scattered timber. As it was, we beat the ground crew by an hour and a

half and were able to get it under control by dark.




ECEETT FIRE

Siskiyou National Forest - Gasquet District

On the very hot Sunday August 27 a report of a sigable fire in the Gasaquet
Digtrict was recieved. The location was reported to be near the Bluebird
¥ine Sectiom 19 or 20, T1gN, R.2E, H.M. Three jumpers were dispatched and
at 3:59 the plane took off with Floyd Yoder, Arthur Penner and Calvin Hilty,
After the plane had discharged these men and looked over the fire conditions,
it returned to the airport and reported conditions to the Supervisor's office.
Three m=dditional men were dispatched, At 5:45 Elmer Neufeld, Walter Buller
and Iobert Painter took off from the Illinois Valley dirport in the Travelair
piloted by Bill Yaggey and with Jack Heintzelman as gpotter.

As soon as we had circled above the airport, we could see the clouds of smoke
from the srea in the southwest. Tventy mimutes of flying put us over the fire.
The ridge .here the fire was located ran north and south and the fire was on
the east side, The wvind was from the south, There was a mine road from which
the fire hac evidently started almot a cuarter of a mile from the top of the
ridge, 1In its course the road wound almost to the top of the ridge somewhat
north of the place .here the fire had spread to.

The spot which was picked for jumping .as the same as the three previons
felloss had used. It was a level spot on top of the ridge, near the road,
about helf o mile from the fire, The level spot seemed to be somewhat free
of rock but was full of brush and scrud pine. Walter Buller and Elmer
Iieufeld junped =nd landed OK very close to the objective near the spur road,
I jumped and landed less than z hundred feet from the other fellows,

after collecting our e~uipment and nicking up our fire packs which the plane
had dropped, ~e headed for the fire, The plane left at 6:40 and soon after

.se were on top of the ridre near the fire, The terrain was very rough and
covered with the buckskin boulders. FKnobcone Pine and Manzonita brush covered
the hillside. The fire covered sbout thirteen acres.

The three Smoke Jumpers who had arrived first were keeping burning material
from going over the ridge and starting a line do/n the south side of the

fire. Jianger Quackenbush had arrived at the same time as the second load of
jumpers. He started us in making & 7ide gvath cut through the knobcone pine
necr the place .here it was crovming. This stopped the crovning and e cooled
off the perimeter with the fine, no..dery dirt, TUntil dark we cooled down

1ot srots and cut do./n threatening snags ingide of the fire.line.

Since Cal Filty and I didn't have sleeping bags, we went back to the jumning
spot to sleep in jumping suits. The remaining fellows stayed on the ridge
to natrel the upper 2nd géuthern sides of the fire while Cuackenbush and his
cre ¢ .atched the northern side, =< wvind which came up soon after dark.kept
both crews roinz most of the night to see that fire didn't cross the lires
or blow over the ridge,

Before daylizht Hilty end I .ent back to the fire and all of us started
mom-up. By the end of the morning most of the hot spots were well cooled
or out. At tnat time Gerrit ilozeboom arrived .-ith the Carryall and langer
“Hekentush released us to ro., The ecuipment was loaded and six tired, verr
dirty and hungry Smoke Jumpers headed out the High Flateau road end do.vn
the . imer lo0ad,
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