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::Connecticut Lt;iw .Blocks ·:Su"it 
· JR )'l°odUcis l..iai,ility .. Clise:.0

,:;~.; 

:~ ,-i 9<)~ecti~t law ~annlng pr~~~- p~ovides that implied. ~~~u~f·o{ 0
: 

.llablllty claims against commercial merchantability ·and fitness are ·not :--. : 
:producers ·of blood-components has' . applicable to the sale of bl~d, blooc;l .. : 
been upheld by • the U.S. Court of plasma. or other _human tissue or . 
Appeals for the Second· Circuit. , .• • : ·organs. ·Such transactions are to be 

The ban was challenged by a ~it- consid!)red the provision _of medical. 
necticut couple, John T. Coffee_ and . servtc_es. :-:~::, :._.:/··.· ·:' .. --1-:: ;:~:' ·::_:,'.·>·~; . 

. h11 wife, Meg, after Mr. Coff~e, a be- . • ·_ . . ·:.···..--.::Law's Intent \:~.,:~,: .:.:· -.:-< 
·mophlllac, alleged he contracted ac- . Th~- la~;s Intent, Ju"d·g~ ·Miner: • . 
~ulred Immune deficiency syndrome found, was to "'preclude the assertion 
(AIDS) after taking an antl-hemo- of product-liability claims arlsirig out _ . 1 

phllla blood product of Cutter Biolog• of a· contract for the aale • of blood : 
lcal and Ml~es 1:4borator~~s._ ~e died : coniponenti. . • ':;;::--:. ~.< \':' :~- .'•::·;·-.'·:.-.:; -: ... • 
l~. y_ear. ' ". . . ·: ··, ·.:· :-·- ·> · "The plain i.nd.ui:lambiguous worcls . 

_ • • • , DUferent Claim Pe~dlng • • • • - • of the statute itself clearly state that .. • 
. The couple also have a pending·· supplying bll?()d or bl~· derivatives. :' : 

negllgence claim against· the produc• la ~ be considered a medical service • 
era In the U.~ District Court for the ••.. Because transactions 'Involving 
Diatrict of Connecticut before Judge blood and blood components are to be 
Ellen Bree Burns. The aame judge considered medical services, as op
dismissed the pro~ucts-llabllity posed to sales. t~ey ~- outside the 
claim last .year. • ·purview of Connecticut'/1 product-Ila• 

'The Circuit Court affirmed Judge blllty statute." ... ·• • •_:.•.-' .'.·:' .'•,· _ 
• Bi.Ima'• dlsml11al of the products Ua- On appeaJ, the Coffees were repre- -
blllty claims In a rullng handed down sented by Wllllam .:R. ·navis and 
Jut week in Coffee 11. Cutter Biok>gi- Kathryn Call bey, of Risc~ssi & • • 
cml atld Miles Lcb~J~~~--~~~7.1~ Davis, Hartford, Conn. The_ defen-. 
Jan.13. Jydp Roger J. Miner wrote·. dants' la_wyera were R. Cornelius· 
an,:,eley,~~~ oplnion,, with which Danaher Jr. and John K. Henderson 
Judge Fra,rik X Altlmiri concurred. Jr.,. of Danaher, O'Connell, Attmore, 
Under a Court rule, only two judges Tedford & Flaherty, Hartford, and 
decided the appeal. Duncan Barr, ot O'Connor, Cohn, 

The Coffees had aued in 198D, bas- Dillon. & Barr, San Francisco: . '·: ·:· 
Ing their claims on ConnecUcut1s • • • .. < • • • 
product-UablUty • 1aw. They alleged 
Mr. Coffee received the product while 
he waa a paUent at Norwalk Hospital, 
They claimed lt was in a defecUve 
and dangerous condition when ad-
minlatered becauae it was contami-
nated by the AIDS virus. 
• · Judge Burns found the products
llabillty claim was barred by Con
nectlcut'a blood-shield law, which 
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