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A Pragmatic Study on Request Expressions in Chinese

Qianyu JIN'

Abstract
By referencing three different scenes of face-threatening in Politeness Theory (Brown & Levinson, 1978), this study

collects linguistic data related with friends (CN1) and senior students (CN2) from Chinese native speakers at Dalian

University of Foreign Languages and analyzed them from the perspective of pragmatics. The results show that the

politeness strategies of the requester in CN1 and CN2 are different from each other. When talking with seniors, requesters

tend to use “courtesy” and “thanks,” but when with friends, they usually do not use “thanks” and often use negative

politeness strategies. With the increase of the difficulty of the request scenario, the differences between CN1 and CN2

are reduced. Furthermore, before the request behavior, the requester’s language preparation for “pleasantries,”

“consideration,” and “pre-topic insertion” does not increase, but still focuses on “situation description,” “request,” and

“auxiliary behavior.”
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PFRETIERVWESL I D0 BEISAOHED L EY MZOWTTYT S,
BEELZOIEFEFFH T, ilETiERvwoTid.)
SRV ERIRIA A, ROVRREIXEER T, BEILME T, BHERHE
HEEEZE, BHAIL o
10 CN2-1 CEEOFELL ) EF0 7 RAEHR LT E 7D, FLEY FERo | THERR
TEIFRZVDT, IPLEZTLNED S, BEEFRELTEILVO,)
XA IR TR EIF L R, e
et (GHONA MEEFIANL b SRS 5 50) e
17, FRGFIE | 22 STHRIRR !
12| CN2-2 (Fh, VWL AT ESTALSHVE 1)
13 | CN2-1 KREEHET | (RIE#TT 1) JE
FREEHLE AR R AF R AT A | .
14 N2l (R C—BO B S AT Bt 1) H
15 | CN2-1 A (Lefal) Lk DR
16 | CN2-2 A (Lefal)
K6 CNI& CN2OEFHICBIT A5 OMSHIC X 2 IS L 2ol
- CNIZFHICH % - CN2&FHICH . -
o PN CNI&EHIZB B O | CN2&FHICE HBLEE D A
| ORI g weg | TAAR ] k00 | gamse | TAAR T k0 20,05
1| {EEE 30 18 62.5 40 8 83.33 | A P=0.022
2 | B 12 36 25 12 36 25| 4 P=1.000
3| BRE 5 43 10.42 9 39 18.75 | 4 P=0.247
4 | HiEGEOA 8 40 16.67 10 38 20.83 | 4 P=0.601
5 | HiEE 16 32 33.33 9 39 18.75 | 4 P=0.104
6 | fERR 6 42 12.5 2 46 4.17 | 4% P=0.140
7 | R 46 2 95.83 47 1 97.92 | 4 P=0.557
8 | KA 41 7 85.42 43 5 89.58 | 4 P=0.537
9 | WhHBHAT S 33 15 68.75 32 16 66.67 | 4 P=0.827
10 | PR 12 36 25 9 39 18.75 | 4 P=0.459
11| FE o8 26 22 54.17 26 22 54.17 | 4 P=1.000
12 | BaiEOA 4 44 8.33 3 45 6.25 | I P=0.695
13| & 48 0 35 13 72.92 | A P=0.000
14 | #5¢ 48 0 1 47 2.08 | #P=0.315
15 | B 41 14.58 6 42 12.5| # P=0.765
16 | &=ah O 22 26 45.83 23 25 4792 | 4 P=0.838
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