Agricultural Statistics Service

(OASS) conducted a commod-
ity survey that included an
estimate of the number of
equines (horses, ponies, mules,
donkeys, miniatures, and zebras)
in Oregon. After completing the
survey, equine owners were
asked to complete a follow-up
questionnaire designed by
Oregon State University (OSU) to
learn more about Oregon’s horse
industry. Estimates in this report
are based on 173 responses from
a random sample of 546 horse
owners in Oregon.

Questions included:

In June of 1994, the Oregon

1. Type of horse operation
2. Location of horses owned

3. Number of horses owned for
profit or pleasure

4. An estimate of annual
horse-related expenses for
1993

5. Total horse-related gross
income for 1993

6. Attendance at horse-related
competitive events or educa-
tional activities
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Survey results

There were an estimated
110,000 equines in Oregon in
1993, and equine owners owned
an average of four horses each.
Eighty-seven percent kept their
horses on their own land, 10
percent kept them elsewhere,
and 3 percent kept at least one
horse both on their own land
and elsewhere. Fifty-three per-
cent owned horses primarily for
pleasure, 31
percent owned

*The American Horse Council’s 1994
Horse Owners Handbook reports
that working-stock horses represent
fewer than 10 percent of the horses
in the U.S. The high percentage of
working-stock horses in Oregon
(41 percent) may be the result of
under-surveying urban horse owners.
Respondents reported that in
1993 they spent between $0 and
$20,395 on horse-related ex-
penses, with an average of $460
per horse and an average total of
$1,840 per horse owner ($460 x 4

horses for both
profit and
pleasure, and 16
percent owned
horses primarily
for profit.
Forty-one
percent of
respondents
used their
horses primarily
for working
stock*, 27

Pleasure
27%

State Distribution of Types of Horse Use

Working stock
41%

Other 2%

Competition
6%

Young stock
11%

Breeding
13%

percent used

them for pleasure, 13 percent for
breeding, 11 percent for young
stock, 6 percent for competition,
and 2 percent for “other.”
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Horse-related Expenses

Percentage spent per respondent
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horses average per owner). Of
the $1,840 average total, $831
was for feed, $711 for supplies,
$193 for events, and $113 for
other items.

Horse-related gross income in
1993 ranged from $0 to $48,000
per respondent, with an average
of $16. Eighty-seven percent of
respondents reported zero
horse-related income, and the
remaining 13 percent reported
income ranging from $200 to
$48,000.

Respondents attended an
average of two horse-related
events in 1993.
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