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 The cover photograph is titled, "Group leaving the Willamette grange 
hall." The photograph was taken in 1925 and is described as, “A group 
leaving the Willamette Community Grange Hall after a picnic lunch and 

several addresses by the Extension Service on better homes."  
Photo HC 0975, courtesy of Oregon State University Special  

Collections & Archives Research Center. 



Preface 
 

I wrote “Because They Joined the Grange” in 1981 for a graduate school course on historic 

rural architecture taught by the late Philip Dole. The title for the paper is from the 

songbook Grange Melodies by the Patrons of Husbandry. The song follows an exchange 

between a young woman and her parents regarding her intent to marry. The father 

disapproves because the young man is a member of the Grange. The response from the 

daughter is: “It don’t make people dumb or poor because they joined the Grange.”  

 

The Grange flourished in Oregon during the late 19th century and well into the 20th century.  

Later, it experienced a decline and some individual halls struggled for membership. This is 

likely still the case for some grange halls. However, in some areas of Oregon and around the 

U.S. young farmers are revitalizing grange halls. The Mary’s River Grange stands as an 

example of a hall rescued from closing. It is again a focal point of the community, hosting a 

variety of events for young and less-than-young farmers and others.  Because of this 

renewed interest in grange halls, I thought it was a good time to pull this paper out of the 

archives. 

 

The paper includes a description of the origins of the Patrons of Husbandry and how its 

rituals influenced the form of its halls. There is a description and brief history of each of 

Benton County’s six halls with photographs and other resources such as original drawings.   

 

I did the research for the paper during the fall of 1981. I interviewed the leadership of the 

individual halls and members familiar with their history. I took photographs, explored the 

exterior and interior of each hall, had long conversations with my hosts, and I very willingly 

accepted a gracious invitation to stay for Thanksgiving lunch at the Fairmont Grange. At the 

time, in my twenties, it was always apparent to me that I was the youngest person in the 

room by many decades. Now, when I attend events at the Mary’s River Grange, the reverse 

is true and that is a good thing.  

 

Published here is a digital version of the original document. As I read through the paper, I 

am occasionally amused by my writing style and frankly, I am not sure everything I wrote is 

true. The song lyrics in the margins were innovative for a college research paper and a 

painful task for the typist. The original paper is on file at the Benton County Historical 

Museum in Philomath, Oregon.  

 

Garry Stephenson 

Professor 

Oregon State University 

August 15, 2013 
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