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AN APPRAISAL OF OREGON'S
FUTURE HOMEMAKERS OF AMERICA ORGANIZATION
BASED ON JUDGMENTS OF MEMBERS

CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The Future Homemekers of America is the national
organization for young people who are or have been study-
ing homemeking in junior or senior high school. Inter-
related with the homemaking curriculum, Future Homemekers
of Americe provides opportunities for the development of
each individual student through the c¢arrying out of activ-
ities pertaining to homemaking education.

The Future Homemskers of America is an incorporate
non-profit youth orgenization. Through the cooperative
efforts of the American Home Economics Association, the
Home Economics Division of the U.S. Office of Education,
and youth enrolled in homemeking in secondery schools, the
FHA orgenization was established in 1945.

Within the structure of the nationel orgenization,
the state groups, supported by local chapters, perpetuate
the objectives and goals of FHA. As stated in the Future
Homemakers of America O0fficial Guide:

The Future Homemekers of America brings
together state groups interested in and
working toward better home and family

living, provides opportunities to share
in solving problems important to home



life, and spomsors group projects,

local, state and nationsl in scope; it

increases opportunities for the devel-

opment of leadership and intelligent

perticipation so much needed in a demo-

cratic society. (4, p.l)
The Oregon association received its charter in 1946. 1t
was the twenty-sixth to be accepted by the national organ-
ization. During the first year, Oregon's association in-
cluded 48 affiliated chapters with a total membership of
2,045 members. In 1950-51, when this study was started,
there were 84 chapters with a membership of 3,502.

The eight national purposes developed by the youth
at the first national meeting are the foundation upon
which the Oregon progrem is pleanned. These purposes of
FHA, listed in the comnstitution, are as follows:

Purpose I: To promote & growing appre-
ciation of the joys and satisfactions
of homemsaking.

Purpose II: To emphasize the importance
of worthy home membership.

Purpose III: To encourage demogracy in
home snd community life.

Purpose IV: To work for good home and
femily life for all.

Purpose V: To promote international good -~
will.

Purpose VI: To foster the development
of creative leadership in home and com~
munity life.

Purpose VII: To provide wholesome in-
dividual and group recreation.



Purpose VIII: To further interest in
home eeonomics. (4, p.8)

- Because the FHA purposes are guldes for the loecal FHA
chapters in choosing their activities and the yardsticks
for measuring the chapters' success in meeting youth's
needs, these purposes will be used as criteria to deter-
mine how the values which the FHA members recognized they
received from belonging to this organization contribute
toward the fulfillment of the purposes. Only through
strong loeal orgenizations can the national purposes be
achieved.

It is the purpose of this study to gain informstion
which will help determine how effectively some local chap-
ters in Oregon are carrying out the stated purposes of
Future Homemekers of America. An understanding of the
values members received from their FHA group may give in-
sight as to how these purposes are fulfilled in the local
chapters.

It is believed by the author that this study of Ore-
gon's Future Homemsekers of America may help the state FHA
edviser, the state advisory boerd, FHA sdvisers as well as
FHA members in their efforts to strengthen the total state
progrem. It will slso help 1naividuél chapters strengthen
their efforts in working toward the eight purposes of FHA.



Statement of Problem

The purpose of this study is to make an eppraisal of
Oregon's Future Homemekers of America orgenization based
on the judgments of members. This appraisal will attempt
to answer the following questions:

1. How representative of the Oregon association
of the Future Homemekers of America are those
members whose judgments are used in this
study?

2. What background experiences have the 600
respondents had:

a. In homemaking classes.

b. In membership in FHA.

¢. In leadership positions in FHA.

d. In degrees esrned inm FHA.

e. In attending district, state or

national meetings.

3. What Jjudgments do the respondents reveal as
related to:
a, Personal development.
b. Soeciel development.
¢. Community perticipation.
d. International understanding.
e. Club sctivities.
f. Homemaking perticipeation.

4. How do the judgments of the respondents show

that the Oregon chapters of FHA are meeting
the purposes of Future Homemskers of America?

Summary

The Future Homemakers of Americe, a national orgeani-
zation for youth who are or have been enrolled in homemak-
ing classes is strengthened by state groups which in turn
are supported Ey local chapters. It is the strong local
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chapters which perpetuate the purposes of the national or-
ganization.

The purpose of this study is to gein information based
on judgments of FHA members in the state of Oregon iMeh
will help determine how effective the local shapters in
Oregon sre carrying out the eight stated purposes of the
Future Homemaskers of America.

Thus, the eight purposes of the national orgenization
were used as criteris to determine how nearly the values
which FHA members recognized they received contributed to-
ward the achievement of these purposes.



CHAPTER II

THE HISTORY AND ORGANIZATION OF FUTURE
HOMEMAKERS OF AMERICA ORGANIZATION

History

The development of the national Future Homemakers of
America organization was an outgrowth of the interest of
home economies educators. In individual home economics
clubs found in high schools throughout the United States,
they saw the possibilities of strengthening the goals of
home economies education. Because these leaders recog-
nized these home economics c¢lubs as great potentials for
strengthening education for home and femily living, they
determined to help to orgenize a strong national group.

Over a period of 20 to 25 yeers, high school home
economics e¢lubs had functioned under different types of
organizations and with varying degrees of success. Some
states had state organizations. Seversl of these were
known as Future Homemekers. Others were called Jumior
Homemekers end Betty Lamp c¢lubs. TUsuelly the state organ-
izations were under the leadership of the home economics
supervisory staff of the state departments of education,
or a committee of the state home economics assoeiation.

The Americen Home Economies Association was one of

the first groups to sponsor high school home economics



clubs. Working mainly through the state home economics
association, the organization of these clubs was a loose
one, and the success largely depended upon the home eco-
nomics teacher in each school and the person willing to
act as state home economics club chairman. The value of
unified effort in doing something to improve the e¢lub pro-
gram was realized by the members of the Americen Home Eco-
nomics Association. The first attempt at a nationsal or-
gaenization of all home economics clubs was under their
direction and study.

A committee representing the American Home Economics
Association was appointed in 1943 to study high school
clubs. Some of the representatives were of the belief
that the e¢lub programs could be improved by uniting the
erfofts of ell club members towerds the seame goal of im-
proving home and femily life. Invitations were extended
to each state to attend the nationsl meeting to consider
the development of a united orgesnization. Vines (15), in
summerizing & report by the Interim Committee on High
School Home Economic¢s Clubs, June, 1944, stated that a
group of home economics education workers from 29 states
met in Chicago on March 30th at the invitation of the
American Home Economies Associstion. The Interim Com-
mittee sgain met preceding and during the American Home

Economies Association convention. The Committee's report



stated that becsuse there had been such variety of high
school home economics orgsnizations during the past, it
proposed & plan for unifying the home economics c¢lubs into
& national orgenization. (15, p.15)

Plans were set up for the formation of this national
organization under co-sponsorship of the American Home
Economics Assoeiation and Home Economiecs Eéusationlﬁivi~
sion of the U.S. Office of Eduecation. It was alsc deter-
mined that the organization would grow through the efforts
of thé various home economies groups.

It was the gosl of the home economic¢s leaders that
this organization should be a youth group in which the
young people should have a large shere in the founding and
orgenization. To accomplish these goals the United States
was divided first into regions and then into sub-regions.
Then & group of students and their teacher-advisers were
chosen by the schools in these sub-regions to represent
their groups. These groups met in order to think through
some of the purposes of this organization.

The necessary steps for founding the organization
were carried through by representatives of each sub-
regional group. These representetives were nominated at
the sub-regional meetings as candidates for national
offices. These candidstes met for & week plenning how to

organize. As the basis of the work for the week, these
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national representatives used the recommendations made by
the sub-regional meetings. Plans for orgenizational pro-
cedure and a provisionel constitution were set up at this
meeting. The c¢reed, name and purposes were of the girls'
own ahoosing.‘ Thus, Future Homemekers of America came in-
to being. June, 1945, is celebrated as the date of the
founding. (4, p.2)

Because this was to be strictly e pupil orgenization,
the place of the adults was to guide end advise and to do
only those things which were beyond what high school young
people could and should do. The accomplishments during
the first year on the national level were overwhelming.
Frost, the first national adviser, listed the following as
tangible evidences:

1. An independent orgenization was set up
with office space and equipment with a
headguerters staff.

2. 4 well~established system of working
units et the national, regional, state
end locel levels had been developed.

5. The 0fficiel Guide was published.

4. Teen Times, national magazine, wes dis-
tributed three times during the year.

5. FHA wes an incorporated orgenization
which had the power to grant state
g¢harters. Fifteen c¢lubs gqualified the
first year.

6. The emblem as & trade mark was available
in pins.
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7. The first national meeting was plenned and
finenced as well as 12 regional meetings.
(1, p.157)
Frost (2), in 1946, related the tangible evidences of
growth on the pert of the members who attended the first
national convention:

l. Girls carried on business meetings with a
knowledge of parlismentary procedure that
would shame adults.

2. Plans were made for community projects.

3. The members discussed freely, with no in-
hibitions, ebout the problems confronting
young pecople today, and the adults pres-
ent were amazed with their meture sugges-
tions for solving the problems. (2, p.392)

Wyckoff (16, p.533) stated that by the year 1948 the
Future Homemekers of America had repaid the loan of §$7,200
to the American Home Economics Associstion for the cost of
the first nstional convention. Membership had grown from
92,516 in 1945, to 235,000 members in 1948.

The organizetion was plenned to be of definite value
to individual members, the school, community and the home-
meking progrem. An aid to the understanding of the func-
tion of Future Homemakers of America in the homemsking
progrem is found in certain statements in the introduction
of the O0ffieial Guide:

The Future Homemekers of Americe is the
national orgenizetion of pupils studying
homemeking in junior and senior high schools
of the United States end Territories. A4s en
integral part of the program of home econom-
ies in the schools of Americe it offers
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opportunity for the further development
of pupil initietive in plenning and cerry-
ing out sctivities related to homemeking.

The Future Homemaekers of America brings
together state groups interested in end
working towerd better home and family liv-
ing, provides opportunities to share in
solving problems importent to home life,
and sponsors group projects, local, state
and national in scope; it increases oppor-
tunities for the development of leadership
and intelligent participation so much
needed in a democratic society.
It ceme into being through the cooperstive
efforts of youth enrolled in homemaking in
secondary schools in building a national
organization of their own in which they may
develop social qualities and promote better
?oma life for its members snd their femilies.
4, p.

Orgenization

The Future Homemakers of America is composed of char-
tered state associations. At the present time (1953), 47
states end two territories compose the national oreaniza?
tion. The state associastions are made up of cehapters in
junior and senior high schools offering homemaking. The
chapter is the functioning unit of each school end is usu-
ally designated by the name of the school. The girls early.
decided to use the term "chapter"” rather than "e¢lub" for

the loeal organization. (6, p.l2)
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Membership

Membership in FHA is wholly voluntary. Any pupil,
boy or girl, enrolled in homemeking snd those who have
been enrolled for at least & term are eligible for member-
ship. By virtue of the fact that there are many more home-
meking classes for girls than for boys, the orgeanization
is predominantly mede up of girls. Provisions are made
for ective, associate and honorary membership. Those boys
or girls in secondery schools who qualify for membership
are active members whereas associate members are those
persons who were past members but are no lengef in high
school. Associate members esre not allowed to hold office
or vote.

Honorery membership is given to those persons who
have advanced the homemekisg program or rendered outstand-
ing services to FHA. Honorery members may be elected by
the majority vote of the members present at any reguler

meeting.

Officers eand Advisers

There are three levels in the orgenization of Future
‘Hcmemakers of America: local chepters, the state orgeni-
zations, and the national organization. Officers for all
three are elected annuslly. Usually there are nine offi-

cers in both the state snd nsational units but the number
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of chapter officers varies with the need of the group.

National officers usuelly meet prior to & national
meeting on the alternete yeers when there is such & meet-
ing, or upon ¢all. The state officers meet for two days
prior to the state meeting end for one week in August to
plan the state program of wofk.

The executive council at each level is composed of
the adolescent officers snd adult advisers. At the local
level, there is en executive council made up of the local
officers and homemeking teacher who serves as'adviaer.
Stete edvisers sre selected by the state supervisor of
homemaking education, in cooperetion with the state advi-
sory board or committee. At the national level there is
an executive council made up of national officers of the
Future Homemskers of America, the national adviser, and
four chapter sdvisers who serve without vote. The nation-

al adviser is appointed by the nationsl edvisory board.
(4, p.4)

Progrem of Work

Annually at the national meeting the national offi-
cers and advisers develop what is termed as a progrem of
work for the year. This progrem is based on the purposes
of the organization, and gives suggestions for group and

individual activities which will be helpful to FHA
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chapters for attaining the eight stated purposes. In4
¢luded in the national progrem of work are suggestions for
projects which state associations or individual affiliated
chapters might aa#ry out. One prbjgct suggested by the
national officers was that of edopting a homemaking class
in another country, espeeially emphasizing the importance
of having "pen pels."

In turn each state association develops a program of
work including éuggeations from the national program of
work and netional projeots.

Local chepters then follow the nastional and state
progrems of work in so far as they fit the locel needs. A
good progrem of woik at the looal level is based on the
purposes of the orgenization, needs of the group, and

goels of the homemeking progrem. (3, p.20)
Finances

National dues at the time of this study (1951-1952)

- were ten cents per member, with the exception of chapters
with less than 20 members; then & fixed sum of two dollars
was requested. The funds are used to psy salaries of
headquarters staff end to defray expenses of printing the
FHA national magezine and other items in carrying on the
national orgenization.

State dues vary. The income helps to defray such
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expenses of the state associstion as the snnual state
meeting and the week's summer outing of state officers to
plan the yesr's work. Then, too, these dues provide money
for delegates to national meetings, the usual running ex-
penses and the publication of song books, and perty idess.
The state officers also publish the "Beaver Bulletin®
three times @& year.

Both state snd national dues are sent to state head-
quarters; national dues are then forwarded from the state
office. Only FHA members affiliasted with the state and
nationsl organizetion are able to receive publications and
to order emblematic materiels.

Local chapter members decide upon the dues for their
chapter. Some chepters prefer to earn as a group. Local
dues asre never so large that a pupil msy be prevented from

belonging because of insbility to pasy dues. (3, p.23)

Degrees of Achievement

Degrees are based upon achievements of the individual.
The national FHA recommends that esch chapter appoint a
degree committee consisting of a chairman and three com-
mittee members. The standards for degrees of achievement
and bases for evaluation is epproved by the Nationsl Execu-
tive Council end the National Advisory Board of the FHA.

Informetion concerning standards and records for each
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degree and suggestions for meking the degrees an integral
part of the FHA program can be secured from the national
office or through the state adviser.

The three degrees ere: (1) Junior Homemeker, (2)
Chapter Homemaker, and (3] Stete Homemsker, and they ere
denoted by a key, & sercll, snd & torch, respectively,
which members receive in recognition of their achievement.

{4, p.7)

Development of the Oregon's Association

The growth and development of Oregon's state assoecia-
tion as revealed in the Notes on the History of the Oregon

Association of Future Homemekers of America (9) show that

the first unofficial state meeting wes held on April 14,
1945, at Oregon City. On the agenda were two important
issues to be discussed: "How c¢asn we strengthen our state
organization?” and "What shell be our program of work for
the next year?" During the first year, there were 48 Ore-~
gon chepters with 2,045 members. In June, 1945, the first
state adviser, Miss Evelyn Swaim, end the state president,
Miss Irene Trout, Oregon City, attended a joint meeting of
the National Executive Couneil end National Advisory Board
in Chieago. Miss Trout was elected to the office of
national treasurer.

The charter for the Oregon association was received
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on March 12, 1946. During this year, the first national
adviser, Dr. Hazel Frost, visited Oregon for three days.
A dinner meeting was held in her honor. The Oregon asso-
cistion's main projeet for 1946-47 was the establishment
of a scholarship fund for a Future Homemaker member who
 was entering the School of Home Economics at Oregon State
College. During this yesr, the Oregon FHA newsletter be-
came known as "Chapter Chatter."” One copy was sent to
each chapter,

The second state Future Homemeskers of America meeting
was two days in length. It waes held at Oregon State Col-
lege on March 21 and 22, 1947. The first honorary members
were selected and given recognition at this meeting. The
advisory boerd held its first meeting on February 1, 1947.

Pendleton, the selected c¢ity for the third state
meeting, April 23 and 24, 1948, gave some of the members
an opportunity to see a part of the state whigh was en-
tirely new to them. That same year six representatives
from Oregon and the state adviser sttended "the first na-
tional convention in Kansas City, Missouri.

Of significence to the development of the Future
Homemekers of America in Oregon were the six district
meetings held through the fall months of 1948 and 1949.
The fourth state meeting held again at Oregon State Col-

lege was even larger than previous meetings. The district
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meetings have ceﬁtianad to be held each year. A Pacific
regional meeting was attended by 19 Oregon chapter members
and their state adviser during the spring term. So suc-
cessful was the state executive retreat held at the Lake
of the Woods the previous year that the executive council
for 1949-50 met again at Camp Westwind to work on the
state program of work, budgets, projects, end pertinent
matters of business. Eleven Oregon girls and two chapter
advisers attended the FHA Western Leadership Training Con-
ference at Estes Park, Colorsdo, June 18-22, in 1951.
Those attending were either state officers or district
cheirmen.

According to the Oregon Association Future Homemekers
of Americe handbook (10) there were 84 chapters in 1950-51
with 3,502 members. Patterned after the national orgsni-
zation, each state is divided into districts. The number
of districts a2 state may have depends ﬁgen the size of the
state and number of chapters. The Oregon Association of
FHA is divided into seven districts. Geographicsally
speaking, the state wes divided into thirds. The western
part contains four districts; the central third, two dis-
tricts; and the eastern pert of the state contains only

one district. (10, p.l1l5)
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Related Studies

Before the actual organizetion of the Future Homemak-
ers of America, investigators were interested in the de-
velopment of homemaking clubs, and the educational values
¢lub members received. The earliest study completed by
Hurt (7) was thet of evaluating the activities of 92 home
economics elubs throughout the United States. Hurt
attempted to evaluste club asctivities in terms of the edu-
cational values received by those who participated. She
set up five general aims of education and used those aims
in evaluating the information received from the guestion-
naire.

Hurt's findings were:

l. The home economics clubs in this study
were attracting relatively few of the
girls in the high schools, and very few
of the boys.

2. Some opporiunities were being offered
by activities of the home economies clubs
for the development of democratic ideals
and practices in their members.

3. Opportunities for the development of the
individual personalities through the
activities of the clubs studied were
limited.

4. Veried opportunities were being offered
by the activities of many of the clubs
for the development in the members of
greater breadth and depth of interests.

5. Meny club asctivities included experiences

which seem to contribute to the improve-
ment of home life of the members.
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6. Prectically all the home economiecs
¢lubs were offering opportunities for
the development within individusls of
an increased interest in end a willing-
ness to participaete in soclal-civie life
of sehool and community. (7, p.79)

Although Future Homemekers of America was not nation-
ally organized until 1945, there were many state organiza-
tions of Future Homemekers. For example, Oklshoma, Texas,
Hawail end Colorado hed active state Future Homemskers
organizations prior to 1945. In 1940, Graves (5), using
Hurt's diegnostic check list, made a2 study of 80 chapters
of the Future Homemekers in Texas. In her conclusions,
Graves stated that if intelligently guided, the Future
Homemaker activities will offer opportunities for the de-
velopment of demoeratic ideais and practices. In inter-
viewing 28 mothers, Greves concluded that some personal
development resulted from participstion in the ¢lub, and
that elubs served as a stimulstion for class work as well
as for effective "garry-over activities™ into the home.
Graves believed that opportunities were provided in club
activities for experiences that seemed to encourage club
members to improve community, home end family.

Pohlman (14), in 1947, studied 114 homemeking clubs
to determine what practices successful homemseking clubs

have in common and to determine what practices members

end advisers of these clubs consider important to their
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success. She found that practices important to successful

¢lubs were:

1.

2.

3.

4.

S.

7.

Affilistion with nationsl snd state
associations of the Future Homemakers
of Americs.

Reguler meetings with business-like
procedures.

Nearly 50 per cent of the c¢lubs felt
that sn sppointed stending committee
which functioned during the entire year
influential to success.

Sending delegates to state and district
meetings.

Working for degrees of achievement.
Providing progrems and activities built
around home activities, eand based on
development of leadership.

Joint meetings with homemaking clubs
from other schools. (14, p.65)

Pohlmen reported further thet sctivities such as

writing for school or loesl newspapers, group singing at

meetings, and musicel numbers by members of the c¢lub were

also importent to the sﬁscess of the ¢lubs. Some members

of elubs also believed thet the paying of dues end keeping

an attendence record contributed to the success of the

elub.

Parr (12), in 1946, studied the problem of the value

of extre-cless experiences in homemaking education. She

obteined the

opinions of the girls, their mothers, and

their teachers. When the judgments of the three groups
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were merged, Future Homemakers orgenization ranked second
in importence in value. Home projects renked first in im-
portance and wholesome entertainment for young people
ranked third. More of the girls who took part in the Fu-~
ture Homemekers of America activities thought this sctiv-
ity benefiecial then did girls who teak'part in other
activities.

Pfeffer (13) reported in 1951 a letter that was com-
piled by a group of students who participated in a Future
Homemaeker workshop at Fort Collins, Colorado, in 1949.
These Future Homemekers of America pointed out:

FHA is valueble because each member is
given an opportunity to experience contin-
uous growth.

FHA is one of the best ways to develop an
enthusiasm in girls for the job of home-
meking.

FHA provides an opportunity to learn by
cooperation with others.

FHA provides en opportunity for members to
assume responsibility.

FHA works for better end happier homes for
everyone now and in the future. This is
the most importent thing youth can do for
a demooracy.

FHA helps to broeden cultural interests.

FHA provides an opportunity for many racial
and religious groups to cooperate.

FHA provides real life situations for apply~
ing learning processes in homemeking.
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FHA is the only orgenization which helps
members to see themselves as a part of a
femily group.

FHA money-meking should be planned as a
leerning experience.

FHA is one of the most wholesome means for
boy~-girl relationships.

FHA chapters should be geared to the local~-
ity eand the community.

FHA programs should be carried on by the
members, with sdvisers acting as guides,

FHA will promote better homes, better communi-
ties, a better nation snd a better world.
(13, p.24)

Pfeffer further steted that Future Homemekers of
America is & meens of reising the prestige of homemeking
as & oareer and for recruiting girls for the study of home
economics in college.

Helping all individuels to be active and meeting in-
dividual needs were problems that the majority of advisers
"usually" or "sometimes" checked on Nelson's questionnaire.
(8) Two problems thet were "usually" or "always" trouble-
some for 30 per cent of the advisers were helping chapter
members accept responsibility with a minimum of adult su-
pervision, and helping the girls to see how degrees of
achievement can be a part of the total homemaking program.

The purpose of Vines' (15) study was to determine to
what extent the local chapters of the Montena Association

of Future Homemekers of Americe fulfilled the purposes of
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the national orgenizetion. Data were secured by sending a
check list containing 72 activities to all 70 FHA chapters
in Montena. The advisers were asked to indicate the fre-
quency of the activities end their opinion as to the value
of the activities carried out by their chapters during
1948 and 1949.

A second check list containing the 72 ectivities and
columns corresponding to the eight purposes of the organi-
zation was given to & jury of 40 FHA esdvisers who attended
Colorado Agriculture & Mechanicel College during the sum-
mer of 1949. The 72 aetiéities which were listed on both
check lists were classified into five areas: promotionel,
social, educational, service, and money-making.

When the data were enelyzed, it wes found by Vines
that the promotional activities were the most valuable in
achieving the purposes of FHA. Social activities ranked
second, educational activities next, service activities
fourth, and money-meking sctivities last. The study also
revealed that the activities being performed could achieve
the eight purposes of the organization. Three purposes,
"To work for good home and femily life for all,”" "To pro-
mote international goodwill,” end "To emphasize the impor-
tance of worthy membership" were not being achieved by the

ectivities frequently checked on the check list.
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The author found that other studies related to the
one she wes writing revealed that FHA was providing oppor-
tunities for members to develop greater breadth and depth
of interests, to develop democratic ideals end practices,
and to develop personally. Other studies showed that FHA
gave eppoitnnitios for improving the community, home end
femily through cooperation with others, and the broadening
of cultural interests.

Sumery

Not yet ten years old, the mationel organization of
Future Homemekers of America has tripled its membership
sinee its founding date in 1945. Investigators have found
that before homemeking ¢lubs were unified that the asctivi-
ties of such clubs throughout the United States were bene-
fiecial. Meny club activities included experiences which
'seem to contribute to the improvement of home and family
life. Since unification, greater opportunities were pro-
vided members through degrees of achievement, attending
state and national meetings providing progrems end activi-
ties built around home activities, which were based on
development of leesdership. One investigator believed that
FHA was & means of reising the prestige of homemaking as a

gareer.
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Unity was an impetus for the Oregon association, for
within two years after the nationel organization was es-
tablished, the Oregon associstion increased from 48 chap-

ters to 70 chepters, and in 1952 hed a total of 84 chap-
ters.
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CHAPTER III
METHODS OF PROCEDURE

A study of the Future Homemakers of America progrem
in the state of Oregon was made by the questionnaire meth-
od in order to obtain informetion as to the values the
members believed they received and to the effectiveness of
the local chepters in carrying out the eight national pur-

poses.

Preliminery Questionnaire

In order to find values which expressed what the
members themselves believed they received from the Future
Homemakers of America progrem, the author sent a prelimi-
nary questionnaire to two local high schools within close
proximity to Oregon State College. The members in these
two local orgenizations were asked 1o answer freely (1)
How has FHA helped you? (2) How could FHA help you more?
(Appendix B)

Background information as to (1) number of yeers of
membership in FHA, (2) grede in school, (3) chapter,
state, or national offices held end (4) degrees earned wes
included at the top of the page.

From these two locsl chapters a total of 58 free ex-

pression questionnaires were returned. For the most part,
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the members who responded were not very verbal, but merely
listed in numerical order those asctivities which were most
interesting, and benefits they believed they received.
Those who responded were reluctant to give concrete sug-
gestions as to how their FHA could help them more, or were
unable'ta comprehend the meny possibilities offered by the
FHA orgenizetion., For the most part, answers to the spe-

cific questions were not given.

Development of Final Questionnaire

As a first step, the free expression answers to the
Tirst questionnaire were analyzed with the objeet of de~
veloping a list of the benefits which the 58 members re-
porting believed they had derived from their FHA partici-
pation. Since each girl mey attach varying importance to
these benefits, the writer has used the term "value" as
an expression for each benefit to be listed in the final
questionnaire. In its simplest definition, the word velue
means anything worth working for, anything held dear to be
reteined in an individual's life. Throughout this study
the term "values" will refer to the statements of the
benefits appearing in the final questionnaire.

As fer as possible, the words used by the 58 members
to express these values were incorporated in the final

questionnaire. For example:



29

FHA heas helped me to realize that a
home is more than a place with children
and three mesls a day.

Her statement appeared on the final questionnaire as:

My FHA gives me a clearer understanding
of the responsibilities of & homemaker.

Sometimes it wes possible to use the words that FHA
members had stated in the preliminary questionnaire.
Items 7 and 13 of the questionneire are such examples:

7. Helps me develop self-confidence.
13. Helps me develop poise.

A girl in grade twelve, who had four years of experi-

ence in FHA, end had served as chepter officer wrote:
FHA has helped me to develop self-
confidence eand to feel more poised and
assured in front of a group of people.

Thusz hendling the 58 preliminary questionnaires in
the above menner, 72 statements of benefits received from
FHA were listed separately on 3 x 5 cards, using the word-
ing of those who replied. These statements were edited
end revised or discarded by a jury of five which included
members of the Oregon State College Home Economics Educa~
tion staeff, interested homemaking teachers, and one
English teacher. The jurors selected 50 of the 72 state-
ments of benefits as those sround which the orgenization

hes been built.



Orgenization of the Spiral Questionnaire

The final stage of preperation for the questionnaire
was that of categorizing the 50 itemized values into six
categories:

l. Personal development

2. Soelsl development.

3. Community perticipation.

4. Internstional understanding.
5. Club activities.

6. Homemaking partieipation.

The purpose of the six a&tagerios was for ease in
disocussing the 50 items es they pertained to the elght
national purposes of the Future Homemskers of America
organization. It was believed that if velues falling into
one grouping were listed consecutively, each vaelue might
not be given individual consideration by the contributors.
Therefore, the 50 values under the six groupings were dis-
tributed throughout the questionneire in a rotational man-
ner so that en item haed been drawn from each 6: the six
categories before drawing & further item from that group-
ing.

Since the six groups d4id not have the same number of
items, the rotation was not the same throughout the ques-
tionnaire. There were 1l items in each of the personal
development and social development groups. Eight items
were releted to the community partinipatiun. Only four

items hed to do with the international understanding.
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Then, there were eight items in the c¢lub aectivities group
as well as homemaking pertieipation group.

Thus, the body of the éusationnaire consisted of a
check list of 50 items by which each member answering the
guestionnaire could evaluate her own FHA chapter, by check-
ing either "yes" or "mo." A "yes" answer was teken to
mean that the member hed benefited in this partiocular re-
spect through membership in her locsel chapter end, there-
fore, indicated that to this member one or several of the
FHA purposes were being fulfilled.

Background Information Questions

The baeckground infomation questions were revised
somewhet from those of the prelimineary questionnaire. In-
formation about the years in homemsking, years of member-
ship in FHA, degrees of achievement earned, offices held
and opportunity as a delegate were erranged at the top of
the gquestionnaire so that the chapter member could answer
each guestion by ¢ireling the number or neme that per-
tained to her experiencs.

The questionnaire was checked by three members of the
Oregon State College Home Egonomics Education staff and
the state PHA adviser., On the basis of the appraisal and
eriticism of these people, the final quaatiannaire {Appen-
dix B) wes approved for this study.
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Source of Data

The date used in this study were gathered from the
return of 600 questionnaires from selected groups of FHA
chapter members throughout the state of Oregon.

Since the plen for the study was to obtain opinions
from individuel FHA members, it was necessary to form some
basis for selecting representative FHA groups. A report
received from the state FHA adviser contained the chapters
listed alphabeticelly by districts., A sampling of the 84
Oregon chapters was made by selecting every alternate
chapter from the listing. Thirteen chapters were added or
substituted by the state sdviser, meking a total of 47
chapters selected and asked to perticipate in this study.

Procedure for Distributing Questionneires

A letter expleining the purpose of the study request-
ing cooperation was sent with & post card which provided
space for recording the number of questionnaires needed by
the participeting chapter. The letter and card were sent
through the state adviser's office to the selected 47
chapters. The chepters chosen represented the seven geo-
graphical districts of the Oregon assoeciation: Central,
Eastern, Hoéth Western, North Willamette, South Coast,
Southern, end South Willemette. (Appendix A, Table A)
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Number of Questionnaires
Distributed end Returned

Of the 47 chepters, 36 chapters requested question-

naires, ten chapters did not reply to the request letter,
and one chapter declined participation. However, of the
36 chapters willing to cooperate in this study, only 22
chapters returned their questionnaire before the deadline
set by the investigator.

The 36 chapters agreeing to participate requested a
total of 1,464 questionnaires. This number was distrib-
uted to the 36 chapters. However, 14 of the 36 chapters
did not return the questionnaires, or returned the ques-
tionnaires efter the deadline set by the investigator.
Thus, 22 chapters ultimately participated in this study.
To these 22 chapters the author distributed 971 question~
naires and received 653, a return of 68 per cent for these
22 chapters. (Appendix A, Teble B) |

Of the total 653 questionnaires completed and re-
turned, 53 questionnaires were discarded because of incom~
plete information. Therefore, the data included in this
study were mede from the information furnished by the 600
questionnaires.

The data reported have certain limitations since only
about 20 per eent of the total membership (3,502) in the

Oregon association were represented. Twenty-eight per
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cent of the total number of chepters (84 chapters) were
represented, Another limitation lies in the fact that the
questionneire does not take into consideration that some
of the items mey not have been either positive or negative
all the time. For exemple, many respondents believed the
need of a "sometimes" when asked if their FHA chepter hed
interesting meetings.

Through en enealysis of subjective values received by
the 600 respondents, this study attempts to determine if
the local chapters in Oregon are serving its members by
fulfilling the purposes of the nstional orgenization. It
is hoped that this evaluation will help the state adviser
to strengthen the Oregon Associastion of Future Homemekers

of Americs.
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CHAPTER IV

RESPONDENTS TO QUESTIONNAIRES

In 1950-51, there were 84 chapters affilieted with
the Oregon Association of Future Homemekers of America,
0f these 84 chepters, 22 chapters paerticipated in this
study. These 22 chapters are located in seven districts
in Oregon. In order to show on what representation
the findings ere based, it is first necessary to show what
distriets in the Oregon association are represented, the
number of individual chepters representing the districts,

and what type of FHA member answered the questionnaire.

Response from the Seven Distriets

Requests for participation in this study were sent to
a total of 47 of the 84 chapters which make up Oregon's
Future Homemakers Association.

0f the 47 chapters contacted to represent the seven
districts of the state association, only 22 took part in
the study. These chapters represent 28 per cent of the
total number of chapters in the state association.
Twenty-five chapters did not participate for the following
reasons: one declined participation, ten chapters failed
to return the post card stating intention to participate

end the remaining 14 chapters which received questionnaires
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d4id not return them or returned them after the deadline

set by the investigator.

Response According to Districts

Chert I shows the districts in the Oregon Association
of Future Homemekers of Americe, the totel number of chep-
ters in Oregon, the chapters which mede up the original
semple end the chepters which actually pertieipated in
this study. Table A in Appendix A also shows this repre-
sentation.

As shown by Chart I, the Central district hed only
one chapter represented from the four chepters which were
asked to participate. The Eastern district had two chap-
ters represented from the seven asked to contribute, Five
~ ghapters in the Northwestern district sent returns wherees
nine had been asked to participate, North Willamette dis-
trict from which ten éhapters were asked to partiecipate
was represented by three chapters. All of the South Coast
chepters asked to participate did so. South Willamette
district in which nine chapters were asked to perticipate
was represented by four chapters. Southern district was
represented by four of the five chapters aesked to contrib-
ute to this study. Follow-up letters feiled to get & re-

sponse from districts with low representation.
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Chart I
Distriets in Oregon Association of Future Homemakers

of America Showing Total Number of Chapters, Chepters
Sempled, and Chepters Participating.
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The average per cent of returns by each distriet
based upon the number of questionnaires requested was as
follows: Central, 28 per cent; Northwestern, 44 per cent;
North Willemette, 27 per cent; South Coast, 48 per cent;
South Willemette, 53 per cent; and Southern, 69 per cent.
The total number of questionnaires returned represents
approximately 20 per cent of the tcﬁél membership (3,502)
in the state of Oregon.

Since all distriets in this study did not have equal
representation, it ¢ennot be assumed that the findings of
this study are representative of the total groups of

Future Homemskers of Ameriea in Oregon.

Response According to Chapters

Of the total 971 questionnaires requested by the 22
chapters, 653 (68 per cent) were regeived. Fifty-three of
them were discsrded because complete information was not
given. (Table B, Appendix A) The 22 chapters varied in
membership. The largest chapter represented 105 gquestion-
naires and the smellest requested 12 questionnaires.

There was & wide vaeriastion in the per cent of returns
from individual ehapters. Of the 22 chapters participat-
ing, only two chapters returned less than 50 per cent of
the requested questionnaires, 12 chapters hed a return

between 50 to 60 per cent and eight chapters had a return
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of 75 per cent or more of the questionnaires requested.

(Table B, Appendix A)

Background Information of Respondents

The questionnaire which was used es a basis for gath-
ering dete for this study is found in the appendix. It
contained a check list which provided the investigator in-
formation about the members' experience in homemeking

¢classes and perticipetion in FHA chapters.

Homemeking Clesses Completed

In meny hiah‘sehoals throughout Oregon, homemaking is
en elective end thus it becomes a chellenge to the home~
meking teacher to meet the needs of the individuals in
order to have a continuously stimulsting homemeking pro-
grem. The FHA when integrated into the homemeking class-
room progrem often scts es a stimulus and the interaction
of the one upon the other promotes both the homemeking
clesses and the FHA orgenization. The requirement of mem-
bership in FHA stipulates at least one semester of enroll-
ment in a homemaking class in junior or senior high
school. To continue membership in FHA it is not necessary
to eontinue enrollment in the homemsking classes.

Teble 1 shows the distribution of the 600 members'’

years of experience in homemeking classes.
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Eech participant was asked to circle the number of the
homemeking clesses completed and the homemeking c¢lasses in
which she was enrolled at the time she answered the ques-
tionneire. In Oregon, Homemsking I, II, III end IV are
classes taught in freshmen, sophomore, junior end senior
years of high school. Teble 1 indicates the per cent of
members that completed esch year of homemaking. None of
the 600 respondents hed taken homemaking in the seventh
grade only.
Table 1
Homemeking Classes Completed by 600 Respondents

Homemaking
Clesses Number Per Cent
8 grade only 25 _ 5
I 211 35

II 228 38
111 92 15

Iv 39 6
None 5
TOTAL 600 100

Table 1 shows that 73 per cent of the girls who par-
ticipated in this study were taking or hed hed Homemaking
I and II. Only 25 members (5 per cent) had taken homemek~
ing in the eighth grade. Ninety-two or 15 per cent had

completed or were nowvtaking Homemeking III, whereas only
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39 or six per cent of the 600 respondents were in Homemak-
ing IV classes., For some reason, five of the members who
participated in this study stated that they hed had no
homemeking c¢less experience but were members of FHA. It
is evident that sbout three-fourths of this group of FHA
girls would have not more than two years of experience in

homemeking classes.

Years of Membership in FHA

The requirement for membership in FHA is to be teking
or to have completed one semester in homemeking in a junior
or senior high school. Tsable 2 shows the distribution of
the respondents' membership in the Future Homemakers of

Americe orgenization.

Table 2
Respondents' Years of Membership in FHA

Years of
Membership Number Per Cent
Less then 1 240 40

1l 102 17

2 112 19

3 99 16

4 _47_ 8

TOTAL 600 100
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Of the 600 FHA members who paerticipated in this
study, 40 per cent had been members in FHA less than one
year. Except for a difference of ten members from one
year of membership (102 members) in FHA snd that of two
years (112 members), spproximetely 18 per cent of the par-
ticipents were in FHA either one or two years. Of the
total group, 99 (16 per cent) hed been in FHA three years,
and 47 or eight per cent had been members in FHA four
years., This table shows that a very small per cent of
upperclass girls who have been members in the FHA chepters
their entire time in high school are represented in this
study.

Local, State, and National Officers

To be elected & national officer is the highest honor
whieh cen be conferred upon an FHA member. Under the na-
tional constitution, Oregon being in the Pecific Region
mey be entitled to & national office once in every three
or four years as its turn in rotation of officers ocour.
Since there are nine stste offices available annually
against one nationasl office each three or four years, the
opportunity for election to & state office is considersably
greater. The number of loocal officers each chapter eleots

varies with the needs of the individuel orgenization.
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Teble 3 shows the number of participants who have had
varying years of membership in FHA and who have been offi-
cers in the organization.

Teble 3
Respondents Who Held Offices in FHA

‘ Officer in
Years of Loeal Chepter State Hone
Membership Total No. % No. % No.
Less than 1 240 32 20 - - 208 48
1 102 17 10 - - 85 19
2 112 39 24 - - 73 17
3 99 49 30 1 25 50 11
4 47 27 16 3 75 20 5
TOTAL 600 164 100 4 100 436 100

Of the 600 members reporting, 164 members (27 per
cent) had held a loecal chapter office, and four members
(one per cent) had held state offices. No respondent had
been a nstional officer. It is significent that 436 (72
per cent) of the 600 FHA members snswering the gquestion-
naire had held no office in FHA.

Teble 3 shows that almost one-third of those who held
local chapter offices had one year or less than one year
of membership in the organization.. In fact, 20 per cent
of the loesl chapter officers had less than one year of
membership in FHA. Almost half of the 164 who reported
they were officers in their local chapters indicated that
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they hed been members of FHA three or four yeers. This
table shows that the smallest group who have held offices
come from members with four years of membership in FHA.
Apperently the 85 per cent of the respondents to this
gquestionnaire who were girls who had held offices in FHA
had hed three years or less experience in the orgeniza-

tion.

Degrees Earned

Degrees ere awarded FHA members for special achieve-
ment. At the present time there are three degrees which
may be eesrned in the following order: Junior Homemeker,
Chapter Homemaker and State Homemaker.

Table 4 lists the number of degrees of achlevement
held by members who answered the questionnaire. It also
shows the years of membership these Future Homemekers have
had.

There is e great diversity of opinion as to the im-
portence of the degree progrem in the Future Homemskers of
hmerica. In some chapters, degrees of achievement mey be
emphesized much more than in others. It is not surpris-
ing, therefore, that 519 members (86 per cent) of the
girls reporting gave no indication that they had worked on
any degree. Seventy-nine members (13 per cent) of the 600

FHA members earned their Junior Homemeker degrees.
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Thirty-six members (6 per cent) received the degree of
Chapter Homemaker, whereas only three members (approx-
imetely one per cent) of the 600 members had been awarded

State Homemeker degree.

Teble 4
Respondents Who Earned Degrees in FHA

Degrees
Years of , Junior Chapter State None
Membership Total No. % No. % No, % No. %

Less than 1 240 1 1 - -- w= 239 46
1 102 1 1 - - -=- «= 101 20
2 112 25 32 2 B —— 87 17
3 97 33 42 23 64 - - 64 12
& 47 19 24 11 31 _ 3 100 28 _ 5

o e

TOTAL 598* 79 100 36 100 $ 100 519 100

*The degree program requires thaet a member earn degrees
in sequence., Two members reported that they earned only
the chapter homemsker degree, however.

Teble 4 shows that of 47 respondents who had been
members of FHA four years, 28 hed never worked for a de-
gree. Nineteen had earned s junior homemaker degree. To
earn a chapter degree one must already have a Jjunior de-
gree; therefore, 1l of the 19 had earned not only a junior
homemeker degree but & chepter degree. Furthermore, the
three who hed earned the Staste Homemeker degree had also

earned a Chapter Homemaker degree and 2 Junior Homemeker
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degree.

In turn, Table 4 also shows that of the 97 FHA who
had three years' membership, 64 had never esrned a degree.
Of the totel 33 who held Junior Homemakers degrees, 23
were also holders of Chapter Homemakers degrees. Of those
having two years' membership in FHA, 87 of 112 hold no de-
grees. O0Of the 25 who hold Junior Homemaker degrees, two
also have Chapter degrees.

Table 4 shows thet only two members with one year or
less membership in FHA earned Junior Homemaker degrees of
achievement. Twenty-five members (32 per cent) with twe
years of experience in FHA, and 33 members (42 per cent)
with three yeers in FHA, end 19 members (24 per cent) with
four years of experience in FHA comprised the 79 members
who reported they had earned Junior Homemaker degrees.

Of the 36 Chapter Homemsker degrees awarded, two mem-
bers (5 per cent) had two years of experience in FHA, 23
members (64 per cent) had three yesrs experience, and 1l
members (31 per cent) had four years membership in an FHA
chapter. |

The State Homemakers degrees of schievement were
awerded to three members who had four years of membership
in the same FHA chapter.

In Table 4 it is revealed that with increased years

of membership the proportion of members who have earned
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degrees of achievement show a oensiétent increase.

Delegates to District, State, or National Meetings

Both district and state meetings are held snnueally.
In the seven district meetings which are ususlly in the
late fall, there is no limitation as to number of dele-
gates sttending. It is ean advantage to the local chapter
to encourage all interested members to participate in dis-
trict meetings. Surprisingly, only 144 members (24 per
cent) of the 600 girls who answered the questionnaire hed
attended such meetings.

Attendance at the state convention is limited to two
members for each chapter. Ususlly the chapter president
and s strong junior member are selected to attend. 4
chapter may send more members if thaet chapter has respon-
sibilities to carry on at the convention or is c¢lose
enough to meke the financing of such a trip possible for
seversal members. Only 36 members (6 per cent) of those
answering the questionnaire hed attended a state meeting.

In June, 1950, the last nationsl meeting was held in
Kensas City, Missouri. The prior year regional meetings
were held throughout the United States. Delegates from
Oregon attended the Pecific Regional Meeting at Santa
Berbara, Californis, in June, 1949. Then in June, 1951,

a8 Western Leadership Training Conference was held at Estes
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Park, Colorado. Thies meeting egein took the place of a
national convention. Of the 600 FHA members who answered
the questionnaire, only five girls, less than one per
cent, have had an opportunity to attend any type of re-
gional or national meeting.

Table 5 shows the number of members who attended dis-
trict, state snd netional meetings in relation to the
yeers of membership in their FHA chapter.

Table &

Respondents Who Were Delegates to
District, State end Nationel Meetings of FHA

Meetings
Years of District ©State Hational Hone
Membership Total No. % No. % No. % __ No.

Less than 1 240 24 17 -— - —— - 216 49

1 102 23 16 1 1 == == 79 18

2 112 36 25 8 285 - -- 72 17

3 99 39 27 12 33 1 20 57 12

4 47 22 15 15 41 _4 80 _21 _4

TOTAL 600 144 100 36 100 5 100 445 100

Of the 144 members in this study who stated they
attended district meetings, 24 (17 per cent) were in FHA
less then one year, 23 members (16 per cent) were in FHA
one yesr, 36 members (25 per cent) were in FHA two years,

whereas 39 members (27 per cent) belonged for three years,
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and 22 members (15 per cent) hed been in FHA for four
years.

Stete meetings were attended by 36 respondents.

Eight (22 per cent) were members two years, 12 members

(33 per ocent) had belonged three yesrs, and 15 members

{42 per cent) were in FHA for four years. No member with
less then one year of membership and only one with one-
year membership had attended a stete meeting. All but 11
of the members attending e state meeting had also attended
8 district meeting.

Four of the five members who attended & national
meeting had four yesrs of experience in FHA, the other
member hed three-years membership in an FHA chapter.

Table 5 shows thet girls heving three or four years
of membership are those who attend more district, state or
national meetings then any others., The implicetion may be
thet full benefit from returning delegetes may be lost
through gredueting seniors. Especially does this seem
true in the case of the four girls who attended a national
meeting. In 81l probability, since they had attended FHA
four yesrs, they were seniors and would not be able to

work in FHA for enother yesar.
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Typical FHA Member Who Answered Questionnaire

When the data concerning the FHA members were ana-
lyzed according to yeers of membership in FPHA, snd to the
members' experience in homemsking c¢lesses and participa~
tion in FHA chepters, a typical FHA member who answered
the questionneire would be one that:

1. Had hed or was taking Homemaking I or II.

2. Had been in the FHA orgenization two years
or less.

3. Held no office in FHA.

4. If she held en office she would heve three
years or less membership in FHA.

5. Had not worked on a degree of achievement.

6. If she earned a degree of schievement
would be in FHA two or more years.

7. Attended no district, state or national
meeting.

8. If she had attended she would have had
three or more years in FHA.

Of significence is the fact that of the 22 chapters
responding the majority of girls in each chapter were
freshmen or sophomores with one or two years of homemaking
experience eand that they held local chapter offices, bdut
had not earned degrees of achievement, or attended dis-
triet, state, or national meetings. It ¢en be assumed,
therefore, that locsl chepter officers sre not selected

primerily on the basis of years of experience in the
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organization.

Comparison of the 600 Respondents' Years
In %ﬁmemﬁkin Classes to Their vears of
Wlembership in ¥HA, the Offices Tﬁag E@i%,
The Degrees They kerned end Their Experi-
ences as De

legates

Sometimes sponsors of FHA assume that girls who had
had the greatest number of years in homemasking classes as
well as the longest memberaﬁip in FHA are the main source
of leadership in their chepters., Aectuslly, this should be
true. To determine whether or not it is true for the 600
FHA members who perticipated in this study, the question-
naires were sorted sccording to the number of years the
respondents had had in homemeking classes. Since contin-
ued enfallmant is not ecompulsory for continued membership
in FHA, Teble 6 was compiled to determine the relationship
between the number of years of membership in FHA and the

number of classes in homemaking the 600 respondents had.
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Table 6

Comparison of the 600 Respondents Membership
In FHA in Relation to Homemeking Classes

e e

Classes Less Years in FHA

in than 1 1 2 3 4
Homemeking Totel No, % No. % No. % No, % No. %
8 26 10 4 1 1 7 6 4 4 3 6
F 211 117 49 57 56 25 22 4 4 8 17
II 228 103 43 27 26 62 56 31 31 5 11
¥ ¥ 9 o2 5§ 2 8 8 14 12 48 49 17 36
IV 39 2 1 8 8 4 4 11 11 14 30
None 5 s 1 1 1 0 o0 _ 1 _1_0_0
TOTAL 600 240 100 102 100 112 100 99 100 47 100

Table 6 shows that of the 25 members who hed only 8th
grade homemaking, ten members were in FHA less then one
year, one member was in FHA one year, seven members were
in FHA two years, four members were in FHA three years,
end three members of the 25 who had hed only eighth grade
homemeking had been members of FHA four years.

Of the 600 responding, 211 members had had Homemaking
I only. Ope hundred seventeen of these had been in FHA
less than one year, 57 members of the 211 hed been members
in FHA one yeer. Twenty-five of the 211 were in FHA two
years, four of the 211 were in FHA three years and eight

members of the Homemeaking I group were in FHA four years.
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The lergest percentage of girls, 228 members, were
teking or had teken Homemeking II when they answered the
guestionnsire. Of this group, 103 members were in FHA
less then one year, 27 members were in FHA one year, 62
members of the 228 were in FHA two years, 31 members of
the Homemeking II group were in FHA three years, and five
members of the 228 were in FHA four yesrs.

The Homemeking III courses had a representestion of 92
members. Of these 92, five members hed been in FHA less
than one yeer., Eight members in the Homemaking III group
hed been members of FHA for one year. Only 14 members of
the 92 in Homemeking III said they had been in Fﬁ& two
yeers, whereas 48 members of the 92 members had membership
in FHA three years, and 17 members of this group hed mem-
bership in FHA four years.

Of the 39 members in the Homemeking IV group, two
members had been in FHA less then one year. Eight members
were in FHA one yeer end four members were in FHA two
years. The largest group of these 39 members were the 11
members who had been members of FHA three years, and the
14 members who were in FHA four years.

Since homemaking is = prerequisite to becoming a mem-
ber in FHA, it wes strange that five members (one per cent
of the 600 respondents) indicated that they had no home-

meking training. Of these five, three members were
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members of FHA less then one year, one member was in FHA
one year and the remaining member had three years of mem-
bership in FHA. The reasons are not known why the five
members hed not tsken any homemsking courses. Two of the
five members came from the same chapter.

Teble 6 seems to indicate that once a girl has joined
FHA she continues her membership throughout high school.
Membership in FHA seems to be consistent with their en-
rollment in homemaking since approximately 50 per cent of
the girls who have had Homemaking I, II, and III have also
hed as maﬁy years in FHA. Teble 6 also shows that 64 per
cent of the girls in Homemeaking IV have had either three

or four yeers of membership in FHA.

Homemeking Cless Experiences of Members Who Held Offices

One hundred sixty-four of the 600 members (27 per
cent) who participsted in this study had held & local
ohagter office in FHA. Twenty-one per cent (126 members)
of the 27 per cent who held loecsl chepter offices were
girls who had had or were teking c¢lesses in Homemeking II,
III, or 1IV.

Of the 25 membe:s who haed only eighth grade homemek-
ing, six members (24 per cent of the eighth grade group)
held loeal chapter offices. In this group of the 211 mem~

bers who were in the Homemaking I, 31 members (15 per cent
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of this group) held local offices. In the Homemeking II
group of 228 members, 56 members (25 per cent of this
homemeking group) were local chapter offices., There were
92 members in Homemeking III. In this group, 48 members
(62 per cent of the group) were local chapter officers.
0f the 39 members in Homemeking IV, 22 members (54 per
cent of the group) held local chapter offices. One member
who stated she had no hamamaking class held a loesl chep~
ter office.

Of the four members holding state office, one member
hed had only Homemsking I, two were in or had had Homemek-
ing II, and one member said she had hed Homemaeking III.

These figures seem to indicate that the proportion of
members who held local chapter offices increased with the
years of experience in homemeking classes. About three-
fourths of the members who held local chapter offices were

girls who had two or more yesrs of homemaking.

Homemeking Cless Experience of Those Who Earned Degrees

Seventy-nine members of the 600 respondents earned
Junior Homemeker degrees of sachievement., Of these 79 mem~
bers, 40 members (50 per cent) were in or had had Homemsk-
ing IIi or IV. Of the 600 members, 36 members earned a
Chepter Homemaker degree. Twenty-nine (81 per cent) were

enrolled in or had been enrolled in Homemaking III end IV.
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Three girls who answered the guestionneire end were
holders of the Stete Homemsker degree of aechievement ceme
from one chapter., Since not more than ten to 18 state de-
grees are awarded annuelly, it is remarksble that three
would be in one chapter. The acquisition of 2 Stete Home-~
meker degree is usually only possible for those FHA mem~
bers who are juniors or seniors in high school end who are
enrolled in asdvenced homemeking classes and who have been
members of FHA three or four years.

Since the regquirements for the degree of State Eoma~
maker ere that the cendidate has completed at least two
yeers of homemeking instruction end has held the chapter
degree for at least one yeasr prior to the conferring of
the State Homemeker degree, it follows that girls receiv-
ing these degrees wéuld be at leeast juniors in high school
end enrollied in Homemaking III. Nevertheless, it is
apparent that a greater per cent of the Homemeking III end
IV class members work for degrees than do the general FHA

membership.

Homemeking Cless Experience of Members Who Were Delegates

Of the 600 FHA members responding, 144 (26 per ocent)
were delegates to a district meeting. The homemeking ex-
perience of these 144 members were as follows: 83 members

(67 per cent) were teking or had teken Homemeking I or II,
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end 61 members (43 per cent) were in Homemaking III or IV.

As revealed by the data (Teble 2) of the 600 who par-
ticipated in this study, 439 respondents had or were taking
Homemsking I or II, and 131 respondents hed or were teking
Homemeking III or IV.

It is significant that the 83 delegates are only 18
per cent of the total group in Homemeking I or II, whereas
the 61 delegates represent 47 per cent of the 131 respond-
ents who had or had had Homemseking III or IV. Apperently
& greater per cent of upper cless homemeking girls attends
district meetings thsn freshmen or sophomores.

The date indicated this was also true in the case of
members who attended state meetings since the 36 responded
who attended state meetings, 25 (69 per cent) were girls
who hed or were teking Homemsking III or IV.

The five respondents who attended netional meetings
had a variéd background in homemeking. Of the five, two
members had or were teking sdvanced homemsking classes
(III or 1IV).

There are no spparent evidences that years of exper-
ience is the basis upon which national delegates are
chosen. Presumably, members who ere interested and who

ere finsncislly able are chosen to sttend.
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The 600 respondents to the questionnaire represented
the seven distriets in the Oregon association. These 600
members designated values which they believed were re-
ceived through their FHA chapter. The majority of those
responding were enrolled in or had had Homemeking I and II
with two years or less membership in FHA. Only one-fourth
of the 600 respondents had advanced homemeking with mem-
bership of three to four years in FHA.

Three-fourths of the girls held no offices in locsal
chapters or state. No definite trend was found whieh in-
dicated years of experience is the besis upon which offi-
cers are elected. On the other hend, the largest percent~
age of girls attending distriect, state or national meet-
ings were those with three or four years membership in
FHA., Those earning degrees of achievement were also those

who had edvence yeers in the FHA organization.
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CHAPTER V

FUTURE HOMEMAKERS OF AMERICA JUDGMENTS

The eim of this study was to determine how nearly the
purposes of FHA were being achieved. To meke this epprai-
sal, FHA members were asked to react either positively or
negatively to 50 itemized values which expressed how the
orgenization wes helping individusl members. For the pur-
pose of discussion, these values have been classified into
six categories:

1. Personal development.

2. Sociel development.

3. Community participation.

4. Internaetional understanding.
5. Cludb sctivities.

6. Homemaking perticipation.

The 600 FHA members' responses to each category will
be discussed seperately in their relationship to the pur-
poses of Future Homemskers of Americe orgenization, which
eare as follows:

Purpose I: To promote a growing appre-
ciation of the joys and satisfactions of
homemaking.

Purpose II: To emphasize the importance
of worthy home membership.

Purpose III: To encourage democracy in home
end community life.

Purpose IV: To work for good home and
femily life for all.

Purpose V: To promote internationsl good-
will. .
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Purpose VI: To foster the development
of creative leadership in home and com-
munity life.

Purpose VII: To provide wholesome individ-
ual and group recreation.

Purpose VIII: To further interest in home
economices. (4, p.l1l0)

Persgonal Development

The questionnaire was designed to use the positive
approach. For example, the greater the number of "Yeses"
in the tsbulation indicated that the FHA members in this
study believed their orgenization helped them develop the
personal quelities listed. The 11 items pertaining to
personal development as they appeared in the questionnaire
with a tebuletion of the totel responses ere presented in
Table 7.
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Table 7

Chapters' Provisions for
Personsl Development of lembers

YES NO

MY FHA CHAPTER: No. % No. %
Helps me develop leadership

ability 447 75 163 25
Helps me develop self-

conf idence 507 85 93 16
Helps me develop poise 426 70 174 30
Helps me develop efficiency 483 81 117 19
Helps me develop dependability 5256 88 75 12
Encoursages me to accept

responsibility 551 92 49 8
Gives training in social

etiquette 460 77 140 23
Gives me opportunity to

express my ideas 545 21 55 9
Gives me an opportunity to

act as chairman 325 54 275 46
Has helped me use my own

initiative 325 54 275 46
Gives me an opportunity to

learn to be & good member

of a group 554 93 46 8

As shown in Taeble 7, the greatest lacks which 600 FHA
members reported were that of not having the opportunity
to act as chairmen, or to use their own initiative. The
me jority, however, believed thet FHA helped develop their
leadership ability. Apperently each member was provided
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other opportunities for leadership beside that of acting
as chairmen. Vhereas sbout one-half of the 600 who re-
sponded to the guestionnaire believed their FHA chapters
gave them an opportunity to set as committee chairmen, and
an opportunity to use their own initiative, three-fourths
of the group believed their chapters helped them to devel-
op leadership ability end nine-tenths thought the orgeni-
zation helped them asccept responsibiiity. |

Of the totel list of 11 items in the questionnaire
which pertained to the personal development of the indiv-
idual, sueh items as development of self-confidence,
poise, efficiency, snd social etiquette received positive
responses from more than three~fourths of the 600 respond-
ents,

An indication that Purpose III: "To encourasge demo-
¢racy in home end community life" was being fulfilled was
disclosed in the fact that 91 per cent of the 600 respond-
ents thought their FHA gave them an opportunity to express
their own ideeas, 93 per cent of the 600 responding indi-~
cated that they learned to be good members of a group, and
92 per cent seid their chapter helped them accept respon-
sibility.

Equally strong is the evidence that Purpose VI: "To

foster the development of creative leadership in home and
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community life" is being attained by the 22 chapters for

reasons stated above.

Soeial Development

If Purpose IV and Purpose VII are interpreted in
their broadest sense, that of working for good home and
femily life for all, and that of providing wholesome in-
dividuel end group recreation, the 1l items grouped under
social development suggest ways of promoting and develop-
ing the desired results implied by these purposes. These
11 items slong with the responses ere found in Teble 8.
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Teble 8
Chapters' Provision for the
Sociel Development of lembers
YES NO

MY FHA CHAPTER: No. % No. %
Helps me establish c¢lose

friendships with girls

who have similar interests 548 91 55 9
Teaches me to cooperate with

others 565 94 5% 8
Helps me get along better

with my family 367 61 233 37
Helps me get along better

with my friends 495 82 106 18
Helps me develop understand-

ing of people 464 77 136 25
Provides opportunity for

meeting girles in other ‘

schools 469 78 181 =22
Provides opportunity to teke

part in meny soecial asctivi-

ties 488 81 112 19
Provides worthwhile services

for the school 526 &8 74 12
Provides opportunity to work

with a group on & project 534 89 66 11
Provides "good times" 525 87 76 13
Gives all girls & choice of

opportunities to pertieci-

pate in activities planned 533 88 67 12

Ten of the 11 items shown in Table 8 rated an affirm-

ative answer from 80 per cent or more of the FHA members

responding. The other item:

"My FHA chapter helps me get
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along better with my rgmily" received a 61 per cent affirm-
ative response.

Teble 8 indicates that three-fourths or more of the
600 FHA members believed their FHA chapters helped them
to cooperate with others, establish close friendships, get
along better with their friends, and understand other peo~
ple better. Their FHA chapters also provided apportﬁni-
ties for meeting girls in other schools, for taking pert
in sociel activities, end for being of service to the
school.

The date give evidences, therefore, that the 22
chapters in Oregon heve strived to fulfill Purposes IV
and VII, that of working for 306& home snd femily life for
all, and that of providing wholesome individual and group

recreation.

Community Perticipation

Eight items were releted to the weys by which FHA
membars may be contributing to the betterment of their
communities. Generally speeking, the benefits which FHA
members received should especially promote four of the
national purposes. These ere:

Purpose I: To promote the growing
appreciation of joys and satisfactions
of homemaking.

Purpose II: To emphesize the importsance
of worthy home membership.
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Purpose IV: To work for the good home
and femily life for all.

Purpose VI: To foster development of
oreative lesdership in home and community
life.

The eight items directed toward the furtherance of
these purposes were included in the study because they
were based on the assumption that as an organization
offers its members opportunities for developing responsi-
bility toward community betterment, those attitudes of
desiring to help others mey be carried over into adult-

hood. Table 9 shows the 600 members' responses to the

eight items in this category of the questionnaire.



Teble 9

Chapters' Provision for Members to

Perticipate in Community Projects

67

YES NO

MY !& Qm EER: iﬁ@n % No. ) %
Informs public of homemaking

progrem by means of window ‘

displays, service clubs, etec. 386 64 214 36
Invites perticipation of towns-

people in school progrems 357 60 243 40
Gains gooperation of psarents

for school projects 396 66 204 54
‘Mekes me want to help other

people 527 88 7% 12
Provides opportunity for

practicing good citizenship S22 87 78 13
Provides worthwhile services

for the community 358 60 242 40
Helps needy femilies of the

community 445 74 185 26
Carries child care instruction

into community services 268 45 322 65

On the whole, the responses to this ceategory were

lower in the affirmative enswers than the previous groups.

Apperently less than half of the 600 FHA members respond-

ing believed their FHA chapters provided ways in which

what they learned in c¢hild care waes utilized in community

service. However, in sll other items, 60 per cent of the

members or more expressed affirmative answers.



The following four items were epproved by epprox-
imately two-thirds of the group:
1. Informs the public of the homemaking
progrem by mesns of window displays,
service c¢lubs, ete.

2. Invites participation of townspeople
in school progrems.

3. Gains cooperation of parents of the
community for school projects.

4., Provides worthwhile service for the
community.

Table 9 also shows that the statement receiving the
highest affirmative response referred to that of wanting
to help other people. Almost nine-tenths of the 600 mem-
bers answered "yes" to this statement. Not only did FHA
chapters make their members aware of other needs, but
they seemed to provide ways in which each member could
help needy femilies of their communities. Three-fourths
of the respondents gave sn effirmative reply to this item.

This category contributes evidences that four of the
eight purposes are attained in various ways.

Purposes I and VI, in their brosdest interpretation,
include spreading of the joys and satisfactions of home-
making to people in the community, and that of initiating
activities related to home snd community life. The date
indicate that the majority of chapters responding informs
the public of the homemeking program by meeans of window
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displays, through service ¢lubs, and other community ochan-
nels., Two-thirds of the members responding stated their
chapters invite participation of townspeople snd parents
in school progrems and projeets, and the majority of mem-
bers reported that their chapters provided worthwhile
services for the community as well as providing opportuni-
ties for praeticing good eitizenship. This study gives
evidence, therefore, that verious opportunities were pro-
vided in the 22 chapters whiech promote Purposes I and VI.

Purposes II and IV stress the importance of worthy
home membership and the importesnce of improving homes to
provide enjoyment for all members of the family. These
-purposes may be interpreted to inc¢lude the importance for
recognizing needs of others, and assisting others when |
needed. That these purposes were obtained in some respect
was indiceated by the response that 88 per cent of those re-
porting believed their chapters made them aware of others'
needs, end 74 per cent believed that their chepters helped
needy families of the community.

International Understanding

The fifth purpose of FHA is that of promoting inter~
national goodwill. The national officers esch year give
suggestions for c¢arrying through this purpose. The
responses made by the 600 FHA members in this study to
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four items based on recommendations of the national offi-

¢gers sre included in Tesble 10.

Table 10

Chapters' Provision for Members to Participate
n_the Promotion of Internationel 5603«1§I

‘ YES KO

MY FHA CHAPTER: No. % No. %
Provides opportunity to study

home life in other countries 166 25 447 75
Helps us to shere with people ‘

in foreign lands g18 a7 382 63
Provides opportunity to be

hostesses to people of

other lands 147 24 453 76
Provides experiences for cor-

responding with people in \

other countries 165 30 435 70

Most chapter members responded negatively to the
items shown in Teble 10. ‘The statenents referring to
opportunities to study home life in other countries, or
being hostesses to foreign students snd of corresponding
with people in other lends received over 7C per cent nega~-
tive responses. '

‘The item, "My FHA chapter helps us to share with peo~
ple in foreign lends,” received the greatest number of
affirmative enswers. Perheps this response may be due to
the emphesis in the nationel work progrem that suggestis
the adoption of homemeking class in a foreign lend.
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Teble 10 appears to indicate that Purpose V, that of
promoting international goodwill, is not fulfilled by the
majority of chapters who participated in this study.

Club Activities

Three purposes most directly related to the eight
items listed under the heading of club activities are:

Purpose III: To encourage demooracy in
home end community life.

Purpose VI: To foster the development of

eizativa leesdership in home end community
life.

Purpose VIII: To further interest in home
economics.

The possibility of providing experiences for each FHA
member which will help further interest in home economics,
encourage democrscy end provide experiences which develop

creative leedership are illustrated in Teble 1l.
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Table 11

Leipation
,Eias

‘ YES RO

MY FHA CHAPTER: No. . No. %
Mekes me esware that FHA is

naetionsl in its interests 675 96 25 %
Provides experiences in meking

and spending money for an

orgenization 479 80 - l24 20
Provides experience for writing

for school and looal pspers 126 21 495 79
Provides experiences in \

parlismentary procedures 405 68 196 32
Provides opportunity for group

singing 406 68 ie4 32
Gives me opportunity to be on

the redio 104 17 496 83
Gives me an opportunity for

working on degrees 485 81 115 19
Has interesting meetings 125 21 475 79

As shown in Teble 11, the grestest lack recognized
by the majority of Future Homemakers of America who par~
ticipated in this study was in the opportunities for radio
end newspaper experience. Three~fourths of the 600 mem~
bafa indicated they did not have these opportunities by
checking the "no"” column., Of the 22 chepters represented,
five chapters showed by their 100 per cent negative re-
sponses thet they hed no opportunity for redic work in

their communities. It mey be essumed thet radio work is
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limited in most chapters because of the distance to radio
stetions or becasuse of the difficulties involved in pre-
paring and presenting good programs.

Of the 600 members, 79 per cent believed that their
meetings were uninteresting. Meny rcsﬁondents wrote the
word "sometimes” in the margin of the questionnaire when
answering.

As also indicated in Teble 11, most FHA members sre
well informed about the FHA progrsm as it is organized on
a national basis. Ninety-six per cent stated they had be-
come aware that FHA was national in its scope.

Previously, it has been shown that only 13 per ecent -
of the total group responding had worked on & degree of
achievement. Evidently the lack of degrees earned is not
from lack of opportunities, since 81 per cent of the re-
spondents stated that their chapters offered the opportu-
nities to work on degrees.

Two-thirds of the respondents believed thet thelr
chapters provided experience in parlismentary pfoeedurea,
and opportunity for group singing. Group singing is espe-
cially emphasized in the Oregon Associstion of Future Home-
makers of America. A recent handbook (9) prepsred by the
stete officers and adviser of FHA contains 11 pages of
songs.

Eighty per cent of the 600 girls said their chapters
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provided experiences in meking and spending money for an
organization.

Teble 11, then, seems to show that the point of em-
phesis found in meny Oregon FHA chapters is on experience
in money-making projects, parlismentary procedures, and
group singing. Through these pro jects meny members ere
eble to be leaders and initiate verious sctivities such
as selling hot dogs at basketball gemes. Thus, members
develop leadership ability so that members cen contribute
to the orgenization through these various activities.

However, an analysis of the replies shows that only
21 per cent of the members reported their chapter had
interesting meetings or provided opportunities to write
for school or community papers, and only 17 per cent par-
ticipated in radio work. It is recognized, therefore,
that the chapters sre not using all of the many possibili-
ties which would help to achieve Purpose VI: "To foster
development of creative leadership in home snd community
life."

The use of parliementary procedures by the majority
of chapters indicates that they strive to stimulate Pur-
pose III: "To encourage democracy in home sand community
life."

The eight e¢lub activities listed on the gquestionnaire
contribute a small part to the fulfillment of Purpose VIII:
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"To further interest in home economies,” which includes in
its interpretation the developing of further interest in
the field of homemeking education and the learning of what
contributions members can mske to home economics. Of
those partieipeting in this study, 96 per cent had the
understending that FHA wes national in its interest.
Surely understanding of the organization by individual
members is necessary if the stated purposes are to be at-
tained.

Opportunities for working on degrees could also plsy
e pert in fulfilling this purpose since degrees of achieve-
ment include exploring the many opportunities of home eco-
nomics. Here egein, the radio and newspaper ¢an be used
to contribute to the furthering interest in home economics.
As stated previously, these two activities were not pro-

vided for the majority of members.

Homemaking Participation

Three national purposes ere specifically centered
eround home and femily living. These sre:

Purpose I: To promote & growing apprecie-
tion of the joys and satisfactions of home-
meking.

Purpose II: To emphasize the importence of
worthy home membership.

Purpose VII: To provide wholesome individual
and group recreation.
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Items relsted to achieving the sbove purposes sre
listed in Teble 12. The 600 FHA members' responses to
these benefits are shown.

Table 12

Chapters' Provision for Increasin
Interest in the Home end Home Life

YES NO

MY FHA CHAPTER: No. % No. %
Gives me a clearer understend-

ing of the responsibilities

of a homemaker 537 90 73 10
Helps me appreciate my home more 480 80 120 20
Provides experience in care of

the home 442 74 158 26
Helps me be a better hostess

in my home 439 735 161 27
Encourages me to improve my

sewing skills 395 66 208 &4
Provides learning experience

in cocking 433 72 167 28
Helps me learn to teke csre

of my elothes 3886 66 214 34
Provides suggestions for

leisure time at home 368 61 232 29

Ninety per cent of the 600 FHA members sald their FHA
chepters gave them a clear understanding of the responsi-
bility of a homemsker. From comments written by the mem-
bers, those who answered the questionnsires had difficulty

in deciding whether it was FHA or their homemeking classes
which helped them to develop this understanding.
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Eighty per cent of the respondents said FHA helped
them eppreciaste their homes more. Table 12 shows that all
items received at least a two-thirds positive response.

It would seem that the 600 FHA members believed that
either their orgenization or their homemeking classes
helped them develop interest in hﬁmamakiag activities.

Purpose I, that of promoting & growing aﬁyreoiatien
of the joys end satisfactions of homemeking, mey be inter-
preted to indicete that through planned sctivities related
to the home the members learn to eppreciaste the meny joys
end setisfections of homemeking. Table 12 records that 90
per cent of the respondents thought thet their chapter
geve them opportunities of understending the responsibili-
ties of & homemsker snd 80 per cent of the respondents be-
lieved Future Homemakers of Ameriss provided ways in which
they were helped to esppreciaste their homes.

Purpose II is alsoc being fulfilled by the msjority of
22 chapters. Approximately three-fourths of the members
responding were provided with activities which would de-
velop homemeking skills. Certainly, sccepting responsi-
bility in the home and ability to cooperate can help one
té become & more worthy home member.

The Officiel Guide for FHA says that Purpose VII,

that of providing wholesome individual snd group recrea-
tion, helps to strengthen worthy home membership by
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combating idleness and restlessness. (4, p.6) The seme
members responding believed they needed suggestions for
the use of leisure time at home. Of the 600 responding,
61 per cent believed their chepters provided this benefit
end 29 per cent responded negatively.

Humber of Respondents Who Replied
With 25 or More Negative Answers

Instructions sent to the advisers of the 22 chapters
participating included & statement that there were no
right or wrong answers to the 50 items listed aniths ques~-
tionneire. However, since all the items were set up to
indicate positive fselings towerds FHA as to the benefits
it was providing for its members, extreme negative re-
sponses should be worthy of special consideration. A
total of 83 members (14 per cent) of the 600 FEA members
responded negatively to 25 or more of the 50 items on the
questionnsaire.

To discover the reasons for the extreme negative re-
sponse from the 83 members the questionnaires were ana-
lyzed for the members' experience in FHA, and membership
in homemeking clesses.

The first fact discovered was that of the consistency
of negative responses in two chapters. Of the 83 guestion-

naires returned with negative checks of 25 to 48, 19 ques~-
tionnaires were from the same chapter. This chapter,
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representing the Southern district, had a total return of
32 questionnaires. It can be seen, then, that nearly 60
per cent of this chapter's returns showed the members be-
lieved that FHA hed little to offer them. It is, there-
fore, very doubtful that in this chspter the national pur-
poses were being fulfilled. One other chapter, represent-
ing the Northwestern district, had a return of 37 per cent
of the members' questionnaires with 25 or more negative
checks. 1In the case of these two chapters, it appears
that there is a definite need for helping these Future
Homemakers of America chapters achieve the purposes of
FHA.

The data indicated that of the 83 negative question-
naires, 50 questionnaires or 60 per cent of the members
had not any experience in FHA as an officer, delegate, or
had earned a degree of achievement. It cannot be ssaid,
however, that these can be the reasons for the negative
feelings since 72 per cent of the 600 members (Table 3)
responding had held no office in FHA, 86 per cent of the
600 members (Table 4) responding hed given no indiecation
that they worked on degrees, end 75 per cent of the mem-
bers (Table §) hed never been delegates to the distriect
or state meetings.

The members who responded negatively with 25 or more

*no's" on their questionneires did not lack training in
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homemeking clesses. Of the 83 negative gquestionnaires, 51
questionnaires or sasgain 60 per cent of the members who
answered were in or had had claesses in Homemeking I end II.
It is significant to mention, however, that of the 600 re-
sponding, 25 members had only eighth grade training in
homemaking c¢lasses, Of these 25 members, 15 or 60 per
cent of those who had only eighth grade homemaeking gave 25
or more negative responses. Lack of opportunity in home-
meking classes may have influenced these members' re-
sponses.

The data revealed, furthermore, that of the 83 mem-
bers who enswered the questionnaire with 25 or more nega-
tive answers, 24 members (29 per cent of tﬁg 83 members)
were in FHA less than one yeaer. Thirteen members (16 per
cent of the 83 members) were in FHA one year, whereas 23
members (28 per cent of the 83 members) were in FHA two
years. Finally, 14 members (17 per cent of the 83 mem-
bers) were in FHA three yeers, end nine members or tem per
cent of the 83 members were in FHA four years. It goes
without saying, therefore, that the 83 members were not
lacking in years of membership in FHA. Nonetheless, they
believed thet es FHA members they were not receiving posi-

tive velues from the organization.
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Summary

For the most part the 600 FHA members' reactions to
the 50 items listed on the questionnaire were positive.
They indicated that they believed their chapter provided
opportunities for attaining the benefits listed. Only
eight of the 50 items listed received a2 negastive response
of 50 per cent or more. Four of these eight items were in
the group of international understsnding, three were in
the category of c¢lub activities, end one was from the com-
munity participation category.

According to the date, the chapters who participated
in this study were failing to achieve Purpose V: "To pro-
mote internationel goodwill."™ The category containing
items related to this purpose received more negative re-
sponses then any other group. The item which said, "My
FHA chapter helps us to share with people in roreign
lands,”™ received the most affirmetive answers in this
grouping. Probably this response is the result of the
opportunity provided by the national offices to adopt &
foreign homemsking e¢lass and sponsor psrt of its support.

Most chapters fail to promote the degree program.
Although 81 per c¢ent of the 600 respondents recorded that
their chapters provided opportunity to work on a degree,
only 13 per c¢ent of the total group had esrned a degree of

achievement.
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The results indiceted thet FHA end homemsking classes
work hend in hand. Meny girls found it difficult to say
whether it was their homemeking experience or FHA which
provided opportunities for stimulasting interest in the
home end family life.

The 83 members who believed they were not receiving
meny benefits from their FHA chapters were not lacking in
experience in homemeking or years of membership in FHA.

In the cese of two chapters, it was believed by the inves-
tigator that the negative responses were due to lack of
understending of the national purposes end ways in which
tc attain these purposes.

Although it was true that 60 per cent of the members
who responded with 25 or more negative answers had not had
any experience &s officers, delegates, or earned degrees
" of achievement, these could not be the sole criteria since
three-fourths of the 600 members who responded to the
questionnaire hsd never hed sny experience in FHA other
than being 2 member.

The leck of homemsking experience in the case of the
girls who had only eighth grade homemaking may heve had
some influence since 60 per cent of the group who had only
eighth grade homemeking did not believe FHA had been bene -
ficial to them. Perhaps this feeling is due to the fact

that often FHA business or important announcements are



83

made in homemaking eclasses, or time is allowed then for
committee meetings. Those not in the homemaking classes
would be at a disadventage in this respect.



CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This study was an attempt to sppraise the vslue of
Oregon Association of the Future Homemakers of America to
its members through an evaluation of the benefits which
members recognized they received from belonging to the
orgenization. The evalustion was made on the basis of
the eight national purposes of the Future Homemskers of
Ameriea. Information and data were gathered through a
questionnaire survey sent to the members of 22 FHA chap-
ters chosen by a rendom sampling of the chepters in the
Oregon state organization.

Data obtained through the questionnaire for the eval-
uation included the length of membership, and schievements
of the member in her local chepter, years of experience in
homemeking classes, and negetive or effirmetive snswers to
50 items concerning the values which the FHA member might
or might not receive from FHA.

In order to determine how effectively the local chap-
ters in the state of Oregon were fulfilling the steted
purposes of the Future Homemekers of Americe orgenization,
the benefits received by the members were evaluated. To
agccomplish this the eight purposes of the orgenization

were used as eriteria.
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Purpose I: To promote & growing apprecistion of the joys
and satisfactions of homemal

This purpose in its broadest interpretation includes
the influence of the home on the community. The family
is the beasis for community life and, therefore, the
strength of the community depends on satisfying home life.

To find satisfaction and joy in homemaking, it is
nec¢essary to have tools for spprecisting, understanding,
guiding, and directing home and family life. It is hoped
that Future Homemakers of America will provide its members
with these tog}s so thet the members will help spread en-
thusiasm and a;preeiaticn of homemaking to people in many
communities.

The data give evidence that the 22 FHA chapters in
Oregon are proviéiﬁg opportunities for the development of
joys and satisfactions of homemaking. Actual experience
in the care of the home was reported by 74 per cent of the
members responding. Evidently, other meens for developing
understanding and appreeiatken were provided since 90 per
cent of the 600 FHA members replied thet their FHA chap-
ters gave them 2 c¢learer understanding of the responsi-
bilities of & homemeker. The chapters studied also showed
evidences that the understanding gained was related to a
greater appreciastion of the home end femily members, since

80 per cent reported that their chepter helped them to
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appreciate their home more, and 61 per cent stated that
FHA helped them get along better with their families.

Members of Future Homemskers of America chapters par-
tieipeting in this study reslize the importance of the
home-school relationship end the value received in using
community resources. It is true that in community life, a
mother who truly finds joys &nd satisfactions in homemak-
ing becomes a source of ideals for cthers. FHA chapters,
for exsmple, may wish to have & panel of mothers discuss
one of the meny teenage problems, or ask homemskers in the
community to present their favorite hobby of flower ar-
rangement, painting, or sewing projects. As many as two-
thirds of the responding members stated that their chap-
ters invited partieipsation of townspeople in school pro-
grems end geined cooperstion of perents for school proj-
ects. Further, almost two-thirds of the members replied
that their chepters informed the public of homemeking edu-
cation activities. It cen be concluded from this return
that the majority of chapters were actively pwa§9tiag
homemeking outside their orgenization.

Thus, the chapters in numerous ways were providing
opportunities for promoting joys and eppreciations of
homemeking. As shown by the replies that two-thirds or
more of the members in the responding chapters were pro-
viding opportunities which helped them betiter appregiate,
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understand, and enjoy their home and femily members.

Purpose II: To emphasize the importance of worthy home
membership.

Certainly, & worthy home member is one who has the
ability to cooperate and who is able to meke wise deci-
sions. This purpose includes in its interpretation the
importance for recognizing needs of others, and assisting
others when possible.

In the light of this interpretation, eight of the
values in the questionnaire might have helped towards a
realization of this purpose.

First, relative to this purpose, 94 per cent stated
that their FHA chapter teaches them to cooperate with
others. Such cooperation was further emphasized by the
replies which indiceted that 82 per cent helped them get
along better with friends, and as previously mentioned,
two-thirds believed FHA helped them get along better with
their femilies.

Other indications that the respondents were given
opportunities for gaining experience in group participa-
tion which undoubtedly gave members experience in making
decisions is evidenced by the fact that over 90 per cent
stated that FHA encouraged them to sccept responsibility,
gave them opportunities to express their ideas, and gave
them opportunities to learn to be a good member of a group.
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Group participation is significant if the worthy home
membership is to include the importance of members gaining
practice in meking decisions and developing judgment. It
is the purpose of FHA to help members become aware of
their own capabilities. If, through group participation,
FHA members are able to recognize both their own strengths
and wesknesses, they can direct better their efforts in
contributing to the needs of a femily or community group.

In the light of these replies, it is reasonable to
believe that e majority, 80 per cent or more, of the FHA
members responding were geining benefits from group par-
tisipation that would help them become more worthy home
menmbers.

Purpose III: To encourage democrscy in home end community
iife.

The founders of the Future Homemskers of America
sensed the need for strengthening democracy in home end
ea&mngisy life and believed that through the proper func-
tioning of the orgenization the practice of democratic
jdeals could be fostered in its members and carried into
everyday home snd community life. The FHA chapter, if
fulfilling this purpose, enebles its members to work in a
democratic atmosphere. From the beginning, the founders
of FHA provided an office for a psrlismenterian in both

the national and stete association. A parliamentarian is
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optional in the loesl chapters; however, 68 per cent of
the respondents said they received experiences in parlia-
mentary procedures.

Accordingly, 75 per cent stated thet their FHA chap-
ters helped develop leadership ability, and 88 per cent
recorded that they were helped to develop dependebility.
Both cheraecteristics ere declded essets to en individual
living in = democratic sogiety.

While 92 per cent believed their FHA chapier en-
courages members to eccept responsibility, end 91 per
éent geve members an opportunity to express ideas, only
54 per cent of the members believed FHA helped them use
their own initistive. These figures give some evidence
that most of the 22 chapters function es a unit, pooling
ideas and decisions mede by individuals. Since individual
initiative is not fostered as much in group projects as
1n‘in&1vidaal pro jects this benefit cen best be promoted
through the de 'ee of achievement progrem. To earn a de-
gree of achievement, individual effort is required for
sttainment. Unfortunately, only 13 per cent of the re-
spondents indicated they had work on degrees of aghieve~
ment; yet 81 per cent steted their chepter provided oppor-
tunities for working on degrees of achievement. Encourag-
ing and helping members to work on degrees of achievement

is the advisers' responsibility, end this weakness should
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be remedied by them.

For the most part, the data indicated that FHA does
stimulate democratic living for three-~-fourths of its mem-
bers through the development of leadership ability, effi-
ciency, responsibility, and dependability, all necessary
in a democratic society. Of significance, too, is the
fact thet over three-fourths of the members responding
stated their FHA chapters provided opportunities for prac-
tieing good citizenship, a further indication of the ful-
fillment of this purpose.

Purpose IV: To work for good home and femily life for
all. '

The important word in this purpose is the word “"all."
It is hoped that FHA will provide ways to help members
strive for & healthy, harmonious femily life in which all
members take an active pert. A good home provides satis-
faction for ell members through sharing of responsibili-
ties snd pleasures.

Included in its interpretation, this purpose indi-
cates the importance of recognizing the needs of others
and that of helping others not only in materialistic ways
but through understsnding and tolerance.

The date revealed that nine-tenths of the girls re-~
sponding believed their chapters taught them to cooperate
with others. Mentioned before but also relating to this
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purpose was the recording that two-thirds believed FHA
helped them to get along better with their family.

Three-fourths of the members responding reported that
their FHA chapter helped develop a greater understanding
of people as well es helping them to be aware of the needs
of others. The study showed that FHA members have many
opportunities for developing this understending. Agein
three~-fourths stated that their FHA chapters helped them
establish close friendship with girls that had similer
interests, provided opportunities for meeting girls in
other schools, end provided opportunities for working with
& group on projects. It is underétanﬂeble, then, why 82
per cent of the respondents would indiea#e that they be-~
lieve their FHA chapter helped them get slong better with
their friends.

An snalysis of the answers to those items referring
to the development of positive personal characteristics
showed that 85 per cent of the members replying had im-
proved in self-confidence, 81 per cent believed they had
improved in effigiency, 88 per cent thought they had be-
come more dependasble because of their partieipation in
FHA. Such personal cheracteristics as these contribute
much to the development of a worthy home member. It was
guite evident, therefore, that this purpose was attained
by the majority of chapters perticipating in this study.
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Purpose V: To promote international goodwill.

When determining the goals of FHA, the committee in-
volved did not overlook the necessity for the Future Home-
mekers of Americe to do their pert in contributing to a
lasting world peace. Through the national office, it is
possible for individuel chapters or state associations to
adopt a homemsking class in a foreign country, end to par-
ticipate in the world Christmas Festivel. The national
office also emphasizes the satisfections of corresponding
with pupils of other lands. Four items were included in
the questionnaire which pertained to ways in which this
national purpose could be schieved.

The statement which ssked if the FHA chapter provided
opportunities to study home life in other countries re-
ceived an affirmative response of only 25 per cent. Again,
only 24 per cent of the respondents replied affirmatively
thet their FHA chapters provided opportunities to be host-
esses to people of other lands. Unfortunately, the data
revealed that those chapters situated near colleges where
foreign students sre enrolled did not teke advantage of
having the foreign student attend FHA chapter meetings.

On the Oregon State cempus, for instance, there are at
present, approximately 100 foreign students. Many of
these students travel to speak to business and professional

women or men's service clubs. Many opportunities for
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learning first-hand informetion ere available by having
these foreign students discuss their country. Advantages
would be gained also for the foreign students enrolled in
college home economics in witnessing the functions of a
high school arganizatioa of homemaking girls.

Although one of the national pro jects stresses the
adopting of & foreign homemsking c¢lass, only 37 per cent
of respondents in the 22 c¢hapters stated their chapter pro-
vided opportunities to shere with people in foreign lends.
Likewise, only 30 per cent corresponded with people in
other countries. The respondents' replies indicated,
therefore, that their chapters have not included oppor-
tunities for demonstrating intermational goodwill. Since
this purpose is not achieved by the responding chapters,
this may be cited as one avenue along which the state
association could direect its efforts in aésisting the
loeal chapters to broaden their program.

Purpose VI: To foster the‘ésvalog?gnt of creative
leadership in home snd community life.

It was believed by the founders that youth of today
desire to be leaders asnd to initiate activities related
to home and community life. This purpose implies, there-
fore, that all members do not have to be executive offi-
cers in order to develop crestive leadership. Thus, FHA

strives to develop in its members a broad outlook on life
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by providing many types of experiences.

Approximetely two-thirds of the respondents believed
they were provided with opportunities for informing the
public of the homemeking program by means of window dis~
plays, end contacting service clubs. Certainly, creative
ability is necessery for creating & window display or pre~
paring a talk or skit for a service club. Other provi-
sions for developing poise besides presenting telks for
groups ere ineluded in the progrem of the chapters report-
ing sinece the majority of the members believed their FHA
helped them tc develop poise. Related to this positive
characteristic is the faect that 74 per cent of the members
stated their FHA chapter helped them to be better host-
esses in their homes.

The data indiceted that two-thirds of the members be-
lieved their chepters provided experience in psrlismentary
procedures, provided opportunity for group singing, and
four-fifths of the 600 girls gained experience in making
end spending money. It is believed by the investigator
that these activities provide members with eypﬁrtmi ties
to develop creative leadership ability by allowing members
to initiaste, plen, and earry out the plans for these
activities. |

Not to be overlooked is the faet that only 21 per
cent of the members reported their chapters had interesting
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meetings. Surely this indicates a weekness in the make up
of FHA chepters and is indicative that potential leader-
ship is not encouraged or guided effectively.

Benefits steted elsewhere, which were not fully uti-
lized, =nd c¢ould contridbute to this purpose also were
those pertaining to radio work snd creative writing.

It is seen, therefore, that the benefits included in
this study show that this purpose was attained by the mem-
bers of the 22 cehapters resgenﬁing, although not all pos-
sible experiences were utilized.

Purpose VII: To provide wholesome individual group
recreation.

Besic to Future Homemeskers of America is this impor-
tant purpose. It directs attention of FHA members to the
many productive activities for worthwhile use Qt time and
thereby strengthens worthy home membership by contributing
to & more interesting end enjoyable home life for the fam-
ily members concerned.

The type of socisl activities undoubtedly would very
in each chapter; nevertheless, 87 per cent of the respond-
ents stated their FHA chapter provides "good times"™ and 81
per cent stated that their FHA provides opportunities to

take part in meny social sctivities.
Although only 61 per cent believe their chapters pro-
vided suggestions for the use of leisure time at home,
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two-thirds believed their chapters encouraged the improve-
ment of sewing skills and provided learning experience in
cooking. Evidently, homemaking skills as a leisure-~time
activity for high school girls is not suggested or con-
sidered ss such by those responding.

As recorded previously, 68 per cent stated their FHA
provided opportunity for group singing, certainly a bene-
fit that is related to this purpose also.

Although not many benefits most directly related to
this purpose were included in the questionnaire, those
appearing received sn affirmative answer by the majority
of girls responding. Thus, within the limitations of this
study, it is believed thet this purpose was attained by

the responding chapters.

Purpose VIII: To further interest in home economigcs.

This purpose includes in its interpretation the de-
veloping of further interest in the field of homemaking
education and the leerning of what contributions members
can make to home economics. Of those pertieipeting in
this study, 96 per cent had the understending that FHA was
national in its interest. Surely, understending of the
orgenizetion by individual members is necessary if the

stated purpose is to be attained.
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Opportunities for working on degrees of achievement
also play a pert in the fulfillment of this purpose since
degrees that are earned usually reguire the exploring of
the many oppertunities of home economics. OFf significencs
is the fect thet although 81 per cent of the members stated
that their chapter provided opportunities for working on
degrees snd as previously discussed, only 13 per cent of
the total number responding hed earned degrees.

Here again, the redio and newspaper esn be used to
further interest in home economies. However, values ob-
tained from writing or presenting a radio seript in which
the members would be enslyzing the organizetion for the
community are not the only way in which FHA members can
further the interest in home economies. Purposefully, the
FHA members heve many opportunities in attending confer-
ences and verious meetings to leern what velues they can
gain from home economies, as well as what contributions
they can meke to the field of home economics. It is hoped
that these meetings will develop further interest for esach
member in the field of homemeking education. Since only
24 per cent of the 600 members responding hed attended
meetings outside their own chapter, there is a definite
need to stimulate interest in district meetings, stete

and national meetings.
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If the interpretation of this purpose is to mean the
stimulation of further interest in home economics for mem-
bers within the FHA orgenization, this purpose is not
achieved by the majority of respondents.

Summary
Six purposes seem to be achleved for those 600 who
answered the guestionnaire but two need to receive greater
emphasis if they sre to be achieved. Future programs of
work for the Oregon Association of Future Homemsekers of
America should center attention on:

Purpose V: To promote international goodwill.
Purpose VIII: To further interest in home economics.
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Table &

Distribution of Questionnaires to Future Homemekers of
Americe Chapters in Seven Districts in Oregon

Chepteres asked Chapters
Total to participate partiaipa;ing

Districts No. % _No. % No.

Central 7 8. & ] 1 &
Eastern 12 14 7 15 2 9
Northwestern 13 16 ¢ 1e 5 23
North Willamette 21 25 10 2l 3 14
South Coast 7 8 3 6 3 14
South Willamette 16 19 9 19 4 18
Southern 8 _10 _5 _11 _4 _18

TOTAL 84 100 47 100 22 100




Sent to 22 FHA Chapters

Teble B
Distribution and Replies to Questionnaires
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No.paid
Districts members No.re- No. % No.dis~-
and Chapters in FHA guested ret'd. ret'd. carded
Total for
Districts 907 871 653 68 53
Central
Madras 53 58 34 59 2
Eastern
W owa 35 38 34 89 0
Nyssa 61 62 46 74 2
Total ~ 96 “80 -2
Northwestern
Newberg 50 60 31 50 S
Astoria 27 25 23 92 2
Clatskenie 35 35 25 71 2
Banks 25 25 25 100 4
Yamhill 30 30 _26 87 4
Total ; 175 130 17
North Willamette
Oregon Gity Sr. 49 55 13 24 0
Grant, Portland 12 12 11 92 1
Estacada 32 20 13 65 ]
Total 93 -1 -1
South Coast
Myrtle Point 61 55 32 58 S
Coquille 40 40 25 62 4
Roseburg 61 83 20 32 1
Total 162 77 10
South Willamette
Cottage Grove 42 45 37 82 0
Willamette 27 30 22 73 1
Toledo 24 23 20 87 2
Lebanon 23 30 18 60 0
Totel 116 128 3
Southern
Lakeview 80 g0 62 69 1
Medford Jr. 63 105 92 a8 12
Merrill 44 45 32 71 4
Rogue River 24 25 12 50 1
Total 211 265 %8 18
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Dear Girls:

I have been a Future Homemekers of America adviser
and em now at Oregon Stete College working on a master's
- degree. Will each of you be kind enough to help me with
some of my graduate work by completing the following?

Thenk you,
Audrey Ingraham
DIRECTIONS: gg§§le the number or word that pertains to
Your Grade in High School g 10 11 12

Years of Membership in FHA less them 1l 1 2 3 4
Past or present FHA

Chapter Officer Yes No
Past or present FHA
State Officer Yes No
FHA Degree Earned Junior Cheapter State None

DIRECTIONS: Pleasse snswer the following:
HOW HAS FHA HELPED YOU? HOW COULD FHA HELP YOU MORE?



