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.AN APPRAISAL OF OREGON'S 
FUTURE HOMEMAKERS OF .MERICA ORGANIZATION 

BASED ON JUDGMENTS OF MEMBERS 

IiTRO DUCT ICN 

The Future Homemakers of America Is the national 

organization tor young people who are or have been study- 

lug homemaking in junior or senior high school. inter- 
related with the homemaking curriculum, Future Homemakers 

of America provides opportunities far the development of 

each Individual student through the carrying out of aotiv- 

ities pertaining to homemaking eduoa tion. 
The Future Homemakers of erioa is an incorporate 

non-profit youth organization. Through the cooperative 

efforts of the Jmer1oan Home Economics Association, the 

Home Economics Division of the U.S. Office of Education, 

and youth enrolled in homemaking in secondary schools, the 

FHA organization as established in 1945. 

Within the structure of the national organization, 

the state groups, supported by local chapters, perpetuate 

the objectives and goals of FHA. As stated in the Future 

Homemakers of America Official Guide: 

The Future Homemakers of Menos brings 
together state groups interested in and 
working toward better home and family 
living, provides opportunities to share 
in solving problems important to home 
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life, and sponsors group proeots, 
local, state and national in scope; it 
increases opportunities for the devel- 
opment of leadership and Intelligent 
participation so uob needed In a demo- 
aratic socIety. (4, p.1) 

The Oregon association received its charter In 1946. It 

was the twenty-sixth to be accepted by the national organ- 

Izatlon. During the first year, Oregonts association In- 

eluded 48 affIliated chapters wIth a total membership oÍ 

2,045 members. In 1950-51, when this study was started., 

there were 84 chapters wIth a membership of 3,502. 

at the first national meeting are the foundation upon 

FHA, listed in the constitution, are as follows: 

Purpose I: To promote a growing appre- 
dation of the joys and satisfactions 
of homemaking. 

Purpose II: To emphasize the importance 
of worthy home membership. 

Purpose III: To encourage democracy in 
home and oounity life. 

Purpose IV: To work for good home and 
family life for all. 

Purpo se V: To promote international good- 
will, 

Purpose VII: To provide wholesome in- 
dividual end group recreation. 



Purpose VIII: To further interest in 
home economica. (4, p.8) 

. Because the ?iLL purposes are guides for the local FHA 

chapters in choosing their activities and the yardsticks 

for measuring the chapters' sucoess in meeting youth's 

needs, these purposes will be used as criteria to deter- 

mine how the values which the FHA members recognized they 

received from belonging to this organization contribute 

toward the fulfillment of the purposes. Only through 

strong loca], organizations can the national purposes be 

achieved. 

It is the purpose of this study to gain information 

which will help determine how effectively some local chap- 

ters in Oregon are carrying out the stated purposes of 

Future Homemakers of America, An understanding of the 

values members received from their FhA group may give in- 

sight as to bow these purposes are fulfilled in the loca]. 

chapters. 

It is believed by the author that this study of Ore- 

gen's Future Homemakers of America may help the state FHA 

adviser, the state advisory board, FHA advisers as well as 

FHA members in their efforts to strengthen the total state 

program. It will also help individuel chapters strengthen 

their efforts in working toward the eight purposes of FHA. 



The purpose of this study is to make an appraisal of 
Oregon's Future Homemakers of rnerioa organization based 

On the judents of members. This appraisal will attempt 

I. How representative of the Oregon association 
of the Future Homemakers of America are those 
members whose judnents are used in this 
study? 

2. What background experiences haie the 600 
respondents had: 

a. In homemaking classes. 
b In membership In FHA. 
o. In leadership positions in UL. 
d. In degrees earned in FHA. 
e. In attending district, state or 

flat ionel meetings. 

3e What judgments do the respondents reveal as 
related to: 

a. Personal development. 
b. Social development. 
o. Community participation. 
d. International understanding. 
e. Club activities. 
f. Homemakin participeton. 

4. How do the judents of the respondents show 
that the Oregon chapters of FHA are meeting 
the purposes of Future Homemakers of America? 

Summary 

are supported by local chapters. It is the strong local 



chapters which perpetuate the purposes of the national or- 

geni zat ion. 

The purpose of this study is to gain information based 

Thus, the eight purposes of the national organization 

were used as criteria to determine how nearly the values 

which FHA members recognized they received contributed to- 



CIIAPTER Ii 

THE HISTORY AND ORGANIZATION OF FUTURE 
HOMEMAKERS OF AMERICA ORGANIZATION 

America organization was en outgrowth of the interest ot 

home economics educators. In Individuel home economies 

clubs found in high schools throughout the United States, 

they saw the possibilities of strengthening the goals of 

home economics education. Because these leaders recog- 

nized. these home economics clubs as great potentials for 

strengthening education for home and family living, they 

determined to help to organize a strong national group. 

Homemakers and Betty Lamp clubs. Usually the state organ- 

supervisory staff of the state departments of education, 



clubs. VJorking mainly through the state home economics 

association, the organization of these clubs was a loose 
one, and the success largely depended upon the home eco- 

nonios teacher in each school and the person willing to 
act as state home economics club chaian. The value of 
unified effort in doing something to improve the club pro- 

gram was realized by the members of the American Home Eco- 

nonics Association. The first attempt at a national or- 
ganization of all home economics clubs was under their 
direction and study. 

A coittee representing the American Home Economics 

Association was appointed in l94 to study hïgh school 

clubs. Some of the representatives were of the belief 
that the club programs could be improved by uniting the 

efforts of all club members towards the same goal of in- 
proving home and fnily life. Invitations were extended 

to each state to attend the national meeting to consider 

the development of a united organization. Vines (le), in 

summarizing a report by the Interim Committee on High 

School Home Economics Clubs, June, 1944, stated that a 

group of home economics education workers from 29 states 
met in Chicago on March SOth at the invitation of the 

American Home Economics Association. The Interim Com- 

mittee again met preceding and during the American Home 

Economics Association convention. The Committee's report 
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stated that beceuse there had been such variety of high 

sohool home economics organizations during the pest, lt 

proposed a plan for unifying the home economlos clubs Into 

a national organization. (16, p.15) 

Plans were set up for the formation of this national 

organization under co-sponsorship of the erlcan Home 

Economics Association and Home Economics Education Divi- 

sion of the U.S. Office of Education. It was also deter- 

mined that the organization would grow through the efforts 

of the various home economics groups, 

It was the goal of the home economics leaders that 

this organization should be a youth group In which the 

young people should have a large share in the founding and 

organization. To accomplish these goals the United States 

was divided first Into regions and then into sub-regions. 

Then a group of students and their teacher-advisers were 

chosen by the schools in these sub-regions to represent 

their groups. These groups met in order to think through 

some of the purposes of this organization. 

The necessary steps for founding the organization 

were carried through by representatives of each sub- 

regional group. These representatives were nominated at 

the sub-regional meetings as candidates for national 

offices. These candidates met for a week planning how to 

organize. s the basis of the work for the week, these 



national represent8tives used. the recoxnmendations made by 

the sub-regional meet1ns. Plans tor organizational pro- 

cedure 8nd a provisional constitution were set up at this 
meetings The creed, name and purposes were of the giz"Is' 

own ohoosin Thus, Future Homemakers ot Ñuerioa came in- 

to be1ng June, 1945, is celebrated as the date of the 

fountttng, (4, p.2) 

Because this was to be strictly a pupil organization, 

the place of the adults was to guide and advise and to do 

only those things which were beyond what high school young 

people could end should do The accomplishments during 

the first year on the national level were overwhelming. 

Frost, the first national adviser, listed the following as 

tangible evidences: 

1. An independent organization was set up 
with office space end equipment with a 
headquarters staff. 

2. Â well-established system of working 
units at the national, regional, state 
and local levels had been developed, 

. The Official Guide was published. 

4. Teen Times, national magazine, was dis- 
tributed three times during the year. 

5. FhA was an incorporated organization 
which had the power to grant state 
charters. Fifteen clubs qualified the 
first year. 

6. The emblem as a trade mark was available 
in pins, 



7. The first national meeting was planned and. 

financed a well as 12 regional meetings. 
(1, p.15?) 

Frost (2), in 1946, related the tangible evidences of 

ntional convention: 

1. Girls carried on business meetings with a 
knowledge of parlismentsry procedure that 
would shame adults. 

2. Plans were made for community projects. 

3. The members discussed freely, wltb no in- 
hibitions, about the problems confronting 
young people today, and the adults pres- 
eut were amazed with their mature sugge- 
tions for solving the problems. (2, p.392) 

Future Homemakers of America had repaid the loan of ?,2OO 

to the American Home Economics Association for the cost of 

the first national convention. Membership bad grown from 

92,516 in 1945, to 235,000 members in 1948. 

to individual members, the school, community and the home- 

making program, An a14 to the understanding of the fune- 

tion of Future Homemakers cit àmeriea in the homemaking 

program is found in certain statements in the introduction 

of the Official Guide: 

The Future Homemakers of America is the 
national organization of pupils studying 
homemaking in junior and senior high schools 
or the United E.tetes and Territories. As an 
integral part of the program of home econom- 
les in the schools of America it offers 
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opportunity for the further development 
oD pupil initiative in planning and carry- 
lug out activities related to homemaking. 

The Future Homemakers o' America brings 
together state groups interested in and 
working toward better home and family liv- 
ing provides opportunities to share in 
solving problems important to home life, 
and sponsors group projects, local, state 
and national In scope; it incre&ses oppor- 
tunities for the development of leadership 
and intelligent participation so much 
needed in a democratic society. 
Itcame Into being through the cooperative 
efforts of youth enrolled In homaking in 
secondary sohools in building a national 
organization of their own in which they may 
develop social qualities and promote better 
home life for its members and their families, 
(4, p.1) 

9ßanization 

The Future Homemakers of America is composed of oliar- 

tarad state associations, At the present time (193), 4? 

states and two territories compose the national organiza- 

tion, The state associations are made up of chapters in 

junior and senior high sohools offering homemaking. The 

chapter is the functioning unit of each school and is usu- 

ally designated by the name of the school. The girls early 

decided to use the terni "ohapter rather than "club" for 

the local organization. (6, p.12) 



Membersiip in FIlA Is wholly voluntary. Any pupil, 

Oftieers end Advisers 

There are three levels In the orgenization of Future 

Homemakers of America: local chapters, the state organi- 

zations, end the national organization. Officers for all 

three are elected annually. Usually there are nine orti- 

cere In both the state and national units but the number 
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0f' chapter offIcers vr1es with the need oÍ the group. 

National officers usually meet prior to a national 

meeting on the alternate yeers when there is such a meet- 

1ng or upon call. The stete ofrioers meet for two days 

prior to the state meeting and for one week in August to 

plan the state program of work 

The executive council at each level is composed of 

the adolescent officers and adult advisers. At the local 

level, there is an executive council made up of the local 

officers and homemaking teacher who servos as adviser. 

Stete advisers ere selected by the state supervisor of 

homemaking education, in cooperation with the state advi- 

sory board or committee. At the national level there is 

an exeoutive council made up of national officers of the 

Future Homemakers of .trnerioa, the national adviser, and 

four chapter advisers who serve without vote. The nation- 

al adviser is appointed by the national advisory bosrd. 

(4, p.4) 

Program of Work 
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chapters for itta1n1n the etht stated purposes. In- 

eluded in the national px'ogi'xn of work are suggestions tor 

projects which state sssooltt1ons or IndivIdual affiliated 

chapters might carry out. One project suggested by the 

national offloers as that of adopting a horneuaking olses 

in another cowitry, especia1ì emphas1zin the importance 

of having 'pen pals." 

In turn eaob state association deve1ops a program of 

work including suggestions from the national program of 

work and national projeots. 

Local chapters then follow the national and state 

progrems of work in so far as they fit the local need8. A 

good program of work at the local 1eel is based on the 

purposes of the organization, needs of the group, and 

goals of the homemaking program. (3, p.20) 

I*t*4I*IT] 

NatIonal dues et the time of this study (1951-1952) 

were ten cents per member, with the exception of chapters 

with less than 20 members; then a fixed sum of two dollars 

was requested. The funds are used to pay salaries of 

headquarters statt en to defray expenses of printing the 

FE national magazine and other items in carrying on the 

national organization 

State dues vary. The income helps to defray such 
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degree and suggestions for making the degrees an integral 

part of the FHA program can be secured from the national 

office or through the state adviser. 

The three degrees are: (1) Junior Homernaker (2) 

Chapter Eomemeker, and (3) State }Iouemaker, and they ere 

denoted by a key, a scroll, and a torch, respectively, 

which members receive in recognition of their achievement. 

(4, p.?) 

Development of the Oregon's Association 

The grotb and. development of Oregon's state associa- 

tiori as revealed in the Notes on the History of the Oregon 

Association of Future Homemakers of Lmerica (9) show that 

the first unofficial state meeting as held on April 14, 

1945, at Oregon City. On the agenda were two important 

issues to be discussed: "How can we strengthen our st8.te 

organizationVT and "What shall be our program of work for 

the next year During the first year, there were 48 Ore- 

gon chapters with 2,045 mexubers in June, 1945, the first 

state adviser, Miss Evelyn Swain, and the state president, 

Miss Irene Trout, Oregon City, attended a joint meeting of 

the National Executive Council and National Advisory 3oard 

in Chicago. Miss Trout was elected to the office of 

national treasurer. 

The charter for the Oregon association was reøetved 
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Homemakers of Muerica in Oregon were the six district 

meetings held through the tall months of 1948 and 1949. 

The fourth state meeting held again at Oregon State Col- 

lege was even larger than previous meetings. The district 



meetings have continued to be held each year. Â Pacif lo 

reglonti. meeting was cttended by 19 Oregon ohapter members 

and theIr state a .. dvlser duriu the spring term. So suc- 

oesstul was the state executive retreat held at the Lake 

of the Woods the previous yeer that the executive oouncll 

for 1949-50 niet again at Camp Westwind to work on the 

stete program of work, budgets, projects, end pertinent 

matters of business. Lleven Oregon girls and two chapter 

advisers attended the FHA Western Leadership Training Con- 

ference at Estes Park, Colorado, 3une 18-22, in 1951. 

Those attending were either state officers or district 

chairmen. 

According to the Oregon Association Future Homemakers 

of America handbook (10) there were 84 chapters in 1950-51 

with 3,502 members. Patterned after the national ergsni- 

zation, each stete is divided into districts. The number 

of districts a state may have depends upon the size of the 

state end number of chapters. The Oregon Association of 

FHA is divided into seven distriots. Geographically 

speaking, the state was divided into thirds. The western 

part contains four districts; the central third, two dis- 

triets; and the eastern part of the state contains only 

one district. (10, p.15) 



Betoro the actual organization ot the Future Homemak- 

ers of Anierie lnvestlgators were interested in the de- 

velopnient of homemaking clubs, and the educational values 

club members received. The earliest study completed by 

Hur1 (e,) was that of evaluat1n the eotivjtles of 92 home 

economics clubs throughout the United States. Hurt 

attempted to evaluate club aotvities in terras of the edu 

catlonal values received by those who participated. She 

set up five general alms of education and used those alms 

in evaluating the information received from the question- 

naire. 
Hurt's findings were: 

1. The home economics clubs in this study 
were attracting relatively few of the 
girls in the higli schools, and very few 
of the boys. 

2. Soute opportunities were being offered 
by activities of the home economics clubs 
for the development of democratic ideals 
and practices in their members. 

3. OpportunIties for the development of the 
individual ersoua1itios through the 
activitIes of the clubs studied were 
limited. 

4. Varied opportunities were being offered 
by the activities of many of the clubs 
for the development in the members of 
greater breadth end depth of Interests. 

5. Many club activities Included experiences 
which seem to contribute to the improve- 
ment of home life of the members. 



6. Preotically t11 the home economics 
clubs were otterin opportunities for 
the development within 1ndiv1du1s of 
an increased interest in and a willing- 
ness to partioipte in social-civic lite 
of school and community. (7, p.79) 

Although Future Homemakers of America was not nation- 

ally organized untIl 1945, there were many state organiza- 

tions of Future Homemakers. For exemple, Okishoms, Texas 

Hawaii and Colorado had active state Future Homemakers 

organizations prior to 1945. In 1940, Graves (5), using 

Hurt's disgnostic cheek list, made a study et 80 chapters 

or the Future Homemakers in Texas. In her conolusions 

Graves stated that it intelligently guided, the Future 

Homemaker activities will offer opportunities for the de- 

velopment of demooretic ideals and practices. In inter- 
viewing 28 mothers, Graves concluded that some personal 

development resulted from participation in the club, and 

that clubs served as a stimulation for class work as well 

as for effective *carry_over activities" into the home. 

Graves believed that opportunities were provided in club 

activities for experiences that seemed to encourage club 

members to improve community, home and family. 

Pobiman (14), in 194?, studied 114 homemaking clubs 

to determine what practices successful homemaking clubs 

have in common and to determine what practices members 

and advisers of these clubs consider important to their 



success. She found that practices tinortant to suooesstul 

clubs were: 

1. Artillation with national and st&te 
associations o the Future Homemakers 
of America. 

2. Regular meetings with business-like 
procedures. 

3. Nearly 50 per cent of the clubs felt 
that an appointed standing committee 
which functioned during the entire year 
influential to success. 

4. Sending delegates to state and distriot 
meetings. 

5. Working for degrees of achievement. 

6. Providing programs and activities built 
around home activities, and based on 
development of leadership. 

9. 3olnt meetings with homemaking clubs 
from other schools. (14, p.65) 

Pohian reported further that activities such as 

writing for school er local newspapers, group singing at 

meetings, and musical numbers by members of the club were 

also important to the success or the clubs. Some members 

of clúba also believed that the paying of dues and keeping 

an attendance record contributed to the success of the 

club. 

Parr (12), in 1946, studied the problem of the value 

of extra-class experiences In homemaking educatIon. She 

obtained the opinions of the girls, their mothers, and 

their teachers. when the judgments of the three groups 



were merged, future Homemakers orgentzatlon ranked eeoond 

in mportauce In value. Home projects rauksô tirst in 1m- 

portance and wholesome entertt1nment tor young people 

ranked third. More ot the girls who took part In the Fu- 

tuve homemakers or America ectiTitles thought this aOtii- 

ity beneficial thu did girls who took part in other 

eotivltle8. 

Ptefter (13) reported in 1951 a letter that was corn- 

piled by a group ot stud.ents who participated in a îuture 

Homemaker workshop at Fort Collins, Colorado, in 1949. 

These Future Homemakers of America pointed out: 

PH. is valu8ble because each member is 
gi'en opportunity to contin- 
uous growth, 

FHA is one of the best ways to develop an 
enthusiasm In girls for the job of home- 
making. 

FHA. provides an opportunity to learn by 
cooperation with others. 

FRA provides an opportunity for members to 
assume responsibility. 

FilA works for better and happier homes for 
everyone now and in the future. This is 

the most important thing youth can do for 
a democracy. 

FHA helps to broaden cultural interests. 

FHP provides an opportunity for many racial 
and religious groups to cooperate. 

FHA provides real life situations for apply- 
ing learning processes in homemaking. 
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FHA 1$ the only organization which helps 
members to see themselves as a part of a 
family group. 

FHA money-making ahould be planned as a 
learning experience. 

yak j one of the most wholesome means for 
boy-girl relationships. 
FHA chapters shou)4 be geared to the local- 
Ity and the community. 

Fut programs should be carried on by the 
members, with advisers acting as guides. 

FHA will promote better homes, better oornmuni- ties, a better nation 'ind a better world. 
(13, p.24) 

Pfeffer further stated that 'uture Homemakers of 

America is a means ot raising the prestige of homemaking 

as a career and for recruiting girls for the study of borne 

economies in college. 

lielping all individuals to be active and meeting in- 
dividual needs were problems that the majority of advisers 
"usually' or "sometImes" checked on Nelson's questionnaire. 

(8) Two problems that were "usually or "always" trouble- 
some for 30 per cent of the advisers were helping chapter 
members accept responsibility with a minimum of sdult su- 

porvision, and helping the girls to see how degrees of 

achievement can be a part of the total homemaking program. 

The purpose of Vinest (15) study was to determine to 

wh8t extent the local chapters of the Montana Assoolation 
of Future Homemakers of Amertee. fulfilled the purposes of 
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the national oraniztion. Data were secured by sending a 

cheek list containing 72 actIvities to all 70 FHA chapters 

in Montana. The advisers were asked to Indicate the tre- 

quenoy ot the activities and their opinion as to the value 

of the activities carried out by their chapters duiing 

1948 and 1949. 

A second check list containing the 72 activities and 



25 

The author found that other studies related to the 

one she was writing revealed that FH was providing oppor- 

tunitles for members tQ develop xeter breadth and depth 

of interests, to develop democratic ideals and practices, 

and to develop personally. Other studies showed that FHA 

gave opportunities for improving the community, home and 

family through cooperation with others, and the broadening 

of cultural interests. 

Summary 

Not yet ten years old, the national organization of 

Future Homemakers of America has tripled its membership 

since its founding date in 1945. Investigators have found 

that before homemaking clubs were unified that the activi- 
ties of such clubs throughout the United States were bene- 

ficial. Many club activities included experiences which 

seem to contribute to the improvement of home and family 

life, Since unification, greater opportunities were pro- 

vided members through degrees of achievement, attending 

state and national meetings providing programs and activi- 

ties built around home activities, which were based on 

development of leadership. One investigator believed that 

FHA was e means of raising the prestige of homemaking as a 

career. 



within two years after the national organization was es- 

tablisheci., the Oreori association increased from 46 chap- 

ters to 70 chapters, and in 1952 had a total of 84 chap- 

torse 
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CHAPTER III 

Ì1ETHODS OF PROCEDURE 

A study oe the Future Homemekers of Amerloa progrern 

In the state of Oregon was made by the questionnaire moth- 

od in order to obtain information as to the values the 

members believed they reoeived and to the effectiveness ot 

the local chapters in carrying out the eight national pur- 

poses. 

Preliminary Questionnaire 

In order to tind values which expressed what the 

members themselves believed they received from the Future 

Homemakers of J4rnerioa program, the author sent a prelimi- 

nary questionnaire to two local high schools within close 

proximity to Oregon State College. The members in these 

two local organizations were asked to answer freely (1) 

How hes FHA helped you'; (2) How could FHA help you more? 

(ippendix B) 

Background information as to (1) number of years ot 

membership in FHA, (2) grade In school, (3) chapter, 

state, or national offices held end (4) degrees earned was 

included at the top of the page. 

From these two local chapters a total of 58 free ex- 

pression questionnaires were returned. For the most part, 



the members who responded were not very verbal, but nierely 

listed in numerical order those ect1itie8 which were most 

interesting, Bnd benefits they believed they reoeived. 

Those who responded were reluctant to give concrete sug- 

gestions as to how their FUL could help them more, or were 

unable to comprehend the many possibilities offered by the 

PUA organization. For the most pert, answers to the ape- 

cirio questions were net given, 

Development ot Final uestionnaire 

As a tiret stop, the free expression answers to the 

Dirst questionnaire were analyzed with the object or de- 

veloping a list of the benotits which the 68 members re- 

porting believed they had derived from their PUA partiel- 

pation. Since each girl may ettaoh varying importance to 

these benefits, the writer bas used the term "valuet as 

an expression for esab benefit to be listed in the final 

questionnaire. In its simplest definition, the word value 

means anything worth rking for, anything held dear to be 

retaine« in an individual's lite. Throughout this study 

the term "values8 will refer to the statements of the 

benefits appearing in the final questionnaire. 

As tar as possible, the words used by the 88 members 

to express these values were incorporated in the final 

questionnaire. For exemple: 



FHA has helped me to realize that a 
home 18 mere than a place with children 
and three meals a dar. 

Her statement appeared on the tlnal que8tionnaire as: 

My FIXA gires me a clearer understanding 
ot the responsibilities of a homemaker. 

Sometimes it was possible to use the words that FHA 

members bad stated in the preliminary questionnaire, 
Items 7 and 13 of the questionnaire are such exemples: 

'7, Helps me develop self-confidence. 
13. Helps me develop poise. 

A girl in grade twelTe, who had tour years of experi- 
ence in FHA, and had served as chepter officer wrote: 

FHA he.s helped me to develop seit- 
confidence end to feel more poised end 
assured in front of a group of people. 

Thus handling the 58 preliminary questionnaires in 
the above manner, 72 statenien'ts of benofits received from 

FIlA were listed separately on 3 z oard.s, using the word- 

Ing of those who replied. These statements were edited 
and revised or discarded by a jury of five which i.nolud.ed. 

members of the Oregon State College Home Economica Meca- 
tion staff, interested homemaking teachers, end one 

English teacher. The jurors selected 50 of the 72 state- 
ments of benefits ea those around which the orgenization 
has been built. 



Organization of the Spiral guestionnaire 

The final stase of preparation for the questionnaire 

was that of categorizing the O itemized values into six 

o a tegor tes: 

1. Personal development 
2. Social development. 
3. Community participation. 
4, International understanding. 
5. Club activities. 
8. Homemaking participation. 

The purpose of the six categories was for ease in 

discussing the 50 items as they pertained to the eight 

national purposes of the Future Homemakers of .Anertoa 

organization. It was believed that if values tailing into 

one grouping were listed consecutively, eaoh value might 

not be given individual con8ideration by the contributors. 

Therefore, the 50 values under the six groupings were dis- 

tributed throughout the questionnaire in e rotational man- 

ner so that en item had. been drawn train each of the six 

categories before drawing a further item from that group- 

ing. 

Since the six groups id not bave the same number of 

items, the rotation was not the sanie throughout the ques- 

tionnaire. There were 11 items 1n each of the personal 

development and social development groups. Eight items 

were related to the community participation. Only tour 

items bad to do with the international understanding. 
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Then, there were elht items in the club aotivities group 

¿s well as homeniìking pertlolpation group. 

Thus, the body of the que8tlonnalre consisted of a 

check list ot 50 items by which each member answering the 

questionnaire could evaluate her own FHJ chapter, by check- 

Ing either "yes" or "no. ' A "yes" answer was teken to 

mean that the member had. benetited in this partloulsr re- 
spect through membership in her local chapter and, there- 

fore, indioated. that to this member one or several of the 

FHA purposes were being fulfilled. 

Background Information Questions 

The bìokground infoi,iuìt1on questions mere revised 

somewhat from those of the preliminary questionnaire. In- 

formation about the years in homemaking, years of mber- 

ship in FHA, degrees of achievement earned, offices held 

and opportunity as a delegate were arranged at the top of 

the questlonnnire so that the chapter member could answer 

each question by circling the nurn.ber or name that per- 

tamed to her experienoe 

The questionnaire was checked by three members of the 

Oregon State College Home Economics Education staff and 

the state FHA adviser. On the basis of the appraisal end 

criticism of these people, the final questionnaire (Appen- 

dix B) was approved for this study. 



Source of Data 

The data used in this study were gathered from the 

return of 600 cuestionnaires from selected groups of FHA 

chapter members throughout the state of Oregon. 

Since the plan for the study was to obtain opinions 

from individuel FHA members, it was necessary to form some 

basis for selecting representative FHA groups. A report 

received from the state FHA adviser contained the chapters 

listed alphabetically by districts. A sampling of the 84 

Oregon chapters was made by selecting every alternate 

chapter from the lIsting. Thirteen chapters were added or 

substituted by the stste adviser, msicing a total of 47 

chapters selected and asked to participate in this study. 

Procedure for Distributing QuestIonnaires 

A letter explaining the purpose of the study request- 

Ing cooperation was sent with a post card which provided 

space for recording the number of questionnaires needed by 

the participating chapter. The letter end card were sent 

through the state adviser' s office to the selected 4? 

chapters. The chapters chosen represented the seven geo- 

graphical districts of the Oregon association: Oentral, 

Eastern, North Western, North Willamette, South Coast, 

Southern, and South illamette. (Appendix A, Table À) 
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Number of questionnaires 
Í)istributed and Returned 

of the 4? chapters, 36 ohepters requested question- 

naires ten Clapters did not reply to the request letter, 

and one chapter deelined perticipation. However, of the 

36 chapters willIng to 000perate in this study, only 22 

chapters returned their quest lonnaire before the deadline 

set by the investIgator. 

The 3& chapters agreeing to participate requested a 

total of 1,484 questionnaires. This number was distrib- 

uted to the 36 chapters. flowever, 14 of the 38 chapters 

did not return the questionnaixs, or returned the q.ues- 

tionnaires aíter the deadline set by the investigator. 

Thus, 22 chapters ultImately participated in this study. 

To these 22 chapters the author distributed 971 question- 

naires and. received 653, a return of 68 per cent for these 

22 chapters. (Appendix L, Table B) 

or the total 63 questionnaires completed and re- 

turned, 53 questionnaires were discarded because ot incom- 

plete information. Therefore, the data included in this 

study were made rrom the Information furnished by the 600 

questionnaires. 

The data reported have certain limitations since only 

about 20 per cent of the total membership (3,502) in the 

Oregon association were represented. Twenty-eight per 
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cent of the total number ot chapters (84 chapters) were 

represeîted. Another limitation lies in the fact that the 

questlonnBire does not take Into oons1derat1n that some 

of the items mey not beve been either pos1t1e or negative 
all the time. For example, many respondents believed the 

need. of a "somettines" when caked if their FH Chepter had 

Interesting meetings. 

Through en analysis of subjective values received by 

the 600 respondents, this study attempts to deteinIne if 
the local chapters in Oregon are serving Its members by 

fulfilling the purposes of the national organization. It 
is hoped that this evaluation will help the state adviser 
to strengthen the Oregon Association of Future Homemakers 

of America. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESPONDENTS TO (UESTIONNAIRES 

In 1950-51, there were 84 chapters affilIated with 

the Oregon Association of Future Homemalcers of ianerica. 

Of, these 84 chapters, 22 chapters participated. in this 
study. These 22 chapters are locsted in seven districts 
in Oregon. In order to show on what representation 

the findings are bssed, it is first necessary to show what 

districts In the Oreon association are represented, the 

number of Individual chapters reprosontin the districts, 
and what type of FHA member answered the questionnaire. 

Response from the Seven Districts 

Requests for participation in this study were sent to 

a total of 49 of the 84 chapters which make up Oregon's 

Future Homemakers &ssociation. 

Of the 4? chapters contacted to represent the seven 

districts of the state association, only 22 took part in 

the study. Those chapters represent 28 per cent of the 

total number of chapters in the state association. 

Twenty-five chapters did not participate for the following 

reasons: one declined participation, ten chapters failed 

to return the post card statIng intention to participate 

and the remainIng 14 chapters which received questionnaires 
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did not return them or returned them ter the deadline 

set by the Investigator. 

Response k000rding to Districts 

Chart I shows the districts in the Oregon Association 

of Future Homemakers or Americe, the total number of chap- 

ters in Oregon, the chapters whIch made up the original 
sample and the chapters which actually participated in 

this study. Table A in Appendix A also shows this repre- 

sentation. 
As shown by ()hart I, the Central district had only 

one Chapter represented from the tour chapters which were 

asked to participate. The Eastern district had two chap- 

ters represented rroin the seven asked to contribute. Five 

chapters in the Northwestern district sent returns whereas 

nino had been asked to participate. North Willamette dis- 

triot from which ten chapters were asked to participate 
was represented by three chapters. All of the South Coast 

chapters asked to participate did so. South Willamette 

district In which nine chapters were asked to participate 

was represented by tour chapters. Southern district was 

represented by four of the five chapters asked to contrib- 

ute to this study. Follow-up letters railed to get a re- 

sponse from districts with low representation. 



Chart I 

Districts in Oregon A.ssociation of Future Homemakers 
of America Showing Total Number of Chapters, Chapters 
Sampled, and Chapters Participating. 

j\ orth - 
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D = Number of chapters in district 

o = Number of chapters requested to 
participate 

o = Number of chapters which participated 
in the study 
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The everage per cent or returns by each 18triCt 

ba8ed upon the number of questionnaires requested we as 

follows; Central, 28 per cent; Northwestern, 44 per cent; 

North Willmxette, 2? per cent; South Goast, 48 per cent; 

South Willamette, 53 per cent; and Southern, 69 per cent. 

The tota3. number of questionnaires returned represents 

approximately 20 per cent of the tot1 membership (3,602) 

in the stete of Oregon. 

Since all districts in this study did. not baYe equal 

representation, it osnnot be assumed that the tindins of 

this study are representative of th5 total groups of 

Future Homemakers of America in Oregon. 

RpQnse According toChapters 

Of the total 9?1 questionnaires requested by the 22 

chapters, 663 (86 per cent) were received. Fifty-three of 

them were discarded because complete information was not 

given. (Table E, Appendix A) The 22 chapters varied in 

membership. The largest chapter represented 105 question- 

naires and the smallest requested 12 questionnaires. 

There was a wide variation in the per cent of returns 

from individual chapters. Of the 22 chapters particIpat- 

ing, only two chapters returned less than 50 per cent of 

the requested questionnaires, 12 chapters bad. a return 

between 50 to 60 per cent and eight chapters had a return 
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of 75 per cent or more of the questionnaires requested. 

(Table B, kppendix A) 

Background Info rmat ion of Respondents 

The questionncire which was used as a basis for gath- 

ering data for this study is found in the appendix. It 
contained s check list which provided the investigator in- 

formation about the members' experience in homeniaking 

classes and paxticipation in FHA chapters. 

Homemaking Classes ComT1eted 

In many high schools throughout Oregon, homemaking is 
an elective and thus it becomes e challenge to the borne- 

making teacher to meet the needs of the individuals in 

order to have a continuously stimulating homemaking pro- 

gram. The FHA when integrated into the homemaking olas- 
room program often acts es a stimulus and the interaction 

of the one upon the other promotes both the homemaking 

classes and the FHA organization. The requirement of zaem- 

bership in FHA stipulates at least one semester of enroll- 

ment in a homemaking class in junior or senior high 

school. To continue membership in FHA it is not necessary 

to øontinue enrollment in the homemaking classes. 

Table I shows the distribution of the 600 members' 

years of experience in homemaking classes. 
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Each participent was asked to circle the number of the 

homemaking classes completed &nd the homemakln classes In 

whIch she was enrolled et the time she answered the ques- 

tlonnaire. In Oregon, Homemsklng I, II, Iii and IV are 

classes taught in fresbman, sophomore, junior end senior 

years of high school. Table i Indicates the per Cent of 

members that completed each ye*r of homemaking. None of 

the 600 re8pondente had taken homemaking in the seventh 

grade only. 

Table i 

kInClassee Completed by 600 Respondents 

Homemaking 
Glasses Number Per Cent 

8 grade only 25 5 

I 211 35 

II 228 38 

III 92 16 

Iv 39 6 

None 5 i 

TOTAL 600 100 

Table i shows that 73 per cent of the girls who par- 

tlolpeted in this study were taking or had had Homemaking 

I and II. Only 25 members (5 per cent) had taken homemak- 

Ing In the eighth grade. Ninety-two or 15 per cent had 

completed or were now taking Homemaking III, whereas only 



39 or six per cent ot the 600 respondents were in Homeak 

Ing IV e1esses For sorne reason, five or the members who 

participated In this study stated that they hed had no 

homemaking 01888 experience but were members Of FHA1 It 
is evident that about three-fourths of this group of FHA 

girls would have not more than two years of experience in 
homemaking ølasses 

Tears of Membership in FHA. 

The requireaent for membership in FHA is to be taking 

or to bave completed one semester in homemaking in a junior 

or senior high school. Table 2 sliow8 the distribution of 

the respondents' membership in the Future Homemakers of 

Manca organization. 

Table 2 

Respondents' Years ofMombers in FHA 

Tears of 
Membership Number PerCent 
Less than i 240 40 

1 102 1? 

E 112 19 

3 99 16 

4 47 

TOTAL 600 100 
-- _-* - 
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study, 40 per cent hd been xiernbers in FHA less th&n one 

year. Except tar a difference ot ten members from one 

year of membership (102 members) in 'HA. and. that of two 

years (112 members), pprox1meta1y 18 per cent of the per- 

tiolpants were In ThA either one or two yêrs. Of the 

ota1 group, 99 (1 per cent) had been In FH three years, 

an 4? or eight per cent had been members in FiÄ tour 

years. This table shows that a very small per cent ot 

upperciass girls who have been members in the FHA chapters 

their entire time in high school are represented. in this 

study. 

LooaL Stte and National OfTicers 

To be elected a national otfioer is the highest honor 

which can be conferred upon an FHA member. Under the na- 

tional constitution, Oregon being in the Pacific Region 

may be entitled to a national office once In every three 

or tour years es its turn in rotation ot ottioers oecur. 

Since there are nine state oftloes available annually 

against one national office each three or tour years, the 

opportunity tor election to a state office is considerably 

greater. The nuibor of local orficers each chapter elects 

vrries with the needs of the tndividual organization. 



Table 3 shows the number ot parttcipants who have bad 

varying years of membership in FHA and, who bave been atti- 

cers In the organization. 



they bEd been. members of FifA three or four years. This 

table shows that the smallest group who bare bel4 ottices 

Come trom members with tour years of membership in HA 

Apparently the 8 per cent of the respondents to this 

questionnaire who nere girls who bad held offices in FHA 

bad had three years or less experience in the organiza- 

tion, 

earne 

Degrees are awarded FHA members for special achieve- 

ment. At the present time there are three degrees which 

Table 4 lists the number of degrees of achievement 

held by members who answered the questionnaire. It also 

shows the years of membership these Future HomemeIers bave 

bad. 

portanoe of the degree program in the Fute Homemakers of 

America. in some chapters, deees of achievement may be 

emphasized much more than in others. It is not surpris- 

ing, theretore that 519 members (86 per cent) of the 

girls reporting gave no indication that they had worked on 

any degree. Seventy-nine members (13 per cent) of the 600 

FHA menbers carried their Junior Homemaker degrees. 



Thirty-six nenbers (6 per cent) received the degree of 

Chapter Homemaker, whereas only three members (approx- 

imately one per cent) of the 600 members had been awarded 

State Homemaker degree. 

Table 4 

esøondents Yho 1arned Degrees in FHA 

Degree s 
Years of runior Chapter State None 
Membership Total No. % No. % No. Iou % 

Less than 1 240 1 1 -- -- -- -- 239 46 

1 102 1 1 -- -- -- -- 101 20 

2 112 2 32 2 5 -- -- 6? 17 

3 9? 33 42 23 64 -- -- 64 12 

4 4? 19 24 11 31 3 100 28 5 

TOTAL 598* 79 100 36 100 3 100 519 100 

*Tbe degree program requires that a member earn degrees 
in sequence. Two members reported. that they earned only 
the chapter hoaeniaker degree, however. 

.. 

......- - .. .. ... ............... 
.. 

Table 4 shows that of 4? respondents who had been 

members of FIlA four years, 28 had never worked for a de- 

groe. Nineteen had earned a junior homemaker degree. To 

earn a chapter degree one must already have a junior do- 

gree; therefore, 11 of the 19 bad earned not only a junior 

homemaker degree but a chapter degree. iurtbermore, the 

three who had earned the State Homemaker deree had also 

earned a Chapter Homemaker degree and a Junior Homemaker 



decree. 

In twn, Table 4 a10 sbow8 that of the 97 FHA who 

bad thxeo years' membership, 64 had ueer etrned a degree. 

ot the tot1 33 who held Junior Homemakers degrees, 2 

were also holders of Chapter Homemakers degrees. Of those 

having two yesrs membership in FIlA, 8? of 112 hold no de- 

grees, Of the 28 who hold Junior Homemaker degrees, two 

also bave Chapter degrees. 

Table 4 shows that onlr two members with one year or 

less membership in FH earned runior Homemaker degrees of 

aobievernent. Twenty-five members (32 por cent) with two 

years of eAperience in FHA, and 33 members (42 per cent) 

with three years in FHÁ and 19 members (24 per cent) with 

tour years of experience in FHA comprised the 79 members 

who reported they had. earned Junior Homemaker degrees 

0f the 36 Chapter Homemaker degrees awarded, two mein- 

bers (5 per cent) had two years of experience in FHA, 23 

members (84 per cent) bad three years experience, and. li 
members (31 per cent) bad tour years membership in an FHA 

chapter. 

The State Hoenemakers degrees of achievement were 

awarded to three members who had four years of membership 

in the same FHA chapter. 

In Table 4 it is revealed that with increased years 

of menibership the oportion of members who bave earned 
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degrees of achievement show a consistent increase. 

Deleates to District, State! or National Meetings 

Both district end stete meetings are held annually. 

In the seven district meetings which are usually in the 

late tall, there is no limitetlon as to number of dele- 

gates attending. It is an advantage to the local chapter 

to encourage all Interested members to participate in dis- 

trict meetings. Surprisingly, only 144 niembers (24 per 

cent) of the 600 girls who answered the questionnaire bad 

attended such meetings. 

Attendance at the state convention is limited to two 



Park, Colorado. This meetin again took the place of a 

national convention. Of the 600 FHA members who answered 

the questionnaire, only five girls, less than one per 

cent, have had an opportunity to attend any type of re- 

gional or national meeting. 

Table 6 shows the number of members who attended dis- 

triot, state end national meetings in relation to the 

years of mnbersbip in their FHA chapter. 

Respondents Who Were Delgate to 

District. Stite and National Meetings of FHA 

Meetings 
Years of District State National None 
Membership Total No. % No. % No. % No. 

Less than i 240 24 17 -- -- -- -- 218 49 

i 102 23 16 1 1 -- -- 79 18 

2 112 38 25 8 25 -- -- 72 17 

3 99 39 2? 12 35 l 20 8? 12 

4 4'? 22 15 15 41 4 80 21 4 

TOTAL 600 144 lOO 36 100 5 100 445 lOO 

Of the 144 members in this study who stated they 

attended district meetings, 24 (1? per cent) were in FHA 

less than one year, 23 members (16 per cent) were in FHA 

one year, 36 members (25 per cent) wore u FHA two years, 

whereas 39 members (2? per cent) belonged for three years, 



or rnembershit eire those who attend more district, 8tete 01' 

national meetings them any others. The implication may be 

thit rull benefit troni returning deleg8tes may be lost 

through rduet1ng seniors. Espeelally does this seem 

true In the oese of the tour girls who attended a n8tional 

rieeting. In all probability, since they had attended FHI 

four years, they were seniors and would not be able to 

work in FEL for another year. 



Typical FHA Menaber Who Axiswereduestionnaire 

When the data conoernin the FHA members were ana- 

lyzed according to years ot naetnbership in FHA, and. to the 

members' experience in homemaking classes end participa- 
tion in FHA chapters, a typical FHA member wh answered 

the questionnaire would be one that: 
1. Had bad or was taking Homemaking I or II. 
2. Had been in the FHA organization two years 

or less. 
3. Held no office in FHA. 

4. If she held an office she would have three 
years or less membership in FHA. 

5. Had not worked on a degree of aobieement. 
6. If she earned e degree of achievement 

would be in FHA two or more years. 
7. Attended no district, state or national 

meeting. 

8. If she bad attended she would haTe had 
three or more years in FHA. 

Of significance is the fact that of the 22 chapters 
responding the majority of girls in each chapter were 

freshmen or sophomores with one or two years of homemaking 

experience and that they held local chapter offices, but 

had not earned degrees of aohievnent, or attended dis- 
triot, state, or national meetings. It can be assumed, 

therefore, that local chapter officers are not selected 
primarily on the basis of years of experience In the 



orgenizatlon4 
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Sometimes sponsors of FHA assume that girls who hd 
hd the greatest number of yeers In homemaking classes as 
well 88 the longest membership in FHA are the a1n souroe 

of leedershio In their chapters. Actually, this should be 

true. To determine whether or not lt is true tor the 600 

FHA members who participated in this study, the question- 

naires were sorted according to the number of years the 

respondents had had in homemaking classes. Since contin- 

ued enrollment Is not compulsory for continued membership 

In FHA, Table 6 was compiled to determine the relationship 

between the number of years of membership In FHA and the 

number of classes In homemaking the 600 respondents had. 



Tb1e 6 

600 Respondents Membershi 
on to Homern&k1n C1sses 

Classes Less Years in FHA 
in thani i 2 3 4 

Homemaking Total No . % No. % No. fio. % No . 

e 2 10 4 1 17 8 4 4 36 
I 211 11? 49 5? 6 25 22 4 4 8 1? 

II 228 103 43 27 26 6 56 3). 31 5 U 
XII 92 5 2 8 8 14 12 48 49 17 56 

Iv 39 2 1 8 8 4 4i1I115O 
None 5 3 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 - - - - - - - - - 

TOTAL 800 240 100 102 100 112 100 9 100 4? 100 

Table 6 shows that or the 2 members who had only 8th 

grade homemaking, ten members were in FIlA less than one 

year, one member was in FHA one year, seven moxibers were 

in FH. two years, tour members were in FHA three years, 

and three members of the 25 who bad bad only eighth grade 

homemaking had been members or ?1Là four years. 

or the 600 responding, 211 members had had Homemaking 

I only. OO hundred seventeen of these bad been in FIlA 
less than one year, 5? members of the 211 bad been members 

in FHA one year. TweAty-f ive of the 211 were in FHA two 

years, four of the 211 were in FHA three years an eight 

members of the Homemaking i group were in FHA tour years. 



The largest percentage or girls, 228 members, were 

taking or had taken Homemaking LI when they answered the 

auestionnaire. Or this group, lO$ members were in FHA 

less than one year, 2? members were in FHA one year, 62 

members ot the 228 were in FHA two years, 31 members at 

the Homemaking II group were in FHA three years, and five 

members of the 228 were in FHA four years. 

Of the 39 members in the Homemaking IV group, two 

ber in FHA, lt was strange that f le members (one per oent 

making training. Of these five, three members were 



FHA she continues her membership throughout high schooL 

Membership in FHA seems to be consistent with their ori- 

roilment in homemaking since approxiìxute1y O per cent of 

the girls who hEve had Homemaking I, II, and III bave also 

bad as many years in FHA. Table 6 also shows that 64 per 

cent of the girls in Homemaking 1V bave had either three 

or tour years of membership in FHA. 

flomen18kin Class Lxperiences of Members ho Held Offices 

One hundred sixty-four of the 600 members (2!? per 

cent) who participated. in this study had held a local 

chapter office in FHL Twentyone per oent (126 members) 

of the 2? per cent who held local chapter offices were 

girls who bad had or were taking classes in Homemaking II, 

nl, or IV. 

of the 25 members who had only eighth grade homemak- 

ing, six members (24 por cent of the eighth ade group) 

held local chapter offices, In this group of the 211 morn- 

bers who were in the Homexraking I, l members (18 per cent 
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of this group) held local oftioes. In the Homemaking II 
group ot 228 members, 56 members (25 per cent ot this 
bomerna1ing group) were local ohpter offices. There were 

92 members in Honìemakin III. In this group, 48 members 

(62 per cent ot the group) were loosi chapter offIcers. 
or the 9 members in Homemeking IV, 22 members (54 per 

cent of the group) held basi chapter offices. One member 

who stcted. she had. no homemaking class held a local Chap- 

ter office. 
Of the four members ho1dIn stste office, one member 

had had only Homomsklng I, two were in or hid bad Homnemak- 

ing II, and one member said she had had HomemakIng UI. 
These figures seem to indicate that the proportion of 

members who held local chapter offices increased with the 

years of experience in homemaking classes. About three- 
fourths of the members who held local chapter offices were 

girls who bad two or more years of homemaking. 

Homemaking Class Experience of Those Who Earned Degrees 

Se'venty-nine members of the 600 respondents earned 

Junior Homemaker degrees of achievement. Of these 79 mem- 

bers, 40 members (60 per cent) were in or had had Homeinak- 

ing III or IV. Of the 600 members, 36 members earned a 

Chapter Homemaker degree. Twenty-nine (81 per cent were 

enrolled in or had been enrolled In Homemaking III and IV. 



Three 1r1s who answered the quest1onnt1re and were 

holders of the State Homemaker degree or echievernent cerne 

from one chapter. Since not more than ten to 18 stete de- 

grees are awarded anmzafly, it is reniarkable that thxee 

would be In one chepter. The acquisition or e State Home- 

maker degree Is usually only possible for those FHA mein- 

bers who are juniors or seniors in high school and who are 

enrolled in advanced homerneking classes and who have been 

members ot FHA three or four years 

Since the requirements for the degree of State Home- 

maker are that the candidate bas completed at least two 

years ol' homemaking instruction and bas held the ohapter 

degree for at least one year prior to the conferring of 

the State Homemaker degree, t follows that girls receiv- 

Ing these degrees would be at leest juniors in high school 

end enrolled in Homeineking IlL !evertheless, it is 

apparent that a greater per cent of the Homemaking iII and 

IV ølass members work for degrees than do the general FHA 

member ship. 

Hornemekin Oleas Experience !bers Who ere Dele ates 

Of the 800 FHA members responding, 144 (26 per cent) 

were delegates to a. district meeting. The homemaking ex- 

penance of these 144 members were as follows: 83 members 

(6? per cent) were taking or had taken Homemaking I or II, 
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and 6]. members (43 per cent) were in Homemaking III or IV. 

As revealed by the data (Table 2) of the 600 who par- 

ticipated in this study, 439 respondents had or were taking 

Homemaking I or II, and 131 respondents had or were taking 

Homemaking III or IV. 

por cent of the total oup in Homemaking I or II, whereas 

the 61 delegates represent 4? per cent of the 131 respond- 

enta who had or had had Hieinaking III or IV. Apparently 

a greater per cent of upper class homemaking girls attends 

district meetings than freshmen or sophomores. 

The data indicated this was also true in the case of 

members who attended st -ste meetings since the 36 responded 

who attended strte meetings, 25 (69 per cent) were girls 

who had or were taking Homemaking III or IV. 

The five respondents who attended national meetings 

had a varied background in homemaking. 0f the five, two 

members had or were taking advanced homemaking classes 

(III or IV). 

There are no apparent evidences that years of exper- 

lence is the basis upon which national delegtGs are 

chosen. Presumably, members who are interested and who 

re financially able are chosen to attend. 



Summary 

The 600 respondents to the questionnairß represented 

the seven districts In the Oregon association. These 800 

members deslgnsted values which they believed were re- 

celved through their FHA ch8pter. The mjor1ty of t1se 

responding were enrolled In or liad hsd Homemsking I and II 

-with two years or less membership In FRA. Only ene-tourth 

of the 600 respondents had advanced homemaking with meni- 

bership of three to four years in FHA. 

Three-fourths of the girls held no offices in local 



ChAPTER Y 

FUTURE HOMEMJKERS OP A1ERICÂ ZUDGMENTS 

The aim oD this etudy was to determine how nearly the 

purposes of HA were being aohieved.. To make this epprei- 

sai, FHA member8 were esked. to react either positively or 

negatively to 50 i.temlzed vslues which expressed how the 

orenizat1on W8S helping individu1 members. For the pur- 

pose of discussion, these values beve been classified into 

six categories; 

1. Personal development. 
2. Social development. 
3. Community participation. 
4. International understanding. 
5. Club aotivlties, 
6. Homemaking participation. 

The 600 FHA mernbers* responses to esch category will 

be discussed separately in their relationship to the pur- 

poses of Future Homemakers of neriea organization, which 

are as follows: 

Purpose I: To promote a growing appre- 
elation of the joys and satisfactions of 
homemak Ing. 

Purpose II: To emphasize the importance 
of worthy home membership. 

Purpose III: To encourage democracy n home 
and community life. 

Purpose IV: Te work for good home and 
family life for all. 

Purpose V: To promote international good- 
will. 



Purpose VI: To foster the development 
of creative leadership in borne and oom 
munity lite. 
Purpose VII: To provide wholesome individ- 
ual and croup recreation. 
Purpose VIII: To further interest in home 
economics, (4, p.10) 

Personal Development 

The questionnaire ws designed to use the positive 
approach. For example, the greater the number of "Yeses" 

in the tabulation indicated that the FHA members in this 
study believed their organization helped then develop the 

personal qualities listed. The 11 items pertaining to 

personal deve1ojrtent as they appeared in the questionnaire 

with a tabulation of the total responses ere presented in 
Table 7. 



Table 7 

Chapters Provisions for 
Personal Develoiient of Meriibers 

YES NO 
MY FHA C}PTER : No . % No . 

Helps me develop leadership 
ability 44? 75 15 2 

Helps rue develop self- 
confidence O7 8 9 

Helps me develop poise 426 70 174 30 

Helps me develop efficiency 483 81 117 19 

Helps nie develop dependability 525 88 75 12 

Encourages me to accept 
responsibility 551 92 49 8 

Gives training in social 
etiquette 460 7? 140 23 

Gives me opportunity to 
express my ideas 646 91 55 9 

Gives me an opportunity to 
act as chairman 325 54 295 46 

Has helped me use my own 
initiative 325 54 275 46 

Gives me an. opportunity to 
learn to be e good member 
of a group 554 9 46 8 



other opportunities tor leadership beside tiiet of acting 

as chathian. herea about one-half ot the 600 who re- 

sponded to the questionnaire believed their Kk chapters 

gave them an opportunity to act as ooimuittee chairmen, and 

an opportunity to use their own initiative, three-Thurthe 

of' the group believed their chapters helped theri to devel- 

op 1eaderab1p ability and nIne-tenths thought the organi- 

zatlon helped them accept responsibility. 

Of the total list of Il items in the questionnaire 

which pertained to the personal deelopmont of the mdiv- 

idual, such IteLls as development of selt-oonfIdence, 

poise, efficiency, nd social etiquette received. positive 

responses from more than three-fourths of the 600 respond- 

eut s. 

An indication that Purpose Ili: t'To encourage dem- 

oracy in home end community 1Ite was being fulfilled was 

disclosed in the fact that 91 per cent of the 600 respond- 

enta thought their FHA gave them an opportuui to express 

their own ideas, 9 per cent of the 600 responding Indi- 

cated that they learned to be good members of a. group, and 

92 per cent said their chapter helped them accept respon- 

sibility. 

Equally strong is the evidence that Purpose VI: "To 

foster the development of creative leadership In home and 



oornrnunity Is being attained by the 22 bapters foi' 

reasons stated above. 

So ciel De ve lo pine n t 

If Purpose IV and Purpoae VII are interpreted in 

their brosdest senae, that of working for good home and 

femily life for all, and that of providing wholesome in- 

dividual and group recreation, the II Items grouped under 

social development suggest ways of promotinß nd develop- 

ing the desired results irnplied by these purposes. These 

il Items alone wIth the responses are found In Table 8. 



Table 8 

Chapters' Provision for the 
sQ!1aj;ee1opmént Of Members 

YES NO 
MY FHA CHAPTER : No . % No . 

Helps me establish close 
trlendships with girls 
who have similar interests 548 91 6 9 

Teaches me to cooperate with 
others 565 94 3 6 

Eelps me get elong better 
with my teiuily 36? 61 233 3? 

Helps me get along better 
with my friends 49 82 1() 18 

Helps me develop understand- 
ing of people 464 7? 136 2 

Provides opportunity tor 
meeting girls in other 
schools 469 ?8 131 22 

Provides opportunity to take 
part in many social activi- 
ties 488 81 112 19 

Prowides worthwhile services 
for the sebo1 26 8E 74 12 

Provides opportuxiity to work 
with a group on a project 534 89 66 11 

Provi4es "good times" 525 8? ?b 1$ 

Gives ail girls a choice of 
opportunities to partici 
pate tu activities planned 

- 

53 88 617 12 

en of the 11 Items shown in Table 8 rated an affiX'a 

stive answer from 80 per cent or more of the FRJ members 

responding. The other item: My Flu chapter helps me get 



a1ou better with my temily" received a 61 per cent atthn 

aUve response. 

Table 8 indIcates that three-fourths or more of the 

600 FHA members be11eea thetr FHA chapters belped them 

to cooperate with others, establish close friendships, get 

along better with their trlends, and widorstnd other peo- 

pie better, Their FHA chapters BIso provided opportuni- 

ties for meeting girls in other schools, for taking part 

n social activities, end for being of service to the 

school. 

The data give evidences, therefore, that the 22 

chapters in Oregon bave strived to fulfill Purposes IV 

end. VII, that of working for good. borne end family life for 

all, end that of providing wholesome individual and group 

re cre at i on. 

Community PartIcipation 

Eight items were related to the ways by which FHA 

members may be contributing to the betterment of their 

communities. Generally speaking, the benefits which FHA. 

members received should especially promote four of the 

national purposes. These ere: 

Purpose I: To promote the growing 
appreciation of joys and. satisfactions 
of homemaking. 

Purpose II: To emphasize the importance 
of worthy borne membership. 



Purpose IV: To work or the good home 
and family lite for all. 

Purpose VI: To Thster development of 
creative leÂersbip In borne &id coiwnunity 
lite. 

The eight Items directed toward the furtherance of 
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Teble 9 

Ohapters Provision for Members to 
Perticitate in Community Proleots 

YES NO 

M FilL CE.AP'J. R No % No . 

Informs publio of homemekin 
program by means of window 
displays, service clubs, etc. 386 64 214 36 

Invites perticipetion of towns- 
people In school progrems 357 60 243 40 

Gains cooperation of parents 
for school projects S6 66 204 34 

Makes me want to help other 
people 527 88 73 12 

Provides opportunity for 
practicing good citizenship 522 8? ?8 13 

Provides worthwhile services 
for the community 58 60 242 40 

Helps needy families of the 
community 445 74 155 26 

Carries child care instruction 
into community services 268 45 322 55 

On the wholes the responses to this oateSory were 

lower in the atfirmtive answers than the previous groups. 

Apparently less than half of the 600 FHA members respond- 

Ing believed teir IA chapters provided ways in which 

what they learned in child care was utilized in oounity 
service. However, in all other items, 60 per cent of the 

members or more expressed atfirîmtive answers. 



The 'o11owing 1our items were approved by pprox- 

iniately two-thirds of the group: 

1. Informs the public of the homemaking 
program by means of window displays, 
service clubs, etc. 

2. Invites psrticlpation of townspeople 
in school programs. 

3. Gains 000pertion of parents of the 
community for school projects. 

4. Provides worthwhile service for the 
community. 

Table 9 also shows that the statement receiving the 

highest affirmative response referred to that of wanting 

to help other people. Almost nine-tenths of the 600 mom- 

bers answered "yes" to this statement. Not only did FHA 

chapters make their members aware of other needs, but 

they seemed to provide ways in which each member could 

help needy families of their communities. Three-fourths 

of the respondents gave an affirniative reply to this item. 

This category contributes evidences that four of the 

eight purooses are attained in various ways. 

Purposes I and VI, in their broadest interpretation, 

include spreading of the joys and satisfactions of home- 

making to people in the community, and that of initiating 

activities related to home and community life. The data 

indicate that the majority of chapters responding informs 

the public of the homemaking program by means of window 



displays, through service olubs1 and other community chan- 

neiS. Two-thirds et the members responding stated their 
chapters Invite part1cpation of townspeople sud parents 
in school programs and projects, and. the majority of mern- 

bers reported that their ohpters provided worthwhile 

services for the coimunity as well as providing opportuni- 
ties for practicing good citizenship. This study gives 

evidence, therefore, that various opportunities were pro- 

vided in the 22 chapters which promote Purposes Ï and VI. 

Purposes IX and. IV stress the importance of worthy 

home membership and the importance of improving homes to 

provide enjoyment for all merbers of the f±1y. These 

purposes may be interpreted to include the importance for 
recognizing needs of others, and assisting others when 

needed. That these purposes were obtained in some respect 
was indicated. by the response that 88 per cent of those re- 
porting believed their chapters msde them aware of others' 
needs, and 74 per cent believed that their chapters helped. 

needy families of the community. 

Internat io na]. Understanding 

The fifth purpose of FHA is that of pronioting inter- 
national goodwill. The national officers each year give 

suggestions for carrying. through this purpose. The 

responses made by the 600 HA members in this study to 



four items based on recornnienat1ons or the national offi- 
cers re included Lu Table 10. 

tersi 
Table 10 

for Members to Participate 
f International Goodwill 

YES NO 
MY FH CEAPTEH : No . N. 

Provides opportunity to study 
horno life in other countries 166 28 44' 18 

Helps us to shro with people 
in foreign l&nö.s 218 31 382 83 

Provides opportunity to be 
hostesses to people of 
other lends 14? 24 483 16 

Provides experiences for cor- 
responding with people in 
other countries 185 30 435 10 

Most chapter members responded negstively to the 

items shown in Thble 10. The statements referring to 
opportunities to study haine life in other countries, or 
being bosteases to foreign. students and of corresponding 

with people in other lends received over 70 per cent nega- 

tie responses. 

The item, My FHA chapter helps us to sbre with peo- 

pie in foreign 1nds," received the gretet number of 

affirmative answers, Perlicps this response may be the to 

the eniphesis in the national work program that suggests 

the adoption ot homeaski olass in a foreign land 
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Table 10 appears to indioate that Purpose V, that of 

promoting international goodwill, Is not fulfilled by the 

majority of chapters who participated in this study. 

Club Activities 

Three purposes most directly related to the eight 

items listed under the heading of club activities are: 

Purpose III: To encourage democracy in 
home and community life. 

Purpose VI: To foster the development of 
creativo leadership In home and community 
lite. 

Purpose VIII: To further interest in home 
economies. 

The possibility of providing experiences for each FHA 

member which will help further interest in home economics, 

encourage democracy end provide experiences which develop 

creative leadership are illustrated In Table il. 
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Table 11 

Chapters' ProvisIon for Psrtieip8tion 
Tu Variety of Club !otivities 

YES NO 
MY FHA ChAPTER: No. No. 

Makes me aware that FHA is 
natiorisi in i.ts interests S'iS 

9 25 4 

Provides experlenoes in making 
and spendIng money for an 
orgenizet1on 499 80 124 20 

Provides experience for v?rItIn 
for school and local papers 12S 21 475 79 

Provides experiences lu 
parliementary prooedures 40S 68 195 32 

Provides opportunity tar group 
singing 406 68 194 32 

Olves me opportunity to be on 
the radio 104 1? 496 83 

Gives me an opportunity for 
working on degrees 485 81 115 19 

Has interesting meetings 125 21 475 79 

As shown in Table ll the greatest lack recognized 

by the majority of Future hiortemakers of merioa who par- 

tioIpted In this study ws in the opportunities for radio 

and newspaper experience. Three-fourths ot the 600 mem- 

bers indicated they did not bave these opportunIties by 

checking the "no" column. 0f the 22 chapters retresented, 

five chapters showed by their 100 per cent negative re- 

spouses that they bed no opportunity for radio work lu 

their communities. It may be assumed that rìdio work is 



limited In most ohapters beceuse oÍ' the dist8nce to radio 

stations or because ot the difficulties involved In pre- 

paring and presenting good programs. 

of the 600 members, ?9 per oent believed 'that their 
meetings were uninteresting. Many respondents wrote the 

word "sornetimes in the margin of the questionnaire when 

answering. 

As also indicated in Table Il, most FHA members are 

well intormed. about the FHA program as it is organized on 

a. national basis. Ninety-six per cent stated they had be- 

eone aware that FHA was national in its scope. 

Previously, it has been shown that only 13 per cent 

ot the total group responding had worked on a degree of 

achievement. Evidently the lack of degrees earned is not 

from lack of opportunities, since 81 per cent of the re- 
spondents stated that their chapters offered the opportu- 

nities to work on degrees. 

Two-thirds of the respondents believed that their 

chapters provided experience in parliamentary procedures, 

and opportunity for group singing, Group singing is espe- 

daily emphasized in the Oregon Associ8tion of Future Home- 

makers of merica. A recent handbook (9) prepared by the 

state officers and adviser of FHA contains li pages of 

songs. 

Eighty per cent of the 600 girls said their chapters 
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provided experiences In making and spending money for an 

organization. 

Table 11, then, seems to show that the point of em- 

phasis found in many Oregon FHA chapters ls on experience 

in money-making projects, parliementary procedures, end 

group singing. Through these projects many member$ ere 

able to be leaders and initiate various activities such 

as selling hot dogs et basketball games. Thus, members 

develop leadership ability so that members can contribute 

to the organization through these various activities. 

However, an analysis of the replies shows that only 

21 per cent of the members reported their chapter bad 

interesting meetings or provided opportunities to write 

for school or community papers, and only 17 per cent par- 

ticipated in radio work. it IS recognized, therefore, 

that the chapters are not using all of the many possibili- 

ties which would help to achieve Purpose VI: "To foster 

development of creative leadership in home end community 

life." 

The use of parliam entary procedures by the majority 

of chapters Indicates that they strife to stimulate Pur- 

pose III : "To encourage deinoorac7 in home end community 

life." 

The eight club activities listed on the questionnaire 

contribute a small part to the fulfillment of £urpose VIII: 



WT0 further Interest Iii home economics," which Includes in 
its interprett1on the developing ot further Interest in 
the tield of homemaking education 8nd the 1earnin of whet 

contributions membe5 can make to home economio. or 

those p't1oipting in this study, 96 per cent had the 

understcnding that FHA was nztiona1 in it interest, 
Surely understanding oD the organization by individual 
members is necessery it the stated puroses are to be at- 
tamed. 

Opportunities tar working on degrees could also play 

a pert in tultilling this purpose since degrees of achie- 

ment include exploring the many opportunities of home eco- 

nomios. Here sgain, the radio end newspaper can be used 

to contribute to the furthering interest in home economies. 

As stated previously, these two activities were not pro- 

vided for the majority of rnibers. 

Homemaking Participation 

Three national purposes øre specifically aentered 

around home and tsily living, These sres 

Purpose I: To promote a growing apprecia- 
tion of the joys and. satisfactions of home- 
making. 

Purpose II: To emphasize the importance at 
worthy home membership. 

Purpose VII: To provide wholesome individual 
and group recreation. 
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Items related to achieving the above purposes are 

listed in Table 12. The 600 HA members' responses to 

these benefits are shown. 

Table 12 

Chapters' ProvIsion for Inoreasin 
Interest in the Borne and Home Lite 

TES NO 

MY FHA CHAPTER : No . % No a 

Gives me a clearer understand- 
Ing of the responsibilities 
of a homemaker 537 90 73 10 

Helps me appreciate my home more 480 80 120 20 

Provides experience in cre of 
the home 442 74 158 26 

Helps me a better hostess 
in my home 49 73 j] 27 

Encourages me to improve my 
sewing skills 395 66 205 34 

Provides learning experience 
in cooking 433 72 167 28 

Helps me learn to take care 
of my clothes 386 66 214 34 

Provides suggestions for 
leisure time at haue 368 61 232 29 

Ninety per cent of the 600 FH members seid their FHA 

chapters gave them a olear understanding of the responsi- 

bility of a homemaker. From comments written by the men- 

bers, those who answered the questionnaires bad difficulty 
in deoiding hether it was FHA or their homemaking oleases 
which helped them to develop this understanding. 
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Eighty per cent of the respondents said FHA helped 

theui appreciate their homes more. Table 12 shows the.t all 

items received at least a two-thirds positive respon8e. 

It would seem that the 600 7R members believed that 

either their organization or their hoemsking classes 

helped then develop interest in boiiiemeking activities. 

Purpose I, that oD proiot1ng s growing appreciation 

of the joys end setistactiots of borneniaking, may be inter- 

preted to indicate that through planned activities related 

to the home the members learn to eppreeiate the many joys 

and satisfeotlons of homemaking. Table 12 records that 90 

per cent of the respondents thought that their chapter 

gave then. opportunities or understndthg the responsibili- 

ties of a homensker snd 80 per cent of the respondents be- 

lieved Future Homemakers of Ameries provided ways in which 

they were helped to appreciate their homes. 

Purpose XI is also being fultilled by the majority of 

22 chapters. Approximately three-fourths of the members 

responding were provided with activities which would de- 

velop homemaking skills. Certainly, accepting responsi- 

bility in the home and ability to cooperste can help one 

to become a more worthy home iber. 

The Official Guide for FIlA. says that Purpose VII, 

that of providing wholesome individual and group reorea- 

tion, helps to strengthen worthy home membership by 



combating idleness and restlessness. (4, p.6) The same 

members responding believed they noede1 suggestions for 
the use of leisure time at hoae. Of the 600 responding, 

61 per cent believed their chapters provided this benefit 
and 29 per oent responded negatively. 

Number of Respondents ho Replied 
With 25 or Mori Negative Answers 

Instructions sent to the advisers of the 22 chapters 

participating included a statement that there were no 

right or wrong answers to the 50 items listed o n the ques- 

tionneire. However, since all the items were set up to 

indicate positive feelings towards FHA as to the benefits 
it was providing for its members, extreme negative re- 
spoases should be worthy of special consideration. A 

total of 83 members (14 per cent) of the 600 FHA members 

responded negatively to 25 or more of the O items on the 

questionnaire. 
To discover the reasons for the extreme negative re- 

sporise from the 8 members the questIonnaires were ana- 

lyzed for the members' experience in FIA, and membership 

in homemaking classes. 
The first fact discovered was that of the consistency 

of negetive responses in two chapters. 0f the 83 question- 

naires turned with negative cheeks of 25 to 48, 19 ques- 

tionna ires were from the same chapter. This chapter, 
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representing the southern district, had a total return ot 

32 queat1onnairos. It oan be seen, then, that nearly 60 

per cent of this chapter's returns showed the members be- 

lieved that FH. had little to otter them. It Is, there- 

fore, very doubtful that in this chapter the national pur- 

poses were being fulfilled. One other chapter, represent- 

Ing the Northwestern district, had a return of 3? per cent 

of the memberst ouestlonnaires wIth 25 or more negative 

checks. In the case of these two chapters, lt appears 

that there Is a definite need for helping these Future 

Homemakers of America chapters achieve the purposes of 

FHA. 

The data Indicated that of the 83 negatIve question- 

naires, 50 questionnaIres or 60 per cent of the members 

had not any experience in FHA as an officer, delegate, or 

ha.d earned a degree of achievement. It Cannot be said, 

however, that these can be the reasons for the negative 

feelings since 72 per cent of the 600 members (Table 3) 

responding had held no office in FHA, 88 per cent of the 

600 members (Table 4) responding had given no indication 

that they worked on degrees, end 75 per cent of the mem- 

bers (Table 5) had never been delegates to the district 

or state meetings. 

The members who responded negatively with 25 or more 

"no's" on their questionnaires did not lack training In 



homeak1ng e1asses Of the ß negative questionnaires, 51 

questionnaires or again 60 per eent of the members who 

answered were In or had had ola8ses in Homemaking I nd IL 

It is significant to mention, however, that ot the 600 re- 

sponding, 2 members bad only e1th grade training in 

boxneniakin classes. Of these 25 iaembers, 1 or 60 per 

cent ot those who had. only eighth vade homemaking gave 25 

or more negative responses. Lack ot opportunity tu home- 

making classes may have influenced these members' re- 
sponses. 

The data revealed, furtheore, that of the 83 mem- 

bers who answered the questionnaire with 25 or more nega- 

tive answers, 24 members (29 per cent of the 83 members) 

were in FHL less than one year. Thirteen members (16 per 

cent of the 83 members) were in FH one year, whereas 23 

members (28 per cent of the 85 members) were in FHA two 

years. Finally, 14 members (1? per cent of the 83 mein- 

bers) were in FHA three years, and nine members or ten per 

cent of the 83 members were iii FHA four years. It goes 

without saying, therefore, that the 83 members were not 

lacking in years of membership in FIlA. Nonetheless, they 

believed that as FHA members they were not receiving pc si- 
tive values from the organization. 



For the most part the 600 F members' reactions tO 

the 50 items listed on the questionnaire were positive. 
They indicated that they believed their chapter provided 

opportunities tor attaining the benefits listed, Only 

eight of the O items listed received a negative response 

of 50 per cent or more. Your of these eight items were in 
the group of international understanding, three were in 
the category of club activities, snd. one was from the com- 

munity participation category. 

According to the data, the chapters who participated 
in this study were failing to achieve Purpose V: "To pro- 
mote International goodwili.' The category containing 

items related to this purpose received more negative re- 
spouses than any other group. The ite in which said, "My 

FIlA chapter helps us to share with people in foreign 
lands," received the most affirmative answers in this 
grouping. Probably thts response is the result of the 

opportunity provided by the national offices to adopt a 

foreign homemaking class and sponsor part of its support. 

Most chapters tail to promote the degree program. 

Although 81 per cent of the 600 respondents recorded that 
their chapters provided opportunity to work on a degree, 

only 13 per cent of the total group had earned a degree of 

achievement. 



The result& indicated that FHA nd hornemk1ng classes 

work hend In hand. Many girls found it difficult to say 

whether it was their homenaking experience or FHk which 

provided opportunities for stiriiulatiri interest in the 

home eid family life. 
The 83 members who believed they were not receiving 

many benefits troni their FHJ chapters were not lacking in 

experience in homemaking or years of membership in i?HA. 

in the case of two chapters, it was believed by the luyes- 

tlgator that the negative responses were due to lack of 

understanding of the national purposes and ways in which 

to attain these purposes. 

Although it was true that 60 per cent of the members 

who responded with 25 or more negative answers had not had 

any experience es officers, delegates, or earned degrees 

of achievement, these could not be the sole criteria since 

three-fourths of the 600 members who responded to the 

questionnaire had never had any experience in FUL other 

than being a member. 

The lack of homemaking experience in the case of the 

girls who had only eighth grade homemaking may have had 

some influence since 60 per cent of the group who had only 

eighth grade homemaking did not believe FHA had been bene- 

tidal to them. Perhaps this feeling is duo to the tact 

that often FHA business or important announcements cre 



made in homemakjn classes, or time is allowed then for 

committee meetths. Those not in the homemaking classes 

would be at a disadvantage in this respect. 
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CHAPTER VI 

AND CONCLUSIONS 

ThIB study was an attempt to approlse the vs1ue of 
Oregon ssooiation of the Futuro Homemakers of Amerlos to 
Its members through an evaluation of the benefits which 

members recognized they received from belonging to the 
organization. The evaluation was made ori the basis of 
the eight ustionai purposes of the Future Homemakers of 
nierice4 Information end data were gathered through a 

questionnaire surrey sent to the members of 22 FHA chap- 

ters chosen by a random sampling of the chapters in the 
Oregon state organization. 

Date obtained through the questionnaire for the eva?- 

ustion included the length of membership, end achievements 

of the member in her local chapter, years of experience in 

homemaking classes, and negative or affirmative answers to 
50 items concerning the values which the FilA member might 

or might not receive from FHA. 

In order to determine how effectively the local chap- 

ters in the state of Oregon were fulfilling the stated 
purposes of the iuture Homemakers of America organizatIon, 
the benefits received by the members were evaluated. To 

accomplish this the eight purposes of the organization 
were used as criteria. 



Purpose I: 
and satisí 

a growing apreciet ion of the 

This purpose in its broadest interpretation includes 

the influence of the home on the community. The family 

is the basis for community life and, therefore, the 

To find satisfaction end joy in homemakIng, it is 

guiding, and directing home end family lite, It Is hoped 

that Future Homemakers of America will provide its members 

with these tools so that the members will help spread en- 

thusiasm end appreciation of homemaking to people In many 

The data give eidenoe that the 22 FRA chapters in 

Oregon are providing opportunities tar the development of 

joys and satisfactions of homemaking. Jotual experience 

in the care ot the borne was reported by 74 per cent of the 

members responding. Evidently, other means for developing 

understanding and appreciation were provided since 90 per 

cent of the GOC FHA members replied th.t their FH chap- 

ters gave them a clearer understanding of the responsi- 

bilities of a homemaker. The chapters studied also showed 

evidences that the understanding gained was related to a 

greater appreciation of the home end timlly members, since 

80 per oent reported that their chapter helped thon. to 
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appreoiate their home more, and 6). per cent stRted that 
FHA helped them get along better with their families. 

Members of Future Homemaker8 of Aerion ohßpters par- 

t1oipting in this study realize the iportanoe of the 

home-school relationship and the value reoeived in using 

oonnuunity resources. It is true that in eonmxunity life, a 

mother who truly finds joys and satisfactions in homernak- 

Ing becomes a source of ideals for others. FW chapters, 

for exsmple, may wish to have a panel of mothers discuss 

one of the many teenage problems, or esk homemakers in the 

coimnunity to present their favorite hobby of flower ar- 

rsngement, painting, or sewing projects. As niany as two- 

thirds ot the responding members stated that their chap- 

ters invited participation of townspeople in school pro- 

grams and gained 000peretion of parents for school proj- 

eats. Further, almost two-thirds of the members replied 

that their chapters informed the public of homemaking edu- 

cation activities. It can be concluded troni this return 

that the majority of chapters were actively promoting 

homemaking outside their organization. 

Thus, the chapters in numerous ways were providing 

opportunities for promoting joys and appreci*tions of 

homemaking. Js shown by the replies that two-thirds or 

more of the members in the responding chapters were pro- 

viding opportunities which helped them better appreciate, 
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understand, and enjoy their home and tamily members. 

Purpose Ii: To emphasize theimportanee of rthy hoae 
membership. 

Certainly, a worthy home member Is one who has the 

ability to cooperate and who is able to make wise deci- 

alone. This purpose includes in its interpretation the 

lmportenoe for recognizing needs of others, and assist1n 

others when possible. 

In the lIght of this Interpretation, eight of the 

values n the questlonnaire might bave helped towsrds a 

realization of this purpose. 

First, relative to this purpose, 94 per cent stated 

that their FIB. ohapter teaches th to cooperate with 

others. Such cooperation was further emphasized by the 

replies which indicated that 82 per o eut helped them get 

along better with friends, and as previously mentioned, 

two-thirds believed FHA helped them get along better with 

their families. 

Other indications that the respondents were given 

opportunities for gaining experience in oup participa- 

tien whtch undoubtedly ga ve members experience in making 

decisions is evidenced by the fact that over 90 per cent 

stated that FILA encouraged them to aooept responsibility, 

gave them opportunities to express their ideas, and gave 

them opportunit les to bern to be e good member of a group. 



Group p&rtloipatlon is significant 1f the worthy home 

membership is to include the importance of mTibers gin1ng 

preotlee in making decisions nd deve1op1n judgnent. It 
is the purpose of FHA to help niembers beoome aware of' 

their own oap&bi1it1es. If', through croup prttoipation, 
FHA members are able to reoognie both their on strengths 

and weaknesses, they can direct better their efforts in 

contributing to the needs or a f'emiiy or community group. 

In the light of these replies, it is reasonable to 

believe that a mojority, 80 per cent or more, of the FHA 

members responding were gaining benefits from group per- 

ticipation that gould help them become more worthy home 

members. 

Purpose II: To encourage democ1nhomesndOOnU1tZ 
life. 

The founders of the Futo Homnakers of merioa 

sensed the need for strengthening democracy In home and 

community life and believed that through the proper fune- 

tioning of the organization the practice of democratic 

ideals could be fostered in its members and carried into 

everyday home and community life. The FHA ohspter, if 
fulfilling this purpose, enables its members to work in a 

democratic atmosphere. From the beginning, the founders 

of FHA provided an office for a parliamentarian in both 

the national and state association. A parliamentarian is 



optional in the local chapters; however, 66 per cent of 

the respondents said they received experiences In penis- 

mentary procedures. 

Accordingly, 75 per cent stated tht their FHA. chap- 

tens helped develop leadership ebility, and 88 per osut 

recorded thet they were helped to develop dependability. 

Both eheractenistios ere deoldod assets to su individual 

living in e. deniocratlo soolety. 

hile 92 per cent believed their FHA. chapter en- 

courages members to cocept responsibility, and 9]. per 

cent gave members an opportunity to express ideas, only 

54 per cent of the members believed FHA helped them use 

their own initiative. These figures give some evidence 

that most of the 22 chapters function es a unit, pooling 

ideas and decisions made by individuals. Since individuai 

initiative is not fostered as much iii group projects as 

in individual pojeots this benefit can best be promoted 

through the de+ee of achievement progrem. To earn a de- 

gree of achievement, individual effort is required for 

attainment. Untortunteiy, only 13 per cent of the re- 

spondents indiOated they had work on degrees of achieve- 

ment; yet 81 per cent stated their chapter provided oppor- 

tunities for working on degrees of aohievetaent. Encourag- 

ing and helping members to work on degrees of achievement 

is tue advisers' responsibility, and this weakness should 



For the most part, the date Indlested that UA does 

stimulate democratic living for three-fourths of Its mein- 

bers through the development of leadership ability, etti- 
cieney, responsibi1ity, and dependability, all necessary 

in a democratic society. Of significance, too, is the 

fact that over three-tourths at the members responding 

stated their FH chapters provided opportunities for prac- 

ticing good citizenship, a turther indication of the ful- 

tiliment of this purposet 

Purpose IV: To work tor good home and family life for 
all. 

The important word in this purpose is the word pall." 
It 18 hoped that FHA will provide ways to help 'flambera 

strive for a healthy, harmonious family life in which ali 
members take an active part. Â good home provides setta- 
faction for ail members through sharing of responsibili- 
ties and pleasures. 

Inciied in its interpretatIon, this purpose indi- 

cates the importance of recognizing the needs of others 

and that of helpIng others not only in materialistic ways 

The date revealed that nIne-tenths of the girls re- 

with others. Mentioned before but also relating to this 



purpose was the xoordiag that two-thirds believed FHA 

helped them to get along better with their Thmlly. 

Threo-tourths ot the members responding reported that 
thefr FHA chapter helped develop a greater understand1n 

at people as well as helping them to be aware of the needs 

of others. The study showed that FHA members have many 

opportunities for developing this understanding. Again 

three-fourths steted that their FIlA chapters helped them 

establish close rriendship with girls that bad similar 
interests, provided opportunities for meeting girls in 

other schools, arid provided opportunities for working with 

a group on projects. It is understendable, then, why 82 

per cent of the respondents would indicate that they be- 

lieve their FHA chapter helped them get along better with 

their friends. 
An analysis of the answers to those items referring 

to the develoent of positive personal characteristics 
showed that 8b per cent of the members replying had i- 

proved in self-confidence, 81 per cent believed they had 

improved in efficiency, 88 per cent thought they had be- 

come more dependable because of their participation in 

FHA. Such personal characteristics as these contribute 

much to the development of a worthy home member. it was 

quite evident, therefore, that this purpose was attained 

by the majority of chapters participating in this studi. 
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Purpose V: To promote international goodwill. 

When deternilning the goals of PliA, the committee In- 

volved did not overlook the necessity for the Future Home- 

makers of America to do their pert in contributing to a 

lasting world peace. Through the national office, it is 

possible for individual chapters or state assoclat ions to 

adopt a homemaking class In a foreign country, snd to par- 

ticipats in the world Christmas Festival. The national 

office also emphasizes the satisfactions of corresponding 

with pupils of other lands. lour items were Included in 

the questionnaire whieh perte . med to ways in which this 

national purpose could be achieved. 

The statement which asked if the FHA chapter provided 

opportunities to study home life in other countries re- 

ceived en affirmative response of only 28 per cent. Again, 

only 24 per cent of the respondents replied affirmatively 

that their FHA chapters provided opportunities to be host- 

esses to people of other lands. Unfortunately, the data 

revealed that tbose chapters situated near colleges where 

foreign students are enrolled did not take advantage of 

having the foreign student attend FHA chapter meetings. 

On the Oregon State campus, for Instance, there are at 

present, approximately 100 foreign students. Many of 

these students travel to speak to business end professional 

women or men's service clubs. Many opportunities for 



learning tir8t-hand 1nformtion are evai1b1e by having 

these foreign students discuss their country. Mvantages 

would be gained also tor the foreign students enrolled in 

college home economies in witnessing the tunctions of a 

high school orgsnization of homemaking girls. 

Although one of the national projects stresses the 

adopting of e foreign Ìioniemaking Class, only 37 per cent 

of respondents in the 22 chapters steted their chapter pro- 

videci opportunities to share with people in foreign lands. 

Likewise, only 30 per cent corresponded with people in 

other countries. The respondents' replies indicated, 

therefore, that their chapters bave not included oppor- 

tunities for demonstrating international goodwill. Since 

this purpose is not achieved by the responding chapters, 

this may be cited as one a?enue along which the state 

association could direct its efforts in assisting the 

local chapters to broaden their program. 

Purpose VI: To foster the development of creative 
leadershiî In home and community life. 

It was believed by the founders that youth of today 

desire to be leaders end to initiate activities related 

to home end community life. This purpose implies, there 

fore, that all members do not have to be executive ofti 

cers in order to develop creative leadership. Thus, lEA 

strives to develop in its members a broad outlook on life 
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by Droviding niany types of exper1enees 

Approx1niteIy two-thirds of the respondents believed 

they were provided with opportunities for Inrorming the 

public of the homemaking prorem by means ot window dis- 

plays, end contacting service clubs. Certainly, creative 

ability is neoessry for creating a window display or pre- 

paring a talk or skit for ì service club. Other provi- 

siorts ror develoDing poise besides presenting teiks for 

groups cre Included in the program of the chapters report- 

Ing since the majority of the menbers believed their FHA 

helped them to develop poise. Related to this positive 

characteristic is the fect that ?4 per cent of the members 

stated their FRA chapter helped them to be better host- 

esses in their homes. 

The date indicated that two-thirds of the members be- 

lieved their chapters provided experience in parliamentary 

procedures, provided opportunity ror group singing, and 

four-fifths of the 600 girls gained experience in making 

and spending money. It is believed by the investigator 

that these activities provide members with opportimities 

to develop creative leadership ability by allowing members 

to initiate, plan, and carry out the plans for these 

activit les. 

Not to be overlooked is the fact that only 21 per 

cent of the members reported their chapters had interesting 
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nleetlna. Surely this indicates a weîkness in the make up 

of FHA chapters and i ind1et1ve that potential leader- 

ship is not encouraged or guided effoctiely. 

Benìflts stated elsewhere, which ere not fully uti- 

lized, nd could oontribute to this purpose also were 

those pertaining to radio work and oretive writing. 

it is seen, therefore, that the benefits included In 

this study show that this purpose was attained by the mern- 

bers of the 22 chapters responding, although not all pos- 

sible experiences were utilized. 

Purpose VII: To provide wholosOEne Individual group 
reoretIon. 

Basic to Future Homemakers of .Anterica Is this Impor- 

tant purpose. It directs attention of FHA members to the 

many productive activities for rthwbile xse of ti.ine end 

thereby strengthens worthy honte membership by contributing 

to a more Interesting end enjoyable home life for the feni- 

uy niembers concerned. 

The type of social activities undoubtedly would very 

in each chapter; nevertheless, 8? per cent of the respond- 

ents stated their FHA chapter provides 'good times's and 81 

por cent stated that their F1A provides opportunities to 

take part in many social activities. 

Although only 61 per cent believe their chapters pro- 

vided suggestions for the use of leisure time at home, 
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two-thirds bolleved their chapters enooured the improve- 

ment of sewing skills and provided 1earnin experience in 

cooking. Lvidently, homemaking skills as a leisure-time 

activity ror high school girls is not suggested or con- 

sidered es such by those responding. 

As recorded previously, 68 per cent stated their FHA 

provided opportunity for group singing, certainly a bene- 

fit that is related to this purpose also. 
Although not rnnny benefits most directly related to 

this purpose were included in the questionnaire, those 

appearing received an affirmative answer by the majority 

of girls responding. Thus, within the limitations of this 

study, lt is believed that this purpose was attained by 

the responding chapters. 

Purpose VIII: To further interest in home economics. 

This purpose includes In its interpretation the de- 

veloping of further interest in the field of homemaking 

education and the learning of what contributions members 

can make to home economics. Of those perticipating in 

this study, 96 per cent had the understanding that FHA was 

national in its interest. Surely, understanding of the 

organization by individual members is necessary it the 

stated purpose is to be attained. 



Opportunities for work1n on degrees of aohleveiierit 

also play a pert In the ruiriliment of this purpose slnoe 

degrees that are eerned usually require the exploring of 

the many opportunities of home economics. Or significance 

is the feet that 1though 8]. per cent of the rnnbers stated 

that their ch8pter provided opportunities for working on 

degrees and as previously discussed, only 13 per cent of 

the total number responding had earned degrees 

Here again, the radIo and newspaper can be used to 

further Interest in home economIos However, values ob- 

tamed. from writing or presenting a radio script In which 

the rneiabers would be analyzing the organization for the 

community are not the only way in which FH members can 

further the Interest in home economics. Purposefully, the 

YRk members have many opportunIties in attending conter- 

ences and various meetings to learn what values they can 

gain from home economics, as well as what contributions 

they can make to the field of home economics. It Is hoped 

that these meetings will develop further Interest for each 

member in the field of homemaking education. Since only 

24 per cent of the 600 members responding bad attended 

meetings outside their own chapter, there is a definite 
need to stimulate interest in district meetings, state 
and national meetings. 



If the 1nterprettion of this purpose is to rnesn the 

titnu1ation ot further iuteret in home eoonoios for meì- 

bers within the FHA oranizE1tion, this purpose is not 

achieved by the ¡ajority of respondents. 

Summary 

S«ix purposes seem to be achieved for those 600 who 

answered the questionnaire but two need to receive greater 

emphasis 1f they sre to be achieved. Future progrcms of 

work for the Oregon LssociatiQn of Future Homemakers of 

aerica should center attention on: 

Purpose V; To promote international goodwill. 

Purpose VIII: To further interest in home economics. 
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Table 4k 

D i stribut ion ost1onnaire s to F 
Amerioa ChaDters in Seien Distr re 

s of 

102 

Chapters asked Chapters 
Total to participete participating 

Districts No. % No. % No. % 

Central '7 8 4 9 1 4 

Eastern 12 14 7 15 2 9 

Northwestern 13 16 9 19 5 23 

North Willarnette 21 25 10 21 3 14 

South Coast 7 8 3 6 3 14 

South Wl1amette 16 19 9 19 4 18 

Southern 8 10 5 II 4 18 

TOT.AL 84 100 4? 100 22 100 
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Table ß 

Distribution and Replies to Questionnair 

No.paid 
Districts members 
and Chapters in FHA 

No,re- 
quested 

No. 
ret'd. ret'd. 

No.dls- 
carded 

Total for 
Districts 90? 9?l 653 68 

Central 
Madras 53 58 34 2 

Eastern 
Vallowa 35 38 34 89 0 
Nyssa 61 62 46 74 2 

Total 96 l00 U 2 

Northwestern 
Newberg 50 60 31 50 5 
Astoria 2? 25 23 92 2 
Olatskanie 35 35 25 71 2 
Banks 25 25 25 100 4 
Yemhill 30 30 26 8? 4 

Total TV T T 
North illamette 

Oregon City Sr. 49 55 13 24 0 
Grant, Portland 12 12 11 92 1 
Estacada 32 20 13 65 0 

Total 87 
South Coast 
Wile Point 61 55 32 58 5 
Coquille 40 40 25 82 4 
Roseburg j, Q 32 

Total 162 158 7? 10 
South Willsmette 

Cottage Grove 42 45 37 82 0 
Willarnette 2? 30 22 73 1 
Toledo 24 23 20 8? 2 
Lebanon 60 

'Eotal 116 128 
_i 

97 3 
Southern 

Lakeview 80 90 62 69 1 
Medford. Jr. 63 105 92 88 12 
Merrill 44 45 32 71 4 
Rogue River 24 25 12 50 1 

Total !I 18 





Dear Girls: 
I hare been a Future Homemakers of America edviser 

and orn now at Oregon State Gollege working on a master's 
degree. Will each of you be kind enough to help me with 
some at my graduate work by completing the following? 

Thank you, 

Audrey Ingraham 

DIRECTIONS: Circle the number or word that pertains to 
you: 

Your Grade in High School 9 10 lI 12 

Years of Membership in FHA less than 1 1 2 3 4 

Past or present FUL 
Chapter Officer Yes No 

Past or present FHA 
State 

DIRECTIONS: Please answer the following: 
HOV HAß FHA HELPED YOU? HOW COULD FHA HELP YOU MORE? 


