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Predatory mites (Neoseiulus fallacis) were released for two-spotted mite (Tetranychus urticae)
control in field planted shade trees and container shrubs. At each of two nursery sites, a single row
of ‘Greenspire’ Linden was chosen and divided into 25 plots of nine trees each. Predator mites
were released either once or twice per plot, and on either every tree or every third tree. In the
shrubs, 15 plots were established in a block of Spiraea japonica ‘Shirobana’. N. fallacis was
released either every fourth plant per plot, or every eighth plant per plot. Results in the shade trees
show that releases of N. fallacis on every tree to be more effective at establishing populations than
every third tree. No significant reduction in two-spotted mites was seen due to any N. fallacis
treatment. However, it was consistently observed that species of Orius and Stethorus gave
significant, though not complete, control of two-spotted (and predator) mites. In the shrubs, two-
spot numbers were reduced in plots where both the low and high rate of N. fallacis were released
compared to control plots (Figure 1). Movement of N. fallacis through study plots was observed to
be rapid following release.
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Twospotted Mite Numbers on
Spiraea japonica ‘Shirobana’
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