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Assessing Economic Performance and Capital Productivity in
the Fisheries Sector - The Case of Fishing Vessels in Brittany
(France)

Pascal LE FLOC'H , Fabienne DAURES , Olivier Guyader , Olivier
Thébaud , Jean Boncoeur

Indicators of the economic performance of fishing vessels are
frequently computed in many countries. Usually, measures of
economic performance are based on the return on capital invested.
However, several measures of capital value exist, according to the
economic information available. In this paper, we use different types
of information to assess capital value and economic performance of
fishing vessels. On the one hand, field surveys provide technical and
financial information on the main components of fishing capital
(vessel, engine, electronics, and storage equipment). On the other
hand, book values are given in bookkeeping databases. Both sources
of information on fishing capital are used for the same set of vessels,
namely the commercial fishing fleet of the French region of Brittany.
Based on these two sources, several measures of economic
performance can be produced, concerning return on capital and
capital productivity. The measures of performance obtained are
presented, and the differences between them are then discussed.
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