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A short history 

Industry complain to government of falling 
profits – WWMR at fault – need to change it! 

Western Waters Management Regime 

- Effort restrictions 

- Only apply to 10m + vessels 

- In practice applied to 15m + vessels 

Government: let’s see the evidence? 

Seafish:  data analysed, evidence presented 

Industry:   Let’s ask Seafish! 

No quotas for scallops in UK & EU waters 



Vessel’s percentage of annual fishing 
income from king scallops  
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Landing trends for vessels of different 
revenue dependence on King scallops 

n.b. ~3.5% of landings 
not caught by dredges 

Vessels >60% revenue-dependent on king scallops landed the 
majority of king scallops in the UK.  



Number of revenue-dependent vessels,  
in each length category, each year. 

 
The number of revenue-dependent vessels has been growing 

  

Vessel length category (metres) 

44 49 38 
54 43 48 49 45 

42 44 54 

65 
68 71 79 88 

36 
44 46 

42 45 42 
55 51 

24 
26 30 

25 29 
34 

30 25 

0

50

100

150

200

250

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

ve
ss

e
ls

  

Year  

<10m 10-15m 15-20m >20m



Days at sea and king scallop landings  
by revenue-dependent vessels  
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Landing weight (tonnes) Days at sea

Since 2012, landings of king scallops by revenue-dependent vessels 
has decreased despite an effort increase. 
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LPUE VPUE

Average per vessel: Landings per day and Value per day 
by vessels revenue-dependent on king scallops 

Landings per day and Value per day have declined significantly. 



Average per vessel: Landings (kg) per kW day at sea  
by vessels revenue-dependent on king scallops 

Landings per kW DAS has declined since 2012.  
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Average per vessel: Landings (kg) per dredge per day at sea  
by vessels revenue-dependent on king scallops 

Landings per dredge per DAS has declined since 2011.  



Area 7.d,e,h – English Channel   
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left axis: Days at sea and landings 
 
 
 
right axis: Average tonnes/DAS 
 

Area 6.a, West Scotland  

Area 7.a,g,f – Irish Sea  
Area 4.b,c – North Sea    

Area 4.a – North, North Sea 

 
All areas showing declining productivity.  

 



Economics of the fleet (revenue dependent vessels)  

Between 2013-2015 fuel price fell significantly and king scallop 
prices rose.   
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King scallop (£/kg) Fuel price/litre
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Fishing income Operating costs Operating profit

Economics of the fleet (revenue dependent vessels)  

2013: big drop in catch rate => fall in operating profit 
2013-2015 fuel price fall & king scallop price rise =>  operating 

profit increase in 2015. 

n.b. adjusted for inflation  
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