
Multimodal Semantic Understanding: Semantic Role

Labeling with Vision and Language

by

Zijiao Yang

B.E., Dalian University of Technology 2016

B.E., Ritsumeikan University, 2016

A thesis submitted to the

Faculty of the Graduate School of the

University of Colorado in partial fulfillment

of the requirements for the degree of

Master of Science

Department of Computer Science

2020

Committee Members:

James Martin

Martha Palmer

Chenhao Tan



ii

Yang, Zijiao (M.S., Computer Science)

Multimodal Semantic Understanding: Semantic Role Labeling with Vision and Language

Thesis directed by Prof. James Martin

Semantic role labeling (SRL) is an important task in natural language understanding systems.

Recently, researchers have moved from traditional syntactic feature based pipelines to end-to-end

(merely token to tag, mostly) neural network based SRL system, and state-of-the-art performance

has been reported from those systems. Nonetheless, the recent trend of inducing syntactic infor-

mation back to neural models has led to a big success [Strubell et al., 2018]. On the other hand,

language understanding should not be a single modal task, the most pervasive evidence is our-

selves. Incorporating information from other modalities has drawn attention [Baltrusaitis et al.,

2019]. This thesis introduces two different models trying to utilize image information to help SRL

task. The two models use distinct ways to integrate between the vision and language modalities.

Also, the models are trained on automatically generated data, and evaluated on ground truth data.

The results and analysis are presented.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 The Necessity of Knowledge Enrichment to NLP Systems

Language is an effective tool for communication, but communication is never a single-modal

process. Furthermore, language should not be a standalone system; intuitively, at the initial step

of language acquisition, multi-model information is involved. [Harnad, 1990] promotes the idea

of making semantic interpretation of a formal symbol system intrinsic to the system, instead of

just parasitic on the meanings in our heads, argues it is necessary for cognition. The problem

was defined through an example: if we want to learn Chinese as a native language, and the only

information resource we have is a Chinese dictionary, then to learn would be to pass endlessly

from one meaningless symbol-string to another. Through this method, we will never understand

the meaning of any symbol-string. Therefore, I conjecture that this is likely not the actual path

on which we come through this far towards language learning. As for our current NLP systems,

benchmark scores are refreshed every few weeks, with bigger models (like Bert) [Devlin et al., 2018]

and more computation power, they seem to fulfill some of our needs for building better applications.

Nevertheless, from the perspective of creating “Artificial Intelligence”, the question remains: Do

they truly understand human language, or do they start to understand human language beyond

merely targeting the pre-designed goal from data set as well as model design?

[Forbes et al., 2019] examined to what extent natural language representations demonstrate

physical commonsense reasoning. In their investigation, they tried to check if the representations

could capture the relationship between affordances of objects, the action applicable to the object
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(like a car can be driven), and properties of the object (like a car requires fuel). Moreover, they found

the current neural models are not able to capture those interplays. They make the conjecture that

this is unsurprising since the affordances of an object and the properties of an object are unlikely

to show up together following the “distributional hypotheses” [Harris, 1954] (that words show up

in similar context have similar meanings). The mutual mentions of these two types of information

naturally lead to expression redundant. They concluded that, currently, representations learned no

more than the associations that are written down explicitly.

So what are the possibilities for encoding more information into our language representation?

One would be getting human involved directly, and let our model try to capture the multi-modal

information provided by humans, and request whatever and whenever they need. The algorithm

could have a better chance of learning more complex relations by pattern recognition on the “original

complex data” from humans. However, this would be very slow and expensive in terms of both

time and resources. Another approach is to construct a model of the world we humans observing

and experiencing every day so that if the world has the “atoms” necessary, then the inductive bias

we need from the model can evolve from its interaction with the world model. [Lake et al., 2018]

has pointed out similar quests for if we are aiming at building machines that could learn and think

like people. [Lake et al., 2018] suggested we need to build causal models of the world that supports

understanding and explanation beyond merely pattern recognition, and we need to enhance the

learned knowledge with physical and psychology theories. Although it is interesting as it sounds,

this line of work remains as toy experiments like [Mordatch and Abbeel, 2017; Lazaridou et al.,

2017].

Although the two approaches aforementioned are not easily accessible, the necessity of in-

tegrating more knowledge into natural language processing (NLP) beyond just explicitly written

seems undoubtedly important at some point in the NLP research going forward. Furthermore, we

need to aim at making semantic meaning to be intrinsic to the system [Harnad, 1990], meaning the

system should have more knowledge of what is a “cat” in addition to the “cat” and “dog” co-occur

in similar positions in a text. Without the “deeper” intrinsic knowledge of the language, a system
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does not have the potential for tasks like casual reasoning and commonsense reasoning, as they

require the system to understand and manipulate the meaning of the text.

1.2 Task Selection

Semantic role labeling (SRL) [Gildea and Jurafsky, 2002; Carreras and Màrquez, 2004, 2005;

Palmer et al., 2010], is a task trying to determine from a given sentence: Who did What to

Whom, When, and Where.

The selection of this task is due to the following reasons:

• Previous work [Shi et al., 2019] on predicting syntactic structure from pairs combined

of image and text shows the effectiveness of image information on making inference of

syntactic information. Moreover, it is believed that syntactic information is beneficial

for SRL as described in [Punyakanok et al., 2008]. Furthermore, the former state of the

art model on SRL [Strubell et al., 2018] testified the benefits of syntactic information.

Following this chain, the natural hypothesis is that image information could be of help

for semantic role labeling task by providing the information needed for inferring syntactic

information. Therefore, this offers a reasonable signal that integrating image information

might be helpful so that further investigation could be performed.

• The SRL task has been considered as an important task toward building better natural

language understanding systems. And it is also called shallow semantic role parsing. This

representation could serve as a semantic representation for feeding into various downstream

tasks that consider semantic information. Such as Question Answering, Text Summariza-

tion, Machine Translation. Therefore, focus on this task provides a test-bed for investigation

on whether knowledge of enrichment (image information) could bring about the enrichment

of the semantic meaning representation acquired by the model. (And it should be “deeper”

than the type of meaning represented by co-occurred in similar contexts)
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1.3 Goal Description and Question Proposition

The goal of this thesis research is to try to enrich the representation by providing the model

that aims at a natural language understanding task, the possibilities to ground onto its corre-

sponding image. And analyze the performance of the proposed model, to testify if the enrichment

proposed could benefit the model performance, in what ways it is beneficial? Further, I want to

discuss the possibilities and necessity of the fusion between multiple modalities.

My questions proposed for this thesis project is mainly:

(1) Can images be helpful in improving accuracy in semantic role labeling?

(2) If images do help, how do they help? Could it provide us any insights on the necessity of

multi-modal fusion? If it does not, why?

(3) What are good ways to fuse the information from differing modalities?

1.4 Thesis Outline

Chapter 2 reviews relevant prior work. Chapter 3 describes the data set and its related

problems. Chapter 4 addresses the different model designs involved. Chapter 5 describes the

experiments performed, presents the results along with the analysis. Furthermore, Chapter 6 gives

the final discussion, conclusions, and future directions.



Chapter 2

Previous Work

In this chapter, I will start by reviewing the SRL related works: the definition of SRL,

the forms of SRL, the major breakthrough of SRL, and current state of the art (SOTA) work of

SRL. Then I will describe some recent research spotlights on multi-modal learning, what it is, the

necessity of it, and the recent mainstreams of achieving multi-modal learning. Then I will end this

chapter by giving a brief description of how the reviewed works are combined to form this thesis.

Moreover, details will be elaborated in the next chapter.

2.1 Semantic Role Labeling

SRL extracts meaning representation from a sentence regarding Who did what to whom. The

first automatic semantic role labeling system is developed in [Gildea and Jurafsky, 2002] based on

FrameNet. Since then, the SRL has become a prevalent task in the NLP community. Semantic

role labeling (SRL): The goal of the task is to develop a model to recognize the arguments of verbs

in a sentence, and label them with semantic roles. The combination of a verb and its set of argu-

ments form a proposition, and multiple propositions could exist for one sentence. (An example of

SRL is shown in Fig 2.1) The arguments extracted are supposed to be non-overlapping, and the

argument, as well as verbs, could be split into non-contiguous parts. For example, in the sentence

“A baby is being coddled to [V calm] him [C-V down] as he finishes a crying tantrum”, “calm down”

as a verb phrase, is split into two parts non-contiguously. There are two argument annotation

representations, span-based, which follows from the syntactic constituents of a sentence, therefore,



6

forms spans. Current span-based SRL research mainly focuses on the released data, and annotation

format from CoNLL shared task of 2004, 2005, and 2012 [Carreras and Màrquez, 2004, 2005; Hovy

et al., 2006]. The second annotation representation, Dependency-based SRL, requires the model

to identify the syntactic heads of arguments rather than the whole span. It is proposed by CoNLL

2008 and 2009 [Surdeanu et al., 2008; Hajič et al., 2009]. Traditionally, the pipeline for SRL con-

tains four subtasks: predicate detection, predicate sense disambiguation, argument identification,

and argument classification. Predicate detection identifies which are the verb/verb phrase for the

targeting sentence; predicate sense disambiguation finds the correct meaning of the verb in the

context of the sentence, namely, the verb sense, (see lexical resources in [Baker et al., 1998; Schuler

and Palmer, 2005; Palmer et al., 2005; Hovy et al., 2006]) for the detected verb. Then, argument

identification needs to identify the correct argument spans or syntactic heads. Finally, argument

classification gives the detected argument correct semantic role labels. The purpose of this task

overlaps with natural language understanding (NLU). Therefore, often, SRL could be beneficial

to some of the NLU tasks, like machine reading [Zhang et al., 2018; Wang et al., 2015], question

answering [Shen and Lapata, 2007], machine translation [Bazrafshan and Gildea, 2013; Shi et al.,

2016]. The semantic representation annotation I consider in this thesis is span-based SRL, and

Figure 2.1: An example of span-based SRL

it follows from The Proposition Bank (PropBank) [Palmer et al., 2005]. In PropBank, each verb

has several senses, and for each sense, a specific role set is given. The role set is composed of

generic labels like Arg0, Arg1, etc. The frame files are defined following the above description. For

example, below is the simplified definition for lemma run sense “MAKE.01”
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MAKE.01 create

Arg0 creator

Arg1 creation

Arg2 created-from, thing changed

Arg3 benefactive

Example: Loews Corp makes Kent cigarettes.

Arg0 Loews Corp

Arg1 Kent cigarettes

Note in the example given in 2.1. The explanations follow “Arg*” are not the formal defini-

tion, but easy-to-read descriptions. Typically agents are labeled as Arg0, Arg1 is for the arguments

undergoes the change of state or is being affected by the action [Palmer et al., 2005], the patient.

Arg2 stands for the instrument, benefactive, attribute. Arg3 and Arg4 usually represent the start-

ing point and the ending point. These definitions are rather generic. They may vary for a specific

role set of a verb sense. There are also modifiers, ARG-Ms that are universal across verbs; they

represent the time, location, goal, and other modifications for the event described in the sentence.

2.1 is a list of examples of the available modifiers: [Palmer et al., 2005]

Traditionally, SRL systems rely heavily on syntactic information, and they are mostly feature-

based. Namely, they start giving each input string a parse, then for each predicate, they collect

a feature set for each node in the parse tree and train supervised classifiers to assign each node a

semantic role following PropBank convention or FrameNet. The features extracted are a combina-

tion of the targeting predicate (since they define the role set), the phrase type of the constituent,

the path in the parse tree from constituent to the predicate, part of speech tags, etc. [Gildea and

Jurafsky, 2002; Jurafsky, 2000]. Nonetheless, the description above is only an oversimplification.

The real system consists of multiple stages: feature selection and argument identification. Since
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Table 2.1: Some of the common modifiers in current Propbank (not a complete list, only include
the semantic role concerned in this thesis) [Bonial et al., 2012], each row is a modifier, its short
definition, and one example. Attention on the emphasized texts.

Modifiers Definition Examples

Comitative (COM) who an action was done with I sang a song with my sister

Locative (LOC) where I read book in Library

Directional (DIR) motion along some path walk along the road

Goal (GOL) goal of the action The cild fed the cat for her
mother

Manner (MNR) how action is performed words well

Temporal (TMP) when I read in the morning

Extent (EXT) the amount of change raised prices by 15 percent

Reciprocals (REC) reflexives, reciprocals himself, itself

Secondary Predication (PRD) an adjunct of a predicate car-
rying some predicate structure

The boys pinched them dead

Purpose Clauses (PRP) motivation of action I review materials in order to
prepare for test

Cause Clauses (CAU) reason for action I got cold due to the chang-
ing weather

Discourse (DIS) markers connect two sentences and, but

Modals (MOD) modal verbs will, may, can

Negation (NEG) markers of negative sentence not, never

Adverbials (ADV) modifier of the event structure
of the verb but do not fall in
above labels

probably, possibly

Construction (CXN) label arguments projected by
a construction

comparative constructions:
similar to

the algorithm implicitly assumes the prediction of each argument is independent, a final step is

needed to resolve the inconsistency problem. The traditional SRL systems heavily rely on syntactic

information, and people have argued that syntactic information is a prerequisite for SRL systems

[Punyakanok et al., 2008]. However, recently, the trend of neural model-based SRL systems evoked

a different approach by training SRL system in an end-to-end fashion, requires no explicit modeling

of the syntactic information, and usually, the only inputs to the model are the raw tokens and the

predicate in focus [Zhou and Xu, 2015; He et al., 2017; Tan et al., 2018]. The trend of not using

syntactic information comes from various reasons, on the one hand, the pipeline might become

more rather cumbersome, and cascade errors could be induced from each intermediate step, from
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example, parsers, on the other hand, an effective parser might just not available for some languages.

I will review some representative work in this line of work in the next paragraphs.

[He et al., 2017] used a deep highway BiLSTM structure, and explore various ways of con-

strained decoding follows from [Punyakanok et al., 2008]. It follows the end-to-end fashion that the

input of the system is only sentence-predicate pairs. They are converted into word embeddings and

binary embeddings to form the whole feature vector. Although they success at excelling previous

SOTA results of CoNLL2005 and CoNLL2012 by a large margin, through their analysis, they argue

syntactic information could still be of help as their model still suffer inconsistencies compared to

non-neural models, and they found significant improvement could be induced by leveraging gold

syntax in their oracle experiment. It is the baseline system I use, and more details will be covered

in chapter 3.

[Tan et al., 2018], also end-to-end SRL system, utilize newly trending multi-head self-attention

[Vaswani et al., 2017] on top of the traditional bidirectional LSTM outputs/Convolutional neural

network/FeedForward neural network to address the long-range dependencies problem that is ob-

served in RNN-based models targeting SRL tasks (as well as other NLP tasks though). Moreover,

the work focused on span-based SRL and achieved the SOTA results at the time on CoNLL-2005

and CoNLL-2012.

While an amount of current span-based SRL systems trained with no explicit syntactic infor-

mation. LISA (Linguistically-Informed Self-Attention) [Strubell et al., 2018] combines self-attention

and multi-task learning, so that cumbersome pre-processing for preparing syntactic features are

not needed, but instead the syntactic information is induced from jointly training SRL system

with dependency parsing, part-of-speech tagging, predicate detection. It achieved SOTA results

for CoNLL2005 and CoNLL2012 SRL at the time. Furthermore, it proved the gain of inducing

syntactic information for neural model-based SRL systems.

I believe syntactic information certainly matters, but we should also try to avoid the cum-

bersome of traditional SRL pipelines and encounter a lack of useful external syntactic information,

like a high-quality parser. From [Shi et al., 2019], I think it is reasonable to believe that image
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information could induce syntactic information we need from a very intuitive perspective. Also,

could object relations and other information encoded in image, bring us some new insights? Or

at least some performance benefits? Next chapter, I will give a brief review of some multi-modal

learning works.

2.2 Multimodal Learning

Why multimodal learning? First off, multimodal learning means we ought to build models

than can process inputs from multiple modalities, find connections between them, then solve our

problem of various kinds. The world around us is multimodal, and humans perceive, learn, reason

about the world follow a multimodal fashion. Therefore, naturally, multimodal seems to be a

milestone we want to get pass towards artificial intelligence as it has to understand the multimodal

world surrounds us and be able to decode the relationship between them. For example, if person A

is trying to show person B the way to the train station, A needs to understand what a train station

is, what properties of the building could help identify a train station, namely its functionality and

appearance. Also, A needs to understand the question, what does “show the way to place” actually

mean, what action might be involved in solving this problem, and what other object and concept

could be involved?. For B, B should have a common ground with A about everything might be

involved in this task, like B has to understand the instructions given by A, the entities used by A

when given instructions. Another level above, A should be able to guess B’s intent for going to the

train station by observing the person’s vocal properties, facial expressions, etc. For example, if B

is going somewhere in a hurry, A might suggest alternatives to help B arrive earlier rather than

taking a train.

This task happens every day every moment all over the world. However, it is involved in

that it requires the ability to retrace the information from different modalities, create connec-

tions between them, and on top of that, making inferences and propositions towards task solving.

Throughout the solving process of the task, the dialog happens between A and B is continuous

information transformation across multiple modalities. This type of task fills up people’s daily
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life. Therefore, the importance of multimodal learning is evident. [Baltrusaitis et al., 2019] gives

a survey of multimodal learning and provides a taxonomy focus on five challenges: representation,

which concerns how we should representing data from heterogeneous sources, especially when data

from multiple modalities have very different properties. For example, language could be symbolic

and discrete, whereas image could be numeric and continuous; Translation address when we want to

map from one modality to another, typical tasks in this category include image captioning [Karpa-

thy and Fei-Fei, 2017], where we want to “translate” image into a natural language description of

the image, the caption. Alignment concerns how ingredients from different modalities are related

together. For example, in the image-sentence retrieval task [Karpathy et al., 2014], parts of the

image need to be aligned with parts of sentences for effective retrieval. Fusion concerns how to

utilize the information that comes from different modalities for effective prediction. In [Kahou

et al., 2016; Wöllmer et al., 2010], researchers try to utilize information of different modalities to

predict emotion. Co-learning is the generalized term for language grounding. It concerns how to

use the knowledge from one modality to help the training concerns other modalities. My thesis is

directly related to the representation problem, alignment problem, fusion problem, the objective of

this thesis is to achieve co-learning.

Therefore, I will review the multimodal learning works following their taxonomy with a focus

on representation, alignment. And discuss the relationship of my thesis with these two problems

along with fusion and co-learning, as well as the SRL work reviewed in last section 2.1.

Mainly, There are two types of multimodal representation. One is joint representation. To

obtain the joint representation, the model takes all information from all modalities as input passes

them through distinct neural networks separately. The resulted representations are passed through

other layers of a neural network to form a joint prediction. [Silberer and Lapata, 2014] uses a stacked

autoencoder to generate joint text-visual representation; they first build separated representations

of text and visual. The concatenated hidden states of those two models are feed into a bimodal

autoencoder to map the two modalities into a joint representation. The predictions are made upon

the joint representation. The other way to obtain multimodal representation is the coordinated
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representation, where separate representations are learned for distinct modalities, and they are

coordinate together with some constraints, like similarity function. [Frome et al., 2013] tries to

transfer the knowledge of semantic information learned in language model to a visual model that

makes object prediction. They trained a visual model and a language model separately, then visual

representation and text representation are coordinated together by a similarity function and a hinge

rank loss.

Alignment between parts of modalities is a necessity for utilizing multimodal information

effectively. Current, neural models address this issue often with attention module, which allows the

model to attend to image bounding boxes or language segments as needed. For example, in [Xu

et al., 2015], researchers use attention to attend over computed visual features during generating

image caption with Recurrent Neural Network. Also, the alignment could be obtained using a

similarity metric as in [Karpathy et al., 2014].

Currently, in multimodal learning concerns vision and language, some tasks are quite popular.

Visual Question Answering [Antol et al., 2015] is a task, that given a pair of image and a natural

language question regarding the image, the system needs to provide a natural language answer, a

dataset is provided accompanying with the proposition of the task. MSCOCO dataset [Lin et al.,

2014] and Flickr30k dataset [Plummer et al., 2016] provides image accompanying rich information

including object labeling and segmentation, also natural language description of the scene in the

image. A large amount of advancement in image captioning, visual-language retrieval, and text-to-

image task [Xu et al., 2017] is encouraged by the presence of those datasets. NLVR [Suhr et al., 2019]

is a visual reasoning task that tries to decide if a sentence is true given images, and the dataset is also

provided. The development of these datasets widely stimulates the advance of vision and language

research. For example, [Tan and Bansal, 2019] proposes a structure to learn the connections

between vision and language. Their model consists of three encoders, object relationship encoder,

and language encoder to capture the inner relationships within the modalities, and a cross-modality

encoder to capture relationships between modalities. Then a pre-training consists of multiple tasks

is performed to find a better initialization that could capture cross-modality connections better.
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And indeed, the pre-training tasks they performed, brought about a substantial performance gain

on multiple vision-language tasks, especially for NLVR.

My models consists of a baseline 4.1, alignment-based model 4.2, and attention-based model

4.3. Follow the taxonomy given in [Baltrusaitis et al., 2019]. My alignment model could be catego-

rized as using coordinated representation or alignment with constraints. My attention model could

be seen as using joint representation and doing alignment with the attention module. Both models

fuse knowledge from different modalities to perform a language task, SRL. Moreover, my objective

here is related to co-learning defined before, that is, to use information from other modality (image

in this case) to help the training concerns text modality, namely, the training to predict seman-

tic role labels for corresponding text spans. Also, as described before, another perspective of my

objective follows from the current SRL research trend: to incorporate syntactic information into

neural-based SRL models. Furthermore, my approach here is to incorporate syntactic information

indirectly from image follows from the findings and insight of [Shi et al., 2019].



Chapter 3

Data Description

In this chapter, I will describe the data used in this thesis project. First, since the task of this

project is rather novel, I did not have an existing data set for experimenting. Therefore, I needed

to obtain training and test data. So in the following sections, I will first describe the problem I

have encounter. Then I will elaborate on how my data is generated/obtained, illustrate my data

formation, give some examples of my data.

3.1 Datasets Description

SRL tasks as described in previous work section 2, are often trained on data set generated with

Propbank [Palmer et al., 2005] or FrameNet [Baker et al., 1998] conventions. And the data comes

from Wall Street Journal [Carreras and Màrquez, 2005] or a collection of news, telephone speech,

weblogs, talk shows, etc. [Bonial et al., 2012] They are single modal data set. Moreover, because

of the nature of the contents of these datasets (news, talk shows, blogs), it is an unrealistic task

for finding images that match the sentences from those types of articles. However, To investigate

the effectiveness of inducing image information into SRL systems, we need to find a dataset with

images and a description of the images. There are two data sets that fit our needs. The MSCOCO

dataset [Lin et al., 2014], and the Flickr30k dataset [Plummer et al., 2016] fit our needs as they

provide the image along with its caption.

The Microsoft Common Objects in Context (MSCOCO) dataset contains 91 common object

categories, 82 of them have over 5000 labeled instances. Overall, MSCOCO has 328000 images and
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2500000 labeled instances. And those images are taken from everyday scenes consisting of common

objects in life. MSCOCO provides the category labeling of the objects, Instance spotting (find out

all instances belonging to previously identified categories), and image segmentation (so that each

object is segmented separately). Each image is annotated with five captions. The MSCOCO data

set we used follow the splits from [Karpathy and Fei-Fei, 2017], which contains 82783 images for

training, 1000 for development, 1000 for test. However, there are no semantic role labels exist. (See

example in Fig 3.1) Flickr30k dataset, on the other hand, was created specifically for encouraging

better image-to-sentence models. Flicker30k contains 31783 images focusing people and animals,

five captions per image, and co-reference chains are provided links between entities both in the

image and the captions of the same image. Then the bounding box features are provided. (See

example in Fig 3.2 For the Flickr30k dataset, The captions of the images are currently being

annotated in Professor Martha Palmer’s group at the University of Colorado at Boulder. I was

able to obtain the current annotated portion of the data set. The annotation follows from the

format in [Bonial et al., 2012]. Overall, I have both image and text captions for two datasets, but

I only have a small portion of the Flickr30k dataset annotated with semantic roles. I will describe

my method for obtaining SRL annotated data for MSCOCO as train, validation set, obtaining the

image feature and bounding box feature for MSCOCO dataset, and the Flickr30k dataset.

3.2 Training and Validation Data Generation

The SRL generation for training, validation data utilized the state of the art (SOTA) semantic

role labeling model based on BERT [Devlin et al., 2018], as described in [Shi and Lin, 2019]. It

achieved F1 86.5 on CoNLL 2012 and was the SOTA model when I created the dataset. I used

the implementation from allennlp. I generated a JSON representation of semantic role labels for

each caption in the MSCOCO dataset, 3.1. The generated SRL labels follow standard BIO tagging

convention, so that “B-ARG*1 ” stands for the beginning of a semantic role span, “I-ARG*”

represents the token is currently inside some semantic role span. Moreover, “O” stands for out

1 * here stands for all possible SRLs
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Figure 3.1: An example from MSCOCO dataset. Each image is paired with five captions

of span of any semantic roles. The generated JSON items are packed into a file, with each line

contains a JSON object. Some of the captions do not contain any predicate; the labels of tokens

in those sentences are set to O.

{’image ’: ’COCO_train2014_000000358253.jpg ’,

’caption ’: ’There is a bedroom with fans going oft ’,

’tag ’: ’O O O O O B-ARG0 B-V B-ARGM -ADV ’,

’predicate ’: 6}

Listing 3.1: Example of generated json formatted data: each data instance contains a image id, the

text of image caption, and the tag sequence in BIO-tagging format, and the index of predicate

For image feature generation, I obtained two sets of image features; the first is sets of vectors,

which are overall representations of the whole image. The image feature is pre-computed using

ResNet-101 [He et al., 2016]. The other sets of image features are fine-grained, that contains object

bounding boxes in the images, and the coordinates for each bounding boxes; those bounding boxes
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Figure 3.2: An example from Flickr30k dataset. The image data contains bounding boxes de-
noted by color-coded squares. (The bounding boxes shown here is from original Flickr30k dataset,
which is human annotated, but the bounding box features used in this thesis are generated follow
[Tan and Bansal, 2019]) The entities in the captions are also color-coded. Same color indicates
correspondences between bounding boxes and entities mentioned in captions.

features are generated follows [Tan and Bansal, 2019]2 . The bounding boxes generated are similar

to the Flickr30k example shown in Fig 3.2. As a result, the feature set of each image contains the

object id, attribute id, their respective confidence, and the locations of the bounding boxes. Each

image has 36 bounding boxes generated.

The original MSCOCO captions and whole image embeddings are matched by their order, so

that even though the captions are five times number of image embeddings, I could get access to the

corresponding image embedding by computing image index with image index = bcaption index/5c,

bc stands for floor division.

2 I obtained them from Abhidip Bhattacharyya, CS Ph.D. student at the University of Colorado Boulder
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The original MSCOCO Karpathy split [Karpathy and Fei-Fei, 2017] contains 82783 images for

training, 1000 images for validation, 1000 images for test. Since I did not obtain the whole image

embedding features for the test split of MSCOCO, I decided to create the train and validation

dataset from the training split (82783) images. Due to some matching issues, the final numbers of

train and validation instances are 417565 (corresponding to 66809 images) and 52195 (corresponding

to 9057 images). (this is all available BIO-tagging formatted SRL data I generated automatically)

As a result, for my pure-text SRL model 4.1 (baseline), the train data and validation data

are the BIO-tagging formatted SRL text data obtained above. The BIO-tagging formatted SRL

text data and whole image embedding pre-computed from ResNet-101 forms the train data and

validation data of my alignment based image SRL model 4.2. The BIO-tagging formatted SRL

text data and bounding box features of images combine to form the training dataset and validation

dataset for my attention based image SRL model 4.3.

3.3 Test Data Description

For test data, I obtained the Flickr30k dataset with human-annotated SRLs3 here in CU

Boulder. It is a double-blind annotation with adjudication by a third party for any conflicts. For

evaluation purpose, I combined onecaption.gold conll, twocaption.gold conll, fivecaption.gold conll

from train file. The total instances number is 3177.

Follows from train data generation, I obtained two types of image features for the dataset:

whole image embedding and bounding box features for objects in each image. I generated the whole

image embedding with ResNet-101 pytorch. I obtained bounding box features of the Flickr30k

dataset from Abhidip, too. Those images and the text file combinations follow the description in

train data generation 3.2 to form the test data for my three models (baseline, alignment-based

SRL, attention-based SRL).

Finally, since the train data generated automatically might be missing some labels as some

3 Since the annotation follows CoNLL format, I converted it to BIO tagging format with a script (which is provided
in the annotation folder I obtained).
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labels are rarely showing up in the training set. To keep train data and test data consistent in

terms of semantic roles that exist in both datasets, I removed the sentences from the test set that

has a semantic role label within this set 3.2. After the process, the total number of available test

data is 3127. 3.3 shows the final available labels in the train, val, and test dataset.

{’ARGM -PRR ’, ’C-V’}

Listing 3.2: The instances containing these labels are removed from flickr evaluation dataset

{’ARG1’, ’ARG2’, ’V’, ’ARG0’, ’ARGM -LOC ’, ’ARGM -TMP ’, ’ARGM -MNR ’, ’

ARGM -DIR ’, ’ARGM -ADV ’, ’ARGM -PRD ’, ’ARGM -PRP ’, ’R-ARG1’, ’R-ARG0

’, ’ARGM -COM ’, ’C-ARG1’, ’ARG3’, ’ARG4’, ’ARGM -ADJ ’, ’ARGM -GOL ’,

’ARGM -MOD ’, ’ARGM -EXT ’, ’ARGM -NEG ’, ’ARGM -PNC ’, ’R-ARG2’, ’R-

ARGM -LOC ’, ’ARGM -CAU ’, ’ARGM -DIS ’, ’C-ARG0’, ’C-ARG2’, ’ARGM -REC

’, ’R-ARGM -MOD ’, ’ARGM -LVB ’, ’R-ARGM -TMP ’, ’ARGM -PRR ’, ’R-ARGM -

MNR ’}

Listing 3.3: The semantic role label vocabulary in train, val, and test data



Chapter 4

Model Description

In this chapter, I will describe my experiments, my model design, my hypotheses of the

result of experiments. And present my results along with the analysis I have performed. My goal

of experiments is to investigate the following questions:

• Could image information be helpful for SRL?

• How to capture the connection between two modalities (vision and language) to help SRL?

• If the image does provide help in SRL, in what way image information might be beneficial?

My experiments consist of three models: text SRL model (t-SRL), which serve as the baseline;

alignment SRL model (al-SRL), which utilize a novel alignment function to align image embedding

with corresponding captions; And finally, attention SRL model (at-SRL), which allows the SRL

model access to the bounding box features of images during inference, and adjust its attention

mechanism as required.

Because of the novelty of this thesis project, the datasets I used, as described in 3 are

automatically generated or obtained from currently on-going annotation projects here at CU. Also,

as described in 3, the input data for those three models are quite different. Namely, for t-SRL, the

only input is the sentences and its SRLs in BIO tagging format; for al-SRL, the input is the sentence

annotated with semantic role labels combined with the whole image embedding as described before;

Then for at-SRL, the input is the sentence with semantic roles labels combined with the object

bounding box features (the embedding for each bounding box, along with the coordinates for each
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bounding box). Even though the input data for each model is quite different, the text input is all

the same set of image captions (though the format might be a little different, since at-SRL and

t-SRL were developed before Flickr dataset is obtained, therefore, the Datareaders are different).

Moreover, arguably, al-SRL model and at-SRL model, although they provide the capability of

inducing image information, the information quality is quite different. For al-SRL, the input image

feature is the image embedding for the whole image, whereas, for the at-SRL model, the image

feature incorporated is the 36 bounding box embeddings along with their coordinates.

4.1 Text Model

The text model I use here is an implementation of [He et al., 2017]. It is one of the first work

that investigates the possibilities of end-to-end training for SRL. The implementation is included

in Allennlp. It consists of several key model structures that I will elaborate in detail: Bidirectional

Long short term memory network, highway connections, and decoding. Nevertheless, first, I will

give a formal formulation of the task.

4.1.1 Task Formulation

The task is to predict a tag sequence t given a pair of sentence predicate pair (s, v). ti ∈ t ,

and t is transformed into BIO format in advance, namely: For beginning word and inside words

of a span of role r, Br, and Ir are assigned respectively, words outside any role spans are assigned

with O. In practice, each token is represented by a word embedding, and it is concatenated with

a binary embedding which indicate if the current word is a verb. The BiLSTM, (t-SRL) model is

shown in Figure 4.1 Specifically, the prediction of tag sequence t of a sentence s is obtained by:

tp = argmaxt∈T f(s, t) (4.1)

The loss of BiLSTM is defined as:

lstm loss = −
n∑
i

log p(ti|s) (4.2)

(4.2) is sequence cross entropy, n is the length of the tag sequence
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Figure 4.1: 3 layer BiLSTM with highway connections, pink arrow denotes the highway connection;
the red boxes are the gates that control the integration of highway knowledge and hidden states.

4.1.2 BiLSTM

Long short term memory network is a variant of recurrent neural network (RNN); it tries

to address the problem that long-term dependencies are hard to catch by RNNs. For example,

in a language modeling task, where the goal is to predict the next word according to previous

information, a text could be “Mike is a professional writer ... Mike spends most time of his day
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doing [some action to predict].” If we do not consider the context of the whole text, then the

[to-be-predict] could be anything categorized as an action. However, if our model could capture the

long-term dependencies, it will utilize the fact that Mike is a writer to infer that the action here is

very likely to be writing.

The LSTM is built based on RNN, for RNN, it takes one input (a feature vector, for NLP

tasks it is typically a word embedding) at a time, computes a linear transformation followed by a

non-linear function to form a hidden state, then the current output is computed by apply another

linear transformation followed by a softmax function. Start from the second time step, the hidden

state computed from last time step is also feed into the computation step of new hidden state. (but

really what happens in the start time step, a dummy initial hidden state is served to compute the

first hidden state) the last hidden state is applied a linear transformation categorized by a distinct

parameter matrix and the result is added to the linearly transformed input embedding, also a bias

term is added. Following is the math formulation (4.3) of what I just described:

at = b1 +Wht−1 + Uxt

ht = tanh at

ot = b2 + V ht

yt = softmax(ot)

(4.3)

Here, h represents the hidden state, y is the output state, a and o are intermediate state for comput-

ing hidden state and output state. t stands for the current time step. W is the parameter matrix

linear transformation of last hidden states, U is the parameter matrix for linear transformation of

current input, V is the parameter matrix for applying linear transformation on the hidden state.

b1 and b2 are bias terms, they along with W, V, U can be optimized (learned) through gradient

descent or its variant.

The LSTM, [Hochreiter and Schmidhuber, 1997] uses some tricks to prevent long-term depen-

dency problem. The most important one is cell state. It supposed to be a flow of information that

the current process could use its information, add information to it, forgets some information as
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necessary, and passed it to the next time step. The adding and forgetting process is made possible

based on “gate”, which is a composed of a sigmoid layer and a point-wise multiplication that could

decide a number between 0 and 1 as needed, and multiply it to current information flow to be able

to achieve adding and forgetting.

The first step computes the gate value of how much information we want to forget on the

cell state. The computing of this process is performed on the concatenation of input data and the

last hidden states. Then another gate value is computed to determine how much information to

add to the cell state; also the information come from last hidden state and new input is combined

and passed through a linear transformation followed by a non-linear function(tanh) to form the

candidate values that can be added to the cell states. Next, the cell state is updated based on

the computed two gate values and the candidate value information to be added. Finally, what

information is being outputted is determined by yet another gate value computed based on the

last hidden state and input embedding. Finally, the new hidden state is updated by selecting

some information from the cell state using the last computed gate value. The process is tedious to

describe, but the essence is: the LSTM has a cell state that preserves information from the very

beginning of the process and can be updated based on previous hidden state and incoming input.

This alleviates the long-term dependency problem. The math formulation

Finally, the BiLSTM [He et al., 2017] uses a stacked LSTM that the hidden states computed

from the last layer are served as the new input for inputting into the next layer of LSTM. Also,

note here that the direction of LSTM is different for every pair of adjacent layers of LSTM. If there

are four layers of LSTM, then the first and third layers have a direction from left to right, the

direction of the second and fourth layers are from right to left.

4.1.3 Highway Connections

The depth is one of the most crucial properties of neural networks; you could catch it from

the headlines, like “deep neural network revolution”, and it has been a decisive factor for network

performance. However, it has been a known issue that deep networks are hard to train. Nowadays,
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we know that the most important reason is probably the vanishing gradient problem. A portion

of the gradient updates the parameter, and gradients of parameters of different layers need to

be multiplied together for computing new gradients for previous layers. Therefore, sometimes,

if somewhere, a gradient becomes too small, it will be used to multiply other gradients. As a

result, the overall updates on parameter become tiny. It can cause learning to be slow or even stop

altogether.

Highway connection [Srivastava et al., 2015a; Zhang et al., 2016] provides a solution by

allowing the information from input of current layer to be leaked to next layer so that deeper

networks can be trained. The “leaking” functionality is supported by a gating function like LSTM.

Highway connection gives the input and the output of the cell (obtained by passing input through a

linear transformation followed by a non-linear function) a weight , to control how much information

from input and output of the cell should be preserved respectively, the weight can be learned and

is characterised by a parameter matrix. And I present the math formula here (4.4): Highway

equations:

y = H(x,WH) (4.4a)

y = H(x,WH) · T (x,WT ) + x · C(x,WC) (4.4b)

y = H(x,WH) · (x,WT ) + x · (1− T (x,WT )) (4.4c)

y =


x if T (x,WT ) = 0,

H(x,WH) if T (x,WT ) = 1

(4.4d)

yi = Hi(x) ∗ Ti(x) + xi ∗ (1− Ti(x)) (4.4e)

(4.4a) is the original equation for the cell to compute the output from input, H is typically a

linear transformation followed by a non-linear function, x is the input, and WH is the weight matrix.

In (4.4b), T is the transform gate, and C is the carry gate; they control how much information of

output and input to pass down to the next layer, respectively. T and C are parameterized by WT

and WC , respectively. Here C is set to 1−T [Srivastava et al., 2015a] and we have (4.4c). As (4.4d)
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shows, the output of highway connection could alter between passing the original input down or

just act as a normal cell that computes linear transformation followed by a non-linear function.

And finally, in [Srivastava et al., 2015a], they introduce block state so that all existing computation

results of cells (neurons) of the current computation module is recognized as block outputs, then

pass to the next layer. In 4.4e the subscript i stands for ith block.

4.1.4 Decoding

I used Viterbi decoding [Forney, 1973] to resolve inconsistency problem of predicted BIO

formatted results, which is to reject any sequence that is not a valid BIO format, for instance,

I-AR0 without B-AR0 preceding it, or I-ARG0 preceded by B-ARG1.

4.2 Alignment Model

The alignment SRL model (al-SRL) consists of three parts, the text module, image module,

and alignment module. The text module is adapted from [He et al., 2017], which is the t-SRL I

described in 4.1. the image module is a simple feed-forward neural network; the alignment module

is realized through a triplet ranking loss function [Wang et al., 2014; Shi et al., 2019]. The task is

mostly identical to what defined in 4.1, except that for al-SRL, the whole image embedding of each

caption is ready to use during training. The overall architecture of the al-SRL is in Figure 4.2.

4.2.1 Image Module

The image feature I used for this experiment is acquired from [Shi et al., 2019], that obtained

from ResNet-101. The image module defined here is a simple feed-forward neural network and

layer norm. This module is in charge of making the dimension of image embedding to consistent

with the text embedding extracted from the final hidden states of last layer of text module, so that
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Figure 4.2: The alignment model al-SRL: it consists of three parts: image module(bottom left, blue
box), BiLSTM (bottom right), and alignment module (where the alignment loss is computed). A
sentence embedding is extracted from BiLSTM hidden states and resized image embedding to be
fed into the alignment module for computing alignment loss. Two losses are integrated to form
final loss.

alignment score can be computed.

IE = LinearTransformation(x) (4.5a)

NormalizedIE = L2LayerNorm(IE) (4.5b)

As presented in (4.5a), the image embedding x originally is a 2048 long vector, it is passed
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through a linear layer, then normalized by a l2LayerNorm module. The l2LayerNorm just normalize

the features within a sample so that the features in a sample have zero mean and unit variance;

it has been proved to be effective for training RNNs [Ba et al., 2016]. After this computation, the

image feature is ready to use for the alignment module.

4.2.2 Alignment Module

The main idea of the alignment module is to align the corresponding image and caption into

the same vector space. To achieve this, I use an alignment loss to encourage both the image part

and the text part to be aligned. My hypothesis is through the alignment of two modalities, the

image information could be indirectly leaked to text part, so that the final SRL prediction could

utilize information from both channels.

The alignment module consists of a score function that computes the distance between image

embedding and sentence embedding, it is characterized by a parameter matrix Θ, which is the linear

module we used in the image module 4.2.1. The final hidden state of last layer of BiLSTM described

above is extracted as sentence embedding. Then based on the score function, a loss function is built

to encourage corresponding image and caption to be align together in vector space. Here is the

math formula of my alignment module:

m(s,v; Θ) = cosine(s,Θv) (4.6)

L(v, s) =
∑
i,k 6=i,k

[m(sk, vi)−m(si, vi) + δ]+

+
∑
i,k 6=i

[m(si, vk)−m(si, vi) + δ]+

(4.7)

In equation (4.6), s represents the sentence embedding described before. v is the whole

image embedding obtained. Θ gives the score function the ability to first convert image embedding

to the same dimension as the sentence embedding. Most importantly, it allows the parameter

matrix to learn from the alignment encouraging signal from 4.7 (triplet ranking loss). In equation

4.7, δ denotes the margin parameter of the triplet function. The first part of the triplet function
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encourages the embedding of image i vi to be aligned with sentence embedding of captions that

corresponding to image i. It discourages embedding of image i vi to be aligned with sentence

embeddings of other captions represented by sk. Moreover, the alignment score between embedding

of image i vi and sentence embedding of caption i si should be larger than the alignment score

between image i vi and caption k sk by a margin of δ. The second part of the equation 4.7

encourages the same thing, that alignment between the embedding of image i vi and sentence

embedding of caption i si. Nevertheless, it discourages the different thing: The alignment between

other image k vk and caption i si, and this should be smaller than the alignment between image i

and caption i by a margin of δ.

4.2.3 Loss

The loss function consists of two parts, the t-SRL loss defined in 4.2 and the triplet randing

loss described in 4.7. A hyperparameter λ is used for integrating those two loss functions:

loss = (1− λ) · lstm loss+ λ · triplet ranking loss (4.8)

4.3 Attention Model

The attention model (at-SRL) integrates between t-SRL and an attention module. The at-

tention module could choose to pay attention to certain bounding box features by responding to

certain time steps’ predication needs on certain hidden states. It will compute a context vector

representing current attention information for each hidden state computed from BiLSTM. The com-

puted context vectors are concatenated to their corresponding hidden states, respectively, passed

to a linear layer followed by a softmax function to compute the logits needed for the loss function.

The loss function for the attention model here is identical to the description in 4.2, which is a

standard sequence cross-entropy loss. For a visual description, see 4.3. This model is quite straight

forward, and yet, it consumes the bounding box features, and it is reasonable to believe that this
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type of image feature contains fine-grained information compared to the whole image embedding.

4.3.1 Attention Module

The attention module I used here, is a standard linear matrix attention. To compute the

bounding box feature vector, bounding box vector and bounding box coordinate are concatenated.

And it is passed to the image module as describe in 4.2.1. For each combination of bounding box

feature vector vi and hidden state of BiLSTM hj , the computation of the attention weights are in

4.9a

ai,j = W T (vi;hj) + b (4.9a)

ai,j =
exp(ai,j)∑
i exp(ai,j)

(4.9b)

“;” in equation (4.9a) denotes the concatenation of two vectors, W here is a weight vector

for compute the attention weights. The ai,j computed is normalized across each bounding boxes by

passing through a softmax function (4.9b). Having computed attention scores for all combinations,

the context vector cj can be computed as follows:

cj =
∑
i

ai,j · hj (4.10)

4.4 Training Setup

In this section, I will present my training parameters. I trained all three models for 20 epochs,

the optimizer used is Adadelta [Zeiler, 2012], ε and ρ is set as 1e− 6, 0.95 respectively follows from

[He et al., 2017], and initial learning rate is set to 1.0. the mini-batch size is set to 80. The gradient

is clipped at 1. I use recurrent dropout [Gal and Ghahramani, 2015] for all three models, and the

recurrent dropout probability is set to 0.1. The weight matrices in BiLSTM in all three models are

initialized by random orthonormal matrices, follow from [Saxe et al., 2013], the weight matrices

in image modules in al-SRL and at-SRL, along with weight matrix in attention module 4.3.1 are

initialized with Xavier initialization [Glorot and Bengio, 2010]. All three models are trained with

1 RTX 2080.
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The word embedding is initialized with GloVe 100-d vectors trained on 6B tokens [Pennington

et al., 2014], and the embedding is set to be trainable. Out-of-domain vocabularies are initialized

with a randomly generated embedding. All tokens are converted to lowercase before training.

For all three models, the input of BiLSTM is 200-dimensional vectors (100 for word embed-

ding, and 100 for the verb indicator embedding), the hidden size is 300.

For al-SRL and at-SRL, there are some model-specific hyperparameters. The λ of al-SRL is

set to 0.2. The feed-forward layer in the image module of al-SRL has an input size of 2048 and

an output size of 300. The image module of at-SRL has an input size of 2052 (embedding size +

coordinate size) and an output size of 300.
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Figure 4.3: The attention module: the initial layers of text part are identical to t-SRL4.1. Bounding
box features are obtained by passing the concatenation of bounding box vector and coordinates to
the image module, as described in 4.2.1. Then context vector is computed for each hidden state
by attention module. Finally, the context vectors and hidden states are concatenated together to
make final predication.



Chapter 5

Results and Analysis

5.1 Results

As previously addressed in Chapter 3, the train, validation datasets of this task are auto-

matically generated, and the original data is the MSCOCO dataset. The test data available is

annotated by humans, but it is built based on the Flickr30k dataset. Since it is only reasonable to

evaluate the prediction of model outputs against ground truth. All three models are evaluated on

the Flickr30k test set. I use t-SRL as the baseline model. The results of comparing with baseline

should reveal:

(1) The effectiveness of the other two models on the SRL task.

(2) The robustness of all three models when evaluating on data that come from a domain

different with training data.

The models are evaluated by the Perl script srl-eval.pl included in CoNLL2005. Each model

is trained for 5 times with different random initialization. Table 5.2, 5.3, 5.4 gives the resulting

metrics of t-SRL, al-SRL, at-SRL respectively, based on precision, recall and F1-score, the results

given here and all trained with the same random seed so that the comparison is reasonable. Table

5.1 presents the average scores overall 5 different training instances and the standard deviation

across 5 training instances of each model.

From 5.1, we could see among three models, at-SRL consistently performs better on overall

recall, precision, F1 compared to the other two models. Notably, it shows that our at-SRL model



34

is at least comparable to t-SRL, the pure text model, but al-SRL is inferior compared to the other

two models. Also, from the standard deviation reported in 5.1, we could see all three models are

stable with respect to different random initializations. Among them, t-SRL and at-SRL are more

stable than al-SRL.

Table 5.1: This table gives the average precision, recall and F1 over five training instances with dif-
ferent random initialization for t-SRL, al-SRL, at-SRL. In side the brackets, the standard deviation
across 5 training instances is reported

Model Precision Recall F1

t-SRL 74.8% (±0.27) 75.3% (±0.50) 75.0 (±0.32)
al-SRL 73.9% (±0.65) 74.8% (±0.48) 74.3 (±0.57)
at-SRL 75.1% (±0.44) 75.6% (±0.36) 75.3 (±0.32)

5.2 Analysis

As we saw in results 5.1. The at-SRL seems to surpass the other two models by a reasonable

margin. Therefore, in this section, I will do some analysis centers around the at-SRL model.

specifically, I will present the ablation analysis, the comparison analysis of before and after decoding

results for all three models.

5.2.1 Ablation

For ablation analysis, it is only reasonable to analyze each module’s contribution if the input

data are the same. I focus on the analysis of at-SRL, for the same reason described in 5.2. Table

5.5 presents the F1, recall, precision of at-SRL, at-SRL with no highway connection, and at-SRL

without decoding. All models presented in the table used the same random seed for the initialization

of parameters. Moreover, for each ablation experiment, only one module is removed to show the

performance difference of with/without that module.

We could see from 5.5, that without attention module, that is t-SRL, F1 dropped by 0.91,

without highway connection, F1 dropped by 2.17, without decoding, F1 dropped by 2.23. Therefore,

from ablation analysis, we could conclude that decoding and highway connection contribute most
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Table 5.2: This table gives the precision, recall, and f1 for each semantic role label, along with
overall score for t-SRL model results (This is not a complete table)

Precision Recall Fβ=1

Overall 74.53% 74.77% 74.65

ARG0 84.29% 88.59% 86.38
ARG1 77.30% 83.21% 80.14
ARG2 74.89% 63.53% 68.75
ARG3 33.33% 13.04% 18.75
ARGM-ADV 49.07% 41.15% 44.76
ARGM-DIR 52.00% 59.09% 55.32
ARGM-GOL 12.50% 6.25% 8.33
ARGM-LOC 65.71% 71.51% 68.49
ARGM-MNR 44.30% 52.63% 48.11
ARGM-TMP 70.18% 73.21% 71.66

to the model performance, but the attention module is also important.

5.2.2 Confusion Matrix

Here, I present the confusion matrix of three models in table 5.1, table 5.2, table 5.3. The

confusion matrix presented here is a subset of high frequent semantic role labels of the complete

matrix (for illustration purpose).

Overall, Table 5.1, table 5.2, table 5.3 gives the confusion matrix for t-SRL, al-SRL, at-SRL

respectively, and we could see, for t-SRL, ARG0 and ARG1 confuses with each other. This might

happen since many inanimates are involved in the event of an image described by a caption, which

might lead to a higher probability of confusion between ARG0 and ARG1, as described in [Bonial

et al., 2012]. Also, for t-SRL, ARG2 confuses with ARG1, DIR, LOC. [He et al., 2017] pointed out

that ARG2 and LOC, DIR could be easily confused, as many verb frames use ARG2 to represent

location and direction; ADV confuses with MNR, TMP quite often, it is reasonable since they

are all modifiers to describe how an action is performed; LOC confuses with ARG2 a lot, for the

same reason of confusing ARG2 with LOC and DIR. For al-SRL, it also confuses between ARG1

and ARG0, and ARG2 confuses with ARG1, DIR, LOC; ADV confuses with MNR and TMP, also

LOC confuses with ARG2, DIR, and MNR. Then, for at-SRL, ARG1 and ARG0 are confusing,
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Table 5.3: This table gives the precision, recall, and f1 for each semantic role label, along with
overall score for al-SRL model results (This is not a complete table)

Precision Recall Fβ=1

Overall 72.71% 73.94% 73.32

ARG0 83.81% 88.47% 86.08
ARG1 76.98% 82.29% 79.54
ARG2 70.54% 60.90% 65.37
ARG3 28.57% 8.70% 13.33
ARGM-ADV 41.03% 33.33% 36.78
ARGM-DIR 50.00% 66.67% 57.14
ARGM-GOL 25.00% 12.50% 16.67
ARGM-LOC 61.73% 69.67% 65.46
ARGM-MNR 40.34% 53.38% 45.95
ARGM-TMP 67.69% 74.16% 70.78

ARG2 largely confuses with DIR and LOC; ADV confuses with MNR and TMP, LOC confuses

with ARG2.

Through comparisons across confusion matrices as well as from 5.4 and 5.5, we could observe

that for at-SRL vs. t-SRL, at-SRL tends to make fewer confusions of LOC with ARG2, also less

confuse TMP with ADV, and less confuse ARG0 with ARG1.5.4 However, at-SRL confuses more of

MNR with LOC, ARG2 with LOC. The conjecture here is that the at-SRL model tends to correctly

label location related entities as location information is rich in image, so at-SRL might effectively

utilize that information from the image. However, then, since ARG2 is known to be easily confused

with LOC, DIR [He et al., 2017], with more location information induced, it might become more

difficult not to confuse ARG2 with LOC. al-SRL performs worse than baseline consistently as

presented in 5.1, and this is testified by comparing between the confusion matrix of t-SRL and

al-SRL, although there is some variance for each specific label comparison, it is reasonable to say

that al-SRL consistently confuses semantic role labels more severe than t-SRL.

5.2.3 Attention and Decoding

In this section, I compare the resulted prediction with and without decoding for all three

models. My hypothesis is that due to the induced information from the image, the decoding step is
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Table 5.4: This table gives the precision, recall, and f1 for each semantic role label, along with
overall score for at-SRL model results (This is not a complete table)

Precision Recall Fβ=1

Overall 75.64% 75.47% 75.56

ARG0 85.62% 89.34% 87.44
ARG1 80.08% 84.59% 82.27
ARG2 74.70% 61.78% 67.63
ARG3 8.33% 4.35% 5.71
ARGM-ADV 52.76% 34.90% 42.01
ARGM-DIR 51.05% 61.11% 55.63
ARGM-GOL 33.33% 12.50% 18.18
ARGM-LOC 65.22% 74.82% 69.69
ARGM-MNR 42.18% 46.62% 44.29
ARGM-TMP 70.26% 77.99% 73.92

less necessary for at-SRL and al-SRL than t-SRL since the induced information might help resolve

some inconsistencies.

For with and without decoding comparison, first, note here, for results with decoding, the

consistency problem across labels are mostly resolved by decoding module, for example, the error

’B-ARGM-LOC’ followed by ’I-ARGM-TMP’ will not exist in the results after decoding. I want

to look for here: Without decoding module explicitly solving the inconsistency problem, how much

could the models perform worse, could at-SRL and al-SRL address this problem better due to

external image information? For this analysis, we need to focus on the reported scores, as previously

mentioned, the decrease of confusion matrix might just due to not taking into account of inconsistent

results; therefore, we mainly look at the reported scores and propose some conjectures. In table

5.9. The performance drop with decoder removed for three models are reported, and we could see,

although after removing the decoder, at-SRL do drop less than other two models, the performance

drop is not significant, so it is not valid enough to say that inducing image information with

attention module could help resolve inconsistency problem.

From cross confusion matrix comparison between the without decoding confusion metrics,

we could come to the same conclusion described in 5.2.2, that for t-SRL vs. al-SRL, al-SRL

consistently performs worse by confusing more of most of the semantic role labels with others.
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Table 5.5: This table gives the result of ablation, involved models are the baseline model t-SRL,
at-SRL, at-SRL without highway connection (no hi), and at-SRL without decoding (no decoding),
the precision, recall and F1 for each model is reported. The number in brackets represent the F1
drop compared to at-SRL

Model Precision Recall F1

t-SRL (no attention) 74.53% 74.77% 74.65 (-0.91)
at-SRL 75.64% 75.47% 75.56
at-SRL (no hi) 71.83% 75.01% 73.39 (-2.17)
at-SRL (no decoding) 72.02% 74.69% 73.33 (-2.23)

Moreover, for t-SRL vs. at-SRL, similarly, I found at-SRL confuses less of LOC with ARG2, and

less of TMP with ADV, this means, the less confusion of at-SRL than t-SRL, is not due to the

decoding module, but due to the superiority of the at-SRL, the image information incorporation

with attention module.
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Table 5.6: This table gives the precision, recall and F1 score with respect to individual semantic
role labels as well as overall results for t-SRL. It is the computed based on the predicted results
without decoding (it is not a complete table)

Precision Recall Fβ=1

Overall 70.53% 73.90% 72.17

ARG0 83.14% 88.30% 85.64
ARG1 74.97% 82.86% 78.72
ARG2 71.09% 63.16% 66.89
ARG3 33.33% 13.04% 18.75
ARGM-ADV 33.03% 37.50% 35.12
ARGM-DIR 47.92% 58.08% 52.51
ARGM-GOL 9.09% 6.25% 7.41
ARGM-LOC 61.40% 69.30% 65.11
ARGM-MNR 36.26% 49.62% 41.90
ARGM-TMP 59.75% 68.90% 64.00

Table 5.7: This table gives the precision, recall and F1 score with respect to individual semantic
role labels as well as overall results for al-SRL. It is the computed based on the predicted results
without decoding (it is not a complete table)

Precision Recall Fβ=1

Overall 67.74% 72.77% 70.17

ARG0 82.42% 88.01% 85.12
ARG1 73.56% 81.60% 77.37
ARG2 64.95% 59.90% 62.32
ARG3 22.22% 8.70% 12.50
ARGM-ADV 28.99% 31.25% 30.08
ARGM-DIR 43.16% 62.12% 50.93
ARGM-GOL 18.18% 12.50% 14.81
ARGM-LOC 57.10% 68.01% 62.08
ARGM-MNR 32.35% 49.62% 39.17
ARGM-TMP 54.89% 69.86% 61.47
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Figure 5.1: The confusion matrix for t-SRL, (note it is a simplified version of complete confusion
matrix. Darker color denotes more mistakes, each celli,j represents should be label i, but predicted
as label j
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Figure 5.2: The confusion matrix for al-SRL, (note it is a simplified version of complete confusion
matrix. Darker color denotes more mistakes, each celli,j represents should be label i, but predicted
as label j
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Figure 5.3: The confusion matrix for at-SRL. (note it is a simplified version of the complete
confusion matrix.) Darker color denotes more mistakes, each celli,j represents should be label i,
but predicted as label j
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Figure 5.4: This heatmap represents the confusion difference between t-SRL and at-SRL without
decoding. It is computed by subtracting the confusion matrix of at-SRL (no decoding) from t-
SRL (no decoding). Blue color represents the confusion decrease for at-SRL compared with t-
SRL; for example, cellLOC,ARG2 represents at-SRL is less confused about LOC with ARG2 by 11.
Furthermore, red color means the confusion increase for at-SRL compared with t-SRL.
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Figure 5.5: This heatmap represents the confusion difference between t-SRL and at-SRL with
decoding. It is computed by subtracting the confusion matrix of at-SRL from t-SRL. Blue color
represents the confusion decrease for at-SRL compared with t-SRL; for example, cellLOC,ARG2

represents at-SRL is less confused about LOC with ARG2 by 14. Furthermore, red color means
the confusion increase for at-SRL compared with t-SRL.
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Table 5.8: This table gives the precision, recall and F1 score with respect to individual semantic
role labels as well as overall results for at-SRL. It is the computed based on the predicted results
without decoding (it is not a complete table)

Precision Recall Fβ=1

Overall 72.02% 74.69% 73.33

ARG0 84.40% 89.05% 86.66
ARG1 77.70% 84.53% 80.97
ARG2 70.10% 60.53% 64.96
ARG3 6.25% 4.35% 5.13
ARGM-ADV 42.07% 31.77% 36.20
ARGM-DIR 47.58% 59.60% 52.91
ARGM-GOL 16.67% 12.50% 14.29
ARGM-LOC 60.95% 73.16% 66.50
ARGM-MNR 36.42% 44.36% 40.00
ARGM-TMP 65.57% 76.56% 70.64

Table 5.9: Performance drop without decoder on precision, recall, F-1, for t-SRL, al-SRL, and
at-SRL

Performance drop Precision Recall F1

t-SRL 4% 0.87% 2.48
al-SRL 4.97% 1.17% 3.15
at-SRL 3.62% 0.78% 2.23
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Figure 5.6: The confusion matrix for t-SRL without decoding, (note it is a simplified version of
complete confusion matrix. Darker color denotes more mistakes, each celli,j represents should be
label i, but predicted as label j
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Figure 5.7: The confusion matrix for al-SRL without decoding, (note it is a simplified version of
complete confusion matrix. Darker color denotes more mistakes, each celli,j represents should be
label i, but predicted as label j
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Figure 5.8: The confusion matrix for at-SRL without decoding, (note it is a simplified version of
complete confusion matrix. Darker color denotes more mistakes, each celli,j represents should be
label i, but predicted as label j



Chapter 6

Conclusion and Future Work

This chapter concludes with a discussion of the results and further analysis that points to

future directions.

6.1 Conclusion

This thesis presents three models that test the effectiveness of two ways of building mul-

timodal representation towards incorporating image information into the SRL system. I created

and obtained novel datasets for training and evaluation of SRL models. In addition, the model

is evaluated on the out-of-domain dataset. I reported the results for t-SRL, al-SRL, at-SRL, and

analyzed to compare across the performance of three models, and investigated how at-SRL achieved

its performance. Specifically, first, from 5.1, we saw that at-SRL performs better than or at least

comparable with the baseline t-SRL, and al-SRL performs consistently inferior to t-SRL or al-

SRL. From ablation analysis 5.2.1, we saw the highway connection, decoder, contribute most to

the at-SRL performance, but attention module also brought about 0.91 F1 increasing. Through

comparing across confusion matrix, at-SRL show its superiority in that it confuses much less of

LOC with ARG2, also confuses less of TMP with ADV compared with t-SRL. Then, combining

the results from both reported metrics scores, the al-SRL is inferior among the three models. The

attention module does not help resolve the inconsistency problem of BIO-tagging from current

results from the results of the current experiment. 5.2.3
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6.2 Future Work

The benefits of incorporating image information could be observed for at-SRL. Through

analysis, at-SRL shows its superiority by confusing LOC less with ARG2. It tends to be more

sensitive to location-related entities (therefore, label them correctly), which could be an important

property of the proposed model as ARG2 is often confused with LOC and DIR in SRL systems, as

pointed out by [He et al., 2017]. However, at the same time, with more location-related information,

the model tends to confuse more of ARG2 and MNR with LOC. Therefore, one possibility for future

work is to investigate why the phenomenon happens, and how to suppress the at-SRL’s inclination

to label ARG2, MNR with LOC. Also, I would like to: increase the training data size; currently, I

am using the MSCOCO split defined in [Karpathy and Fei-Fei, 2017], but scale up the dataset is

possible. Also, I would like to try the newly developed co-attention mechanism as well as use the

transformer model to capture long-term dependency better. For al-SRL model, as described before,

I believe the performance drop is largely due to the integrated loss function, next step, I would

try to align image and caption implicitly without incorporating alignment loss directly into the

objective function, also, develop a new model design for alignment model to utilize the bounding

box features and align the objects with entities in the caption.

Currently1 , limited by computing resources I have access to, each experiment instance is

trained for 20 epochs, which is not sufficient enough comparing with reported experiment settings

from some recent papers. They typically train the model for hundreds of epochs. Especially consid-

ering our at-SRL and al-SRL takes image data rather than just text, the model could require more

training epoch to converge eventually. So it would be reasonable to expect that training for more

epochs would bring about new insights and more robust results. Besides, this thesis project takes

a unique training and evaluation combination: 1. the training dataset and evaluation dataset are

coming from different data distributions. 2. The training dataset is automatically generated, and

the evaluation dataset is ground truth dataset. To further investigate this experiment procedure,

1 Many thanks to Professor James Martin, Professor Martha Palmer, Professor Chenhao Tan
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a future direction could be controlling the amount of training dataset and analyze the relation-

ship between the amount of auto-generated training dataset and the effectiveness of the model

(measured by model performance). Finally, the assumption for this thesis project is that syntactic

information could be extracted from the image. However, what type of syntactic information exists

in image information? Currently, based on the analysis given above, I believe the spatial related

information, like “LOC”, “DIR”, also the temporal information like “TMP” might be available

in the image. Therefore, one assumption is that the static image contains the type of syntactic

information that we could observe, but to induce the part of the information that depends on the

interaction between entities, like “ARG0”, “ARG1”. We need to incorporate the “interaction” into

our information resources, videos might be a possible resource. Furthermore, for the information

that mostly resides in our mind, like syntactic information related to “goal”, “intent”. It requires

a higher level of information understanding, so that we could obtain commonsense knowledge,

and make causal inference; it requires more effective representation of our multimodal information

resources, more data, even new tasks for encouraging models to acquire such capacity.
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