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Institute for Historical Studies — Monday, November 8, 2021

Notes from the Director

“The Eyes of Texas” is such a controversial school song that last year the President of UT established a committee to investigate the origins
of the song and its evolution over time. The Committee concluded that the song did not have explicit, obvious racist origins. Recently in a
series of detailed archival studies, Professor Alberto A. Martinez argued that the committee drew too heavily on the testimony of an utterly
unreliable witness who participated in the creation of the song. This panel will convene to discuss whether the Presidential Committee got

the history of the origins of the song right. ~ Jorge Cafizares-Esguerra
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Featuring Historians:

e Dr. H. W. Brands
Professor; Jack S. Blanton Sr. Chair in History
The University of Texas at Austin
e Dr. Dwonna Naomi Goldstone
Associate Professor of History, and
Director, African American Studies Program
Texas State University
e Dr. Alberto A. Martinez
Professor of History, and Director, History and Philosophy of Science
The University of Texas at Austin



e Dr. Jorge Cafizares-Esguerra
Alice Drysdale Sheffield Professor of History; and Director, Institute for Historical Studies,
The University of Texas at Austin

e Dr. Edmund T. Gordon
Vice Provost for Diversity, Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost; Executive Director of Commemorative and

Contextualization Projects; Associate Professor, African and African Diaspora Studies and John L Warfield Center for African and
African American Studies,
The University of Texas at Austin

The views and opinions expressed in this article or video are those of the individual author(s) or presenter(s) and do not necessarily reflect
the policy or views of the editors at Not Even Past, the UT Department of History, the University of Texas at Austin, or the UT System Board of
Regents. Not Even Past is an online public history magazine rather than a peer-reviewed academic journal. While we make efforts to ensure
that factual information in articles was obtained from reliable sources, Not Even Past is not responsible for any errors or omissions.
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More Institute for Historical Studies, Watch & Listen

is produced by

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN
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And our READERS
Teaching about Colonial Latin America through Objects
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