B R FRFBFESRE F 1325 (2003) 11~21

B|E/— b

FRiCATRE/C R 2 & ZHAIBAEICRA D D BURAR (1)

JE B /4

2002410 H 8 B A

Agricultural Policy for Sustainable Agriculture and
Multifunctionality (part 1)

Yukio HIROMASA

Summary

In this paper, we discuss the logic of an agricultural policy for sustainable development and
multifunctionality. The concept of sustainable agriculture is examined according to the definition of
sustainable development. Two points are very important. One is to consider the equity of both
inter-generation and intra-generation. It is very difficult for the public to reach an agreement and for
the government to carry out a policy for it because the opinion of future generations is not known. The
other is economic efficiency. Efficiency is performed by market mechanisms only if all externality is
internalized. The internalized measures of the policies depend on the distribution of property rights.
But it is difficult to belong the property rights to among economic agents.

Concerning Japan and the EU, the recognition of the relationship between agriculture and the
environment is different. That difference is whether the influence of agriculture to the environment is
good or bad. In the EU Agriculture has been a bad influence and public has criticized. So the
agri-environmental policy is considered logically and carried out more adequately than in Japan. The
concepts and thinking of multifunctionality are different as well.
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