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— Abstract —

A Comprehensive Study of the ‘‘Jobodain Temple Documents”

FUKUDA Eijiro

This is an interim report about the study of the “Jobodain Temple Documents.” The Jobodain
Temple is a short name for the Jakushosan Enjoji Jobodain Temple that was allegedly founded by
Saicho, Denkyo Taishi (Great Teacher Who Transmits the Teachings), and is situated at present-day
Kashiwabara, Santo town of Sakata county in Shiga prefecture. This temple was one of the temples
called “Dangisho” (Place for Discussion) of the Tendai sect of Buddhism where pursuit of learning
was valued, and it flourished in the medieval period. The temple stored many treasures such as a draw-
ing of a Buddhist image of the Kamakura era, which was designated as an important cultural proper-
ty. As for written materials such as ancient documents, it held more than two thousand documents
from the medieval and pre-modern periods to the modern period, although they have not been
thoroughly analyzed.

The reprinted version of the medieval documents restored at the Jobodain Temple, which were
transcribed in 1888 (twenty-first year of the Meiji era), are displayed at the Institute for Compilation
of Historiographical Materials. The documents are consisted of twenty-one records. Subsequently,
about fifty medieval documents appeared in ““A History of Sakata County,” ““A Revised History of
Omi Sakata County”, and ‘A History of Santo Town.”” The “Jobodain Temple Documents” came to
be used in various ways in describing local histories of the region.

The “Jobodain Temple Documents” are consisted (D handed-down documents, which appeared
in the reprinted version and in the local histories, &) handed-down documents which have not been ex-
amined, @) handed-down classical books and Buddhist scriptures and the like, @ medieval documents
which are newly discovered, (& documents separately restored at the Library of Hiroshima University
and the Mitsui Archives. I was engaged in the research in all of these documents, and studied about
them comprehensively.

Consequently, (1) made bibliographical lists of each group of documents, and compiled them
chronologically in the divided three parts of the medieval documents, the pre-modern and modern
documents, and classical books and Buddhist scriptures. (2) I made the transcribed manuscripts of all
the medieval documents. (3)I made the transcribed manuscripts judicially selected from the docu-
ments of the pre-modern and modern periods and from the classical books and Buddhist scriptures. In
this paper, I have submitted the reports of a chronological list of the medieval documents and a
chronological list of the pre-modern and modern documents iﬁ the book form. The other resuits from

the research under discussion will be published on some future occasion.
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