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different perspectives and perceptions that exist between many people about climate
change, including Inuit, scientists, industry, government, and media, and the need to
bring diverse people together in partnership. In a separate essay that follows by Ross
Virginia, Kenneth Yalowitz, and Igor Krupnik, the message of partnership is also
present. This short essay describes the links of the Thin Ice exhibition to the
International Polar Year, the efforts of the exhibition to explore the different
perceptions and culture of scientific versus Inuit understanding of climate change, and
provides a brief description of the rapid changes the Arctic faces today in environment,
society, and governance. A short piece by William Fitzhugh then follows as a sort of
memoir-style celebration of Dartmouth College and lastly, Kenneth Woodward
provides a very detailed account of the history of Dartmouth’s northern collections, and
how, when and from whom they came to be acquired.

Almost half the book, these first 30 pages are fairly disjointed and seem to stand on
their own. They give the feel of a (too) long introduction and acknowledgement
section. As a catalogue to an exhibition, all of these acknowledgements and details may
be important, but one is drawn in by the title, implying that some kind of analysis or
story is to be found. We seem to arrive there with Stuckenberger’s section entitled,
“Thin Ice: Inuit Life and Climate Change.” In the main essay of the book,
Stuckenberger provides an overview of weather and climate in Inuit life. Her focus on
weather and climate as integral parts of Inuit culture, cosmology, and worldview are
refreshing at a time when Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit (Inuit knowledge) is often dissected
into narrow observations of the environment. Stuckenberger reminds us of the many
ways Inuit are “intimately tied to the climate and environment”—a statement often
made, but often-times not adequately explored as Stuckenberger does in this section.
The essay is well illustrated with photos from Stuckenberger’s own fieldwork and she
also makes reference to plates in the book’s photo catalogue that depict various pieces
in the exhibition. For the most part, the objects help illustrate a point or provide
supporting information (e.g., catalogue no. 5, a 1976 lithograph from Cape Dorset
entitled “The Seasons,” helps enhance Stuckenberger’s discussion of the Inuit seasonal
cycle). Some connections are weak or not clear, however, such as a discussion of
modern Inuit still preferring traditional ways of life (p. 37) and the link to a photo of a
caribou suit (cat. no. 45).

The last part of the book is the catalogue itself, where 66 items from the exhibition
appear in colour plates with annotations. In some ways the most interesting part of the
book, the annotations are short and informative and help to explain the use and
meaning of different tools and objects. My only criticism of the catalogue is an absence
of any scale, as it was difficult to imagine how large or small some objects might be.
Also in this section is a short essay by Stuckenberger and Erik Lambert entitled, “Being
Hunter-Being Game-Being Social” that describes social life, camp life, and activities
according to seasons. As in Stuckenberger’s earlier essay, links are made to specific
objects in the exhibition catalogue that enrich the story for the most part.

Taken together, Thin Ice does a good job of describing and illustrating the

relationship Inuit have with their environment, how Inuit use their environment, and
how Inuit life changes with seasonal weather. What is not strong or clear, however, is
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