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Self-Study Inquiry in Learning Preference & Differentiation

By: Jaclyn Morrison and Genevieve Zachas
lllinois Wesleyan University Department of Educational Studies

Research Questions
1. How does an awareness of student learning styles affect teacher lesson planning and the development of different activities
and teaching methods?
2. How can a teacher simultaneously engage students with a wide variety of ability levels in the same classroom?

Genevieve’s Classroom: Differentiated Instruction
Methodology:

Genevieve used students’ assignments from the first unit to
diagnose their ability levels. She then created a unit that
incorporated effective differentiation strategies such as offering
options and using open-ended questions.

Jaclyn’s Classroom: Learning Styles

Methodology:

Students completed a learning style inventory. Then, Jaclyn
used this information to tailor her lessons to students’ visual,
auditory, and kinesthetic learning preferences. She
implemented a variety of activities to meet their needs.

Learning Style Inventory
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Two bunnies created by students to
represent Lennie from Of Mice and Men.

Preliminary Findings
Our teaching was greatly influenced by
our awareness of both the students’
learning preferences and ability levels.
Through implementing a variety of
individualized activities and assighments,
students were more engaged, seemed to
enjoy the class more, and enhanced their
achievement.
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