
Illinois Wesleyan University
Digital Commons @ IWU

John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference 2014, 25th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 11th, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Tech-Talk: Using Technology to Teach Bilingual
Students
Erica Vrkljan
Illinois Wesleyan University

Leah Nillas, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
Part of the Education Commons

This Event is brought to you for free and open access by The Ames Library, the Andrew W. Mellon Center for Curricular and Faculty
Development, the Office of the Provost and the Office of the President. It has been accepted for inclusion in Digital Commons @ IWU by
the faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.

Erica Vrkljan and Leah Nillas, Faculty Advisor, "Tech-Talk: Using Technology to Teach Bilingual Students" (April 11,
2014). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. Paper 14.
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2014/ESposters/14

http://www.iwu.edu/?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2014%2FESposters%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://www.iwu.edu/?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2014%2FESposters%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2014%2FESposters%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2014%2FESposters%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2014%2FESposters%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2014?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2014%2FESposters%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2014%2FESposters%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/784?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2014%2FESposters%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


	
   Erica	
  Vrkljan	
  and	
  Leah	
  Nillas*,	
  Educa5onal	
  Studies,	
  Illinois	
  Wesleyan	
  University	
  
	
  

Research Question   
How can technology be used to teach 
language arts skills in a bilingual setting? 

Methodology 

q  Bilingual kindergarten classroom 

q  Technology center utilizing 
SMARTboard, IPad, and Internet. 

q  Skills: setting, visualization, sequence 
of events, and phonemic awareness  

q  Qualitative analysis of field notes, 
student assessments, and questionnaires. 

Literature Review 
 
q  SMARTboard: Hur and Suh (2012) 
noted that students’ second-language 
vocabulary acquisition improved 
significantly after using SMARTboard. 

q  iPad: Kucirkova, Messer, Shechy, and 
Panadero (2013)  found that the use of 
iPad applications encouraged student 
collaborative skill building and  increased 
engagement with language arts content. 

q  Internet: Yunus, Nordin, Selehi, Embi, 
and Salehi (2013) discussed how the 
Internet provided students with practical 
applications of the target language, such 
as online newspapers. 

	
  
	
  

Conclusion 

q  The technology 
increased students’ 
interaction with new 
content and aided in 
comprehension of target 
skills. 

q  I wish to further 
investigate how prior 
exposure  to technology 
impacts students’ 
perspectives of its 
instructional use. 

q  Teachers can 
effectively use 
technology to meet the 
learning needs of 
bilingual students. 

	
  

Figure 1: Student uses 
SMARTboard to sort animals in 
appropriate settings.  

SMARTboard Interactivity 
 
q  Analysis of assessments and field 
notes showed that SMARTboard use 
encouraged student interactivity, 
presented opportunities for group 
discussion, and increased students’ 
self-confidence in expressing original 
ideas. 

q  All students indicated in 
questionnaires that they would prefer 
to use SMARTboard in place of 
traditional classroom materials. 

Figure 2: Student illustrates 
sequence of events from iPad 
storybook. 

iPad Storytelling 
 
q  Analysis of assessments and 
field notes showed that the iPad 
encouraged hands-on 
application of learned content , 
addressed  multiple learning 
styles, and presented 
opportunities for student 
engagement. 

q  3 out of 4 students used the 
iPad activity to successfully 
recall the storybook’s 
sequence of events . 
 
Internet Collaboration 
 
q  Internet use provided situational examples of  the second language, 
encouraged collaboration among peers, and invited students to apply own 
knowledge of learned content. 

Internet Collaboration 
 
q  Internet provided 
students with examples of 
words beginning with 
learned letters (ex. Beluga 
for B). 

q  3/4 students indicated a 
desire to use the computer 
for future phonemic 
awareness lessons. 
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