View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by fCORE

provided by Digital Commons @ lllinois Wesleyan University

Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU

John Wesley Powell Student Research

1992, 3rd Annual JWP Conference
Conference

Apr 25th, 10:30 AM - 4:30 PM

Choice, Commitment, and Time Horizon

Sandra Lyn

Hllinois Wesleyan University

James Dougan, Faculty Advisor

Hllinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

Sandra Lyn and James Dougan, Faculty Advisor, "Choice, Commitment, and Time Horizon" (April 25, 1992). John Wesley
Powell Student Research Conference. Paper 28.
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwpre/1992/posters/28

This Event is brought to you for free and open access by The Ames Library, the Andrew W. Mellon Center for Curricular and Faculty
Development, the Office of the Provost and the Office of the President. It has been accepted for inclusion in Digital Commons @ IWU by
the faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.

©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.


https://core.ac.uk/display/59246364?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://www.iwu.edu/?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F1992%2Fposters%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://www.iwu.edu/?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F1992%2Fposters%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F1992%2Fposters%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F1992%2Fposters%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F1992%2Fposters%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/1992?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F1992%2Fposters%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F1992%2Fposters%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu

CHOICE, COMMITMENT, AND TIME HORIZON
Sandra Lyn, Dept. of Psychology, IWU, James Dougan*

Timberlake, Gawley, and Lucas (1986) found that rats were unable to anticipate future
resources that were delayed by 16 minutes or more. This 16 minutes during which rats were able
to anticipate future food is called the time horizon. The present experiment seeks to examine why
the animals could not anticipate beyond this time horizon and also to test whether it could be
lenghtened. In most sessions, a single response bar (left or right) was presented at the start of the
session. One bar was associated with 30 minutes of a progressive ratio schedule. The other bar
was associated with the same progressive ratio schedule, folllowed by 5 mintes of free food. The
bar that was presented alternated randomly from day to day. Once every four sessions, both bars
were presented at the start of the session, and the animals were allowed to choose between them.
Consistent choice of the progressive ratio and free food bar suggests "anticipation" over a 30
minute gap.
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