
Illinois Wesleyan University
Digital Commons @ IWU

John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference 2007, 18th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 14th, 2:35 PM - 3:35 PM

Perception of Face Attractiveness and Mate
Selection Processes
Kelly Irvin, '07
Illinois Wesleyan University

Gail Walton, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

This Event is brought to you for free and open access by The Ames Library, the Andrew W. Mellon Center for Curricular and Faculty
Development, the Office of the Provost and the Office of the President. It has been accepted for inclusion in Digital Commons @ IWU by
the faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.

Kelly Irvin, '07 and Gail Walton, Faculty Advisor, "Perception of Face Attractiveness and Mate Selection Processes" (April
14, 2007). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. Paper 36.
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2007/posters2/36

CORE Metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

Provided by Digital Commons @ Illinois Wesleyan University

https://core.ac.uk/display/59244434?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://www.iwu.edu/?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2007%2Fposters2%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://www.iwu.edu/?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2007%2Fposters2%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2007%2Fposters2%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2007%2Fposters2%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2007%2Fposters2%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2007?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2007%2Fposters2%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2007%2Fposters2%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL S TUDEN T RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2007 

Poster Presentation P44 

PERCEPTION OF FACE ATTRACTIVENESS AND MATE SELECTION PROCESSES 

Kelly Irvin and Gail Walton* 
Psychology Department, Illinois Wesleyan University 

Contrast effects occur when highly attractive faces reduce the perceived attractiveness of 
subsequent faces. Because of the high value society places on physical appearance, it is 
important to understand how experience with faces influences perception of attractiveness. This 
study investigated whether contrast effects occur after adaptation to attractive or unattractive 
faces. Contrast effects in this study decreased attractiveness ratings of faces after experience 
with highly attractive faces and enhanced attractiveness ratings after viewing unattractive faces. 
After viewing unattractive faces, a positive relationship was found between perceived self
attractiveness and perceived ability to compete for a long-term mate. After viewing attractive 
faces, self-attractiveness was positively correlated with higher attractiveness requirements for a 
long-term mate. Contrast effects were also found for prototypical faces. Results supported 
previous findings. 
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