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THE SIERRA STUDENT COALITION: SUSTAINABILITY UNITES, DIVERSE 

INTERESTS CONNECT, AND THE CAMPUS BECOMES GREENER 

Megan Mealer and Rebecca Gearhart* 
Sociology and Anthropology Department, Illinois Wesleyan University 

The Sierra Student Coalition, or SSC, contains a diversity of environmentally aware people 
whose main goal is to promote sustainability and show how protecting the environment affects 
everything in the realm of human condition. The people in the group make choices in their own 
lives and encourage and influence others to make the same choices in order to better the life of 
the earth and in turn, everyone in the world. Because of their awareness of how harming the 
environment affects people, nature, and the earth in general, they want to share this awareness 
with everyone in order to realize the goal of an over all healthier, cleaner world. Though 
combing the diversity of interests into one cohesive action may be an obstacle, the general goal 
of sustainability brings the members of the group together to share with the campus the purpose 
of sustainability and the reason why everything is affected by environmental issues. 
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