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Equality

Guiding Questions for Inquiry: Do children understand the real

Real Life Connections: Integrating Social Justice
into the Elementary Mathematics Classroom
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1.What is the maximum (most medals won)? VWhat country had the maximum?
2.What is the minimum (least medals won)? \What country had the minimum?
3.What is the median amount of medals won?
4 What is the mode amount of medals won?
5. What is the mean amount of medals won?

esson Obijective: for students to demonstrate their
understandlng of equallty through class discussion
and make connections from the lesson to their lives.

athemat : Mean, Median, Mode,
IVIaXImum Mlnlmum

* Why do you think there is only one African country
represented on the chart?

*How could countries from all over the world be
more equally represented?

* What inequalities have you seen in your life?

* The students were able to offer explanations as to
why there was only one African country on the top
twenty list of medal winners.

* The students were able to give realistic suggestions
on how to give all countries an equal chance to go to
the Olympics.

* The students demonstrated the ability to connect
the mathematics lesson to their lives as they named
the inequalities in their lives and offered solutions to
solve the inequalities.

If 100 sweatshop workers worked today in one factory, how much money
would they make in pesos?

In Mexico, a Big Mac costs about 29 pesos. How many pesos would it cost
for a family of four to have one Big Mac each?

BONUS

How many days would it take for one worker to earn enough money to buy
four Big Macs?

3SS0N - for students to
demonstrate thelr understanding of labor
through class discussion and make
connections to their lives

ncept: Multiplication

el

For the discussion portion of this lesson, |
spent most of the time defining the term
sweatshop because none of the students had
heard the term before. After defining the
term, the students struggled to make a
connection between the social justice lesson
and their own lives.

* The students learned the most from lessons
that allowed them to make connects to their
lives.

*The students benefitted from working as a
group to complete the worksheet

This is a list of the 20 richest people in the world. The chart lists their age, country they live in,
and amount of money he or she possesses.

1. What is the maximum? Who is the richest person in the world?

2. What is the minimum? Who is the 20th richest person in the world?

3. What is the mode?
Lesson Obj : students to demonstrate their
understandmg of money through class discussion and

make connections to their lives

1cept: Maximum, Minimum, Mode

* Do you think everyone in India or the United States
can afford flu shots for their families?

* How can we help people who do not have a lot of
money to get what they need?

* Have you ever donated money to people in need?

* The students demonstrated their learning of the
differencesin socioeconomic status between the
residents of a country.

* The students demonstrated their understanding that
not everyone has the money to buy things while
others have the money to buy an excess of things.

* The students suggested ways in which people with
money can help those in need.

* The students were able to recognize that their
donations were similar to the donations made by the
billionairesin the activity.
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