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THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE — APRIL 2012

Oral Presentation O07.2

RUSSIA’S INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION POLICIES: REALITIES OF THE
SOVIET HAPPY CHILDHOOD MYTH

Hannah Freeman and Marina Balina *
International Studies Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

The Myth of Happy Childhood: Russia’s International Adoption Policies, focuses on dispelling
the Soviet myth of happy childhood through revealing the numerous groups of children who
were systematically left out of this upbringing. My presentation focuses in particular on the
plight of orphans in the USSR and continues to follow their childhood experience through
investigating the intercountry adoption policies between the U.S. and Russia. My research aims
to dispel the laws and regulations that are currently in place within the Russian orphanages and
adoption system through real life experience including personal interviews that were conducted
with American parents of Russian adoptees.
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