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THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE — APRIL 2012

Oral Presentation 012.2

HEROINES OR REPRESSED WOMEN:
AN EXAMINATION OF THE OPPRESSION, LIBERATION, AND DEVELOPMENT
OF ALGERIAN WOMEN FROM THE 1950S TO THE PRESENT DAY

Caroline Rohloff and Scott Sheridan*
French and Francophone Studies, Illinois Wesleyan University

Since the Algerian war for independence against the French in the 1950s, the roles of Algerian
women have been shifting over the past five decades. During the war for independence, women
found themselves in positions of power, where their military assistance was necessary to win the
war. However, once independence was gained in 1962, women were once again forced into the
predetermined roles of wives and mothers. Over the next four decades, the situation in Algeria
began to improve as the educational and work opportunities for women increased. After a
setback in the 1990s, during Algeria’s civil war, Algerian women have continued to make
advances in society and are embracing the liberties that accompany a modernizing state. This
study examines the development of women’s societal positions in Algeria and the different roles
that women have played during important events in Algeria’s history. Through the application of
the feminist theory and through the use of film, this study assesses the obstacles that Algerian
women have faced in their efforts to gain liberation and respect.
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