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Reflections After a Trip to Chicago

Abstract

It is very important that we rebuild the horrible American ghettoes and make them habitable. The inner cities
of this country must no longer be ignored. Instead of saying, "Oh, isn't it a shame", it is up to us as a nation to
form communities where pride and dedication-rather than laziness and despair-form the most admirable role
models.
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by suburban commuters. Institutions with nmoney are not willing to
reinvest in an environnent of decay, even though it is their very
| ack of reinvestnent that pronotes the decay. Therefore, the
remaining jobs are difficult to find and are | ow payi ng.

However, there are sonme solutions designed to bring the inner
city out of decay and back to |life. Most inPortantIy, t he peopl e
of the inner city and underclass nmust be willing to get invol ved.

| n downt own Chi cago, for exanple, housing projects are being
pl anned where residents woul d not be exclusively |owincome
famlies. This mx of residents provides a source of disposable
i ncone to provide for upkeep. Integrating different economc
cl asses can al so provide nore positive role nodels, which are
badly needed in an environnent rich with crine, poverty, and
failure. Gther cities have instituted pilot prograns where police
move into public housing conpl exes to provide a deterrent on
crime.

The wel fare systemis in dire need of reform There is no
excuse for a systemwhich effectively taxes outside incone at
ridiculous | evel s—+n sone cases 100 percent, for the people it
clains to help. It encourages and even requires famlies to spend
their periodic allotnents; those who save sone each nonth are
penal i zed or prosecuted for fraud because they tried to help
t hensel ves. The systemencourages cheating, it di scourages
initiative, and it tends to degrade those who are on the dol e.

| nstead, the welfare systemshould be sinple and direct- it
shoul d keep people on their feet in hard tines, rather than
keepi ng them hovering bel ow the poverty line indefinitely. The
nmoney saved coul d be better spent in areas such as education as a
hedge agai nst poverty in future generations.

There also is hope with regard to reinvestnent in the inner
cities. Wth the return of the mddle class, there will be nore
demand for rebuilding urban areas as nore consuners with
di sposabl e i nconme appear. This could lead to revitalization of
cities. The presence of active business woul d increase enpl oynment
opportunities and hopefully reduce the grip of poverty on the
under cl ass.

Wth the right solutions and enough hard work, there is a
chance that inner cities can becone revitalized. It cannot happen
overnight, but if the governnent and the peopl e cooperate—t
wi || happen.

Reflections After a Trip To Chicago
b
Dan ngbs

| grewup in a tow of about 2,000 people. M/ parents
decided to settle in western Nebraska, where ny nother spent her
chi | dhood.

| went to very small schools, where the entire enroll ment
was a nmere fraction of many school s' graduating classes. No one
could really choose which school to attend, since there was only
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one. Consequently, | grewup with a large variety of people. My
cl assmat es were prom nent busi nesspersons' children as well as
the destitute. ciety was nuch | ess econonicaILy stratified than
inacity, and | got acquainted with all sorts of people. My
parents did not want ny brothers and ne to live in a

sSoci oeconom ¢ vacuum

| have seen sone of the worst nei ghborhoods in Chicago.
They are pl aces where thousands and t housands of people live in
abiect poverty. How have we | et an urban undercl ass energe
silently in such a prosperous nation?

An absence of community throughout the inner city is one
maj or reason why, | believe, the urban underclass has grown.
Several years ago, as the urban undercl ass aﬁfeared, t he | ook of
certain nei ghbor hoods chan%ed dramatically. ddl e-cl ass bl acks
and whites noved to the suburbs, and the predom nantly bl ack poor
were concentrated in the core of Arerican cities. Housing
projects, once an exciting new at nosphere whi ch people were
anxious to nove into, deteriorated, and to live In one was a
shane. Entire nei ghborhoods were ripped apart by expressways,
| eavi ng many peopl e honel ess. Public school s becane pl aces where
peraonal security and survival becane far nore inportant than
academ cs.

| did not experience any of these problens in ny honetown.
| strongly believe this is because | always lived in a community.
It is inportant that there be people in your nei ghborhood you
know and trust.

The role nodels for too many inner-city children are
drug-deal i ng gang nmenbers, offering inmediate protection from
ot her gangs, transparent friendship, noney, and status. The
peopl e inner-city youngsters see every day provide no inspiration
for success. Life expectancy is much shorter than in the outside
world, and inner-city youth feel they nmust becone rich and
power ful before they get shot |ike so many others. The concept of
del ayed gratification is foreign to the inner-city-residents who
| i ve day-to-day and have no long-termgoals. In a community,
there are people with high anbitions and those who have been |eft
faL_behlnd; but inthe inner city, no one feels inspired to
achi eve.

Envi ronnment plays a huge role in determning who we are. No
one i s born knowi ng they always will be poor. Wat a person sees
daily defines their boundaries. In a true comunity, where
success and satisfaction are admred and coveted, people see
opportunity. In the inner cities of Arerica, success Is reserved
for those on the outside. The urban underclass constantly is
remnded that they are nothing but poor. The inner cities of
Anerica nmust becone integrated not only racially, but
econom cal | y.

Part of the solution to the plight of the inner city—a
solution often overlooked-is the establishnment of true
communi ties instead of "housing." How can one succeed when
surrounded by pessimsm and crinme?

A few busi nesses nationally have been provi ded tax breaks
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in order to relocate in the inner city. They have been successfu
in making a profit and bringing jobs to the inner city. Wen
wor ki ng becones routine for even one resident that person shows

t he ne[%hborhood that success in the inner city is not _ _

I mpossi bl e. Soon other residents would adapt a lifestyle in which
enpl oynent is central. The trick is keeping good role nodels in
the inner city and not letting success be strictly for the

subur bs.

It is verz important that we rebuild the horrible Arerican
ghettoes and make them habitable. The inner cities of this
country must no | onger be ignored. Instead of saying, "Ch, isn't
it a shame”, it is up tous as a nation to formconmunities where
pride and dedi cation-rather than |aziness and despair-formthe
nmost adm rabl e rol e nodel s.

Poverty in Chicago

y
Laurel E. Martin

Expensi ve condos and | uxurious high rises adorn Chicago's
old coast. Rtzy restaurants cater to the affluent and M chi gan
venue's pricey department stores attract only those waving VI sa

and Mast er Car ds.

However, behind the glamour there is a grow ng popul ation
that renains trapped in poverty. Many reasons contribute to
poverty in Chi cago—and they all seemlinked together in a chain
that's al nost inpossible to break.

A few decades ago, cities were rich with devel opnent
synbol i zed by nunmerous industrial and manufacturing jobs
avai |l abl e to bl ue collar workers. Wages were sufficient to
support a famly and a mddle class lifestyle. This offered an
attractive scene for immgrants and mnorities who came to
Chicago to find a better life.

However, a wave of deindustrialization eventually flew
across the Mdwest. Industries noved to the sunbelt, or even out
of the country in search of cheaper |abor. Qher businesses
rel ocated to the suburbs in hopes of avoiding the city's high
costs. The jobs that were left in the city required extensive
skills, education, and experience-things inner-city dwellers did
not have. A msmatch was created between avail abl e jobs and the
qualifications of those |ooking for work. People were caught in
urban entrapnent. They were stuck in the city without jobs or the
I ncone to nove to where the jobs had rel ocat ed.

A depreciation in |and val ues followed urban entrapment as
busi nesses and financial institutions that once catered to city
nelghborhoods cl osed down or noved to higher incone areas.
Landowners couldn't afford the upkeep on their property and the
tax base spiral ed downwar d.

The city's shrinking tax base played a pivotal role in the

Illinois VWesleyan University 63



	The Park Place Economist
	1993

	Reflections After a Trip to Chicago
	Dan Hobbs '96
	Recommended Citation

	Reflections After a Trip to Chicago
	Abstract


	tmp.1206462778.pdf.7aPH8

