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Abstract—The quasi-static nature of the optical wireless channel
means that the channel state information (CSI) can be readily
available at the transmitter and receiver prior to data transmission.
This implies that electrically band-limited optical wireless commu-
nication (OWC) systems can make use of optimal channel parti-
tioning or vector coding based multi-channel modulation (MCM)
to achieve high throughput by mitigating the non-linearities arising
from the optical and electrical channel. This paper proposes a
pulse amplitude modulation (PAM) based DC-biased optical vec-
tor coding (DCO-VC) MCM scheme for OWC. The throughput
performance of DCO-VC is evaluated and compared to the well
known DC-biased optical orthogonal frequency division multi-
plexing (DCO-OFDM) over hybrid (line-of-sight and diffuse) and
diffuse (non line-of-sight only) visible light communication (VLC)
channels with additive white Gaussian noise. For the completeness
of the VLC physical layer, the performance comparison is based
on an uncoded and a forward error correction transmission mode
using well-known convolutional codes with Viterbi decoder. The
results show that the coded DCO-VC outperforms DCO-OFDM
system by achieving up to 2 and 3 dB signal to noise ratio gains
over hybrid and diffuse VLC channels, respectively.

Index Terms—Optical wireless communication, visible light
communication, OFDM, vector coding, rate-adaptive channel
coding, multi-channel modulation.

I. INTRODUCTION

R ISING numbers of smart interconnected devices, band-
width hungry computer applications transferring data be-

tween machines and limited RF spectrum have resulted in the
research, development and standardisation of VLC systems [1],
[2]. Simultaneously, providing high-speed wireless communi-
cation and lighting through a single source, with lower carbon
footprint solid-state lighting devices [3] has further motivated
research in VLC systems globally. Unregulated spectrum, high
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data rates and cost effective system front ends are some of
the other advantages of VLC [4], [5], [6]. VLC systems use
intensity modulation (IM) and direct detection (DD), where the
transmitter and receiver are generally realised by light emitting
diode(s) (LEDs) and photo detector(s) (PDs), respectively. Use
of advanced multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) [7], [8]
and multi-colour [9], [10], [11] VLC systems as well as hybrid
VLC-RF networks [12], [13] have been proposed to avoid a
predicted capacity crunch on the wireless channel in the near
future [14].

VLC, which has been mainly proposed for indoor wireless
communication, suffers from multipath dispersion (or inter-
symbol interference, ISI) as multiple copies of a transmitted
pulse are present at the receiver due to reflections from indoor
objects and walls [15] as well as due to the slow response of the
opto-electronic devices involved [16], [17], [18]. Multi-channel
(multi-carrier) modulation (MCM) schemes have been widely
deployed in wired and wireless communication networks due to
their ability to combat moderate to severe ISI.

The conventional MCM schemes cannot be used directly in
IM/DD links as the transmit signal has to be real and unipo-
lar. Therefore, to overcome dispersion, various optical MCM
schemes based on OFDM and discrete multi-tone (DMT) have
been developed for VLC such as DCO-OFDM [19], [20], asym-
metrically clipped optical OFDM (ACO-OFDM) [21], Unipolar
OFDM (U-OFDM) [22], Flip-OFDM [23] and PAM-DMT [24],
which provide a real and non-negative transmit signal. PAM
based single-channel modulation (SCM) with frequency domain
equalisation (FDE) has also been proposed as a low peak-
to-average power ratio (PAPR) alternative [25], [26]. When
compared with coherent complex systems, the non-DC-biased
MCM systems sacrifice at least one-half of the system capacity to
attain real and unipolar transmit signal. In the case of DC-biased
systems, they increase power requirements to attain a real and
unipolar transmit signal modulating the intensity of LEDs [27].
Therefore, the overall throughput of the VLC systems is limited
by the front-end electrical bandwidth and the type of signalling
sets that can be used in the IM/DD system.

Given all the power and spectral inefficiencies related to the
above mentioned VLC signalling schemes, there is a need for
a new signalling scheme that is specifically designed to meet
the channel conditions imposed and has the ability to make
efficient use of the known CSI at the transmitter. Keeping this in
mind, we propose the use of optimal channel partitioning vectors
(or vector coding) for the design of a new MCM scheme for
VLC systems. The vector coding (VC) scheme can partition the
known VLC channel into orthogonal sub-channels to transmit
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Fig. 1. Transceiver block diagram of DCO-OFDM MCM with FEC.

data in parallel [28], [29]. This matches with the quasi-static
nature of the VLC channel, where the CSI is readily available
to the communicating points. The proposed DC-biased optical
vector coding (DCO-VC) scheme uses M-PAM modulation
over each sub-channel with a DC-bias to provide a real and
unipolar electrical signal which modulates the intensity of the
LED source(s).

The DCO-OFDM offers higher bit-rate, for a certain BER,
to the bandwidth-limited VLC systems when compared to
the non-DC-biased OFDM schemes, such as ACO-OFDM, U-
OFDM [27], [30]. Therefore, this paper focuses on the DC-
biased MCM schemes and evaluates the throughput performance
of uncoded and coded DCO-OFDM and DCO-VC systems using
representative hybrid (line-of-sight and diffuse) and diffuse only
(non line-of-sight) channels with AWGN. Our investigations
show that the proposed DCO-VC system outperforms the DCO-
OFDM scheme in both the uncoded and coded transmission
modes. In the hybrid channels, the coded DCO-VC system pro-
vides up to 2 dB signal to noise ratio (SNR) gain in comparison to
the coded DCO-OFDM. Over the diffuse channels, the DCO-VC
system achieves up to 1 and 3 dB SNR gain in uncoded and
coded modes, respectively, when compared to the DCO-OFDM
counterparts for the same throughput. The throughput results
over hybrid and diffuse indoor VLC channels also show that as
the dispersion increases the SNR gains of the DCO-VC system
improve further.

The rest of the paper is organised in the following manner.
Section III presents the wireless VLC channel used in this paper.
Section II details the basis and working of the DCO-VC and
DCO-OFDM systems. The throughput performance evaluation
for an AWGN channel is presented in Section IV, where the
analytical model for throughput evaluation is also presented.
Section V presents the throughput performance results over the
hybrid and diffuse VLC channels. Finally, Section VI gives the
concluding remarks.

Notations: In this paper, lower-case bold fonts represent a
vector and upper-case bold fonts represent a matrix. Q is the
Q-function, (.)T represents vector transpose, and (.)H denotes
Hermitian transpose.

II. DESCRIPTION OF MCM SCHEMES STUDIED

This section details the basis of DCO-OFDM and DCO-VC
MCM schemes investigated in this paper in uncoded and coded
transmission modes.

A. Coded DCO-OFDM MCM

Fig. 1 shows a schematic diagram of a coded DCO-OFDM
system. At the Tx, random binary data (r) is encoded through
forward error correction (FEC) coding (see Section II-C for
details) and grouped into k = log2(M) bits for baseband mod-
ulation, generally M-QAM. Here M is the modulation order.
The modulated data symbols (zi) are then divided into N/2
parallel sub-channels in the frequency-domain (FD), where
N is the FFT size (and the total number of sub-channels).
This is done to satisfy the Hermitian symmetry constraint in
the FD, so that a real bipolar signal can be obtained in the
time-domain (TD). Therefore, each FD DCO-OFDM symbol,
z = [z0, z1, . . . , zN−1]

T must satisfy:{
z0 = zN

2
= 0, DC Subcarrier

z(N
2 −L) = zH

(N
2 +L)

, L = 1, 2, . . . , N2 − 1
(1)

where, (·)H denotes Hermitian transpose and zi is a complex
M-QAM symbol. The bipolar TD DCO-OFDM symbol x is
then obtained after IFFT of FD symbol z. A cyclic prefix (CP)
of length μ, which is a copy of the last μ elements of x, is
then added to avoid ISI between OFDM symbols at the cost of
reduced data rate. The real, bipolar continuous TD signal xb(t)
is then obtained after parallel to serial conversion and digital to
analogue conversion (DAC). A DC-bias (Bdc) is added then
to ensure non-negativity and signal xu(t) is obtained which
modulates the intensity of the LED(s). Details about the Bdc

set-up can be found in Section II-E.
At the Rx, post DD, the received signal y(t) can be given as:

y(t) = TR(x(t) ∗ h(t)) + n(t), (2)

where, “∗” denotes the convolution operator, T is the transmis-
sivity of the optical filter, R is the responsivity (A/W) of the
PD, h(t) represents the impulse response of the wireless VLC
channel and n(t) represents the AWGN with a constant variance
ofσ2 = No/2, whereNo is the single-sided noise power spectral
density and has units of W/Hz.

Each received DCO-OFDM symbol, after analogue to digital
conversion (ADC), is represented by y. After CP removal, the
Fourier transform of the received symbol y gives back the
FD OFDM symbol z̃ and then the FD zero-forcing equalisa-
tion (FD-ZFE) takes place. Each received DCO-OFDM symbol
undergoes equalisation to obtain the ith equalised sub-carrier
ẑi = z̃i/hi such that ẑ = z̃/h, where h is the length N fre-
quency response vector of the VLC channel. The baseband
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Fig. 2. Transceiver block diagram of DCO-VC MCM with FEC.

demodulation in terms of hard-decision (HD) or soft-decision
(SD) detection (see Section II-D) and Viterbi decoding are then
performed on ẑ to retrieve final information bits. The minimum
mean square error (MMSE) can be used as an alternative equal-
isation technique. However, given the VLC channels are not
highly frequency selective, relatively less complex zero-forcing
equalisation (ZFE) has been found to provide MMSE equivalent
performance [25].

B. Concept of Proposed Coded DCO-VC

Vector coding (VC) is known as the optimal channel parti-
tioning MCM technique [29]. Since the indoor VLC channel is
mostly quasi-static in nature,1 CSI will be readily available at
the transmitting end. This is ideally matched to the requirement
of VC. VC uses singular value decomposition (SVD) of the
circulant channel matrix HN×(N+μ), where N is the number
of sub-channels and μ is the CP length. For a finite impulse
response (FIR) hn, 0 ≤ n ≤ μ− 1, of a discrete-time channel,
the circulant channel matrix can be written as [29], [31]:

H =

⎡⎢⎢⎢⎣
h0 h1 . . . hμ−1 0 . . . 0
0 h0 . . . hμ−2 hμ−1 . . . 0
...

...
. . .

. . .
. . .

. . .
...

0 . . . 0 h0 . . . hμ−2 hμ−1

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎦ (3)

The SVD of the above matrix H can be given as:

H = USVH , (4)

where, UN×N and V(N+μ)×(N+μ) are two unitary matrices.
SN×(N+μ) is a diagonal matrix which contains singular values
(si) of H on its diagonal elements [29], [31]. VC uses matrix V
at the transmitter for precoding to createN parallel independent
sub-channels. The rows of matrix U are used as discrete time
matched filters at the receiver.

Fig. 2 shows the schematic of a DCO-VC system with FEC.
After the channel encoding, baseband modulation takes place.
In this work, an M-PAM modulation scheme has been used in
order to obtain a real and bipolar vector precoded signal. The
PAM symbols are grouped into vectors of lengthN , known as a

1Except for the special use cases where the user terminal is rapidly moving
around, such as a robot.

DCO-VC symbol vector. Each DCO-VC symbol vector2 can be
represented as z = [z0, z1, . . . , zN−1]

T and the precoded data
vector x is obtained from z as x = Vz. As the size of V is
(N + μ)× (N + μ), in order for the precoding to take place
either μ zeros are appended at the end of each DCO-VC symbol
vector or the original DCO-VC vector of length N is processed
by the first N columns of V [29]. Each precoded vector can be
given as x = [x0, x1, . . . , xN+μ−1]

T and also includes a prefix
of length μ. The precoded vectors represent a real bipolar DCO-
VC signal which undergoes DAC and the continuous time signal
xb(t) is obtained to which Bdc (see Section II-E) is added to
obtain the real unipolar VC signal, xu(t). The transmitted and
received signals in DCO-VC can also be given by x(t) and y(t),
hence, (2) applies.

At the Rx, after Bdc removal by subtraction and ADC, each
DCO-VC vector can be mathematically represented as:

y = Hx+ n (5)

In equation (5), n represents an AWGN vector, each element
having a standard deviation of σn. Equation (5) can be rewritten
as y = USVHVx+ n. Then the prefix is removed and the
matched filter operation at the receiver takes place which can be
represented as:

UHy = UHUSVHVx+UHn (6)

By rewriting (6), the filtered vectors at Rx can be represented
as z̃ = Sx+UHn, where z̃ = UHy and UHn has unchanged
noise variance, since U is a unitary matrix. Equivalent zero-
forcing equalisation in DCO-VC is realised by dividing each
received sub-channel z̃i by si, which gives ẑi and hence ẑ. This
is not an optimal way to equalise because sub-channel gains
less than 1 enhance the noise in that sub-channel. However, this
was done to provide a fair comparison between the considered
schemes. An optimal way to detect a signal in DCO-VC, which
is a part of further investigation to the authors, would be to
adjust the detector threshold in the PAM demodulator according
to knownS at the Rx. Once ẑ is obtained, the HD or SD detection
takes place as detailed in Section II-D and final information bits
are obtained through Viterbi decoding.

2Unlike DCO-OFDM, in DCO-VC z contains real, bipolar sub-channels.
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C. Encoder and Modulation Set-Up

The HD and SD detection based DCO-OFDM and DCO-
VC systems used a 64 state binary convolutional (BC) code
with the well-known industry standard generator polynomials:
{171,133} and code rates 1/2, 2/3 and 3/4 through puncturing
patterns specified in [32]. Six different modulation modes for
each signalling scheme were considered; 2, 4, 8, 16, 32 and
64 PAM for DCO-VC and 4, 16, 64, 256, 1024 and 4096
QAM for the DCO-OFDM system. This was done to keep the
spectral efficiency (or bits/sub-channel) the same for all the
considered systems, e.g. 64-PAM based DCO-VC and 4096-
QAM based DCO-OFDM will result in approximately the same
bits/sub-channel due to the Hermitian symmetry requirement of
DCO-OFDM.

D. Hard and Soft Information De-Mappers

In HD detection, the ith M-PAM or M-QAM received symbol,
ẑi, is detected from the ith sub-channel (or element) of ẑ as:

ẑi = argmin
α∈A

|ẑi − α|2, (7)

where, A is the set gathering baseband modulation alphabet.
The final coded data bits are then de-mapped from ẑi and are
forwarded to the channel decoder to retrieve the information bits
r̂.

In the case of SD detection, the log-likelihood ratios (LLRs) of
each received binary bit are acquired from the ith sub-channel
ẑi. This can be done through either a maximum a posteriori
probability (MAP) algorithm or by an approximate LLR com-
putation algorithm. The MAP based LLR algorithm computes
the LLR of the qth binary bit (rqi ), for 0 ≤ q ≤ k − 1, from the
ith received sub-channel ẑi as [33]:

L(rqi ) =
1

No

{
min

α∈Aq=0
|ẑi − α|2 − min

α∈Aq=1
|ẑi − α|2

}
, (8)

where, Aq=1 and Aq=0 are the subsets of the baseband modu-
lation constellation alphabet, and represent an alphabet with qth
bit labelled as ‘1’ and ‘0’, respectively.

In our investigation, however, an approximate LLR com-
putation method detailed in [34] was used due to the high
computational complexity of the MAP based LLR algorithm.
As an example, for 8-PAM modulation in DCO-VC, the LLR of
bqi from ẑi can be obtained as [34]:

L(bqi ) =

⎧⎪⎪⎨⎪⎪⎩
ẑi, q = 0
|ẑi| − 4, q = 1
2− |ẑi|, for |ẑi| ≤ 4
|ẑn| − i, for |ẑi| > 4

}
, q = 2

(9)

These approximate LLRs are then forwarded to the decoder to
obtain the decoded binary information stream. The approximate
LLR algorithm in (9) can also be applied separately to the
in-phase and quadrature components of a 64-QAM based ẑi in
DCO-OFDM to obtain the total of 6 soft bits. This approximate
LLR detection is also known as the threshold detection tech-
nique. In a similar manner, the approximate LLRs for different
M level modulations were obtained.

Fig. 3. Bdc values used for considered uncoded and coded optical signalling
schemes to achieve target BER of 10−6.

E. The DC-Bias (Bdc)

In the considered modulation schemes, Bdc was set based on
the mean electrical power of xb(t), as in the literature [21], [35],
which can be given as:

Bdc = κ
√
E{x2b(t)}, (10)

where κ is a constant of proportionality and E{·} is the ex-
pectation operator. In dB, the Bdc is given as 10 log10(κ

2) +
10 log10(E{x2b(t)}). Any negative sample(s), that are left after
adding Bdc are clipped to zero, so that a clipped unipolar signal
xu(t) can be obtained:

xu(t) = xb(t) +Bdc + nclip(t), (11)

where nclip(t) is the additive clipping distortion with power or
variance σ2

nclip
.

In this paper, for the considered optical signalling schemes
Bdc was set to keep nclip(t) negligible, such that a target BER
of 10−6 can be achieved and the irreducible BER floor due to
clipping is set substantially below the target BER. Fig. 3 shows
theBdc values used in this paper, for a certain spectral efficiency
with DCO-VC and DCO-OFDM schemes, to achieve the target
BER. This way, the considered systems were investigated with-
out any dynamic range constraints at Tx.

It can be seen from Fig. 3 that the DCO-VC system has
the same Bdc requirements as DCO-OFDM system for a VLC
channel. It is worth remarking that, for an AWGN channel the
DCO-VC system reduces to an equivalent DC-biased M-PAM
system. For an AWGN channel, the channel matrix H contains
ones on its diagonal elements and SVD of such a matrix gives
identity U, S and VH matrices. Therefore, precoding and
matched filtering operations do not change the transmit and
receive signals, respectively. This means x = z, which contains
M-PAM modulated symbols. Therefore, in an AWGN channel
the Bdc requirements of DCO-VC are very low and are equiv-
alent to those of a DC-biased M-PAM system. This is not the
case for a VLC channel, were the decomposition of H provide
different S and VH matrices which change the nature of the
transmit signal.
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Fig. 4. VLC system setup in a typical indoor office environment.

III. THE WIRELESS VLC CHANNEL

A typical indoor office environment is shown in Fig. 4 with a
transmitter (Tx) situated at ceiling height and a receiver (Rx) at
desk level height [24], [36]. The indoor wireless VLC channel
between Tx and Rx is composed of a line-of-sight (LOS) path
and multiple delayed paths reflected off the walls, ceiling, floor
and other indoor objects [37]. The channel impulse response
(CIR) of such a hybrid channel containing LOS and multiple
reflected paths can be modelled as [24]:

h(t)=ηδ(t−ΔtLOS)+
ζ

τc
exp

(
− t−ΔtDif

τc

)
u(t−ΔtDif ),

(12)
where τc is the time-constant of the exponentially decaying
diffuse channel; ΔtLOS and ΔtDif are the signal delays of the
LOS and diffuse paths (ΔtDif≥ΔtLOS), respectively; η and
ζ are the LOS and diffuse channel gains, respectively, and are
given as:

η =

{
(m+1)A
2πD2 cosm(φ) cos(ψ)gc(ψ), ψ < Ψ

0, ψ > Ψ
(13)

ζ =
A

ARoom

ρ

(1− ρ)
(14)

In (13), m is the Lambertian emission order, given as
− log2[cos(φ 1

2
)], where φ 1

2
is the LED’s semi-angle at half-

power. D is the physical distance between the Tx and Rx, A is
the surface area of the detector, gc(ψ) is the optical concentrator
gain, φ is the angle of irradiance, ψ is the angle of incidence and
Ψ is the field-of-view (FOV) of the PD. In (14), ARoom is the
room surface area which can be calculated as:

ARoom = 2(l · w + l · h+ w · h), (15)

and ρ is the average reflectivity of the room surfaces. In (15)
l, h and w are the length, height and width of the room, re-
spectively. In this paper, the considered VLC systems have been
investigated without the use of an optical concentrator, therefore,
gc(ψ) is unity. All the system parameters are listed in Table I.
The φ and ψ can be calculated from the orientation and physical
location of the Tx and Rx in the model room.

TABLE I
VLC SYSTEM PARAMETERS

The τc in (12) can be calculated as [38]:

τc = − 〈t〉
ln(ρ)

, (16)

where 〈t〉 is the mean time between two reflections which can
be approximated as (17) [38], where c is the speed of light.

〈t〉 = 4(l · w · h)
cARoom

(17)

IV. SYSTEM PERFORMANCE OVER AWGN CHANNELS

This section details the throughput performance of the un-
coded and coded, DCO-VC and DCO-OFDM systems examined
over an AWGN channel through simulations and analytical
approximations to verify the accuracy of system models.

A. System Throughput

The throughput of the DCO-VC and DCO-OFDM systems
can be estimated through (18) and (19), respectively, where Γ
is the code rate and PSR is the packet success rate given as
PSR=(1− BER)�, where � is the packet length in bits and
BER is achievale bit error rate by the uncoded, coded-HD and
coded-SD configurations of each system. Packets with 1500 data
bytes were transmitted and system bandwidth W of 20 MHz
was considered during all the simulations in this paper. This
bandwidth is sufficiently lower than many commercial sources
and detectors and therefore, the simulations assume no non-
linearities arising due to the electrical channel. The ISI in the
considered systems arise due to the limited bandwidth of the
optical channel. The presented throughput curves are optimised
by selecting the most energy efficient combination of Γ and M .

TDCO-VC=W

(
N

N + μ

)
Γ log2(M)PSR, (18)

TDCO-OFDM=W

(
N/2− 1

N + μ

)
Γ log2(M)PSR, (19)

The results in Fig. 5(a) and (b) in general show that the Coded-
SD scheme is the most energy efficient over the majority of
the electrical SNR (SNRe) scale. The Coded-HD scheme can
provide some gain at low SNRe. However, as SNRe increases
above 30 and 36 dB in DCO-VC and DCO-OFDM systems,
respectively, the Coded-HD schemes yield no gain and perform
worse than the higher order uncoded schemes. On the other
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Fig. 5. Throughput of uncoded and coded (HD and SD) a) DCO-VC and
b) DCO-OFDM over AWGN channel. (T) and (S) in the legends signifies the
theoretical and simulation results, respectively. The dashed line shows the best-fit
(BF) throughput curve obtained by curve fitting from the simulations for SD.

hand for both the DCO-VC and DCO-OFDM, the Coded-SD
schemes, provide an SNRe gain of up to 9 dB in comparison to
uncoded schemes and up to 5 dB gain when compared to Coded-
HD schemes. In addition to reduction in the SNR gains of Coded-
HD schemes with increasing SNRe, it can be noticed that the
gains with Coded-SD schemes are also reduced. This is due to the
well-known decrease in coding gain with increasing modulation
order in BC coded systems. Furthermore, a coded system with
a certain Γ, must work with a high M scheme to achieve a
high throughput and will require higher Bdc leading to reduced
energy efficiency. This combined effect leads to the throughput
of coded systems to be worse than the uncoded systems.

B. Shannon Capacity

Fig. 5(a) and (b), also show the Shannon capacity curves for
the real bipolar-baseband (BB) configuration of the considered
systems, i.e. in the electrical domain where the detection takes
place. The BB configuration for capacity estimation was used
as a reference, which indicates the additional power penalty due
to Bdc requirements in VLC systems that reduce the attainable
throughput for a certain SNR. The channel sum capacity of the
BB-VC and BB-OFDM systems can be estimated as:

CBB-VC =
W

2(N+μ)

N−1∑
i=0

log2(1 + SNRe(i)), (20)

CBB-OFDM =
W

(N+μ)

N
2 −1∑
i=1

log2(1 + SNRe(i)), (21)

respectively. In (20) and (21), SNRe(i) is the electrical SNR in
the ith sub-channel or sub-carrier and can be given as:

SNRe(i) =
T 2R2|hi|2P 2

i

σ2
, (22)

where, P 2
i is the average electrical transmit power of the ith

sub-channel with transmitted optical power Pi and σ2 is the
electrical noise power at the receiver.

C. Analytical Throughput Estimation

The analytical throughput results for the uncoded and Coded-
HD MCM systems are also presented in Fig. 5(a) and (b),

respectively. Such analytical estimates are not readily available
for the SD detection. In order to obtain these analytical results,
the BERs of DCO-VC and DCO-OFDM systems were first
estimated theoretically, which were then converted to throughput
using (18) and (19). In the following sequel, the analytical
models used for the BER performance estimation are detailed.

1) Uncoded Bit Error Probability: The bit error probability
of the PAM based DCO-VC systems over the AWGN channel
can be estimated through the union bound as:

Pb(DCO-VC) ≤
1

Mlog2(M)

M∑
i=1

M∑
j=1,
j �=i

Q

(√
d(si, sj)2

4σ2
n

)
, (23)

where, d(si, sj) is the Euclidean distance between two legiti-
mate M-PAM symbols in signal space with addedBdc andQ(·)
is the tail probability of the standard normal distribution. The
bit error proability of the QAM based OFDM systems can be
estimated as [41]:

Pb(DCO-OFDM) =
2(
√
M−1)√

M log2(
√
M)

Q

(√
3P 2

(M−1)σ2
n

)

+
2(
√
M−2)√

M log2(
√
M)

Q

(
3

√
3P 2

(M−1)σ2
n

)
,

(24)

where, P 2 is the average transmitted electrical power of the
DCO-OFDM signal for optical power P , and is given as P 2 =
(κ2 + 1). It must be noted that highBdc values used during sim-
ulations to achieve the target BER results in negligible nclip(t),
which can be omitted for the evaluation of the analytical bit
error probabilities. For lower Bdc values, (23) and (24) must be
modified taking nclip into account.

2) Coded-HD Throughput: The bit error probability for the
Coded-HD schemes can be estimated analytically as [42], [43]:

Pb(Coded-HD) =
1

log2(M)

dfree+Nst∑
w=dfree

βwPw, (25)

where w is an index representing the Hamming weight between
the transmitted and received codeword, dfree is the free distance
of the convolutional code, Nst is the number of significant
codewords, βw is the total number of bit errors corresponding
to all the weight w codewords which are tabulated in [44], [45],
and Pw is the error probability of selecting an incorrect trellis
path (or codeword) of weight difference w given as [46]:

Pw =

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎨⎪⎪⎪⎩
∑w

j=
w/2�
(
w
j

)
Pj
b (1− Pb)

w−j , for odd w,

0.5
(

w
w/2

)
Pw/2
b (1− Pb)

w/2

+
∑w

j=w/2+1

(
w
j

)
Pj
b (1− Pb)

w−j
, for even w

(26)
In (26), Pb is the bit error probability of the uncoded sys-
tems in an AWGN channel, which is given as Pb(DCO-VC) and
Pb(DCO-OFDM) in (23) and (24), respectively.
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TABLE II
THE CHANNEL τrms AND K VALUES AT DIFFERENT RX LOCATIONS WHILE

THE TX IS LOCATED AT (2.5,2.5,2.5), AT A SYMBOL RATE OF Rs = 20 MS/S

V. SYSTEM PERFORMANCE OVER VLC CHANNELS

In this section, the performance of DCO-OFDM and DCO-VC
schemes is examined over the indoor VLC hybrid and dif-
fuse links. The throughput performance of the two schemes is
compared in uncoded and Coded-SD transmission modes. The
Coded-HD mode is not considered here as the AWGN results
show that SD detection is more spectrally efficient.

A. Performance Over Hybrid Links

The investigation was carried out based on three different Rx
locations in the considered room (see Fig. 4), leading to three
different hybrid channels. These locations are referred to as A, B
and C in this paper. The exact Rx co-ordinates for each location
can be found in Table II, where the rms delay spread (τrms) for
each channel is given, as calculated by [47]:

τrms =
√
τ̄2 − τ̄2, (27)

where, τ̄ =
∑J−1

j=0 |hj |2tj
/∑J−1

j=0 |hj |2 is the mean excess de-

lay and τ̄2 =
∑J−1

j=0 |hj |2t2j
/∑J−1

j=0 |hj |2 is the mean square

excess delay spread. Table II also shows theK-factor values for
the hybrid VLC links, which can be computed from (13) and
(14) as [38]:

K = (η/ζ)2 (28)

The channel impulse responseh(t) in (12) was obtained based
on the properties of the room in Fig. 4, the system parameters
shown in Table I, and the reflectivity of the room ceiling, plaster
wall, plastic wall and room floor for the blue colour channel (i.e.
λ ∼ 450 nm). The ρ value observed in [48] for the blue band is
approximately 0.454, which was used to evaluate h(t). Table II
show that minimum dispersion will be experienced at the centre
(Location A) of the room, whereK is highest as η is much larger
than ζ. As the Rx is moved towards location C,K decreases and
τrms increases as ζ becomes comparable to η. This behaviour
of hybrid links is also seen in [38], where it is shown that the
hybrid link’s optical powers and cut-off bandwidths decrease as
a function of η and tend to be similar to those in diffuse links
as the Rx moves from the room centre (where Tx is situated)
towards the walls.

During the simulations, N = 64 sub-channels were used,
to keep the sub-channel (or sub-block) bandwidth (WN = W

N )
much less than the channel coherence bandwidth (WC≈ 0.2

τrms
),

i.e.WN << WC . AW of 20 MHz, and the τrms experienced in
the diffuse link (sec. V-B), estimates that anN of 8 could be used
to decrease the system complexity, given WN = 0.1WC [31].

On the other hand, an N of 64 provides good complexity com-
promise and has been used in many standard communications
systems such as Wi-Fi. Additionally, to achieve high through-
puts, VLC systems are expected to switch LEDs beyond their
cut-off bandwidths, as well as micro-LEDs suitable for VLC
with cut-off bandwidths > 100 MHz have been produced [49].
This means N > 8 will be required, to achieve very high data
throughput with W>>20 MHz. The value of μ was computed
as μ = τrms

Ts
−1 [31], where Ts is the sample duration, which

gave μ of 2 for the diffuse links. Therefore, μ = 2, was used for
all the investigations over the indoor VLC channels.

Fig. 6 shows a throughput comparison of the DCO-OFDM
and DCO-VC systems in uncoded and Coded-SD transmission
modes over the three Rx locations considered. These results
show that for uncoded transmission modes, the DCO-OFDM
and DCO-VC systems require almost the same levels of SNRe

to achieve a certain throughput in the hybrid indoor channels.
However, in the Coded-SD transmissions, DCO-VC provides
approximately up to 2 dB SNRe gain when compared to DCO-
OFDM for throughputs above 20 Mbit/s. This shows that for
the higher modulation orders, the coded DCO-VC system is
more power efficient than the coded DCO-OFDM. The BER
comparison for the results region with significant performance
difference between the two schemes is also shown in Fig. 7.

So far we have considered a scenario where perfect (noiseless)
CSI is available at the transmitter and receiver side. However,
the channel sounding process can be prone to noise itself. We
therefore, must look into the impact of the noise in channel
estimation on the achievable throughout, considering the number
of pilot symbols used for channel estimation. We assume to
estimate the channel coefficients according to the minimum
mean square error [50]. Under the hypothesis of transmitting up
to ten pilot symbols every second and that the SNR during the
estimation phase is the same of the communication, we report the
effect of noisy estimation on the throughput of both the DCO-VC
and DCO-OFDM systems. The results are shown in Fig. 8, which
consider a hybrid channel with receiver at Loc. (C) and an SNRe

sufficient to provide a BER ≤ 10−6. These results show that the
DCO-OFDM and DCO-VC systems will require between 2 to 4
pilot symbols for obtaining a good CSI, depending on M .

B. Performance Over Diffuse Link

1) Diffuse Links - Part I: In this section the performance of
the considered uncoded and Coded-SD systems is examined over
a diffuse (non-LOS) indoor link. In practical scenarios, the LOS
in hybrid indoor links can be either blocked or may not be present
due to the limited Rx FOV. In this case the VLC systems must
rely upon the diffuse signals. The impulse response of diffuse
indoor links has been verified through measurements in [38]
and can be given as (29) [38], [51], which is the same as (12)
when η = 0. It is shown in [38], that the optical power and the
cut-off bandwidth of the channel in diffuse links are uniform
across a room of the type considered and depends upon ρ and
〈t〉. Therefore, hDif (t) is also uniform across the room. The
τrms in this case can also be approximated from (16) as τrms =
τc/2 = −〈t〉/2 ln(ρ) [52]. For the considered room (Fig. 4) and
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Fig. 6. Throughput of uncoded and coded [a] DCO-OFDM and [b] DCO-
VC schemes over different hybrid links in considered indoor environment. The
dashed curves are obtained by curve fitting from the simulation (S) results shown
by markers.

the ρ value used in the previous section, the τrms of a diffuse
channel approximates to 5.7 ns, which is comparable to τrms of
a hybrid link at location C.

hDif (t) =
ζ

τc
exp

(
− t−Δtdif

τc

)
u(t−Δtdif ) (29)

Fig. 7. BER of the Coded-SD based DCO-OFDM and DCO-VC systems over
hybrid link at location C for a throughput of approximately 40 Mbit/s at BER
= 10−6.

Fig. 8. Throughput of uncoded DCO-OFDM and DCO-OFDM in hybrid
channel as a function of number of pilot symbol used for channel estimation.
The receiver is at Loc. (C). Each simulation considers SNRe level for a BER
≤ 10−6.

Fig. 9. Throughput of uncoded and Coded-SD [a] DCO-OFDM and [b] DCO-
VC schemes over diffuse channel. The dashed curves are obtained by curve
fitting from the simulation (S) results shown by markers.
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Fig. 10. Throughput of the uncoded and Coded-SD, [a] DCO-OFDM and [b] DCO-VC schemes over four diffuse links with different τrms: (I) 10 ns, (II) 20 ns,
(III) 35 ns and (IV) 50 ns. The dashed curves are obtained by curve fitting from the simulation (S) results shown by markers.

Fig. 9 shows the throughput performance of the considered
systems in uncoded and Coded-SD modes. During the simu-
lations, N was kept equal to 64 in this case as well, satisfying
WN<<WC andμ of 2 was sufficient to avoid ISI. The results for
the diffuse channel are similar to those at location C in the hybrid
links (Fig. 6). This shows that all the schemes are very effective
at equalising the channel dispersion over the diffuse link too.
Similar to the results seen in a hybrid channel, in the Coded-SD
mode, the DCO-VC scheme provides up to 2 dB SNRe gain for
the same throughput when compared to the DCO-OFDM in the
diffuse channel.

2) Diffuse Links - Part-II: The previous sub-section shows
that the maximum τrms experienced over the considered room
(Fig. 4), with key system parameters shown in Table I, will be
5.7 ns for a diffuse link. The τrms, as previously mentioned, is
directly proportional to 〈t〉 given ρ is almost unity. Therefore, for
a room of larger size the τc and hence τrms will be larger. In order
to study the performance of the considered systems with higher
temporal dispersion, four diffuse links each with τrms value of
(I) 10 ns, (II) 20 ns, (III) 35 ns and (IV) 50 ns were used. In this
case the diffuse CIR hdif (τ) was obtained by directly setting
the τc and τrms without defining the characteristics of the room.

The throughput performance of each system was evaluated
through simulations over each diffuse link which is shown in
Fig. 10.W was kept at 20 MHz and anN of 64 was used during
the simulations. A μ of 2, 4, 7 and 10 was sufficient to avoid
ISI over the diffuse links with τrms of 10 ns, 20 ns, 35 ns and
50 ns, respectively. The results show that the SNRe requirements
increase as the τrms increases and the throughput decreases due
to increase in the prefix length.

The results in Fig. 10 show the same trends as the results in
Fig. 9 and as the results in Fig. 6. However, it can be noticed
from Fig. 10 that as the τrms increases, the power efficiency of
the DCO-VC also increases. In the Coded-SD mode at τrms of
50 ns, the DCO-VC scheme provides more than 3 dB SNRe gain
when compared to DCO-OFDM. Additionally, in the uncoded
mode at τrms of 50 ns, the DCO-VC scheme provides more than
1 dB SNRe gain when compared to DCO-OFDM. This shows
that a coded DCO-VC system can lead to large SNR gains in
highly dispersive indoor VLC channels.

In addition to the SNR gains seen through the DCO-VC sys-
tem over the DCO-OFDM for all the channels considered in this
paper, it must be noted that for both the optical MCM schemes,
the Coded-SD transmission mode can provide approximately up
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to 9 dB SNRe gain in comparison to the uncoded transmission
mode (see Figs. 6, 9 and 10). This shows that a BC coding based
coded schemes will significantly enhance the overall throughput
of the VLC systems. The considered BC code has been widely
used in current communication systems, such as Wi-Fi and
Wi-MAX, hence the hardware implementation will not impose
any significant challenge.

C. Computational Complexity

The computational complexities of the DVO-VC and DCO-
OFDM schemes is an important aspect of the performance
comparison. The DCO-OFDM (without precoding) requires
N
2 log2N complex multiplications and Nlog2N complex ad-

ditions for the IFFT at the transmitter [53]. Similarly, at the
receiver, the DCO-OFDM requires N

2 log2N complex multipli-
cations and Nlog2N complex additions for the FFT. Further-
more, the DCO-OFDM requires N complex multiplications at
the receiver for channel equalisation. In comparison to this, the
DCO-VC requires N2 real multiplications and N(N − 1) real
additions at the transmitter and at the receiver each. Considering
anN of 8 (64), the DCO-OFDM requires 88 (1280) additions and
80 (1024) multiplications at the transmitter and receiver each.
On the other hand, the DCO-VC requires 56 (4032) additions
and 64 (4096) multiplications at the receiver and transmitter
each. Therefore, the computational complexity of DCO-VC is
lower than DCO-OFDM for small N only. Therefore, the SNR
gain achived by DCO-VC must be carefully traded-off with the
additional computational overload required for higherN , which
may be required for highly non-linear communication channels.
In the case of precoded DCO-OFDM, a further N2 complex
multiplications must be considered at the transmitter.

VI. CONCLUSION

A new multi-channel modulation scheme, DCO-VC, has been
proposed for quasi-static optical wireless links, which uses the
channel state information at the transmitter and receiver to par-
tition the channel into orthogonal sub-channels. The throughput
performance of the DCO-VC scheme has been evaluated over
various LOS and NLOS indoor VLC channels and compared
against the well-known DCO-OFDM system. The results show
that DCO-VC outperforms the DCO-OFDM scheme by achiev-
ing up to 2 dB and 3 dB SNR gains in the hybrid and diffuse
channels, respectively. Moreover, the results show that as the
dispersion in the VLC channel increases the SNR gains with the
proposed DCO-VC system increase further. The performance
evaluation results also show that the well-known BC codes with
puncturing technique could provide up to 9 dB SNR gain for the
DCO-OFDM and DCO-VC systems when compared to their
performance in uncoded transmission modes.

Potential future investigations could include use of channel
adaptive modulation with MMSE equalisation to further study
the system throughput performance improvements. The oppor-
tunity of decomposing the electrical channel along with the
optical channel through vector coding also exists, especially
considering transmission rates exceeding the −3 dB bandwidth.
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