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In GEANT4 spectral-angular distributions of the bremsstrahlung of medium-energy electrons from amorphous tar-

gets of different thickness and atomic charge were calculated. The total yield of gamma quanta in the forward

hemisphere and at large scattering angles were determined depending on the converter thickness. The difference in

the characteristics of gamma radiation for thin and thick targets was shown. The neutron yield is calculated due to

photonuclear reactions for various converters. Numerical estimates of the radiation spectra after passing through the

biological shielding for neutron and bremsstrahlung were carried out.

PACS: 07.85.Fv,61.80.Cb

1. INTRODUCTION

Calculation of the spectral-angular characteristics
of the electron bremsstrahlung radiation from
different targets is necessary for calculating of
the gamma-radiation yield at various angles, as
well as obtaining radiation spectra after passing
through biological shielding. The program code
GEANT4, PhysListLowEnergy allows to performs
such calculations with correct consideration of all
physical processes for the case of an amorphous target
[1, 2]. Similarly GEANTA4, PhysListQGSPBICHP
makes it possible to calculate the neutron yield due
to photonuclear reactions from targets of different
thickness and atomic charge. In NSCKIPT was de-
veloped the method for analyzing and optimizing of
the radiation facilities with linear electron accelera-
tors [3-5]. The method allows reach the optimal loca-
tion of objects for irradiation in the field of electrons
and bremsstrahlung. For example, in [6] the depen-
dence of the yield of nuclear reactions A(vy, X)B on
a bremsstrahlung beam was calculated in GEANT4.
Earlier, we calculated angular and energy distribu-
tions of the bremsstrahlung yield at small angles for
the electrons with energy 300...1200 M eV from vari-
ous converters. Angular distributions of the gamma
radiation yield N,(©) were obtained, the angular
width O/, was determined at half-height of the dis-
tributions [7-9]. The noticeable increase of value © /5
was observed with increasing thickness and charge
of the target. This is caused, mainly, by the mul-
tiple electrons scattering. There is the inverse pro-

portionality of ©;/5~1/E. at the equal converter
thickness. The neutrons generation by the medium-
energy electrons and the relative intensity of gamma
radiation, and the neutrons yield also depends from
the thickness and atomic charge of the target (7).
With the electrons energy increasing the photoneu-
trons yield of also increases [10]. Computer codes
GEANT4 and MCNPX are used both for the calcu-
lating the gamma radiation generation and neutrons
yield from the converter, and also for modeling the
radiation passage through matter [11-16]. The pur-
pose of this work is: — the calculation in GEANT4 of
the bremsstrahlung spectral-angular distributions of
medium-energy electrons from amorphous targets of
different thickness and atomic charge; — the perform-
ing numerical estimates of the total photoneutrons
yield from converters of different thickness and the
calculation of the angular dependence of the neutron
yield; — the performing numerical estimates of the
("residual”) gamma radiation and neutrons after the
passage of the biological shielding separately for the
neutrons and bremsstrahlung.

2. SPECTRAL-ANGULAR
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
ELECTRONS BREMSSTRAHLUNG

The energy and angular characteristics of the gamma
radiation of the electrons with different energies
from various converters were calculated similarly to
[7,8,23]. The gamma radiation was calculated in
spherical geometry for different value of the polar
angle (0...m radian). The axis of the electron beam
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corresponds to the 0 angle. The backward direction
corresponds to 7 radian.

Figs.1,2 shows the calculated bremsstrahlung
spectra of electrons with energy of E. = 10 MeV
for different ranges of the radiation angle of gamma
quanta (in radians) and two values of the Ta converter
thickness: 0.1 mm and 2.4 mm. Also the range of the
radiation angle is shown on the Figs.1,2.
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Fig.1. The calculated bremsstrahlung spectra of

electrons with an energy of E. = 10MeV for
different ranges of the gamma quanta radiation
angle (in radians). Ta converter thickness 0.1 mm
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Fig.2. The calculated bremsstrahlung spectra of

electrons with an energy of E., = 10MeV for
different ranges of the gamma quanta radiation
angle (in radians). Ta converter thickness 2.4mm

As the quanta radiation angle increases, the radiation
intensity substantially decreases. The number and
maximum energy of the high-energy quanta in the
spectrum at large angles also noticeably decreases. In
addition, with the converter thickness increasing, the
gamma quanta number at large angles also increases.

Fig.3 shows the ratio of the number of the
bremsstrahlung gamma quanta with energy in the
range 0...1 MeV to the total gamma quanta number
as the function of the radiation angle.

At large (> 90°) radiation angles, the fraction of the
gamma quanta with energy in the range 0...1 MeV
reaches 0.85. There is a little deflection of the de-
pendence in the region of > 90° (because of the
large transverse dimensions of the target). For the
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Ta target with dimensions 5 x 5 x 0.1mm?® and

E. = 10 MeV at the radiation angle greater than
> 80°, the fraction of gamma quanta with energy in
the interval 0...1 MeV reaches 0.9.
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Fig.3. The ratio of the number of bremsstrahlung
gamma quanta with energy in the range 0...1 MeV
to the total gamma quanta number as the function

of the radiation angle. Target — Ta, dimension
5x5x24mm3, E. =10 MeV

The gamma-ray spectra for 100 MeV electrons
were calculated and the total gamma quanta yield
from various converters was determined. Fig.4 shows
gamma-ray spectra for 100 MeV electrons from the
Ta target 1mm and 30 mm thick for the radiation
angle in the range 0...0.1 radian.
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Fig.4. Bremsstrahlung spectra of the 100 MeV elec-
trons from the Ta target 1 mm and 30 mm thickness.
The radiation angle is in the range 0...0.1 radian
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It can be seen that the gamma radiation spectra
for thin and thick (several radiation lengths) convert-
ers are significantly different. With increasing tar-
get thickness, the number of high-energy quanta de-
creases. In the thick target high-energy quanta can
produce electron-positron pairs, followed by the de-
velopment of the processes of bremsstrahlung, anni-
hilation, Compton scattering etc.

In Fig.5 shown the dependencies of the
bremsstrahlung yield from the radiation angle
for three gamma-ray energy intervals 0...1, 0...10,



10...100 MeV. Target Ta, thickness 1mm, E, =
100 MeV. Tt can be seen (shown by the arrow) that
the number of high energy gamma quanta decreases
by several orders of magnitude with increasing radi-
ation angle. At large angles (> 90°), gamma rays
with low energy were mainly radiated.
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Fig.5. Dependencies of the bremsstrahlung yield

from the radiation angle for three gamma-ray energy
intervals 0...1,0...10,10...100 MeV. Target Ta,
thickness 1mm, E, = 100 MeV

The total yield of the gamma quanta in the range
of the radiation angle 0...0.1radian and in the for-
ward hemisphere 0...1.57radian depending on the
target thickness was calculated. In Fig.6 is shown
the results of calculations for Ta, E. = 100 MeV.
The maximum of total gamma quanta yield is some-
what different for various radiation angles: in the
first case, the maximum yield was observed at the
target thickness of 5mm, in the second case - at
10 mm.
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Fig.6. The total gamma quanta yield in the range
of the radiation angle 0..0.1radian and in the
forward hemisphere 0...1.57 radian depending on
the thickness of the T'a target, 100 M eV, different N,

Fig.7 is shown the dependencies of the total
gamma quanta yield for Fe and C-converters in two
ranges of the radiation radiation angle: 0...0.1radian
and 0...1.57 radian for the target Fe (see Fig.7,a) and
C (see Fig.7,b) as a function of the target thickness.
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Fig.7. The dependencies of the total gamma quanta
yield for Fe and C-converters in two ranges of the
radiation angle: 0...0.1radian and 0...1.57 radian
for the target Fe — (a), and for the target C — (b), as
the function of the target thickness, E, = 100 MeV

For the Fe target the maximum gamma quanta
yield is observed at the target thickness of 10mm in
the radiation angle range 0...0.1radian and 30mm
in the radiation angle range 0...1.57 radian. In the
radiation angle range 0...1.57radian for target C,
the maximum is observed at the thickness of about
~200 mm, in the radiation angle range 0...0.1 radian,
at the thickness ~70 mm.

Thus, the maximum of the total bremsstrahlung
yield depends on the radiation angle and atomic tar-
get number.

The calculation of bremsstrahlung in the range
of the radiation angle 45...135° (sidewards) was per-
formed. The gamma quanta spectra from the Ta
target of various thickness are shown in Fig.8. The
transverse dimensions of the converter are fixed.It
is seen from Fig.8 that the gamma quanta spectra
for the target thickness of 20...80 mm practically co-
incide. Thus, the calculation showed that the total
gamma quanta yield within the radiation angle range
45...135° (sidewards) does not decrease with increas-
ing target thickness, but saturation occurs.
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Fig.8. The bremsstrahlung spectra from the Ta

target of various thickness in the range of the radia-
tion angle 45...135° (sidewards). The transverse Ta
target dimensions 2 x 2mm?

The gamma quanta spectra in the range of large
scattering angles of 145...180° (back) from the targets
of various thickness and atomic number were also cal-
culated.

Electrons with the energy of 10, 100, 1000 M eV
were directed to converters from C, Si, Ta. The
form of the spectra of "backward” gamma radiation
is practically the same for all values of the electron
energy. In Fig.9 is shown typical gamma radiation
spectra of the 100 MeV electrons in the ”backward”
radiation angle. The spectra of the ”scattered back-
ward” gamma radiation (in the back hemisphere) dif-
fers for the light and heavy targets. For light con-
verters (C, Si) there are a characteristic ” Compton
scattering trapezoidal spectrum”. The right edge of
the trapezoidal spectrum in energy corresponds to
the scattering of high-energy quanta (> 10 MeV):
280.9 keV — on an angle of 145° and 255.5keV - on
an angle of 180°. In the spectrum also the gamma
quanta with energies higher than the Compton scat-
tering energy and the 511 keV line are observed. This
is due to backward bremsstrahlung and annihilation
of positrons.

In order to better understand the mechanism of
formation of the radiation spectra of electrons in the
scattering angle range of 145...180° (back), additional
calculations were performed under the following con-
ditions: 1 — all the physical processes are included, 2
-= processes are turned off: Compton and Rayleigh
scattering, photoelectric effect, 3 — the difference of
spectra 1 and 2 is calculated. Some results are pre-
sented in Fig.10.

Thus, the characteristic ”Compton scatter-
ing trapezoidal spectrum” is better manifested on
thick converters from light elements and practi-
cally stop being visible for heavy elements, where
bremsstrahlung dominates at large angles. The re-
sults agree well with the data of [7,14].
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The backscattered radiation spectrum can be di-
vided on four regions: the region of CXR, Compton
scattering, the positron annihilation region, and the
secondary bremsstrahlung region.
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Fig.9. Calculated gamma-radiation spectra of the
100 MeV electrons in the radiation angle range of
145...180° for C, Si, Ta converters
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Fig.10. Radiation spectra of the 100 MeV electrons
in the scattering angle range 145...180° (back) for
C, Si converter: 1- all the physical processes are in-
cluded, 2 — processes are turned off: Compton and
Rayleigh scattering, photoelectric effect, 3 — the dif-
ference of spectra 1 and 2

3. CALCULATION OF NEUTRONS YIELD
FROM TARGETS OF DIFFERENT
THICKNESS

In the code GEANTA4, PhysListQGSPBICHP,
the neutron yield due to photonuclear reactions
was calculated for targets of different thickness and
atomic charge. Verification of the results was per-
formed by comparison with experiment and calcula-
tions in MCNPX. The calculated total neutrons
yield in 47 from the thick lead target under the ac-
tion of high-energy electrons is shown in Fig.11. The
results of the calculations are in good agreement with
the results of the experiment [10]. Saturation of the
neutron yield occurs at a target thickness of about
8...10 radiation lengths.

We also note that the change of the transverse
dimensions of the converter significantly affects on
the neutrons yield. The neutrons yield per electron
(Np,/Ne) increases from 0.069 for the Pb target with

size 10 * 10 * 50 mm3 to 0.088 for the Pb with size
60 x 60 x 50 mm?3.
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Fig.11. Calculated total neutrons yield in 4w from
the lead target under the action of electrons with an
energy of 100, 230 and 1200 MeV depending on the
thickness of the target. The transverse dimensions
of the target were 60 x 60 mm?

Fig.12 shows the results of calculating the total
neutrons yield under the action of the 100 MeV elec-
trons from the tantalum target. The results are in
good agreement with the calculations [17].
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Fig.12. The results of calculating the total neutrons
yield under the action of the 100 MeV electrons
from the tantalum target

From the obtained data, it can be seen that there
are optimal sizes of the converter, and there is no
sense in increasing the thickness of the converter
more than the thickness of the neutron yield satu-
ration. The dependence of the photoneutrons yield
from targets Pb of 40 mm thick and U of 50 mm thick
from the incident electrons energy is shown in Fig.13.
It can be seen that the dependence is close to linear
(with the coefficient of proportionality C), excluding
the energy regions close to the reaction threshold.
The results for Pb are in good agreement with the
results of the experiment [10].
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Fig.13. The dependence of the photoneutrons
yield from targets Pb of 40mm thick and U of
50 mm thick from the incident electrons energy

Tables 1-3 give a comparison of the calculated
neutron yields in GEANT4 with the results of the
experiments from work [16].

Table 1. Comparison of the calculated neutron
yield in GEANTA4 with the results of the experiment
from work [16]. E. =34 MeV

Table 3. Comparison of the calculated neu-
tron yield in GEANT4 with the results of the
experiment from work [16] for Cu, 5.93cm
thickness

E. Experiment | GEANT4
MeV N,,/N. N, /N,
x10~4 x1074
19 6.1 3.52
28 21.5 194
34 33.5 31.8

The agreement was satisfactory, except for the
threshold regions of the photonuclear reaction. The
neutron yield calculations in GEANT4 were also com-
pared with the results of papers [18, 19, 22]. We note
that the difference in the calculations results of the
neutrons yield in various papers is considerable (up
to 20...30 percent).

The calculated angular dependencies of neutron
yields for thick targets from Ta,W are shown in
Figs.14,a,b.
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Target Target Measured GEANT4
material | thickness, | yield N,/N. | yield N, /N.
cm (107%/MeV) | (107°/MeV)
Al 8.9 1.3 1.3
Cu 1.49 3.8 3.41
Ta 0.4 5.3 5.98
Pb 0.57 6.2 6.31

Table 2. Comparison of the calculated neutron yield
in GEANT4 with the results of the experiment from
work [16] for Ta, 3.74mm thickness

E, Experiment | GEANT4
MeV N,,/Ne N, /N,
x1074 x1074
10 0.88 0.065
19 5.3 6.22
28 13.7 14.62
34 18.0 18.56
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Fig.14. Calculated angular dependencies of neutron
yields for thick Ta, W targets

The angular distribution of neutrons is close to
isotropic, and it agrees well with the experimental
results [10] and calculations [20].



4. PASSING OF GAMMA-RADIATION
AND NEUTRONS THROUGH
BIOLOGICAL SHIELDING

Numerical evaluations of the gamma-radiation
spectra after the passing through the biological
shielding separately of neutrons and bremsstrahlung
gamma radiation were performed. In the center of the
concrete ball was placed a thick Ta converter with size
20 x 20 x 40 mm?, on which the E, = 100 MeV elec-
trons were directed. Bremsstrahlung, which passed
through the walls of the ball, was registered at an-
gles in the range 45° to 135° (sidewards). For this
converter the number of neutrons is about 25 times
smaller than the number of the incident electrons
(N, /N, ~0.04).

Unfortunately, GEANT4 does not provide correct
neutrons spectra, but satisfactorily estimates only the
total neutrons number. Therefore, in further calcula-
tions we used the model spectra of the T'alys program
[21].

The neutrons from the sphere center were directed
through the shielding in random directions. The neu-
trons passed through the shielding and gamma radia-
tion from (n, ) nuclear reactions at the angles in the
range 45...135° were registered.

Typical bremsstrahlung spectra and gamma-
radiation from (n,v) nuclear reactions at 45...135°
angles after passing 50 cm of lightweight concrete are
shown in Fig.15. Spectra have the similar form, but
for gamma radiation from (n,v) nuclear reactions the
large number of the gamma-lines are observed.Thus,
after passing through concrete, the following spec-
tra were obtained separately: 1. — bremsstrahlung
spectra; 2. — for neutrons, two spectra separately:
residual neutrons and gamma radiation from (n,~)
nuclear reactions.

The comparison of the radiation exposure dose
was carried out taking into account the quality fac-
tor K associated with the relative biological efficiency
of the radiation. Thermal neutrons have K = 5, neu-
trons from 10 keV to 100 keV have K = 10, neutrons
from 100 keV to 2 MeV have K = 20.

For the thickness of lightweight concrete 50
and 100cm, the radiation exposure of residual
bremsstrahlung behind biological shielding exceeds
the total contribution of gamma radiation from (n, )
reactions and residual neutrons by 15 and 30 times,
respectively.

For Fe screen the situation changes. The total
contribution of gamma radiation from (n,7) reac-
tions and "residual” neutrons exceeds the ”residual”
bremsstrahlung by 15 times for 20 cm of Fe, and in
~100 times for 40 cm of F'e. This is due to a stronger
absorption of gamma radiation in Fe and a less in-
tense thermalization of neutrons in iron.
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Fig.15. Bremsstrahlung spectra and gamma-
radiation from (n,7) nuclear reactions at 45...135°
angle after passing 50 cm of lightweight concrete

For a Pb screen 5 ¢m thick, the neutron spectrum
practically not changed; due to the quality factor in
this case neutrons also dominate over the "residual”
gamma radiation by a factor of 2. For 10 cm Pb, the
neutrons exceed the residual bremsstrahlung by more
than 4 times.

For 50cm of paraffin, almost complete neu-
tron absorption is observed. The ”"residual”
bremsstrahlung radiation exceeds gamma radiation
from (n, ) reactions by a factor of ~150 (Fig.16).

Thus, numerical estimates show that the radiation
spectra after the passing of biological shielding sep-
arately for neutrons and bremsstrahlung depend on
the shielding material. Qualitatively and in order of
magnitude, the results of calculations in GEANT4
coincide with the results of paper [13], in which
bremsstrahlung dominates (by an order of magni-
tude) for light concrete, and neutrons dominate (by
an order of magnitude) in the case of heavy concrete.
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blue line at the sideward angles 45...135° angles
after passage of 50 cm of paraffin

5. CONCLUSIONS

In GEANT4 were calculated the spectral-angular
characteristics of the medium-energy electrons
bremsstrahlung for various amorphous targets. The
angular distributions of the radiation yield from con-
verters of various thicknesses were calculated at an-
gles in the range 0...45° (forward), 45...135° (side-
wards) and 145...180° (back). The total yield of
gamma radiation to the forward and backward hemi-
spheres was calculated depending on the thickness of
the converter.

The calculation was made of the total yield of
neutrons from photonuclear reactions for targets
with different thickness and atomic charge. The
neutrons yield increased with increasing converter
thickness and the energy of the incident electrons on
the target. The numerical values of the total neutron
yield agree satisfactorily with the experiment. The
angular distribution of neutrons is close to isotropic.
Numerical estimates of the radiation spectra after the
passing of the biological shielding were performed for
neutrons and bremsstrahlung. It is shown that the
ratio of the radiations yield depends on the shield-
ing material. For lightweight concrete the ”residual”
bremsstrahlung is dominant. For heavy shielding ma-
terial the situation reversed and neutrons radiation
dominated.
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TOPMO3HOE M3JIVUYEHUE SJIEKTPOHOB U BEIXO/ HEMTPOHOB
N3 TOJICTBHIX KOHBEPTOPOB, ITPOXOXKXKJIAEHNUE TAMMA-N3JIYVYEHUN
" HEMTPOHOB YEPE3 3AIIUTY

A. C. Hees, I.JI. Bouex, B. H. /Ty6una, C. K. Kunpu«, I. II. Bacuaves, B. H. daosenxo,
B. JI. Oswunnux, M. IO. IlTyauxa

B GEANTA4 paccuuTadbl CHEKTPATLHO-YIJIOBBIE PACTIPEIEICHHS TOPMO3HOTO TaMMa-U3JIy Y€HUST 3JIEKTPOHOB
CpeqHUX HEPTUil u3 aMOpP@MHBIX MUIIEHEH-KOHBEPTOPOB PA3IUIHON TOIUHBL U aTOMHOTO 3apsama. Ompese-
JIEH TIOJTHBIM BBIXOJ TAMMAa-KBAHTOB B MEPETHION Toaycdepy u o7 OOMbIINMA YIJIAMU PACCETHUS B 3aBU-
CHMOCTH OT TOJIIUHBI KOHBepropa. [lokazano pasnuydne XapaKTEPUCTHK FAMMAa-H3JIy9€HUsd A TOHKUX U
TOJMICTHIX MutieHelt. [IpoBemen pacuer BBIXOAA HEHTPOHOB 33 CUET (DOTOSIEPHBIX PEAKIWM IS PA3TUIHBIX
KOHBEPTOPOB. [IpoBeeHbl YNCIEHHBIE OMEHKN CIIEKTPOB U3JIyUYeHUS TIOCTIE MTPOX0XK IeHNs ONOJIOrnIecKoil 3a-
MMUATHI OTJAETHHO A1 HEUTPOHHOTO W TOPMO3HOTO W3TYUeHUH.

TAJIbBMOBE BUIIPOMIHIOBAHHS EJIEKTPOHIB I BUXI/J HEMTPOHIB
3 TOBCTUX KOHBEPTOPIB, ITPOXO/>KEHHA T'AMMA-BUIIPOMIHIOBAHDb
I HEUTPOHIB KPI3b 3AXUCT

0. C. Hees, I. JI. Bouex, B. H. Iybuna, C. K. Kinpiu, I. II. Bacuaves, B. I. Slaosenxo,
B. /I. Oswinnux, M. FO. IITyaika

Y GEANT4 po3paxoBaHO CIEKTPAJIbHO-KYTOBI PO3IOILIN IaJIbMIBHOIO FraMMa-BAIIPOMIHIOBAHHS €JIEKTPOHIB
cepeiHix eHepriit 3 aMopgHEX MillleHeH-KOHBEPTOPIB Pi3HOI TOBIMHK 1 ATOMHOTO 3apsiay. Bu3Hnadeno moBHmit
BUXiJl TAMMA-KBaHTIB Y TIEPEIHIO MBCGEPY 1 M1 BEIUKUMEU KyTaMy PO3CIIOBAHHS B 3AJIEKHOCTI Bl TOBIITUHU
roHBepTOpa. [lokazano BiAMIHHICTD XapaKTEPUCTUK FaMMa-BUITPOMIHIOBAHHS 1T TOHKWX i TOBCTUX MiTTTeHeil.
IIpoBemeno po3paxyHOK BUXOIY HEMTPOHIB 3a PaxXyHOK (DOTOSAEpHUX peakiiiil ajs pi3HUX KOHBEPTOPIB.
IIpoBeaeHo dmcenbHI OIIHKN CITEKTPIB BUIIPOMIHIOBAHHS MICJIs TPOXOMKEHH Hi0T0OTIIHON0 3aXHUCTY OKPEMO
JJ1s1 HEUTPOHHOTO 1 TaJIbMiBHOTO BUIIPOMiHIOBaHb.

73



