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Williams himself has worked as a photograph-
ic printer and a commercial photographer but 
also as an art student, artist, and educator. He 
draws from all these experiences to articulate 
the binding threads between the generations 
of work.

In the section titled “Violence and Religion,” 
images that he, his grandfather, and his father 
made of their sons engaged in gun make- 
believe, are bookended by Williams’s grand-
father’s photographs of Pancho Villa’s bandits 
from 1915 on one side, and Byrd IV’s photos of 
gunshot victims on the other. Th e reader can 
draw their own conclusions from the relation-
ship between these images of violence and the 
religious healing photographs that follow. Th e 
text “Street Light” observes that Williams and 
his father were both “photographing rooms 
formed by darkness” when they roamed the 
city making pictures late at night.

While the similarities between these gen-
erations of photographers’ subject matter are 
sometimes uncanny and always fascinating, the 
project overall seems to be about storytelling, 
and how we tell stories about our lives and our 
families to remind us that we are not alone in 
this moment. In her book Men Explain Th ings 
to Me, Rebecca Solnit refl ects on the freedom 
to be gained by seeing the past, and the future, 
as a darkness. She suggests that it’s a mistake to 
try to use the past as a plan or a map, but better 
to use the darkness of the past to heighten our 
awareness of the present. In this project, Wil-
liams does not lay claim to any profound un-
derstanding of the past but rather he posits the 
simple notion that we are part of a group and 
they are complex and messy and a little like us.

Robin Dru Germany
School of Art

Texas Tech University

Homesteading the Plains: Toward a 
New History.
 By Richard Edwards, Jacob K. Friefeld, and Rebecca 
S. Wingo. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 
2017. 272 pp. Illustrations, fi gures, maps, tables, index. 
$45.00 cloth.

Through hard work and thorough research, 
Richard Edwards, Jacob Friefeld, and Rebec-
ca Wingo seek to dispel any false notions and 
set the record straight on what was one of the 
most infl uential events in the history of the 
United States in their book, Homesteading the 
Plains. Th roughout the work, the authors are 
able to correct false historical accounts that 
cast a poor light on the Homestead Act while 
they provide a wealth of statistical evidence 
to move toward a new history, as the book’s 
subtitle suggests. Th e Homestead Act provid-
ed opportunity for many ancestors of current 
Great Plains residents and helped populate the 
Great Plains along with making the region a 
major agricultural producer, cementing our 
roles in both national and international mar-
kets. As land was given out, communities were 
formed and churches and schools were soon 
to follow, helping to make the region and its 
people not only economically viable, but also 
culturally signifi cant. While nothing is without 
its fl aws, the Homestead Act was successful in 
its original goals, which is conclusively proven 
throughout the book.

This book is refreshing as it offers more 
content than most books on the Homestead 
Act. Th e amount of research that the authors 
and other contributors put into setting the re-
cord straight on farm formation, proving up 
on claims, accounts and defi nitions of home-
steading fraud, and the relationship between 
the Homestead Act and Indian land dispos-
session is both outstanding and convincing. 
Aft er disproving the “facts” that portray the 
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Homestead Act as unsuccessful, the book goes 
on to include great detail on the homesteading 
experiences of women, married or single, and 
multiple ethnicities, dispelling the common no-
tion that the Homestead Act was only taken 
advantage of by white men.

Th e authors suggest a new vision of home-
steading, based on the increasing amount of 
available digital data that is both intriguing 
and practical. Th e original research done us-
ing the digital homesteading records in Custer 
and Dawes Counties serves as a model that fu-
ture researchers can duplicate using their own 
counties or other areas of interest as digital data 
continues to become available. Homesteading 
the Plains does an excellent job of providing 
reasons to be excited for the future of home-
steading research while celebrating the past 
success of the Homestead Act, its principal role 
in the history of both the Great Plains and the 
entire country, and its enduring legacy on the 
land and the people who call it home.

Andrew Husa
Department of Geography

University of Nebraska– Lincoln

Baking Powder Wars: Th e Cutthroat Food 
Fight that Revolutionized Cooking.
 By Linda Civitello. Champaign: University of Illinois 
Press, 2017. ix +252 pp. Illustrations, appendix, notes, 
bibliography, index. $19.95 paper.

Linda Civitello’s latest book, Baking Powder 
Wars: Th e Cutthroat Food Fight that Revolu-
tionized Cooking, is quite a departure from her 
previous globally centered and broad work, 
Cuisine and Culture: A History of Food and 
People. An attractive, full- color cover photo-
graph of an old baking powder canister shot 
full of holes promises that the reader is about 

to embark on a raucous adventure of the leav-
ening agent’s history. Yes, baking powder and 
raucous adventure just occurred together in the 
same sentence. Happily, Civitello’s work does 
not disappoint in creating a stimulating history 
of a now ubiquitous American ingredient.

Using numerous public, private, and 
corporate collections in California and 
throughout the Midwest, the author has 
meticulously researched the development 
of baking powder and its indelible links to 
industrialization, corporate structures, food 
policy, and advertisements touting quick- 
rising breads as a key feature of the American 
dream. However, Civitello writes more than a 
straightforward business history.

Before delving into the trade wars of baking 
powder moguls, she vividly explores how prop-
erly made daily bread— with the right amount 
of rise, a tender crumb, and consistently good 
fl avor— was for centuries chiefl y the burden 
of women. By the eighteenth century, bread 
making was closely associated with domesticity, 
wholesomeness, health, and purity. Th e stakes 
were high for women who struggled to turn 
out quality daily bread using potentially incon-
sistent leavening agents. Every loaf was poten-
tially a shaming tool, used to either prove or 
ridicule her virtue as a good wife and mother. 
In response, women strove to create consistent 
and quick chemical leavening agents in their 
kitchens to alleviate the physical and social bur-
dens of bread making. Th eir experiments with 
wood ash and tartaric acid eventually became 
the basis for a nationwide industry.

Science refi ned baking powder production 
and improved the preciseness of the chemical 
process by the early nineteenth century. Chem-
ical leavening became big business aft er the end 
of the American Civil War, with each compa-
ny closely guarding their own recipe. Civitello 
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