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A CLASSIFICATION

s

OF IMPRESSIONS FOR FIGURATIVE SPEECH

—— A selection of adjectives measuring the figurativeness of expressions ——

Kohichi SAYAMA

The present paper investigated the question of what constitutes an impression of
“figurative” speech. Twenty-two subjects read figurative expressions and rated their
figurativeness on 50 adjective scales under two conditions. Condition 1 required
subjects to rate figurative expressions using simple and direct impressions. Condition
2 required subjects to respond to figurative expressions paying attention to the surface
forms of the expressions. Both indicated that the 50
Within each cluster, the adjec-
tive scale which highly correlated to its own cluster component was selected for further
research. Results suggested that impressions of figurative speech included both an
intellectual or rational aspect and an affective aspect. Results also showed that both
aspects consisted of 3 or 4 components. Ortony, Clore, and Foss (1987) have classified
affective related words in terms of the types of situations they refered to in certain

Both results were quite similar.
adjective scales were classified into several clusters.

verbal contexts.
by Ortony et al. (1987).
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conditions

(BE—RAR)

cognitive conditions

(FRATRED)

accept, certain, confused, curious,
doubtful, inspired, interested, sur-
prised, & ¥

bold, careful, competitive, crazy,
critical, friendly, lazy, stubborn, % &

behavioral-cognitive
conditions

(TE8—RRRR )
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