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Big Questions

The Simulation Theory

What are some Objections to the Simulation Argument?

Which is Reality? 

Nick Bostrom  provides three suppositions, “(1) the human species is very likely to go 
extinct before reaching a “posthuman” stage; (2) any posthuman civilization is extremely 
unlikely to run a significant number of simulations of their evolutionary history (or variations 
thereof); (3) we are almost certainly living in a computer simulation.” Bostrom's arguments 
are quite alluring and if true, may shake our foundations to their core. Due to our fast 
advancement in technology with products such as A.I, the possibility of being in a 
simulation is greater. And so, our hypothesis is that we are not living in a simulation. 
However, in the future we may be capable of producing one.  

Hillary Putnam's’ Brain in a Vat scenario 
supposes that our brains are connected to a 
super computer, which then sends signals to 

our brains which stimulates an external world. 
Putnam’s example suggests that if we were in 
a simulated world, we would not be able to 
know that we were inside of one. However, 

Bostrom's argument is that we are living inside 
of a simulation, so we are aware of being 

inside of the simulated world. 

Micah Summers argues that Bostrom’s 
argument that we could be living in a 

simulation is false because our consciousness 
cannot be digitized. 

Question: How do we determine what is 
reality? 

Plato’s Allegory of the Cave argues that what  we 
perceive through our senses is our reality. Meaning 
things outside of our senses are not our present 
reality. However, this just means that there is a true 
“reality” that is not known to us. 

Similarly, Hume argues that we cannot know anything 
outside of our sense perceptions. So, if we were living 
inside of a simulation, it would be impossible for us to 
know.

George Berkeley claims that there are no material 
substances and that all objects are just collections of 
ideas which are dependent on our minds. To Berkeley, 
these ideas are objects of knowledge, and for an idea 
to be perceived it has to be known. So, to have an 
idea that has a real existence separate from what is 
perceived would be impossible. Therefore, if there was 
a simulation, we would not be aware of being in one. 
As the ideas we perceive would be our only idea of 
“reality.” 

             Implications

Why Does this Matter? 

1. Are we living in a simulation?
2. Who created the Simulation?
3. How does society function in a 

simulation?
4. If we’re in a simulation, what is 

wrong with that?

Currently, our society has made 

significant progress in science and 

technology. With these advances, we 

may very well create a simulation, and 

become transhumans, leaving behind 

our “humanity.”

Question: What are the implications 
of the simulation, if it exists? 

Free-will will be restricted. Inside of a 
simulation our actions are programmed 
by our creators. There is no full body 
autonomy. 

If we’re in a simulation, then our morals 
must be something constructed by our 
creators. And so, if they created us to be 
this way, then are there any true evils 
that exist? Can we trust that they are 
capable of judging morality?

Is it ethical for our creators to have 
deceived us? With the probability of a 
simulation being higher because of A.I, 
should we begin to halt their 
productions? 

(Flow chart or diargram
 of Experimental Approach)

METHODS

Figure 1 is a representation of the simulation

INTRODUCTION

If we are living inside of a simulation, what’s wrong 
with that? Nick Bostrom, a swedish philosopher has 
proposed the question of whether we are living in a 
simulation. Philosophers in the past have grappled 
with this concept, from Plato to George Berkeley. In 
this thesis, I intend to argue or prove that we may be 
living inside of a simulation or to my best ability find 
some approximation to the truth of the matter. 

Our research so far has shown that a simulated 
universe could very well be created in the near 
future. However, there are still concerns for 
whether or not our consciousness and rationality 
would be able to be transferred to this simulated 
universe. As of right now, our research so far 
stands that if we are in a simulation, it would be 
impossible for us to be aware of being inside of 
one because our present reality is the only one we 
are aware of. Nonetheless, with our recent 
technological advances, it is highly possible that 
we’ll be able to create a simulation. 

SUMMARY
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For this paper, I will start with 
summarizing Nick Bostrom's argument. 
Then, I’ll explore some of the 
implications which he mentions, such as 
questions of reality, the afterlife and God 
and the problem of evil. Lastly, we will 
explore the ethical implications of the 
simulation. Our hypothesis is that we are 
not living in a simulation, but that we 
could, in the future, create one. 
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