REN European Institute Jounal of Effective Teaching Methods (JETM)
of Knowledge & Innovation ISSN: 2755-399X

Editorial

Contemporary educational discourse as a tool of modernization of

higher education

Nataliya Bhinder!*

1 European Institute of Knowledge and Innovation, UK
* Correspondence: natabhinder@gmail.com

https://doi.org/10.59652/jetm.v1i2.13

Abstract: The article deals with the analysis of different approaches to the definition of the category
of educational discourse in various fields of humanities in particular. Special attention was drawn to
the explanation of the notion of educational discourse. According to the author, it means a type of
institutional communication with a regulatory orientation, the purpose of which is the socialization of
a new member of society and the transfer to him of certain knowledge, abilities, skills, and social values.
The article proves that educational discourse creates positive educational communication between part-
ticipants of the educational process and results in positive knowledge transfer. Also, the author outlines
the structural components of educational discourse and explains its role within the educational process.
The findings show that effective educational discourse applied between the participants of the educa-
tional process helps build a positive educational environment and modernize higher education in the

long run.
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Today education is one of the components of supporting economic, socio-political, and
technological improvements and reducing the negative impact in various spheres of human
activity. Only highly qualified specialists who possess and use ethical standards of manage-
ment can understand historical advantages and make correct decisions. In-depth understand-
ings of discourse and innovative knowledge in the system of pedagogical training of future
specialists form new competencies to apply within professional activity and act efficiently in
a rapidly changing environment. This means education itself is a socially responsible phenom-
enon and creates favorable conditions for community development.

Higher education involves the category of educational discourse that literary means a
controlled thought process, the result of which should be ordered and logically fit in the
specific context.

In modern pedagogy, discourse is analyzed from different positions. Findings show that
there are at least three approaches to the study of discourse.

Firstly, it concerns the concept of communicative competence or possession of
knowledge, ideas, skills, and abilities necessary to support communication and exchange of
information within the framework the communication culture (Kiessling & Fabry, 2021).

Secondly, we talk about discourse as it makes a sequence of correct and logical state-
ments and when apply a number of text categories, such as addressability, thematic and sty-
listic unity, relative semantic completeness, the possibility of interpretation, genre specificity,
etc (Aberson et al., 2000, Datondji & Amousou, 2019).

Thirdly, the definition of discourse depends on the typology of the sphere of communi-
cation and the communicative situation. In this context, we differentiate person-otiented dis-
course presented in two main varieties - everyday and artistic communication as well as ac-
tivity-oriented that appears in many varieties based on the spheres of communication (politi-
cal, business, scientific, pedagogical, medical, military, sports, religious, legal and other types
of institutional discourse) (Mo, Ageeva, & Mei, 2020).

The spread of the term “discourse” in various fields of humanities led to the possibility
of using the term “discourse” in the following meanings:

1. Product of communicative action (conversation, communication) (Yrjé, 1999).
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2. Semantic homogeneity, logic and relevance of this product (reference discourse, mo-
tivational, literary, research) (Datondji & Amousou, 2019).

3. Its genre and ideological affiliation, attachment to a certain context (totalitarian dis-
course, epistolary discourse, etc.) (Wodak, 2011).

4. Connection with a complete layer of culture and a specific historical period (Datondji
& Amousou, 2019).

5. Regarding the fields of scientific research it denotes the methodological orientation,
the ordering of elements in a certain science (existential discourse of literary studies, gender
etc) (Mo, Ageeva, & Mei, 2020).

Thus, it turns out that discourse is an ambiguous sociocultural term which takes into
account the entire set of circumstances that preceded its occurrence, as well as a logically
ordered integral layer of phenomena that determines these circumstances and at the same
time includes them (Tracy, 2003).

We consider educational discourse is a type of institutional communication with a regu-
latory orientation, the purpose of which is the socialization of a new member of society, the
transfer to him of certain knowledge, abilities, skills, social values. It shows the implementa-
tion of social programs of interaction of participants in the conditions of the educational
communication situation. Within the educational process, educational discourse refers to such
typical institutional forms of interaction in which it is realized and where, accordingly, it is
fixed in social rules, norms, specific rituals and formulas that have their own linguistic expres-
sion.

The degree of presence of so-called rituals and institutionality depends to one degree or
another from the conditions of interaction of participants of educational communication and
from a set of role performances, which are realized by the participants of communication in
the course of implementation of their instructions and programs. The rituals existing during
educational communication suggest their common implementation of the ideal scheme of
educational discourse.

Educational discourse is a dialogue; and its general intention is a positive interaction
between students and teachers. Formally, educational discourse reflects the real situation,
which precedes knowledge as well as imparted knowledge that presupposes orientation to the
next experience.

But the main condition for the implementation of educational discourse is not only the
reproductive reproduction of the situation, but the possibility of creative activity, which de-
termines the variability of communication in the educational process. It should be noted that
there are also many factors that hinder both the conduct of educational discourse and its
impact on the development of the student’s creative potential.

One of the key categories of educational discourse is a category of pedagogical interac-
tion which is the dominant didactic factor affecting the student’s learning motivation, the
result of this training, because the educational process depends not only on a teacher, but a
dual process of interaction between a teacher and a student.

The structure of educational discourse includes a series of stages that a preconditioned
by a complex of external and internal factors. They are the following (Wortham, Kim, & May,
2020):

introduction to language contact;

promotion of the initial topic of conversation and its ratification;

change of roles during the communicative act;

changing the topic during the conversation;

output from a communicative act.

The formal sphere of educational discourse is characterized by a strict necessity of com-
pliance with social norms due to the principle of cooperativeness in solving compatible tasks,
and asymmetric social relations. The formal sphere forms an activity-oriented institutional
type of communication, which can be called a special type clichéd communication between
people who may not know each other, but should to communicate in accordance with the
norms of this society (Manoliu, 2015). Within the educational process they communication
to exchange knowledge and to interact in the educational environment.

Educational discourse is not simple a sequence of individual language units which are
bound together semantically but also a potential construction or intentional language activity,
which reflects the structure of the communicators, their system of motives, positions, views,
and attitudes.

Educational discourse in the structure of innovative processes in higher education acts
as a communicative model of language activity between the participants of the learning
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situation reflecting the events, facts, and realities of the visual reference situation in accord-
ance with their internal world. This activity concerns a system of thoughts, values, interests
because it involves an objective individual’s consciousness and subjective interpretation.
Therefore, the efficiency of educational discourse directly affects the modernization of the
educational process and makes it easier for all the participants.

We found that educational discourse requires certain communicative strategies. They
include:

explanatory;

evaluative;

controlling;

facilitating;

organizing.

These strategies express the social significance of a teacher as a representative of inno-
vative processes in higher education and are implemented as a teacher creates educational
environment for training. One more an important feature of educational discourse deals with
its innovative nature. it brings new knowledge, organize their transfer, creates positive condi-
tions for students’ training and assist to apply new teaching technologies within the educa-
tional process.

In addition, educational discourse, being a flexible phenomenon, is changing because of
development of the student-teacher interaction model. Contemporary educational discourse
requires the establishment of subject-subject interaction to enhance the efficiency of the ed-
ucational process.

To make the communication effective, it is necessary, first of all, to plan educational
process and to direct it in a constructive direction. But, at the same time, educational discourse
due to its inherent communicative and creative features is not always planned, especially if
the speech is about higher education. This happens whe the text concerns the social environ-
ment of educational discourse of higher school, in contrast from school and preschool forms
of education. Upon entering a university, students obtain various social, demographic, cul-
tural, national and ethnic role standards, including discourse culture.

It can be argued that educational discourse is implemented spontaneous and rationally
organized form. It is necessary to note that for the successful organization and facilitation of
educational discourse, a teacher must speak with students in the same language that actually
means to understand all the categories and events within the educational environment; to
construct similar communication and use understandable content; to present reliable infor-
mation and orient towards professional training of students.

To conclude, the discourse is conducted in a constructive form and becomes a tangible.
Also, it contributes to the victory of new ideas, ideas both in the field education, as well as in
the economy, politics, culture, encouraging all participants to activate social life, and ob-
servance of such universal human values as freedom, tolerance, responsibility, dignity,
knowledge.

Discourse is an important component of modern activity of leaders of new social think-
ing, a tool the formation of civilized personal, internal and international relations. Discourse
acts as a universal tool not only for communication; it is as effective factor in pedagogy as
well. Including various methods, discursive pedagogy ensures the quality education, contrib-
utes to the intensification of education process, creates a democratic environment for tolerant
interaction.
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