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To the question, "What does baptism mean?" William Willimon offers the answer,
"Everything that water means!"®

The truth of the images of baptism rests not in any one image nor in the
total of all of them. In our attempts to explain baptism totally, we sometimes give
the impression to our children that the effect of baptism is dependent on the
correct understanding and actions of the one being baptized. We forget that
baptism, like salvation in general, is essentially something God does. The image
we choose to understand the effect of baptism can be one or several among the
many. The truth i< that as we grow into our baptism we will find new meaning in
each of the images. The act of baptism is unifying. The variety of images of
baptism speaks to the individual. We owe it to our children to allow them to hear

all images and to appropriate those images most meaningful to their lives.

Conclusion

This theological perspective has been an attempt to work within the
Restoration tradition on a problem seldom addressed by Churches of Christ. In a
time when Churches of Christ seem to be losing more and more of their young
people to other traditions and to the world itself, it is the time to ask serious
questions about the theology of children and the initiation process meant to bring
children into faithful maturity. The desire to hang on to the past is strong. But
when the practices of the past have been neither biblically sound nor effective,

new questions must be asked.

®Willimon, 94.
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