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1.IntrodⅦCtion

Thepurposeofthispqperistoinvestigatethecorrelationbetweenthescoreson

theMinimalEnglishTest(MET)developedbyMaki,Wasada,andHashimoto(2003),

andthescoresontheJapan?SeUniversityEntranceExamination(EnglishPart)2008,
administeredbytheUniversltyEntranCeExaminationCenter.Weca11theUniversity
EntranCeExamination(EnglishPart)2008theCenterTest(CT)2008hereafter.

Maki,Wasada,and Hashimoto(2003)showed that there was a statistically

Slgni丘cantCOrrelationbetweenthescoresontheMETandthescoresontheCT2002
(r=･68,P<.05,andn=154).Maki,Ito,MiyamOtO,Oku,Uchibori,andUeda(2004)also

Showedthattherewasastatisticallyslgnificantcorrelationbetweenthescoresonthe

METandthescoresontheCT2003(r=.72,P<.05,andn=629).Maki,VOnFragstein,

Morishima,Tsun山a,Ito,MiyamOtO,Oku,Uchibori,Date,andTagawa(2005)showed
thattherewasastatisticallyslgni丘cantCOrrelationbetweenthescoresontheMETand

the scores onthe CT2004(r=.72,P<.05,and n=657).Maki,Kasai,Goto,Morita,
Yumoto,Ochi,Oku,andDate(2006)showedthattherewasastatisticallysigni丘cant

COrrelationbetweenthescoresontheMETandthescoresontheCT2005(r=.61,P<.05,
andn=600).

Furthermore,1istenlngCOmPrehensionwasaddedtotheCT2006forthefirsttime

inthehistoryoftheCT,andMaki,Kasai,Goto,Ito,MiyamOtO,andOku(2007)showed
(1)thatthescoresontheMETandthetotalscoresontheCT2006hadarelativelyhigh

COrrelation(r=.62,P<.05,andn=610);(2)thatthescoresontheMETandthescoreson
the reading section ofthe CT2006had a moderate correlation(r=.59,P<.05,and
n=610);(3)thatthescoresontheMETandthescoresonthelisteningsectionoftheCT
2006hadamoderatecorrelation(r=.55,P<.05,andn=610).AIso,Maki,Kasai,Goto,
Okada,Takahashi,Hasebe,Imamaki,Ishikawa,Ito,Oku,YumOtO,Miyamoto,Ochi,

HamaSaki,Ueda,Nagasue,Kasai,andDunton(2008)showed(1)thatthescoresonthe
METandthetotalscoresontheCT2007hadarelativelyhighcorrelation(r=.66,P<.05,

andn=895);(2)thatthescoresontheMETandthescoresonthereadingsectionofthe
CT2007hadamoderatecorrelation(r=.62,P<.05,andn=895);(3)thatthescoreson
the METand the scores on thelistenlng SeCtion ofthe CT2007had a moderate

COrrelation(r=.61,P<.05,andn=895).
ThepresentresearchisthenacontinuationoftheresearchprogramStartedby

Maki,Wasada,andHashimoto(2003).Inthisstudy,WeCOllectedsetsofdatafromthe

StudentsatAichiUniversityofEducation,AkitaUniversity,GifuUniversity,Hokkaido
University,OsakaUniversity,andTheUniversityofKitakyushu.Datawereco11ected

from563subjects.Asaresultofaseries ofcorrelationanalyses,ltturnedoutthat

un1iketheresultsofthepastsurveyS,therewasadif托renttendencyamOngthethree
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correlationsbetweenthescoresontheMETandthescoresontheparts(total,reading,
andlistening)oftheCT2008:(1)thescoresontheMETandthescoresonthelistening
sectionoftheCT2008hadthehighestcorrelation(r=.67,P<･05);(2)thescoresonthe
METandthetotalscoresontheCT2008hadthesecondhighestcorrelation(r=.65,

p<.05);and(3)thescoresontheMETandthescoresonthereadingsectionoftheCT
2008hadthelowestcorrelation(r=.60,P<0.5).

Theorganizationofthispaperisasfo1lows･Section2givesanoverviewofthe

materials(theMinimalEnglishTest(MET)andtheUniversityEntranceExamination
(EnglishPart)2008(CT2008))tobeemployedinthisresearch･Section3analyzesthe
data,andSection4reportstheresults.Section5concludesthepaper.

2.-Materials

Section2.1givesanoverviewoftheMinimalEnglishTest(MET)developedby
Maki,Wasada,and Hashimoto(2003),and Section2.2givesanOVerView ofthe

UniversityEntranCeExamination(EnglishPart)2008(CT2008)･

2.1TheMinimalEnglishTest(MET)

TheMETisasimpletestwhichrequlreSthetesttakertowriteacorrectEnglish

WOrdwith4lettersorfbwerintoeachofthe72blankspacesoftheglVenSentenCeS,

wittenononepleCeA4paper,WhilelistenlngtOtheCDonwhichthesentencesare

recorded.TheMETisbasedonLessonsland20fthetextbookforuniversltylstyear

StudentswrittenbyKawanaandWalker(2002)andtheCDthataccompaniesit･The

COntentSOfthetextbookareessaysonthemodernSOCietyoftheUnitedStates･TheCD
lastsabout5minuteswithaspeedof125wordsperminute.TheMETisshownbelow･
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乃e腑〃f∽αJ且乃g/fぶカ乃∫J

Date‥Month_Day→ Year Score: /72

TheScoreontheReadingSectionoftheUniversityEntranCeExamination(EnglishPart)2008: /200

TheScoreontheListeningSectionoftheUniversityEntranceExamination(EnglishPart)2008T/50

PLeasemlanEnglishwordwith41ettersorfヒwerintoeachblankspace,WhilelisteningtotheCD･

1. Them往iorityofpeoplehaveatleastonepetat( )timeintheir( )･
2, Sometimestherelationshipbetweenapet( )orcatanditsowneris( )close
3. that( )begintoresemble( )otherintheirappearanCeandbehavior･
4. Ontheother( ),OWnerSOfunusualpets( )astigersorsnakes

5. sometimes( )toprotectthemselves( )theirownpets.

6. Thirtyyears( )theideaofaninanimate( )flrstarose.
7. Thiswasthepet( ),Whichbecameacraze( )theUnitedStatesand
8. spread( )othercountriesas( ).
9. People( )largesumsofmoneyfbrordinaryrocksandassigned( )names･
10. Theytiedaleasharoundtherockandpulled( )downthestreetjust( )adog･

11. ¶lerOCkowners( )talked( )theirpetrocks.
12. Now( )wehaveenteredthecomputerage,( )havevirtualpets･

13, TheJapaneseTamagotchi--一( )imaginarychicken( )-一一

14. ( )theprecursorof( )virtualpets.
15. Nowthere( )anever-increasingnumberofsuchvirtual( )

三等:慧慧FmOSt;‡ニ:ご認慧覧Tead買ting()their()●
18. you( )reserveapermanentreStingplace( )thelnternetinavirtualpetcemetery･

19. Sportsarebigbusiness.WhereasBabeRuth,the( )famousathleteof( )day,
20.

waswel)-known( )earningas( )asthePresidentoftheUnitedStates,theaverage
2l. salary( )today'sproftssionalbaseba)lplayersis( )timesthatofthePresident･

22.( )ahandfulofsportssuperstarsearnlOOtimes( )throughtheircontracts

23.( )maJlufacturersofcIothing,( ),andsportsequipment･
24. Buteverygenerationproduces( )ortwolegendaryathletes( )rewrite
25. therecordbooks,andwhoseabilityandachievements( )remembered( )generations･

26.( )thecurrentgenerationTigerWoodsandMichaelJordanaretwo( )1egendary
27. figures,( )ofwhom( )achievedalmostmythicalstatus.
28. The( )thatalargenumberofproftssionalathletes( )hugeincomes
29, has( )toincreasedcompetitionthroughout( )sportsworld.
30. Parents( )theirchildrentosportstrainingcamps( )anearlyage･
31. Such( )typicallypracticethreeto( )hoursaday,
32.( )weekend( )duringtheirschooIvacations
33.inorder( )bettertheirchancesofeventual1yobtaining( )well-Paidposition

34. onaproftssional( )whentheygrow( ).
35. Asforthe( )youngaspirantSWhodo( )succeed,
36. onewondersifthey( )regrethaving( )theirchildhood.

ThetesttakerisverballyglVenthefo1lowlng4instruCtionsinadvance･

1. WritethescoreoftheUniversityEntranCeExamination(EnglishPart)thatyou

tookin2008. .

2. Fi11anEnglishwordwith41ettersorfewerintoeachoftheblankspaces,While

listenlngtOtheCD.

3. TheCDlastsabout5minutes.

4. Tbereisaboutathree-SeCOndintervalbetweenLine18andLine19.

AftertheaboveinstruCtionsareglVen,thevolumeoftheCDischecked,andtheMETis

administered.

2.2TheUniversityEntranceExamination(EnglishPart)2008(CT2008)

TheUniversityEntranCeExaminationCenter(2008)providesthesummaryofthe
CT2008resultsbelow.

55
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7Ⅵe月eα成乃g鮎cJわ〃q/J毎Cr200β
Observations 497,101

Fullmark 200

Numberofquestions 50

Averagescore 125.26

Standarddeviation 39.28

Timelimit 80minutes

Date Janu∬y19tb,2008

乃e⊥如e〃わ曙滋cJわ〝q/肋eCr200β
Observations 490,853

Fullmark 50

Numberofquestions 25

Averagescore 29.45

Standarddeviation 8.72

Timelimit 30minutes

Date January19th,2008

ThereadingsectionoftheCT2008,COntainsquestionsaboutpronunciation,grammar,

reorderingofsentences,andreadingcomprehension,andthelistenlngSeCtionoftheCT
2008,COntainsquestionsaboutlisteningcomprehension.

3.DataamdAmaけsis

3.1Data

TheMETwasadministeredatthefo1lowlnginstitutionsduringtheperiod丘om

midApri1totheendofMayof2008:AichiUniversityofEducation,AkitaUniversity,

GifuUniversity,Hokkaido University,Osaka Universlty,and The University of

Kitakyushu.Thetotalnumberofthedatawas563,aSShownbelow.

Institution NumberoftheData

AichiUniversityofEducation 30

AkitaUniversity 67

GifuUniverslty 239

HokkaidoUniverslty 15

OsakaUniversity 18

TheUniversltyOfKitakyushu 194

Total 563

3.2Analysis

Weanalyzedthedata(thescoresontheMETandthescoresontheCT2008)bya

Simpleregressionanalysis(COrrelationanalysis).Theresultsareshownbelow･
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CorreJαJわ〝βeJwee〝班e滋ore∫0〝Jゐe叔Erα〝dJゐe7bねJ滋ore∫0〃JゐeCr20ββ

RegressionStatistics

CorrelationCoe伍cient(R) 0.653939

RSquare 0.427637

A句ustedRSquare 0.426(;16

StandardError 27.27388

Observations 563

P-Value 6.91E-76

57

CorreJαJわ〃βピルeg〝J如滋ore∫0乃J力eA4君r(‡乃d才力e滋ore∫0〃J毎月eα成〃g滋cJわ〃q/
才力eCr200β

RegressionStatistics

CorrelationCoefBcient(R) 0.59853

RSquare 0.358239

A4justedRSquare 0.357095

StandardError 24.22725

Observations 563

P-Vdue 5.21E-56

CorreJαJわ乃βe加ee〝JゐeJおore∫0〝才力eA∠Er(〝‡d班e滋ore∫0〃J如⊥ねJe〃叫g助c血〃q/
才力eCr200β

RegressionStatistics

CorrelationCoefncient(R) 0.674262

RSquare 0.454629

A句ustedRSquare 0.453657

StandardError 5.995211

Observations 563

P-Value 6.91E-76

TheresultsoftheseanalysesaremOreClear1yrepresentedbythefo1lowlnggraPhs･

C(げreJαJわ〝βピノwee〝J力e5bore∫0〃才力eA4Erα乃d才力e7bねJ&70re∫0〃才力eCr200β

Theregressionlineisy=2.25x+104.43.
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('r〃Tビ/(J/わ〃βビハ化川//Jピ凡･川･ピ.-りJT伽ルJgr(∽(//反乱…･ど∫U〃Jカビ伽(〟〟〃g.‰山山J7(†/､
才力eCr200β

Theregressionlineisy=1.73x+88.22.

CorreJβ√わ乃月e血′ee乃班gjわore∫0〃班eA4Er(‡〃d血滋ore∫0〃才力e⊥f∫Je〃≠喝励cJわ乃q/

JゐeCr200β

Theregressionlineisy=.52x+16.2.

Astheabov竺analys?SShow,itturnedoutthat(1)thescoresontheMETandthe

SCOreSOnthelistenlngSeCtlOnOftheCT2008hadthehighestcorrelation(r=.67,P<･05);
(2)thescoresontheMETandthetotalscoresontheCT2008hadthesecondhighest

COrrelation(r=.65,P<.05);and(3)thescoresontheMETandthescoresonthereading
SeCtionoftheCT2008hadthelowestcorrelation(r=.60,P<0.5).
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5.ConclⅦSion

Toconclude,WehavefoundthatunliketheresultsofthepastsurveyS,therewasa

diffbrenttendencyamOngthethreecorrelationsbetweenthescoresontheMETandthe

SCOreSOntheparts(total,reading,andlistening)oftheCT2008:(1)thescoresonthe
METandthescoresonthelisteningsectionoftheCT2008hadthehighestcorrelation

(r=.67,P<.05);(2)thescoresontheMETandthetotalscoresontheCT2008hadthe

SeCOndhighestcorrelation(r=.65,P<.05);and(3)thescoresontheMETandthescores
OnthereadingsectionoftheCT2008hadthelowestcorrelation(r=.60,P<0.5).

Atourpresentstageofunderstanding,WeCannOtPrOVideanyexplicitexplanation

forthedi脆renttendencyobservedinthepresentstudy.However,thefactthatthere

waslittledif托rencebetweenthecorrelationcoefficientbetweenthescoresontheMET

andthe scores onthelistening sectionofthe CT2008(r=.67)and the correlation

COefncientbetweenthescoresontheMETandthetotalscoresontheCT2008(r=.65)
SeemStO SuggeStthatcontrarytoitsappearanCe,theMETdoesnotsimplymeasure

listeningcomprehension,butitmeasureSamOregeneralEnglishpro丘ciency,1nCluding

readingcomprehensionandlisteningcomprehension.
AIso,aCOmParisonoftheresultsoftheanalysesofthescoresontheMETandthe

SCOreSOntheCTfrom2002to2008,reVealsthatthecorrelationcoe伍cientsbetween

the scores on the METand the totalscores onthe CT are more orless consistent

(from･61to･72).Seethefo1lowingchart.

点e∫〟血〆班ed乃α桓e∫q｢J鮎滋ore∫0乃J毎A4Erα〝dJ力e滋ore∫0〃班eC7｢タ0椚2β02わ
200β

Year Observations CorrelationCoefficient(R) RegressionLine

2002 154

.68(Reading)
y=1.53Ⅹ+82.13

2003 629

.72(Reading)
y=2.3触+67.62

2004 657
.72(Reading)

y=2.18Ⅹ+75.95

2005 600

.61(Reading)
y=2.09Ⅹ+66.06

2006 610 .59(Reading)
y=1.49Ⅹ+101.55

.55(Listening)
y=.33Ⅹ+29.34

.62(ReadingandListening)
y=1.82Ⅹ+130.89

2007
895

.62(Reading)
y=l.4lx+109.21

.61(Listening)
y=.40Ⅹ+23.97

.66(ReadingandListening)
y=1.80Ⅹ+133.18

2008 5(i3
.60(Reading)

y=1.73Ⅹ+88.22

.67(Listening)
y=.52Ⅹ+16.2

･65(ReadingandListening)
y=2.25x+104.43

Wewi11continuetoconductthislineofresearchinordertouncoverthegenuine

natureoftheMET.
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CorreIationCoe疏ciehtS Characteristics

0.0≦r<10.2l almostnocorrelation

IO.2≦r<tO.4Ⅰ weakcorrelation

10.叫≦r<10.7l moderatecorrelation

10.71≦r<蔓0.9l StrOngCOrrelation

10.91≦r<11.01 extremelystrongcorrelation
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