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Ayxam Cranek: [Tane CriBene, AsKyIo, 10 OroAHAUCs Ha Oecipy 3 HaMu.
Aasaiite xoporko npepcraBumocs. S € icropukom apxitexrypu 3 Manuec-
Tepcbkoro yHiBepcurery. HemopaBHo Buiiiaa Most KHiDKKa <« Apxitekrypa
BCECBITHBOI'O COLIiAAI3MY> IIPO apXiTEKTYPHI 0OMiHM AOOH XOAOAHOI BiliHU
Mk conjasicTuyHumMu kpaiHamu CxiaHol €BpoIu Ta ACKOAOHI30BaHUMHU
AepxaBamu APpuxu ta Asil.
Oaexcanpp Anicimos: Birato, s — pocaianuk ypbanismy 3 Kuesa. 3apas
npamoro Hap npoektoM «Ilicas Conjasictuanoro MopepHismy>, skuit
3BEPTAETLCS AO YKPAIHCHKOI PAASHCHKOI APXITEKTYPH Ta ApXiTEKTYPHOI OCBi-
TH, TIOEAHYIOUH IX i3 ITOCTCOLIAAICTUMHUMU IIEPETBOPEHHAMU MiCTa.
CriBen Mykiii6i: Asikyio, A03BOAbTE TaKOX IpeAcTaBUTHCSL S 3 Yranawy, ap-
xiTeKTOp, HayKoBewb i BUkAaapad. HaBuaBcs B papsiHebkiit YipaiHi, i B MeHe
AMIIMAKCS XOPOIIi CIIOTaAM HPO Ti YacH. Toai s Anime BXoAuB y Aopocae
XKUTTs 1 BUpOOAsIB npodeciiini HaBuuku. Y MeHe Terai crorapgu npo Kuis,
51 II0-CBOEMY 32 HHM CYMYIO 1 He IIKOAYIO, L0 HABYABCS TaM. 3TOAOM S IIOBEP-
HYBCSL AO YraHaH, pAaai BuuBcs y Croaydenomy KopoaiBcTsi, a ToAl 3HOBY
OBEPHYBCA A0 YraHaHU. [Touas npanoBatu B AkaaeMil, i Aooci TyT mpaiioro.
Koau st Bnepute npuixas Ao Kuesa, y Mene He 6ya0 5k0AHOTO AOCBiAY y cdepi
apxiTeKTypH, s He MaB HaBiTh raAKH, 10 e Take. Aae Topl Papsacpkuit Coros
HAAABaB CTUIIEHAIL Y Hararpox raAy3sx Ha OCHOBI OLIIHOK i3 Qi3HKH, MaTeMaTHKH
Ta reoMertpii, i Tak Bubpasn Mere. CroyaTKy IAQHYBAAOCS, LIO 51 BUBYATHMY
iFDKeHEpHy CIIpaBy B YTaHAI, OCKIABKH apXiTEKTypPy B MOIH KpaiHi TOAl He BU-
KAapaAH. CAMHMMH apXiTEeKTOpaMH B YTaHAI 6yAm Ti, XTO 3,A,06YB ocsiry B Hait-
pobi abo Ha 3axoai. Takox 6yA0 y Hac i KiAbKa yraHAIIICPKUX apXiTEKTOPIB, sIKi
HaBuaaucs y Papsacskomy Corosi — B Pocil, Ykpaini ta iHmux pecrybaixax.

Lukasz Stanek (ES): Stephen, thank you so much for agreeing to talk to us. Let us intro-
duce ourselves briefly: 'm an architectural historian at the University of Manchester. I
have recently written a book titled Architecture in Global Socialism, focused on the Cold-
War era architectural exchanges between the socialist countries in Eastern Europe and
the decolonizing countries in Africa and Asia.

Oleksandr Anisimov (OA): I am an urban scholar based in Kyiv. I am currently work-
ing on a project called After Socialist Modernism which addresses Soviet Ukrainian
architecture and architectural education, and connects them to post-socialist urban
transformation.

Stephen Mukiibi (SM): Thank you for that introduction, let me also introduce myself. I
come from Uganda and I'm an architect, scholar and educator. I was trained in the Soviet
Ukraine, and I still have good memories of my time there. At that time I entered adult-
hood and I was forming my tools as a professional. I have good memories of Kyiv, I miss

it in a way, and I don’t regret studying there. Afterwards I returned to Uganda, then
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I continued my studies in the UK, and after my training there I came back to Uganda.

Ijoined the Academia and that is where I am now.

I first arrived there, in Kyiv, into the field of architecture, with almost no previous experi-
ence or any idea of what it was. By then the Soviet Union was giving bursaries for studies
in different areas, based on the students’ performance in physics, math and chemistry,
and I was selected. Initially, I was going to study engineering in Uganda, as architecture
was not being taught in the country. The only architects in Uganda were those who had
been trained in Nairobi or countries in the West. We had also a few Ugandan architects
trained the Soviet Union, in Russia, Ukraine and other republics.

(ES): What year did you come to Kyiv?

(SM): I came to Kyiv in 1983, by the end of the year. Then I started a year-long prepara-
tory course, and in 1984 the actual studies started. I graduated in 1990.

(ES): Could you walk us through the application process? Did you have a choice in terms

of where you would study in the Soviet Union?
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(SM): The selection process was based on applications for the courses that we expressed
interest in, but beyond that we did not know where we were going to go. We knew that
we were going to Soviet Union, but we did not know much about the country. I knew
that it was a vast country, but I had no idea in which city I would study. And when we
reached Moscow, we were divided into groups, some of my colleagues were sent to Len-
ingrad, others to Tashkent. As for me, I went to Kyiv. We didn’t have a choice.

(ES): You did not know the language either, did you?

(SM): No, I didn’t know the language. I had a few colleagues who had studied a bit
of Russian. Ugandans who went to the Soviet Union for training did so through two
different channels. There were those who, like me, applied for a scholarship through the
government of Uganda and the Ministry of Education. Others were applying through
the Russian Cultural Center in Kampala. They often had received some training in the
Russian language and in Russian culture.

(ES): What happened after you arrived to the Soviet Union?

STEPHEN MUKIIBI, OLEKSANDR ANISIMOV, tUKASZ STANEK

A. C.: B sixomy poui Bu npuixasn o Kuesa?

C. M.: ¥V 1983-my, nip kiHeus poxy. Pik st mpobyB Ha MIATOTOBYMX Kypcax,
a ¢paxTHYHE HaBYaHHs posnoyarocs 1984-ro. Aumaom 3500yB 1990 poxky.
A. C.: Poskaxirs npo npouec Berymy. ¥ Bac 6ys Bubip, 10 Bubdatu B Papsia-
cexomy Corosi?

C. M.: I'Ipouec A060py IPYHTYBaBCs Ha HALINX 325IBAX, Y SIKUX MU BHCAOBAIO-
BAAH 3alliKaBACHH: eBHUMHU Kypcamu. OAHAK MU He 3HAAH, KYAH HAC PO3IIO-
AlasiTe. Mu 3Haan, mo iaemo a0 Papsacskoro Corosy, ase mpo came kpaiHy
HaM OyA0 BiAOMO Maao. 5] 3HaB, LIO 1l BEAHKA ACPXKABa, AAC I TAAKU HE MaB,
B siKOMY came MicTi Buutumycs. Koan mu npuaerian 40 Mocksu, Hac moaisu-
AW Ha TPYIIH, ACSKHX MOIX TOBAapHIIB BIATIpaBHAU AO AeHIHTpaAa, IHIINX —
Ao Tamkenta. Io 5x A0 MeHe, TO 51 notpanus y Kuis. Bubuparu mu e moran.
A. C.: MoBU BM TakOX He 3HAAU?

C. M.: Hi, e 3Haan. Aesxi 3 MOIX TOBapHIIB TPOXHU BYHUAH POCIHCBKY.
VrauaiiiniB Aas HaB4anHs B Papsucekomy Corosi BI/I6I/IpaAI/I ABOMa IIIASI-
xamu. [lepmuit — ne Ti, XTO, 5K 1 5, MOAABAaB 3as(BKY HAa CTHIICHAILIO Yepe3
ypsia Yranau i MinicrepcrBo ocsitu. Inmi sx morpanuan yepes Pocificbkuin
KyAbTypHHIT ieHTp ¥ Kammaai. Ocb BOHH 9acTO 10Ch yoKe paHille 3HAAH IIPO
POCIiHChKY MOBY i KyABTYPY.

A. C.: ITlo 6yao micas Bauroro npubyrrst Ao Papsircskoro Corosy?

C. M.: Mu npuaetiau A0 Mocksy, i, 3Aa€TbCs, HACTYITHOTO AHS HAC pPO3-
nopiauau, s norpanus Ao KuiBcekoro 6yAiBCAbHO—iH)K€H€PHOI‘O iHCTHTY-
Ty (cyqacx—xa HazBa — KuiBcpkuil HalliOHAABHHI YHIBEpCHUTET 6yAiBHI/IuTBa
i apxitextypu. — Ped.). I'licas mpubyrrst oo Kuesa nam tpe6a 6yro Buntu
MOBY — i Ay’Ke HIBUAKO! I_Iepu_mfl pik 6yB IIIATOTOBYMM, HAC HABYAAU MOBH,

(SM): We arrived in Moscow, and I think that the following day they distributed
us, and I went to Kyiv. Our destination was the Kyiv Institute of Engineering and
Construction [today: Kyiv National University of Construction and Architecture].
When we reached Kyiv, we had to learn the language — and fast! The first year was
the year of preparation, they taught us the language and took us through the subjects,
including those relevant for the profession. And so we had some mathematics, phys-
ics, chemistry, and a few other things. We also received some training in the fine arts,
drawing, and sculpture.

(ES): So, your language course and your architectural training started in parallel?

(SM): The first year included learning the language and also preparing you for studying
architecture. After that year we started our first year of architectural training. During
that time some people went to other towns, but I was among those who stayed in Kyiv.
(ES): What was the purpose of this preparatory course when architectural subjects

were concerned?
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(SM): For the foreign students, its purpose was more or less to prepare us for the first year.

Starting with the first year, we were taught in Russian with other Soviet students. Listening
to the lectures was not easy, even after the language course. That first year was intensive,
and that was good, because by the end of the year you had at least an acceptable level of
understanding of most things, you could move around, and be able to interact. So, while
the first year was a bit hard in terms of communication, it was manageable. By then you
had friends, who were indigenous people, who could support you, for example with lecture
notes, because writing was a bit of a problem at the beginning. This is how you moved on.
(ES): Who participated in the preparatory course?

(SM): We had fellow students from Latin America and Africa. We learned about the
history and culture of the Soviet Union. It was also... a bit political.

(ES): How so? Were political topics part of the curriculum?

(SM): Yes, they were part of the whole thing, because you had to be introduced to the

basics of what Karl Marx wrote about the socialist system. Since this was the time of the
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POOHAHN OTASIAU 3 PI3HHX IIPEAMETIB, 30KPEMA BAKAMBUX AAsL HAIIOTO daxy.
Ham Buxaapaan MareMatuky, Gpisuky, XiMifo Ta KiAbKa IHIINX AHCIUIAIH. Ta-
KOX TPOXH BYMAH HAC 0OPa30TBOPIOrO MUCTELITBA, PUCYHKY, CKYABIITYPH.
A. C.: To6To BUBYEHHS MOBU I HaBYAHHs apXiTeKTypH BiA6YBaAOC}I napa-
AEABHO?

C. M.: YIIpoAOBK IepIIOro MATOTOBYOrO POKY HABYaAU MOBH i TOTYBaAH AO
apXiTeKTYPHOI OCBITH. | micast 1IbOTO Byke PO3MOYAAOCS BUBYECHHS APXITEKTY-
pu. Y 11eii 9ac ACKOTO BIAIIPABHAH AO IHILIHX MICT, aAe 5 6yB cepeA THX, KOTO
saanmuan y Kuesi.

Cold War, it was important for the Soviets to communicate their position. I think that this
included the expansion of their influence to other countries, in competition with the West.
(ES): How did you understand why were you there? Did you see yourself as part of this
Cold War competition?
(SM): I think that we had mixed feelings about it. We were not very sure about the whole
thing, but as time went on you could see the competition between the East and the West. We
also saw that Soviet assistance to Africa was part of this competition. But at the same time
we were appreciating the fact that we could study for a profession, which we had to focus on.
(ES): Coming back to the first year, you said that it was tough. What were the challenges?
(SM): For me the main challenge was the language. We were confronted with a number of tech-
nical terms that we hadn’t studied during the preparatory year. There were a few other things,
for example how certain problems in mathematics were approached, but these were minor.
And then the other challenge was about getting into a new way of thinking, to some

extent. The Soviets were competing with the other system and therefore they were trying
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A. C.: Hasimo notpibeH 0yB 1eil MATOTOBYMI PiK, SKIIO HOTIM BU BUBYAAU
ApXITEKTYPHI AUCLIMIIAIHU?

C.M.: InosemHi cTyaeHTH MaAn OiABII-MEHIIT MATOTYBAaTHUCS AO IIEPIIIOTO POKY
OCHOBHOTO HaB4aHH:. bo 3 mepruoro kypcy Bike Mu BYMAHCS pasoM 3 ycima iH-
IIUMH PAASHCBKUMH CTYACHTAMH, POCiiichkor0 MoBo0. CAyxaTu i posymitu
ACKIIIT 6on HEIPOCTO, HaBIiTh MicAsl MOBHUX KypciB. [ leprmit pix 6yB HacHu4e-
Hull, 1 e A00pe, aaxke A0 KiHLs pOKy GpOpMYBaBCs IPUHANMHI IPUIHSITHUIA
PiBEHDb PO3yMiHHs 6iApIIocTi peueii, MOXKHa 6yA0 OPIEHTYBATUCS B MICTi, CITiA-
KyBaTHCs. TOMy HaBiTb SIKIIIO IIEpIIHIT pik 6yB CKAAAHMM Y CEHCI CITIAKYBaHHS,
3 UM MO>KHA 6on 3MUPHTHCSL. 'Toal BKe 3 SIBUANCS APY3i, MicLIeBi, sIKi MOTAM
Tebe MATPUMATH, HATIPUKAAA TTOAIAUTUCS KOHCHEKTAMH, OCKIABKM 3 IHCaH-
HSIM crio4atky 6yau npobaemu. I tak Mu pyxaaucs Aaai.

A. C.: Xro mwe 0yB Ha IIATOTOBYUX Kypcax?

C. M.: byau me crysentr 3 Aaruncskol Amepuxu ta A¢ppuxu. Mu BuB4asu
icropio i kyaprypy Papsuceroro Corosy. Yee 6on... B IMOAITUYHHUX TOHAX.

A. C.: Tobto? [Toaitiuni TemMu 6yAH 4aCTHHOK HABYAABHOTO IIAQHY?

C. M.: Tak, 6yau. Tu MaB y 3araabHUX pucax sHatu Te, mo Kapa Mapxke nu-
caB po corfaaictuyny cucremy. Ockiabku Lje 6YAI/I YacH XOAOAHOI BIiMHH,
Aast Papsiacpkoro Coro3y OyAO BaXXAMBO BHCAOBHTH CBOIO IIO3ULII0. AyMaio,
o 1Ie r[epeA6a'{aAo i HOMMpPEHHS IXHBOTO BIIAUBY HA iHIII KpaiHW, Iie 6yAa
YaCTMHA 3MaraHHA i3 3aX0A0M.

A. C.: Sk Bu 3posymian, HaBimo Bu Tam? Bu BBaxkaau cebe yacTHHOI LUX
3MaraHb XOAOAHOI BIHHU ?

C. M.: Hawi nouyrrs moao uporo 6yan pisaumu. Mu Baraaucsi, o mnpo
BCE II€ AYMATH, aA€ 3 IAHHOM 4acy 3MaraHHs Mk CxoAoM 1 3aX0A0M CTaBaAo

to show that their system was better. So, you had to listen and to think about it. I did
try to compare what I saw with what I had gone through since my childhood, and it
was a challenge, but it also gave me another perspective. Remember that the country
where I came from was basically a capitalist state, but it was not an advanced country. So,
we were not advanced within capitalism, and then I was told about socialism and com-
munism, and how they came about, and how they were going to be. So, I was wondering:
was communism our future? I was really wondering about that. What is interesting to me
is that I had an opportunity to see the two sides of the coin and I can appreciate the good
and bad sides of each of the systems.

(ES): What is your sense of the architectural training that you received?

(SM): The training in architecture that we received in Kyiv was good, actually. I would
compare it with any other kind of international training. It gave us exposure to archi-
tecture in the western world, while they took us also through the issues of architecture

within the Soviet system. At the Institute we were taught history of architecture by a
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oueBUAHUM. Mu Takox posymian, mo pomomora Papsucrkoro Corosy kpai-
HaM Adpuku 6yAa 4aCTHHOIO LIbOTO 3MaraHHs. AAe, BOAHOYAC, MU LiiHYBaAU
Te, 1110 MOTAU 3A00yTH $axX, | HAMAraAHCs 30CEPEAXKYBATHCS Ha LIbOMY.
A. C.: TToBepHiMOCh AO IIepIoro poky HaB4aHHs. Bu kasaau, mo 6yao Bask-
xo. [Io came?
C. M.: Aast MeHe HalickAapHIOW Oyaa MoBa. Ha Hac BuBaAmau kyny TexHiqHNX
TEpPMiHiB, IKHX MH He BYHAHU Ha MATOTOBYUX KypcaX. byao Takox iniue, Hanpu-
KAQA, TIAXIA AO PO3B SI3aHHSI [ICBHUX MATCMATUYHHX 3aA2, A€ LIC APYTOPSIAHE.
A me ckaapHO OYAO NPUCTOCYBATHUCS AyMAaTH IO-iHWIOMY. PapsiHCbKuit
Coro3 3MaraBcs 3 iHIIUMU CHCTEMAaMH, TOMY HAMaraBcsl [TOKAa3aTH, IO AEp-
JKaBHUI Aap y HboMy OyB kpamuil. Tpeba 6yao cayxaru i 3Baxkatu Ha BCe Lie.
I HamaraBcst MOPIBHIOBATH [IEPEXKUTE B AUTUHCTBI 3 TUM, 11O 6auus, i e 6on
HEIIPOCTO, AA€ AAAO MEHI 3MOr'y Io-iHImoMy morasiHyTu Ha ne. He tpe6a 3a-
6yBaTn, I1]0 MOSI KpaiHa 6yAa, IO CYTi, KaNiTaAICTUYHOIO i HE HAATO PO3BUHE-
HOIO. 3a MipKaMH KaIliTaAi3My MM He 6yAn IPOrPECUBHUMH, A TOAL MEHI pO3-
Ka3yBaAH IPO COIIiaAi3M i KOMYHI3M, IIPO T€, IK BOHU BUHUKAHM 1 KyAU HAYTb.
TOMy S 3aAyMYBaBCS: YU 6yAe KOMYHI3M HAlIUM Maﬁ6yTHiM? S CIIpaBAi Ipo
e po3MipkoByBaB. AAs MeHe IiKaBO Te, IO 5 Mir OauuTu 06UABI CTOPOHH
MEAAAI, OLIIHUTH XOPOILi i IOraHi CTOPOHU 0b6ox cucrem AEP>KaBHOTO AAAY.
A. C.: A 1110 BU AyMa€Te PO apXiTeKTypHY OCBITY, Ky 3A00yAn?
C. M.: HacripaBai, piBeHb apXiTeKTYpPHOI OCBITH, Ky MU SAOGYAI/I B Knesi,
6OyB xopomuii. 51 Ou mopiBHSB 1I 3 OCBITOW0 B OyAb-sIKill iHIIIN AepikaBi. Mu
03HAMOMMAMCS 3 APXITEKTYPOIO 3aXiAHOTO CBITY, TAKOXK HAM PO3MOBIAM PO
HPO6A€MI/I ApXITEKTYPH PAASIHCHKOI cucTeMH. B iHCTUTYTI HAM BHKAQAQAH
icropito apxirextypu (mpodecop Bixrop Yeneauk. — Ped.), ue 6ys Ayke

professor [probably Viktor Chepelyk], who was really very good and he tried to give us
avery balanced view about all these things. What I found out after interacting with both
sides, was that the Soviet teachers were more aware of what was going on in terms of
architecture in the West than what was discussed in the West about Soviet architecture.
One of the things that were different from the practice in Uganda were the ways in
which contracts were handled. Because it was a state-based construction system, contracts
were different, and the management of the construction process was also different in the
Soviet Union. But these are things that you can catch up with, so it wasn’t a big issue.
(ES): During the 1980s, many Western critics challenged the tradition of the modern
movement. Was this also the case in Kyiv?
(SM): Yes, that discussion was going on and it was interesting, because some teachers referred
to it as a way of explaining how the socialist system was possibly a better option. Not every-
one participated in that discussion, but a few professors were following it and talked about it.

(£S): Was that critical view directed at Soviet architecture too?
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(SM): Not really, that wasn't there. Nonetheless, a number of Soviet students ex-

pressed their views guardedly, criticizing architecture in the Soviet Union as monot-
onous, ideological and lacking the expression of freedom of opinion. Otherwise, in
lectures the professors used to discuss remove western architecture with both fair and
unfair criticism.

(ES): You were studying in Kyiv, the capital of Soviet Ukraine. Was the question of na-
tional identity or specificity discussed?

(SM): Do you mean the issue of national identity of Ukrainians vs. the USSR?

(ES): Yes.

(SM): It was not evident, and it was not openly discussed. The message was that the
USSR was a unified, single country. And you couldn’t easily see the differences until
you interacted with a few of your colleagues. For example, in the hostel I shared rooms
with Soviet students from other republics. And a few of them could tell you about

these differences. There was a feeling that the Russian influence was overshadowing
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others. As far as the difference between Russian and Ukrainian culture was concerned,
it was there but latent, you couldn’t really see it on the surface.

(ES): What about Soviet Central Asian republics?

(SM): T had lectures about their architecture in class, but my exposure to this region was not big.
(ES): Were architecture and planning in Africa discussed at all?

(SM): There was a bit of that, but not in detail, because of the scarcity of profession-
als who had an experience in Africa. There was more focus on northern Africa because
some among our teachers had longer interactions with those countries and gained more
knowledge about them. But discussion about sub-Saharan Africa was really limited.
(ES): Soviet scholars published a couple of books on architecture and urban planning
in tropical climates, for example Rimsha’s “Gorod i zharkii klimat” [ The city and the hot
climate]. Were you aware of them?

(SM): Yes: not exactly this book, but other going into that direction were there. Our

teachers were telling us about architecture in different climates: hot and humid, hot
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CHABHHUH KYPC, BUKAAAQY HAMAraBCs AATH HaM Ay>K€ BHBKEHUH IOTASIA Ha
Bci ni pevi. [ToGyBaBmu no obuasa 6oku («3sasisHoi sasicu». — Ilep.),
51 3pO3YMIB, 1O PaASHChKI BUKAaAadi Habarato raufuie 3HaAH Te, WO BiAOy-
BAEThCS B 3aXiAHIN ApPXITEKTYpI, HIXK 3aXiAHA apXiTEKTypa — PaASHCDHKY.

Bip Tiei mpakTuky, sika Oyaa B YraHAL CHABHO BiAPI3HSAOCS Te, IO BiAOY-
BaAOCS 3 MIAPsIAHOIO poboToro. Ockiabku crcTeMa OyaiBHHIITBA 6asyBaacs
HAa ACP>KABHOMY IAAHYBAHHI, IPOLEC YIIPABAIHHS 6YAiBHHuTBOM y Papsn-
cokomy Corosi Takox 6yB iHaKIuit. Aae LIbOro MOXHA 6on HaBYUTHUCS 1 T1O-
TiM, TOMY Lje APiOHHIII.

A. C.: YV 1980-x 4ynMar0 3aXiAHUX KPUTHUKIB BUCTYIIHAH IPOTH TPAAHLII
MOAEpHIcTChKOrO pyxy. Sk 6yao i3 um y Kuesi?

C. M.: Taxk, Auckycis moA0 11b0ro OyAa KBaBOIO 1 11iKABOIO, OCKIABKH ACSIKI
BHUKAAAQ4i 3BEPTAAUCS AO HEI, mo6 ApryMEeHTYBaTH, YOMY COLiaAiCTUYHA CHU-
crema Oyaa kpauomo. ¥ AuCKycil Opaau yyacTs He Bci, ase Kiabka mpodecopis
CTE>XHAH 32 HEIO i TOBOPHAH IO IJ€.

A. C.: A 151 KpUTHKA CTOCYBAAACS TAKOXK 1 PAASHCHKOI apXITEKTypH?

C. M.: Hi, npo e He O6yao moBu. TuM He MEHIIIE, YUMAAO PAASIHCBKUX CTY-
ACHTIB 3 OCTOPOTOIO0 BUCAOBAIOBAAH CBOIO AYMKY, KPUTHKYIOUH apXiTEKTYpPy
Papsicpkoro Corosy sik OAHOMAHITHY, iACOAOTi30BaHy Ta 1030aBACHY CBO-
6oAU BHPaXKCHHS. 3 iHmoro 601<y, BHKAAAQYl HA AEKL]ISIX YACTO KPUTUKYBAAM
3aXiAHY apXiTEKTYPY, CAYIIHO H Hi.

A. C.: Bu Bunaucs y Kuesi, croauni paasiacskoi Yrpainn. Hu obrosoprosa-
AM OKPEMO NMUTAHHS HALliIOHAABHOI IA€HTHYHOCTI?

C. M.: Bu MaeTe Ha yBasi MUTaHHS HalliOHAABHOI IACHTHYHOCTI YKpAiHI}iB Ha
npotusary CPCP?

and dry.They were also telling us about the general principles of design in response
to climate.

(ES): When you were working on your designs, did you choose locations in Uganda or
in the Soviet Union?

(SM): From the first to the fourth year, we did projects based on locations in the Soviet
Union, but for the final year project we were given the option to choose, and I chose a
location in Uganda, in the town of Jinja.

(ES): What kind of feedback did you get on this project from your tutors?

(SM): They didn’t know that place, they had never been to a country like that. They were
aware though of the crucial requirements of design. But I had colleagues from Uganda who
were also in the same program, who were ahead of me, and one of them [prof. Barnabas
Nawangwe] is now the Vice-Chancellor of our University. They used to go home and come
back, and get some of the information I would require, including situation plans, demo-

graphic data, building regulations, and so on. I got these pieces of information from them,
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A. C.: Tax.

C. M.: Lle He nposiBAsiAOCH, BIAKPUTO Ipo 1ie¢ He roBopuan. OCHOBHUM
racaom 6yaa epnicts CPCP six kpainun. [Toku He mocmiakyemcs 3 Kiab-
KOMa KOAEraMH, BIAMIHHOCTI HOMITUTU 6on HE TaK AErKo. HaanKAaA,
Y TYPTOXKHUTKY 51 )KHB y KIMHATi 3 PAASHCHKHMH CTYACHTAMH 3 PI3HUX pec-
ny6Ai1<, siki posmoBipaau mpo i BiaminaocTi. Takox BiagyBasocs, 1o po-
ciiicpkuil BauB nepesaxye Bci inmi. o sx Ao pisHuLi Mix pociiicbkoio
Ta YKPAlHCHKOIO KYABTYPaMM, TO BOHA 6yAa, Xo4a i HesABHA, 0APa3y il BaXKKO
OYAO TOMITHTH.

A. C.: A six mop0 pecry6aix Llenrpassroi Asii?

C. M.: Y Hac 6yan Aekuii Ipo IXHIO apXiTEKTYpy, aAe PO el PErioH 51 3HAI0
Hebararo.

A. C.: A apxitexTypy i MicbKe TAQHyBaHHS apUKAHCHKUX KPAiH B3araai 06-
TOBOPIOBAAM?

C. M.: Tpoxu, ase 6e3 pcTaseit, 60 Oyr0 Ayxke Maro PpaxiBIiB, siKi 3HAAHCS
Ha Adpuui. [Tpu usomy socepepxyBaaucs na IiBuiuniit Appuui, 60 cepea
HAIIMX BUKAAAAYIB 6on KiABKa, XTO TiCHillle CIIBIPAIIOBAB 3 LUMHU AEpiKa-
BaMU i Ai3HaBcst 1po Hux biabiie. [Tpo Adpuky Ha niBaens Bia Caxapu maii-
K€ HE TOBOPHAH.

A. C.: PapstHCBK BYCHI BUAAAU KiAbKA IIPALlb 3 APXITEKTYPH Ta MiCTOIIAAHYBaH-
HS y TPOIIYHOMY KAiMaTi, Hapukaap, «Micro i Tpomiunmit kaimar>» A. Pumii.
Yu 3Haau Bu 11po ui poboTu?

C. M.: Tak. He came mpo 1110 KHIDKKY, aA€ 3araAOM IIpO Te, 1o pobuao-
cs B ypoMy Hampsami. Hammi Bukaapadi posnoBipasn Ham mpo apxiTtekTypy
y pi3HOMY KAIMATi: CHEKOTHOMY i BOAOTOMY, CIIEKOTHOMY H CyXoMy... Takox

and I could discuss them with my professors. Environmental questions were high on the
agenda, and we discussed them a lot, which I appreciated. When Ilook back, it is striking to
me how much we focused on these environmental issues, which are so important, as today
everybody understands.

(OA): Did you travel in the Soviet Union during your studies?

(SM): The training was done within Ukraine, and we moved around within Ukraine.
But during holiday times we had the opportunity to travel. I don’t know how it is now
but travelling was cheap back then. Actually, that was one of the advantages of studying
in the Soviet Union. Once you learn the language, you could move anywhere and get
exposed to new things. So, we managed to travel to Leningrad, Odessa, and to Tashkent.
But that was our own initiative, not part of the course.

(ES): Did you go on these trips alone or with your fellow students?

(SM): Yes, with other students.

(£S): Soviet or African students?
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BOHM HaBYAAM HAC 3araAbHUX MPUHIIMIIIB IPOEKTYBAHHS BIAIIOBIAHO AO KAi-
MATHYHUX YMOB.

A. C.: Koau BU paijioBaAu Hap BAACHHM AUTIAOMHUM IIPOEKTOM, TO 0OpaAn
micieM posramryBaHHs YraHpAy uu Papsucskuit Coros?

C. M.: Bip mepuroro i A0 4eTBEPTOrO POKY MH FOTYBAAH IIPOEKTH AAS Al-
asiHOK y Papsincpkomy Corosi. Aae B OCTaHHIH pik HaM AO3BOAHAH O0OU-
paTH, AASL SKOTO MICL[sl MU IPOEKTYBATUMEMO, i 5 Bn6paB VYranpy, mMicTo
Aoxunaxa.

A. C.: fIx Bammi BUKAaAa4i OLIiHUAY L€l IPOEKT?

C. M.: Bouu HiY0ro He 3HaAH IIPO LIO MiCLIEBICTD, HIKOAH HE 6yBaAm B TaKii
kpaini. [Ipore BoHM 3HaAH KAIOYOBI BUMOTH AO IIPOEKTIB. AAC B MEHE 6YAI/I
KOAETH 3 YTaHAH, AKI TAKOXX BYMAHCSA 32 LII€I0 IIPOrpaMoIo, CTAPIIi 32 MEHE.
Oaun i3 nux (mpodecop bapua6ac Hapaurse. — Ped.) Tenep npopekTop Ha-
moro yHiBepcurery. Bonn 6yBaAI/I Ha OaTHKIBIUHI, TOX AOMOMATaAd MeHi
OTPHMMATH AESAKY HOTpi6Hy indpopmariiio, 30KpeMa MMAAHH MiCLIEBOCT, AEMO-
rpadiuni AaHi, 6yaiBeabHi Hopmu Toio. Lo inpopmauiro s 06rosopiosas 3i
cBoIMM BuKAapadamu. [ lutanns OXOPOHU AOBKIAAS 6yA1/1 AKTYaABHUMH, i MU
0araTo Ipo HHUX AMCKYTYBaAH, W0 OyAo Ayxe ninHuM. Osupaodnch Hasaa,
51 BpOXKEHHH, SIK 0araTo MU 30CEPeAXYBAAUCS HA IIUTAHHSIX 3aXUCTY AOBKIA-
ASl, BAXXAUBICTD SIKHMX TEIIEP € OYEBUAHOIO AASI BCIX.

O. A.: Bu nopopoxysaau Papstacokum Cor030M y poKH HaBYaHHS?

C. M..: Mu Bunaucs B Yipaini, Tomy i3anan Yipainoro. [lis gac xanikya iHoal
noaopoxysaan. He snato, sik 3apas, aae toal 1je 0yao pemeso. Hacripasai, ue
OyAa OAHA 3 BEAUKHX IlepeBar HaB4yaHHs y PasstHebkomy Corosi. Skio BuB4ns
MOBY, MO>KHA 6on ixaTu GYAL-KYAI/I i misaBaru mock HoBe. Ham Baarocs

(SM): It was mixed. There were times I travelled with African students, and a few times I
travelled with my Russian friends. They took me to see some places.

(OA): Did you feel the difference in architecture across various places in the Soviet Union?
(SM): Yes, to some extent. Of course, you could feel it when you travelled, for example,
to Moscow, which was different from Tashkent. But Soviet planning meant that there
was not much difference in architecture. This was interesting for me: the fact that there
was something common in architecture. They tried to provide common services and fa-
cilities which could be more or less replicated across the Soviet Union. There was some-
thing monotonic about these facilities, being constantly replicated.

(ES): Did you see this monotony as a bad thing?

(SM): In one way, yes, because you wish to see more variety, more creativity. But when
I look back, I can understand it as a cost of solving the problem of the multitude. It was
about numbers: how to ensure that everyone was provided with a minimum of services?

In that case, of course, you can lose some creativity. The second thing was that this repeti-
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nobysaru B Aeninrpaai, Opeci, TamkenTi. Aae Mu cami Lje opranisyBaau, Lie
He 6yAO YACTHHOKO HaBYAABHOI IIPOTPaMHL.

A. C.: Bu i3puau B 11l TOAOPOXKI caM 4H 3 IHIIUMHU CTYACHTAMH?

C. M.: Tax, 3 IHIIMMHU CTYACHTAMHL

A. C.: I3 Papsncpkoro Corosy uu 3 Appuku?

C. M.: I 3 Tumy, i 3 TuMu. Yacom 51 mopoposkyBas 3i cryaeHTamu 3 Adppuxi,
a KiabKa pasiB — 3i cBOIMH pOcCificbKuMHU TOBapuIIaMy. BoHu MeHe BigBe3AH
AO KiABKOX MICIIb.

O. A.: Bu BigdyBasu BiAMiHHOCTI B apxiTekTypi pisHux yactun PasstHcbKOTO
Corosy?

C. M.: Taxk, a0 neBHOI Mipu. 3BiCHO, Ij¢ BIAYYBAETHCS, KOAU IOAOPOXY-
em. Hanpukaap, Mocksa 6yaa soBcim inakmow, Hikx Tamxent. OpHax
PaASHCBHKE MMAAHYBAHHSA O3HAYAAO, 110 BIAMIHHOCTEMN B apXiTeKTypi 6on
He ayke Oararo. Lle meHe it njikaBuAO: mo B yciit apxiTekTypi 6yA0 Acuio
crmiabHe. BoHM Hamaraamcs HapaBaTH OAHAKOBI ITOCAYTH i 3BOAMTH OA-
HakoBi TUIH OyaiBeAs, siki MOxKHa Oyao 6u BiaATBOpUTH Y BchboMy PapsiH-
cekomy Cormsi. ¥ nux cnopyaax 0yAo 1och Take OAHOMAHITHE, HOCTIHHO
BiATBOPIOBAHE.

A. C.: Bu BBa)kaAM 1110 OAHOMaHITHICTb YUMOCH IIOTAHUM ?

C. M.: 3 opHOrO 60KY, TaK, 60 X0OTiAOCS GiABIIOI PI3HOMAHITHOCTI, TBOPYOC-
Ti. AAe, 03UPAIOYHCh HA3aA, 5 PO3YMIIO, IO Iie 6on L[iHOIO, SIKY AOBEAOCS
3AIIAQTUTH 32 PO3B’sI3aHHs IpobaeMu MacoBocTi. [Tpobaema Oyaa B Kiabko-
CTi: K 3a0e31eduTH BCiX HEOOXiAHUM MiHIMyMOM mocayr? Y Takomy pasi,
3BiCHO, PO TBOPYICTb roAl roBOpUTH. 3 iHIIOTO 60Ky, MOBTOPIOBAHICTD 6yAa
HACAIAKOM INPUMHATUX MOAITUYHUX PillleHb, IOYUHAIOYU 3 YABAEHD IIPO TE,

tion could have resulted from political decision-making, starting with ideas of what was
preferable or desirable, but also involving restrictions of alternative solutions.

(OA): Did your teachers suggest that these equal standards of life, these common facili-
ties, could be implemented in your country?

(SM): The attempt to foster communities was a central part of the pedagogy. But this pedago-
gy was also a way of influencing the thinking of the students who came to the Soviet Union.
(ES): What did you think about this?

(SM): It was part of the system; it was part of the competition between the East and the
West. I had the opportunity to experience both sides. As a person who had such exposure,
I feel that I've gained at least a view which is more independent. The Soviet system had its
positives, the Western system also had its own positives. And I just moved on with that.
(ES): I would like to ask you about your everyday experience in Kyiv. You said that you
lived in a students” hostel and that you shared a room with Soviet students, right?

(SM): That’s right.
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o OyA0 6aKaHUM I KPAIUM, aAe TAKOXK Lje CTOCYBAAOCS OOMEKEHb I[OAO
AABTEPHATUBHUX BapiaHTIB.

O. A.: Yu Bukaapaui AaBaAd BaM 3pO3YMITH, LIO TaKi CTAHAAPTH SKHTTS, Lii
IPOMAaACHKi CHOPYAM MOTAY 6 mocTaru i y Bamii KpaiHi?

C. M.: Taxi cnpo6u c$opMyBaTH BIAIYTTA CIIABHOCTI 6yAn OCHOBOIO TIEAQ-
rorivHoro mporecy. Aae e Takox 6yAo i cmocoboM BIIAMBY Ha TOUKY 30py
CTyACHTIB, sKi mpuixaau A0 Papsacskoro Corosy.

A. C.: A mo npo 1e Aymasu Bu?

C. M.: Lle 6ya0 yacTuHOO cucTeMu, eAeMeHTOM 3MaranHs Mk Cxoaom i 3a-
xopoM. MeHi Bumaaa Haropa mobauutu obupBa 60ku Mepaai. I, 3paxkaroun
Ha 1je, 51 BBAXAIO, L0 y MEHE BUPOOUBCsI OIAbLI HE3AACKHUIT IIOTASIA HA BCE
ne. Y papsHCbKOI CHCTEMH 6yAH CBOI MO3UTUBHI CTOPOHH, 5K i B 3aXiAHOL
Sl npuiinsB ne i pyxaiocs AaAl

A. C.: Poskaxirs, Oyab Aacka, sik Bam xxuaocs B Kuesi. Bu kasaau, mo memka-
AU B TYPTOXMUTKY, y KIMHATI pa3oM 3 IHIIMMHU PaASHCBKUMU CTYACHTAMHU, TaK?
C. M.: Came Tax.

A. C.: SIx Bam Takuii AOCBIA?

C. M.: Lle 6yB uinnuit Aocsia. Bin ayske samam’sitaBesi: 6yao i xopoue, i mmo-
rade. AeXTo BUSIBASIB BIABEPTUIL pacusM, aae OyAu i1 xoporui Apysi, siKi 3aBk-
AU 3aXUILAAU i CIIPSIMOBYBAAHU Y HaraTpox pedax. Y mepiuuii, maAroToB4Hin
pik Mu sAK iHO3eMUi >XHAM cami. Aae MU 6yAH 3 pi3HHX KpaiH, TOMY pO3y-
MiAHM, HACKIABKU IO-Pi3HOMY XKMBYTb AIOAM. A xoau movascsa nepmui pik
MOTO HaBYaHH 32 paXOM, TOAl MEHE IIOCEAHAH 3 PAASHCBKHMH CTYACHTAMH.
S aisHaBest mpo Hux bararo, ne 6yaun nikasi yacu. Byau i Tpyanoui, ocobau-
BO KOAH IXaB KYAHCb, 2 TAM CTHKABCS 3 TUMU, XTO OO3UBaB Tebe «MaBIIOK0>.

(ES): How do you remember this experience?

(SM): I would say that it was a rich experience. I had very memorable, good moments,
and I also had bad moments. You could face serious racism from some individuals, but you
also had friends — good friends — who would always protect you and guide you in many
ways. During the first year of training, we were living as foreigners, alone. But we came
from different countries, and I could learn how different people lived. And when I started
the first year of my architectural studies, that was also when I started living with Soviet
students. I could learn more about them, and I had interesting time. It had some challeng-
es, especially, when you go to some places and find that there were those who called you
“monkey”, but after living in many other places I found that those things happen. What
is more important is to meet those who accept you and consider how do they accept you.
Do they accept you as an individual? Someone you can trust and relate to? And I had that.
All those years affected and shaped me, because those were my young years, and it was

the first time I went away from home and became independent. It was a good experience.
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OaHak, NOKUBIIY y 0AaraTbOX MICLSIX, SI B)XE 3HAIO, 11O TAKE YaCOM TPAIAs-
erbcsa. Habararo Baxxausime — 3yCTPITH THX, XTO IpUHMAE Tebe, i oAy Ma-
TH, SIK caMe BOHM Le pobasts. Uu npuiiMaoTs BoHU Tebe SIK 0COOUCTICTD?
Ik Toro, KOMy MOXKHA AOBIPUTHCS, BIAKpUTH Aylry? I B MeHe e 6on. Vei i
POKH BIIAMHYAM Ha MecHe, chopMyBasu MeHe, 60 1e Oyaa Most oHicTb. Toal
s ynepiue OyB Tak AAACKO Bia AoMy, cTaB camocTiitaum. Lle 6yao kopucHo.
A. C.: Yu pearyBasu YMHOBHHMKH Ha Lji BUITAAKH PACHU3MY?

C. M.: 3Haere, He MOXKHA Ka3aTH, IO Y CYCIIABCTBI 1je OYAO 3araAbHOIIPHITHS-
THM, SIKILO BXKe HAeThest po Paastaepkuit Coros saraaom. Aae 1o T 3pobuu,
KOAH XTOCh KaKe IJOCh Take B aBTOOyCi? Y KiABKOX BHITAAKAX IIUCAAH 3asBU
AO MiAillii, aae peakiii He 6on. Sxiro 3's1coByBasocs, o Miainionep i cam ta-
KHI1, Hy, TO i1 10 Bcbomy. IIpote y Hac 6yan i Apysi, siki craBasu 3a Tebe roporo.
3 inmmoro 60Ky, ockiabku PaastHcbkuit Coros HamaraBcst IpocyBaTu cebe y 30B-
HIITHBOMY CBIiTi ¥ y KpalHaX, IJO PO3BUBAIOThCS, PACU3M Ha MO3ip BIAKMAAAM.
Tpanasiaocst, o oci6, SIKUX BUKPUBAAH Y TAKUX BYMHKAX, IITPadyBaAH.

A. C.: Yu OyBaau Taki BUITAAKH B YHIBEpCHTETI?

C. M.: Tak, xiapka cuTyauiii 3i cTyacHTaMu # Bukaapadamu. Hampuxaag,
B OAHOTO MOTO TOBAapHIIa 3 IIATOTOBYHX KYPCIB cTaAacs Taka icropis. Bin
XOTIB ITOIMAABATH, AA€ KOAH 3aHIIIOB AO 6ace17u-1y, IHIII CTYA€HTH 3BIATH BUIIL-
au. BiH, 3BicHO, moayMaB, 1o Lie KYMEAHO, 1 IPOCTO IIAABaB cobi paai. Taki
BUITAAKU 6yBaAn, 1 HACAIAKH 3aA€XKAAHU Bip apMiHiCTpaIil.

A. C.: Sl Bu nosicHioBaAu Aast cebe Taky noBepiHky? OcobAnBO 3Bakauu
Ha oiniitny anTHpacucTchKy nosunio CPCP?

C. M.: 4 BBaxaB 1je Ay>ke IPUKPUM, OCKiAbKH OQiLiiiHi racaa Oy iHIMMHU.
S posymiB, o Tpeba 6y Ti 06EPEKHIM LOAO TOTO, KYAU TH XOAMILI { SIK TOBOAHILICSI

(E£S): Did the authorities react to these racist incidents?

(SM): You see, it wasn’t something that was accepted in the society, as far as the Soviet
Union was concerned. But what can you do if someone on the bus does that? There were
a few cases when someone reported incidents to the police, but nothing was done. Or
you found that the policeman was also of that nature, so you let it go. Still, we had friends
that could stand up for you. But on the other hand, because the Soviet Union was trying
to sell itself to the outside world and to the developing countries, racism was rebutted. It
also happened that someone who was found to be doing this was reprimanded.

(ES): Did such incidents happen also at the University?

(SM): There were a few incidents with students and teachers. For example, I'll tell you
the story about a colleague from the preparatory course. He wanted to go in for a swim,
and the moment he entered the swimming pool, other students moved out. He found
it funny, of course, and just continued swimming. Those incidents could happen, and it

would depend on the administration how such cases were handled.
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Ha AIOASIX, 60 MOXKHA HAPA3UTHCS HA 1IOCh TaKe. AAe, 3 IHIIOTo OOKY, B pisHHX
Micipsix e 6yao mo-pisHomy. Terep, Maio4u AOCBIA, 51 3HaIO, IO PACHCTH OyBa-
I0Th y 6yAb-5{Kiﬁ KpaiHi, i po e He nmocnepeyaenicst. Aae y Bumapky Paasu-
cpkoro Corosy peaAbHICTb ACIIO BiApisHsIAACS Bis 0iLifiHOI OSHLIL

O. A.: I'loepnimocst a0 pokiB Barmoro HayanHs y Kuesi. Yu Bami spy-
3i-CTYAGHTH KPUTHUKYBAAM APXITEKTYPY CBOEI KpaiHU 200 K IIASX, AKUM I
KpaiHa pyxaAacs?

C. M.: Tax, cepep passIHCBKUX CTYACHTIB Take OyBaro. 30KpeMa cepea THX,
i3 kUM 5 >kMB 1 3 KUM criakyBaBcsi. HapiTe mip 4ac BUKOHAHHSA KypcoBOro
npoekTy 6yan obroBopenss, siki sadinmaau ui remu. Lle 6yao uikaso, 60 cra-
BaAO 3PO3YMiAO, IO CTYAEHTH XOTiAH 6 3HATH, IO TaM, HA30BHi, 32 MEXaMHU
Papsircpkoro Corosy; sik yce BIAOYBa€TbCS 32 KOPAOHOM, YH € AABTCPHATHBHI
PpIILECHHS IEBHUX IIPOOAEM, SIKUMU MU 3aliMAAUCSL. Yce BUPYBAAO, 1 6yao ode-
BUAHO, II[O I1i IIPOIIECH HE CITHHHTH.

O. A..: fIxe Bae BpakeHH: Bia Micbkol Kyabrypu Kuepa?

C. M.: Ao neBHOI MipH, KYABTYPY HAIIPaBASIAH: BHABASAOCH, L0 HA IEBHI
TEMU HE MOXKHA TOBOPHUTHU BIAKPHUTO, i Iie Tpe6a 6on HPOCTO MPUHHATH.
Tomy Mu aMiHIOBaAM TeMu Hamux pos3MoB. [Ipo aeski pedi He MOXHa 6on
TOBOPUTH IPUAIOAHO.

O. A.: Bu GyBaau ToAl 32 KOpAOHOM?

C. M.: Tak, Ha xaHikyaax 13AMAH AO iHmIHX YacTHH €Bpomnu. Y TOH 4ac
51 MaB 3MOTY MAHAPYBATHU i MOo6AYUTH IHIII YACTUHU cBiTy. PapsHcbKi AloAn
HE MOTAU BiABHO ITOAOPOXKYBaTH, HA BIAMIHY Bip HAc, iIHO3EMIIiB, TOMY MU
OyBaau B €Bpomni i nmobaunau ii. PisHuus BiggyBasacs, 0co0AHBO B Ty
MHTBb, KOAH MU BHDKAXaAH 32 Mexi Papsacpkoro Corosy. I xoua [Cxianal

(ES): How did you make sense of this behavior? Especially in view of the official Soviet
position of antiracism?

(SM): I saw it as very unfortunate, because the official message was different. I realized
that you have to be a bit careful how you move around and conduct yourself in pub-
lic, because you could experience certain things of that nature. But on the other
hand, it also varied from place to place. And now when I look back, I know that rac-
ist people can be found in any country, and that is something you can’t argue about.
But as far as the Soviet Union was concerned, the reality was a bit different from the
official position.

(OA): I would like to go back to your studies in Kyiv. Did your fellow students question
the architecture that was built in the country and perhaps the ways in which the country
was being developed?

(SM): Yes, that kind of feeling was there among Soviet students. This included students

I lived with, and the ones I interacted with. Even during our design work, when people
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Himewyunna Gyaa A0BOAL cx0x010, ase pisHuns 3i CxigHoro €Bponoo Oyaa.
Lle 6yA0 AUBOBHIKHO.

A. C.: Ae Bu 6yBaau?

C. M.: B Icnasnii, bpuranii, Himewanni — toai y Cxipniit Himewunni. I B pe-
sxux kpainax CxipHoi €Bpornu, 3okpema B [Toabrmi.

A. C.: MabyTs, ManApu 3axigHO0 €BpOIIOI0 OyAM HeACIICB.

C. M.: Ha roii yac — Hi. Le 6yA0 0AHi€I0 13 AMUBOBIXX PaASHCHKOL CHCTEMHL.
Paasncbka BasroTa TOAL 6yAa aAemeBa. Ham maaTuam crumnenairo, sskol Bucra-
9aAO Ha DKY i Ha A€sIKi AOAATKOBI BUTpaTH. IHO3eMHI CTYAGHTH TaKOXX MOTAU
MAaTH 3MCK 3i CIIEKYAIOBAHHSI. MosxHa 6on KYIIASITA TOBapH Ha 3axoai, Axi
He poaaBasn Ha CXOAl, i K10 3HAXOAUB OKYIILIs, TO l'IiASaPO6I/ITI/I. Aexto
AYKE CepHO3HO MM 3aiiMaBcsa. MeHi TakoXX BHIIAAa HATOAQ [OIPALIIOBATH
y Crioayuenomy Kopoaiscrsi, 60 B Mene Tam OyB kysen. [Torim st moBepraBcest
s0 Kuesa, i sxurts TpuBaso.

O. A.: Bam sanaM’aTasucs sxich 0COOAMBI MicLis i3 TUX 4aciB?

C. M.: Meni nopobasacst nentpasbHa naoma (tenep Maitpan Hesaaex-
HOCTi. — Ped.). Mu TYAM XOAMAHM, KOAH MaAHU BiapHUH 4ac. [licas xBitHs,
KOAM BECHA IIEPEXOAMAA B AiTO, TaM 6yA0 Tak rapHo it xopouue. £ 3’s1cyBas,
11O Y 1[I0 IOPY POKY Y AIOAEH 3MIHIOBABCS HACTPIiM. ByAn i IHII MiCITs, KyAU
mu xoauan. Cepep Hux — TexHiYHMI IHCTHTYT (HauiOHaAbHI/H‘/’I TEXHIYHUH
yuiBepcuter Yipaluu «KuiBcpkuil moaitexuidnuil iHcTuTyT iMeHi Irops
Cixopcpkoro». — Ped.), a pesaxi 3 Hammx APY3iB BuMAMCS B YHiBepcUTETI
imeni Aomonocosa (y Mocksi. — Ped.). Tomy s 6yBas i Tam, 3ycTpivas-
CsI 3 APY3SIMH, MU IIPOBOAHAH Pa3oM 4ac. [Hime mam’siTHe AASL MeHe Micle
B Kuesi — nonap Aninpom. Meni nopo6aaacs apxirexkrypa Codiiicskoro

were working on their projects, there were discussions that would touch upon these topics.
And it was interesting, because you could see that students wanted to know what was
beyond the boundaries of the Soviet Union, how things were done abroad, and what
could be an alternative to some of the issues that we were looking at. So, that movement
was there, and it was evident that it couldn’t be stopped.

(OA): What was your sense of urban culture in Kyiv?

(SM): To some extent, the culture was guided: you would find that there were certain top-
ics that couldn’t be discussed freely, and you had to accept this. So, we adjusted what we
were talking about. A few things that we talked about could not be discussed in public.
(OA): Did you travel abroad?

(SM): Yes, during our holidays we traveled to other parts of Europe. That was a time when I
had the opportunity to travel and see other parts of the world. There was limited possibility
of travelling for the Soviet people, but as foreigners we had that opportunity, so we used to

travel to Europe and see what it was. And you could feel the difference, especially the moment
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CTIBEH MYKIIABI, OIEKCAH/IP AHICIMOB TA JTYKALL CTAHEK

cobopy, komnaekc Kueso-Ileuepepkoi aaspu, LIYM, monyment barbkis-
wuHi-Marepi. Aae 3 1990 poky s B Kuesi He OyBas, Tomy OyB 61 papuii,
sSKOU BUITaAa TaKa HArOAQ.

A. C.: Bu nmigrpumyere 38’5130k 13 KUMOCB i3 THX YaciB?

C. M.: Haaas, Hi. IlTxoayro po nie. I Ticast sakiH4eHHS HABYAHHS 51 ITOIXaB AO
Bpuranii, mobaunTick 3i cBoiM KydeHOM. I 10 AOpO3i Most Baaisa 3 yciMa KOH-
TAKTHUMU AAHUMU 3ary6nAaCﬂ, MeHI Tak i He BAAAOCH 11 HOBEPHYTH. Y MeHe
€ 3B’ 130K TIABKH 3 MOIMHU KOAETaMH 3 YraHAU, AKi Tako BunAucs B Kuesi.

A. C.: Tlicas nepeizay a0 Crioayuenoro Kopoaiscrsa Bu HaByaancs B Hprokac-
Al Y yomy Oyaa Haiibiabuia BiaMiHHiCTb Mk HaByanHsM y Kuesi Ta Hptokacai?
C. M.: Hacnpasai oo Hploxacaa st mpuixas acemo missime. Crnodarky s mo-
BEPHYBCS B YraHAY, II0YaB IPALIOBATU B YHIBEPCHUTETI SIK MOAOAIIHE BHU-
kaapad. [Torim 51 moaaB poxymenTu Ao YuiBepcurery Hplokacaa, morpanus
Ha KOPOTKHUH KYPC, 3TOAOM yYHBCS Ha MariCTEPChKil Mporpami, TOAl 1€ Ha
OAHIH MaricTepcpKkiif, a Aaal AOKTOpPaHTypa. 3BIiCHO, 6yAa PI3HMIIS B KYAb-
Typi, piBeHb BIAKPUTOCTI AO AESIKHX pedeit 6yB inmmit. 4 ninyio, mwo sMir
crpobysaru i e, i Te. Takuit AOcBiA y mopiBHsiHHI 6arato 4oro pae — 6iab-
1Ie, HK 51 OTpUMaB 61, IKOU 3 IIEpPLIOrO POKY BUBYAB apXiTEKTYPy OAPa3y

when you moved out of the Soviet Union. While [East] Germany was still a bit the same, but
after leaving Eastern Europe you could feel the difference. And it was quite remarkable.
(ES): Where did you travel?

(SM): To Spain, the UK, Germany — East Germany at that time. I travelled to some
countries of Eastern Europe as well, including Poland.

(ES): Travelling to Western Europe must have been expensive.

(SM): By that time, it wasn’t. This was one of the things that were interesting in the Sovi-
et system. Russian currency was cheap by that time. We were given a stipend, which was
enough for us in terms of food and also some extras. And foreign students could also benefit
from illegal dealings. You could buy a few things in the West that were not on the market
in the East, and if you found someone who bought that item, you could earn some extra
money. Some people were very involved in that. I also had an opportunity to work in the
UK, as I had a cousin there, and then I would come back to Kyiv and life would continue.
(OA): Were there specific places that you remember from your time spent in the city?
(SM): I liked the central square [today Maidan Nezalezhnosti]. We used to go there during
our free time. After April, when spring was turning into summer, that place used to look so
nice and so pleasant. And I've found that people were changing their mood during that time
of the year. There were other places where we used to spend time. They included the Technical
Institute [today National Technical University of Ukraine “Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic
Institute”], but some of our friends were studying at the Lomonosov University [in Moscow].

So, we used to go there end and meet our friends, and we spent much time there. The oth-
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B Cnoayuenomy Kopoaisersi. Tum He MeHe, 51 TaKOX Mo6ayus, IO Mix
Papsincekum Corosom, €Bpomnor Ta HaBiTh AMEPUKOI0 OYAO ACIIO CITiAB-
HE: BCIOAH AyXe MaAo 3HaAH 1po Adpuky. S sycrpivas ayske Hebararpox
BHKAAAQ4iB, sKi mpaioBasu B AQpuii i sHaAHCS Ha Hill. 3aBASIKH TaKOMY

ABOCTOPOHHBOMY AOCBiAY MO€ HaBYaHH OyAO 6iAbLI yceOiYHUM.

er place in Kyiv that I have memories about was across the river Dnieper, we were meeting
friends who took us around. I also liked the architecture of St. Sophia’s Cathedral, the com-
plex of Kiev Pechersk Lavra, the TSUM department store, and the Motherland monument.
But since 1990 I've never visited, so I am looking forward to the moment when I maybe do so.
(ES): Have you stayed in touch with anybody?

(SM): Unfortunately not, that’s the part which I regret. What happened was that when
I finished the training I went to see my cousin in the UK. And I lost my suitcase with all
the contacts, and I never got it back. The only contacts I have are of the other Ugandan
colleagues who also studied in Kyiv.

(ES): After your move to the UK, you studied in Newcastle. What was the main differ-
ence between your studies in Kyiv and your studies in Newcastle?

(SM): Newcastle, actually, was a bit later. I first came back to Uganda, and joined the
University as a Junior Assistant Lecturer. Later on, I applied to the University of New-
castle upon Tyne, and I enrolled into a short course, and afterwards I pursued a master’s
course, then another Masters, and then a PhD. Of course, there was a difference in cul-
ture, the level of openness to certain things was different. I do appreciate to have had that
wide exposure, that comparative experience — unlike a person who studied architecture
from year one in the UK. Nevertheless, I also saw that there was something in common
in the former Soviet Union, and Europe, even in America: there was little knowledge
about Africa. I met only a few professors who had worked in Africa and had a very good

knowledge about the subject. And that made my studies much more complete.
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