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Cities as Assemblages

The Cyprus Network of Urban Morphology hosts the ISUF2019 conference in Nicosia,
Cyprus. The conference aims to address the embedding of different theories and
approaches within methodologies analysing the urban form.

Relational theories have wide implications for the study of the urban form, not just in
terms of how we conceptualise cities and describe the processes of their
emergence and transformation, but also for the design of methodologies that more
than ever need to consider a variety of city components — not just physical
elements, but also human groups and the connections between them. Furthermore,
such theories highlight the relevance of the urban form to the construction and
negotiation of the social as well as the power of connections between social entities
at different scales in shaping our cities. Both these reflection are particularly relevant
to the focus themes related to the location of the conference: group formations
and negotiations within cities influencing ethnoreligious tensions, political
movements, social segregation and urban conflicts more widely, as well as the
particular status of port cities often in the past more linked to other port cities than
their hinterland and, still to the present day, the first point of arrival of migrant groups
and the city-location of choice for tourism.

Although the relevance of relational theory for the fields of geography and urban
studies has been touched upon by a number of research articles, the theories have
not been reflected upon with great depth and no conferences on the impact and
the potentialities of relational theories for urban studies have so far taken place.
Discussion on the implications of such theories specifically for the study of urban
morphology has been even scarcer, may these be in relation to Conzenian,
typological or space syntax approaches.

Relational theories open up new avenues for the study of urban morphology and for
the development of multidisciplinary methodologies. They can provide a framework
for the analysis of the physical and social processes that are involved in the shaping
of the urban form, which also addresses aspects such as historical processes or the
distributions of variations across a population in order to fully explain the emergence
of cities and the processes of persistence and change.

Although relational theories are suggestive of themes for research on urban
development and links to various methodological techniques could be drawn, they
tend to be indeterminate due to the complexity of the theorisation of cities as
assemblages, where the components and processes could be innumerate and
hence emergence can hardly follow any specific rules. The concept of assemblage
and the functioning of assemblages as presented by De Landa is relatively clear but
remains an analytically-unspecific concept which does not provide a strategy for
analysing social assemblages and explain the properties of the whole (since there is
a high level of contingency in the interaction between the parts and potentially
infinite scales at which social processes can occur).
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The ISUF 2019 conference theme addresses the embedding of different theories and
approaches within methodologies analysing the urban form: all such potentialities
afforded by relational theories to urban morphology are explored throughout the
conference sub-themes:

Theory 1: emergence, relational theories, the social sciences and urban
morphology. This is really the key theme of the conference and the most relevant
concept (emergence) to urban morphology. Papers presented under this theme
are about how cities come into being and fransform. Subthemes include alll
elements of relational theories that relate to urban morphology: scales, historical
processes, material and human components, capabilities and connections
between components, territorialisation and deterritorialisation.

Theory 2: the scope and limits of urban theories. We are using the concept of cities
as assemblages in order to encourage discussion about the latest, as well as the
older, frends in urban theory. This theme is about the critique of application of
relational theories to urban studies, fragmentation of methods, the attention to the
particular and the need to bring specific research findings back to more general
theories. Subthemes include the main theorisations of the city: cities as organisms,
cities as artefacts, cities as machines, cities as systems of flows and networks, and
how to take steps forward to build a more mature theory of the city.

Methods 1: embedding different approaches into the study of urban morphology.
This theme is about the need to further develop multidisciplinarity within urban
morphology, layering different perspectives applied to fringe belt analysis: spatial,
social, economic and planning, and filling in the gap when practically applying
methodologies (e.g. what to do if data is not available).

Methods 2: combining Conzenian, typological and space syntax approaches. This
theme is key to understanding the development of urban morphology and take it
forward. Work on this has been initiated, for example at the 2014 ISUF conference
and through the morphologies meeting at the Bartlett School of Architecture. The
initiation of a research project applying all approaches to the same case study is
something that was suggested at the 2014 ISUF conference. Paper presented under
this theme, describe the latest research done in combining different approaches
and suggest how further developments can be made.

Focus 1: urban conflict and divided cities and Focus 2: Mediterranean port cities in a
global context. Both focus themes are strongly related to the location of the
conference and both are extremely topical and relevant to context of increasing
migrations flows within the Mediterranean. Subthemes of Focus 1 include issues of
segregation and cohabitation, issues of public space use, comparative analysis of
divided cities and a special subtheme dedicated to design and architecture on
regeneration projects. Focus 2 is broadly about the Mediterranean as a sea of unity
and division and could function in the context of a regional pan-Mediterranean
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network. Subthemes of Focus 2 include comparative analyses of Mediterranean
cities and comparative analysis of port cities and a further special subtheme
dedicated to design and architecture on waterfront developments.
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Filoxenia Conference Center Floor Maps

Ground Floor

[ A1

Basement

HALKOS

From Ground Floor

26M ISUF | International Seminar on Urban Form | Cities as Assemblages Page | 7




Committees

CONFERENCE CHAIR
e Nadia Charalambous, CyNUM

ORGANISING COMMITTEE

e Alessandro Camiz, CyNUM

e Nadia Charalambous, CyNUM
o llaria Geddes, CyNUM

o Constantinos Kypris, CyNUM

ASSISSTANTS TO THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE
e Rafaella Christodoulou, University of Cyprus

o Christina Panayi, University of Cyprus

o Chrystalla Psathetis, University of Cyprus

o Paisios Skitinis, University of Cyprus

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

o Ipek Akpinar, Istanbul Technical University, Turkey
Ozlem Altinkaya Genel, United States

Anna Rita Donatella Amato, Sapienza, Italy

Michael Barke, Northumbria University, United Kingdom
Rosalba Belibani, Sapienza Universita di Roma, Italy

« Cana Bilsel, Middle East Technical University, Turkey

o Olgu Cdliskan, Middle East Technical University (METU), Turkey
o Alessandro Camiz, Girne American University, Cyprus

o Paolo Carlotti, Sapienza University of Rome, Italy

e Nadia Charalambous, University of Cyprus, Cyprus

o Fei Chen, University of Liverpool, United Kingdom

o Vicente Colomer, Universidad Politécnica de Valencia, Spain
« Wowo Ding, Nanjing University, China

« Valentina Dona, Girne American University, Cyprus
Naciye Doratli, Eastern Mediterranean University, Cyprus
llaria Geddes, University of Cyprus, Cyprus

Sam Griffiths, UCL, United Kingdom

Kai Gu, University of Auckland, New Zealand

o Frederico Holanda, Universidade de Brasilia, Brazil

e Matteo Leva, Polytechnic University of Bari, Italy

e Byron loannou, Frederick University, Cyprus

« Aminreza Iranmanesh, Eastern Mediterranean University, Cyprus
« Anna Agata Kantarek, Cracow University of Technology, Poland

« Elena Konstantinidou, National Technical University of Athens, Greece

e Fani Kostourou, UCL, United Kingdom
o Karl Kropf, Oxford Brookes University, United Kingdom
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Ayse Sema Kubat, Istanbul Technical Umiversity Faculty of Architecture,
Turkey

Constantinos Kypris, University of Cyprus, Cyprus

Georgios Kyriazis, University of Cyprus, Cyprus

Peter Larkham, Birmingham City University, United Kingdom

Payam Mahasti, Cyprus International University, Cyprus

Teresa Marat-Mendes, Instituto Universitdrio de Lisboa ISCTE-IUL, Portugall
Marco Maretto, University of Parma, Italy

Stephen Marshall, University College London, United Kingdom

Wendy McClure, University of Idaho, United States

Aimilios Michael, University of Cyprus, Cyprus

Stella Michael, University of Cyprus, Cyprus

Konstantinos Moraitis, National Technical University of Athens, Greece
Annalinda Neglia, Politecnico di Bari, Italy

Lora Nicolaou, Frederick University, Cyprus

Derya Oktay, Ondokuz Mayis University, Turkey

Vitor Oliveira, Universidade do Porto, Portugal

Sebnem Onal Hoskara, Eastern Mediterranean University, Cyprus

Paul Osmond, University of New South Wales, Australia

Andreas Papallas, University of Cyprus, Cyprus

Chrystala Psathiti, University of Cyprus, Cyprus

Ivor Samuels, Birmingham, United Kingdom

Andreas Savvides, University of Cyprus, Cyprus

Nicola Scardigno, Politecnico dii Bari (DICAR), Italy

Brenda Scheer, University of Utah, United States

Giuseppe Strappa, Sapienza University, Italy

Zuhal Ulusoy, Istanbul Bilgi University, Turkey

Tolga Unli, Mersin University, Turkey

Giorgio Verdiani, Universita degli Studi di Firenze, Italy

Nevter Zafer Comert, Eastern Mediterranean University, Cyprus
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Programme

Wednesday, 03 July

08:00 — 08:45 Registrations (Filoxenia)
08:45 -09:15 Opening Address (Zenon Kitieus)
09:15-10:00 Keynote I - Alan Penn (Zenon Kitieus)

Parallel Sessions (Filoxenia)

10:00 - 11:30 Methods 1 : embedding different approaches into the study of urban
morphology.

Methods 2 : combining Conzenian, typological and space syntax
approaches.

Theory 1 : emergence, relational theories, the social sciences and
urban morphology.

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design A

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design B

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design C
11:30 - 12:00 Coffee Break

12:00 - 13:30 Methods 1 : embedding different approaches into the study of urban
morphology.

Methods 1 : embedding different approaches into the study of urban
morphology.

Theory 1 : emergence, relational theories, the social sciences and
urban morphology.

Theory 2 : the scope and limits of urban theories.

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design A

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design B
13:30 - 14:30 Lunch Break

14:30 - 15:30 Transport to Buffer Zone (BZ)
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15:30 - 16:30 Nicosia Urban Form (Chateau, BZ)
EPUM Round Table (Chateau, BZ)

16:30 - 17:00 Coffee Break (Chateau, BZ)

17:00 - 18:45 Focus Ta : urban conflict and divided cities.
Focus 1b : urban conflict and divided cities.
Focus 1c : urban conflict and divided cities.
Focus 1d : urban conflict and divided cities.

19:00-21:00 Welcome Reception (Chateau, BZ)

Poster Presentations (Fioxenia)

12:00 - 13:30 Poster Presentations
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Thursday, 04 July
08:30 - 09:00 Registrations (Filoxenia)

09:00 = 10:00 Keynote Il - Ann Vernez Moudon (Zenon Kitieus)

Parallel Sessions (Fioxenia)

10:00 - 11:30 Methods 1 : embedding different approaches into the study of urban
morphology.

Methods 2 : combining Conzenian, typological and space syntax
approaches.

Theory 1 : emergence, relational theories, the social sciences and
urban morphology.

Theory 2 : the scope and limits of urban theories.

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design A

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design B
11:30 - 12:00 Coffee Break

12:00 - 13:30 Methods 1 : embedding different approaches into the study of urban
morphology.

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design A

Theory 2 : the scope and limits of urban theories.

Theory 2 : the scope and limits of urban theories.

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design B

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design C
13:30 - 14:45 Lunch Break

14:45-16:15 Methods 1 : embedding different approaches into the study of urban
morphology.

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design A
Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design B

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design C
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Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design D

Poster Presentations (Fioxenia)

12:00 - 13:30 Poster Presentations
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Friday, 05 July

08:30 - 09:00 Registrations (Filoxenia)

09:00 - 10:00 Keynote lll - Wendy McClure (Zenon Kitieus)

Parallel Sessions (Fioxenia)

10:00 - 11:30 Methods 1 : embedding different approaches into the study of urban
morphology.

Methods 1 : embedding different approaches into the study of urban
morphology.

Methods 1 : embedding different approaches into the study of urban
morphology.

Theory 1 : emergence, relational theories, the social sciences and
urban morphology.

Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design A
Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design B
11:30 - 12:00 Coffee Break

12:00 - 13:30 Methods 1 : embedding different approaches into the study of urban
morphology.

Theory 1 : emergence, relational theories, the social sciences and
urban morphology.

Focus 2 : Mediterranean port cities in a global context.
Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design A
Urban Design : urban morphology, building typology and design B
13:30 - 14:30 Lunch Break
14:30 - 15:30 Book Launch — Jeremy Whitehand (Zenon Kitieus)
15:30 - 16:15 Keynote IV — Giuseppe Strappa (Zenon Kitieus)
16:15 - 16:45 Coffee Break
16:45-18:45 General Assembly and Closing (Zenon Kitieus)

20:30 - 22:30 Farewell Dinner (Chateau Status — Buffer Zone)
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Poster Presentations rioxenia)

12:00 - 13:30 Poster Presentations
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Oral Presentations

Methods 2 : combining Conzenian,
typological and space syntax
approaches

Thursday, 04 Jul
10:00-11:30
Room: Morphou

Chair: Peter Larkham
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Oral Presentations

10:15-10:30

Street frontage between socialism and neoliberalism -
Case study Belgrade, Milutin Milankovic Boulevard

A. Djordjevic!, J. Radosavljevic!, J. Bugarski

1Faculty of Architecture, University of Belgrade, Department of Urbanism, Bulevar
Kralja Aleksandra, 73/Il, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia

The paper focuses on the morphogenesis of street frontage, highly influenced by
changes in planning and regulatory system, deepened by abandonment of socialist
system and infroduction of neoliberal concepts. The most intense changes are
perceivable in the narrow street through densification, plot subdivision, increase of
built and floor area ratio and change in land use. If the street frontage is observed
both as a constructive element of the public realm and a dividing element between
private and public ownership, these relations can be perceived as a critical aspects
of the image and quality of place.

The focus of the paper is on the morphological profile of Milutin Milankovic’s
boulevard in New Belgrade, taken as a axis of linear central activities. This research
polygon provides ground for the analysis of urban form development, planned by
modernistic principles in socialist period, and transformed in market oriented
development manner.

The goal of this paper is to provide ground for spatial and temporal contextualization
and offer understanding of urban tissue fransformation over the time, using the space
syntax model as an integral part of morphological studies. The synthesis of various
methods in morphological research can provide a platform for better understanding
of the existing built environment affected by socio political processes and needs of
local residents and emerging businesses. At the same time, it could create a starting
point for further improvement and development of the urban blocks located along
the maijor streets.
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