
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supraordinate identity integration in childhood: Intergroup implications of e thno‐
national and supraordinate identification in three divided societies

Nic Craith, I., Corbett, B., Tomašić Humer, J., Tomovska Misoska, A., Maloku, E., Dautel, J. B., & Taylor, L. K.
(2023). Supraordinate identity integration in childhood: Intergroup implications of e thno‐national and
supraordinate identification in three divided societies. JOURNAL OF COMMUNITY & APPLIED SOCIAL
PSYCHOLOGY, 1-17. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1002/casp.2754

Link to publication record in Ulster University Research Portal

Published in:
JOURNAL OF COMMUNITY & APPLIED SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

Publication Status:
Published online: 15/11/2023

DOI:
10.1002/casp.2754

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

General rights
Copyright for the publications made accessible via Ulster University's Research Portal is retained by the author(s) and / or other copyright
owners and it is a condition of accessing these publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these
rights.

Take down policy
The Research Portal is Ulster University's institutional repository that provides access to Ulster's research outputs. Every effort has been
made to ensure that content in the Research Portal does not infringe any person's rights, or applicable UK laws. If you discover content in
the Research Portal that you believe breaches copyright or violates any law, please contact pure-support@ulster.ac.uk.

Download date: 27/11/2023

https://doi.org/10.1002/casp.2754
https://pure.ulster.ac.uk/en/publications/ebfc9fb5-cab9-4117-ae91-71b582c7f6b2
https://doi.org/10.1002/casp.2754


R E S E A R CH A R T I C L E

Supraordinate identity integration in childhood:
Intergroup implications of ethno-national
and supraordinate identification in three
divided societies

Isabelle Nic Craith1 | Bethany Corbett2 |
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Abstract

An overarching, supraordinate identity (e.g., European identity)

can enhance intergroup relations if individuals recategorize

ingroup and outgroup members into one, unified group.

Yet, in conflict-affected societies, ethno-national identi-

ties may promote negative intergroup attitudes and

behaviours. The effects of European and ethno-national

identities in combination have yet to be explored in

childhood. If they can be integrated, the inclusivity of a

supraordinate European identity may be felt despite the

divisiveness of ethno-national identities in post-accord

societies. This research assesses supraordinate identity

integration in relation to quality intergroup contact and

cross-group friendships among the post-accord genera-

tion in Croatia, Kosovo and Republic of North Macedonia

(RNM). These sites have relatively recent conflicts, but

varying relationships to the EU. Data were collected from

382 children aged 7–11, split evenly by minority and

majority status (Croatia n = 90; Kosovo n = 107; RNM

n = 185). Children across all three sites had integrated

ethno-national/European identities. Levels of identity
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integration varied by site, but not group status. Identity

integration was positively and significantly associated

with quality of outgroup contact and number of

cross-group friends, and this relationship varied by site.

Integrated supraordinate identities have promising impli-

cations for intergroup relations and the future of

peacebuilding in Europe. Please refer to the Supplemen-

tary Material section to find this article's Community and

Social Impact Statement.

K E YWORD S

children, conflict, ethno-national identity,

European identity, intergroup contact, peacebuilding

1 | INTRODUCTION

Being raised in societies divided by conflict has negative implications for children's outgroup attitudes and behav-

iours, potentially perpetuating intergroup hostility (Ajdukovi�c & Čorkalo Biruški, 2008). However, positive early expe-

riences with outgroups also shape children's cross-group interactions in later years (Killen, Crystal, & Ruck, 2007;

Tropp, White, Rucinski, & Tredoux, 2022), which could help to break the cycle of violence (Taylor, 2020). Thus, inter-

group contact can enhance relations between former contact rivals in post-accord societies, sowing the seeds of

peace among children (Tropp et al., 2022). In post-conflict settings, supraordinate identities may promote inclusive

contact behaviours through recategorizing conflict rivals into a broader ingroup (Gaertner, Dovidio, Anastasio,

Bachman, & Rust, 1993). The current study extends this literature by examining supraordinate identity integration,

or the extent to which European and ethno-national identities overlap, in relation to children's intergroup contact

with a conflict rival.

1.1 | Three divided societies

This study focuses on the post-accord generation in three societies with recent histories of intergroup conflict

(Dautel, Maloku, Misoska, & Taylor, 2020; Taylor et al., 2023; Appendix A): Croatia, Kosovo and the Republic of

North Macedonia (RNM). Although the conflicts officially ended in 1995 (Croatia), 1999 (Kosovo) and 2001 (RNM),

hostilities persist between the two salient ethnic majority/minority conflict rivals (Croatia: Croats/Serbs; Kosovo:

Albanians/Serbs; RNM: Macedonians/Albanians). Consequently, children from these groups are raised in divided

societies, with separate languages, school systems and neighbourhoods (Ajdukovi�c & Čorkalo Biruški, 2008; Maloku,

Derks, Van Laar, & Ellemers, 2016; Tomovska-Misoka, Taylor, Dautel, & Rylander, 2020). In each setting, there are

also other diverse ethnicities (Pehar, Čorkalo Biruški, & Jeli�c, 2022) that interact with the primary conflict groups in

complex ways, but are beyond the scope of the current study.

Given the relevance of European Union (EU) status to children's European identification in conflict-affected soci-

eties (Philippou, 2005), it is useful to consider these sites' relation to the EU. Though all geographically located in

Europe, the three societies differ in their EU status. Croatia has been an EU member state since 2013. RNM have

been a candidate since 2005; they submitted an application, were granted candidate status (European Union, 2022),

and are preparing to introduce EU laws and standards (European Commission, n.d.). Kosovo have potential candidate
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status; they are involved in the stabilisation and association process, in which they work towards adopting EU stan-

dards, but are not yet regarded as an EU candidate (European Council, n.d.). Comparing across these cases with rela-

tively recent conflict, but varying relationships to the EU, may help shed light on the potential for European identity

to address past violence.

1.2 | The role of supraordinate identities

An overarching, supraordinate identity (e.g., European identity), can enhance intergroup relations if individuals

recategorize ingroup and outgroup members into one, unified group (Gaertner et al., 1993). This is particularly impor-

tant in post-accord societies, wherein conflict has contributed to the development of binary identities among the pri-

mary conflict groups. The primary conflict groups in each setting have differing conceptualisations of nationality,

defining it in terms of their distinct ethnic and cultural heritage. They are thus referred to as ethno-national groups

(Connor, 2015).

In post-conflict Croatia, Kosovo and RNM, binary ethno-national identities remain a source of intergroup tension

and are highly salient (Ajdukovi�c & Čorkalo Biruški, 2008; Dautel et al., 2020). For example, in the city of Vukovar

(Croatia), as early as kindergarten children are divided based on their ethno-national group (Čorkalo Biruški &

Ajdukovi�c, 2007). This division of schools influences who children will interact with, the language they will speak,

and how they learn about the history of conflict in Croatia (Barrett & Oppenheimer, 2011; Čorkalo Biruški &

Ajdukovi�c, 2007).

Even when children have opportunities to interact with the outgroup, they experience social norms discouraging

them from doing so. For example, in Croatia, Croat and Serb 11–15-year-olds describe a desire not to interact with

outgroup members, a condemnation of ingroup peers who associate with the outgroup, and intergroup conflict when

contact occurs (Reidy et al., 2015). However, some children do form cross-group friendships, rejecting the status quo

(Reidy et al., 2015). Identifying predictors of children's decisions to have positive interactions and relationships with

outgroup peers is key to enhancing intergroup relations in divided societies.

Supraordinate identities may help to overcome the divisiveness of ethno-national identities. In peaceful socie-

ties, national identity can unify ethnic and cultural groups within a country, promoting social cohesion (Gaertner

et al., 2008). However, due to the intricacies of intergroup relations and strong ethno-national identities in Croatia,

Kosovo and RNM, nationality is unlikely to be a unifying category across conflict groups. In Croatia, the label associ-

ated with the majority ethno-national group (Croats) converges with that associated with the overarching, national

identity (Croatian), labelling Croats as the national group by default and limiting the potential for a Croatian identity

to be perceived as including both Croats and Serbs. The RNM has been reconstituted as a country of the

Macedonian people and other national minorities (Rohdewald, 2018), but here, again, the name of the dominant

ethno-national group is the same as that of the country, and minorities (e.g., Albanians) may not collectively identify

with a Macedonian label. In Kosovo, a Kosovar supraordinate identity and associated flag have been promoted.

However, empirical evidence suggests that for Albanians, processes of ingroup projection occur, with a Kosovar cat-

egory perceived as representing Albanians and excluding Serbs, limiting its reconciliatory potentials (Maloku

et al., 2016). A broader supraordinate category may more effectively unify people in these contexts, where a collec-

tive nationality is unlikely to represent the identities of both the majority and minority ethno-national categories.

One such supraordinate category is European identity, which encompasses a diverse range of groups. Among

youth aged 13–30, European identity is associated with positive attitudes towards fellow Europeans, European allies

(Lam & Katona, 2018) and immigrants (Landberg et al., 2018). While research among children is more limited,

European identity develops across middle childhood (i.e., ages 7–11; Barrett, 2007) and promotes more inclusive atti-

tudes among children (Taylor et al., 2023). As they construct an understanding of European identity, children draw

on salient information within their local and national contexts. For example, children aged 9–12 in Ireland and the

UK demonstrate awareness of Europe through reference to symbols, including sports teams, flags, other European
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countries, the Euro, and European cuisines (Healy & Richardson, 2017; Lennon Malbasha, Dautel, & Taylor, 2022).

Due to the enlargement process, under which countries in the Western Balkans move towards EU membership, the

EU is in everyday discourse in these settings. Thus, given children's knowledge of and exposure to the EU, and

the EU's goal of peace, this could act as a unifying category.

An important consideration in the relationship between European identity and inclusive outcomes, however, is

whether it is perceived as threatening ethno-national identities. If a European identity is viewed as undermining the

identities which a group have fought to protect during a conflict (e.g., through overshadowing a group's language

and customs), it may be perceived as threatening, and rejected (Amiot, de la Sablonnière, Terry, & Smith, 2007;

Dovidio, Gaertner, Pearson, & Riek, 2005). If an ethno-national identity can remain salient when children are consid-

ering European identity, this may maximise its likelihood of serving as an inclusive category.

1.3 | Supraordinate identity integration

The present study focuses on supraordinate identity integration, operationally defined as the degree to which chil-

dren consider two social identities (i.e., ethno-national and European) to be compatible and overlapping. If this can

be achieved, the inclusivity of a supraordinate European identity may be felt without it threatening subordinate

ethno-national identities. Among children in Belgium, positive correlations between children's European and national

identities have been demonstrated, illustrating that they can be compatible (Agirdag, Phalet, & Van Houtte, 2016). If

children's ethno-national and European identities can be similarly integrated in post-accord societies, more positive

behaviours may be extended towards those who fall under the broader ‘European’ category, including historical con-

flict rivals (Gaertner et al., 1993). In other words, if children's ethno-national identities are perceived as compatible

with a more inclusive European identity, and can retain their salience, children's behaviours towards former conflict

rivals may be more inclusive.

Greater degrees of supraordinate identity integration may allow European and ethno-national identities to be

salient at the same time, allowing the inclusive, supraordinate identity to influence intergroup behaviours. Previous

research on cultural identities suggests that when identities are perceived as compatible, they can be combined in one,

integrated identity; when they are not, individuals switch between the two, with one identity becoming more

salient depending on the context (Huynh, Nguyen, & Benet-Martínez, 2011). This has implications for ethno-

national/European identity integration and its association with intergroup relations. Even in the absence of phenotypical

differences between ethno-national groups, salient markers of ethno-national identity are often present in post-accord

societies (e.g., flags, language, neighbourhoods, religious symbols; Taylor, Dautel, & Rylander, 2020). Thus, children's

ethno-national identities are likely salient when they interact with the outgroup, and are known to be associated with

more exclusive behaviours (O'Driscoll, Taylor, & Dautel, 2018). If children's ethno-national and European identities are

integrated, it may be possible for their European identities to be salient at the same time, promoting more inclusivity.

Thus, it is plausible that the more identities overlap (i.e., the more linked an ethno-national category is with the broader,

European category), the more these inclusive benefits can be felt (Cameron, Rutland, Brown, & Douch, 2006).

The concept of supraordinate identity integration builds upon research focusing on the integration of different

ethnic and cultural identities (Amiot et al., 2007; Croucher & Kramer, 2016), particularly bicultural identity integration

(Huynh et al., 2011). This draws on concepts of harmony (i.e., whether factors such as cultural distance cause the

two identities to come into conflict, preventing them from being integrated), and blendedness (i.e., the degree to

which the identities are integrated; Huynh et al., 2011). Extending this research, this study focuses on the relation-

ship between supraordinate identity integration and intergroup relations in divided societies; to our knowledge, this

has not been extensively investigated. Moreover, to our knowledge this study is the first to use a pictorial scale to

assess the integration of supraordinate identities. This scale has been used with success with children (Reese &

Whitehouse, 2021) and has been used to assess the overlap between the self and another individual, and the overlap

between the self and a group (Schubert & Otten, 2002; Swann, Jetten, G�omez, Whitehouse, & Bastian, 2012).
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1.4 | Intergroup contact theory

Seven decades of scholarship have established intergroup contact as a powerful tool for peacebuilding (Paolini

et al., 2021; Stathi & Vezzali, 2021). Meta-analyses suggest that the effect of intergroup contact on attitudes is stron-

ger for children and youth than adults (Pettigrew & Tropp, 2006), and for younger children than children over 11 (Ülger,

Dette-Hagenmeyer, Reichle, & Gaertner, 2018; cf. Beelmann & Heinemann, 2014). Positive contact with

outgroup members, which meets at least some of the conditions for successful contact outlined by Allport (1954)

and Pettigrew (1998), enhances intergroup relations among children aged 8–15 in post-accord societies (Berger,

Benatov, Abu-Raiya, & Tadmor, 2016; Turner, Tam, Hewstone, Kenworthy, & Cairns, 2013). Negative contact exac-

erbates divisions among early adolescents (Bagci, Baysu, Tercan, & Turnuklu, 2022). Cross-group friendships consti-

tute a ‘gold standard’ form of positive contact among children (Aboud & Spears Brown, 2013), as they epitomise

Allport's conditions (Turner & Cameron, 2016), enhancing outgroup attitudes of children aged 7–11 across a range

of contexts (Davies, Tropp, Aron, Pettigrew, & Wright, 2011).

In post-accord societies, wherein intergroup relations are characterised by tension, hostility and sporadic conflict, iden-

tifying the factors which are associated with more high-quality contact and cross-group friendships can help to identify

what factors may help the post-accord generation break the cycle of violence (Taylor et al., 2023). Previously identified pre-

dictors among children aged 7–13 in peaceful societies include confidence in contact (Turner & Cameron, 2016), extended

contact (Wölfer et al., 2019), peer norms (Jugert, Noack, & Rutland, 2011) and self-efficacy (Bagci et al., 2020). This study

assesses how supraordinate identity integration relates to positive contact and cross-group friendships.

1.5 | Current study

In this study, we hypothesize that greater overlap between European and ethno-national identities, or integration of these

identities, will be linked with higher-quality interactions and more cross-group friendships with members of the outgroup.

We explored if the relationship between supraordinate identity integration and positive contact would be moderated by

site, due to between-site differences such as the recency of the conflict and EU status. More recent, intense conflict may

re-ignite intergroup tensions and increase the salience of minority/majority relations. A country's relation to the EU may

increase the complexity of the relationship between European identification and intergroup behaviours. Thus, sup-

raordinate identity integration may be less effective in countries like Kosovo, which have more recent conflict, or RNM,

which have more complex relations to the EU, than Croatia. We also considered whether the relationship would be mod-

erated by group status. Retaining the salience of subordinate identities is particularly important for minority groups, whose

identities have been strengthened by experiences of oppression (Dovidio et al., 2005). However, in post-accord societies

wherein both minority and majority identities are contested, retaining salience may be important for both groups.

As such, we had two aims:

Aim 1: Examine whether children's European and ethno-national identities are integrated, and whether the

degree to which they are integrated differs as a function of site and minority/majority group status.

Aim 2: Examine the associations between children's ethno-national/European identity integration and positive

intergroup outcomes, specifically quality contact and cross-group friendship.

2 | METHODS

2.1 | Participants

Data for the current study were collected between December 2020 and January 2021 (Kosovo, RNM) or between

February and June 2021 (Croatia), as part of a larger study with ethical approval (EPS20_190) from Queen's
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University Belfast. The pre-registration and full list of measures administered can be found at https://osf.io/cnk37.

Analyses for the present paper were not pre-registered. The authors declare no conflicts of interest. Participants

were 382 children (Appendix B) aged 7–11 (M = 9.01, SD = 1.31, 51.9% female), split evenly by minority and major-

ity status: 90 from Croatia (52.22% Croats, 47.78% Serbs), 107 from Kosovo (50.47% Albanians, 49.53% Serbs), and

185 from the Republic of North Macedonia (53.51% Macedonians, 46.49% Albanians). For Aim 1, for two-tailed cor-

relations within each site, we had 83% power to determine a medium effect size (r = .50) for Croatia, 89% power for

Kosovo, and 99% power for RNM. Moreover, for an ANOVA including main effects and interactions across the

whole sample of 382, we had power of 95% to detect a medium effect (f = .25). To test Aim 2, for a two-tailed test

and five predictors within each site, we had 77% power to detect a medium effect (f2 = .15) for Croatia, 86% power

for Kosovo and 99% power for RNM.

2.2 | Procedure

Children were recruited via social media (Croatia), snowball sampling (Croatia, Kosovo) and local schools

(Kosovo, RNM). They completed the procedure online using video conferencing and Qualtrics, and were led

through the session by a trained researcher using the local language. Full data collection procedures are

detailed in Appendix C. Among several other measures, described at https://osf.io/cnk37, the strength of

European identity items were administered first, followed by the ethno-national/European identity integra-

tion measure; the strength of ingroup identity and contact measures were presented next, in a randomised

order.

2.3 | Measures

Strength of European identity. Two strength of European identity items (modelled after Cameron et al., 2006)

were asked in a fixed order, exploring (1) how much children liked being European and (2) how much children

[would] like being part of the European Union. Four response options representing strength of identification

were presented alongside a pictorial scale with corresponding pictures of thumbs, ranging from a thumb

pointing fully down (‘I do not like being European at all’) to a thumb pointed fully up (‘I like being European a

lot’; Appendix D).

Ethno-national/European identity integration. The identity integration measure was adapted from Swann et al.

(2012). Children were asked: ‘For the item below, please select which of these 5 images best represents your

[ETHNO-NATIONAL: Croatian/Serbian, Albanian/Serbian, Macedonian/Albanian] and European identities’. The five

possible response options represented ethno-national and European identities overlapping to varying degrees.

Higher scores indicated higher degree of identity integration.

Strength of ingroup identity. A single item assessed strength of ingroup identity, ‘How important it is to you that

you are [INGROUP: Croatian/Serbian, Albanian/Serbian, Macedonian/Albanian]?’ Response options (0–4) were: ‘not
at all’, ‘a little bit’, ‘quite’, ‘very’, ‘extremely’. A pictorial scale involving balloons of various sizes was presented

alongside these options; larger balloons corresponded to greater importance.

Quality of outgroup contact. A single item assessed quality of outgroup contact: ‘How good or bad are your expe-

riences with [OUTGROUP] children?’ (Tausch, Hewstone, Kenworthy, Cairns, & Christ, 2007). Responses options

(0–3) were: ‘always bad’, ‘sometimes bad’, ‘sometimes good’, ‘always good’, accompanied by corresponding pictures

of thumbs, from pointed fully down (‘always bad’) to pointed fully up (‘always good’).
Cross-group friendship. A single item assessed cross group friendship, ‘How many close [OUTGROUP] friends do

you have?’ (Reimer et al., 2022). Response options (0–3) were: ‘none’, ‘some’, ‘most’, ‘all’. A pictorial scale depicting
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groups of stick figures was presented alongside these options; larger groups corresponded to more cross-group

friends.

3 | RESULTS

3.1 | Preliminary analysis

Age was unrelated to identity integration, rs(283) = �.06, p = .294, or quality of outgroup contact,

rs(284) = �.04, p = .533. There was a small, positive, significant association between age and number of

cross-group friends, rs(294) = .12, p = .030. Gender was not related to identity integration, rs(295) = .012, p = .835,

number of cross-group friends, rs(309) = �.012, p = .832, or quality of outgroup contact, rs(298) = �.06, p = .307.

Age and gender are not considered further in subsequent analyses. Means, standard deviations and correlations

for the study variables, broken down by site, are presented in Table 1; these correlations are further discussed

below.

3.2 | Aim 1

Bivariate correlations between the study variables provide insight into whether children had integrated

ethno-national/European identities (Table 2). There were moderate, positive associations between children's

extent of identity integration and how much they reported liking being European or in the European Union.

The relationship between children's strength of ethno-national identity and supraordinate identity integration

was not statistically significant. The absence of a negative correlation between these constructs potentially

indicates that children did not find ethno-national and European identity to be incompatible. Correlations

between strength of ethno-national identity and identity integration were explored between the minority

and majority, within each site (Table 3). There were no statistically significant differences in correlation coef-

ficients between minority and majority children within each site, with the exception of Kosovo. This indicates

that European and ethno-national identity were not more or less incompatible in either group in Croatia

and RNM.

The next set of analyses examined differences in children's ethno-national/European identity integration

as a function of group status and site. A 2 (group status: minority/majority) � 3 (site: Croatia, Kosovo, RNM)

between groups ANOVA was performed to examine the variance in children's ethno-national/European iden-

tity integration. The main effect of group status was not statistically significant, F(1, 367) = .32, p = .57.

However, there was significant main effect of site, F(2, 367) = 5.59, p = .004, η2 = .03. Pairwise comparisons

with Bonferroni adjustment revealed that children in Croatia (M = 2.98, SD = 1.21) reported significantly more

TABLE 1 Means, standard deviations and bivariate correlations for dependent variables by site.

Ethno-national/European
identity integration (a)

European
identity (b)

Ethno-national
identity (c)

Quality of
contact (d)

Outgroup
friendships (e)

M (SD) M (SD) M (SD) M (SD) M (SD)

Croatia 2.98 (1.21)a,d 2.33 (0.81)b,d,�e 3.39 (0.84)c 2.47 (0.69)a,b,d,e 0.94 (0.69)�b,d,e

Kosovo 2.5 (1.40)a,b 2.16 (0.77)a,b 3.92 (0.31)c 1.83 (0.80)d 0.17 (0.56)e

RNM 2.31 (1.55)a,b,c,d 2.16 (0.91)a,b,e 3.61 (0.70)a,c,d 2.22 (0.82)a,c,d,e 0.88 (0.63)b,d,e

Note: Matched superscript letters indicate significant correlations between factors within each site (accepted at p < .05/.01/.001);

negative superscripts indicate a negative correlation.
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identity integration than children in the RNM (M = 2.32, SD = 1.55), p = .003. No other site differences were

statistically significant. The site x status interaction was not statistically significant, F(2, 367) = .67, p = .50

(Figure 1).

3.3 | Aim 2

Examining the implications of an integrated ethno-national/European identity, diagnostic statistics confirmed that

the assumptions associated with regression analysis for each variable had been met. Residuals followed an approxi-

mately normal distribution, errors were independent (Durbin-Watson test statistic, p > 0.05), and there was no evi-

dence of heteroskedasticity, outliers (95% residuals were within ±2), influential points (Cook's distance < 1), or

multicollinearity (average VIF < 1; Field, Miles, & Field, 2012).

TABLE 2 Bivariate correlation matrix (rs) of main study variables (N = 382), collapsed across three sites: Croatia,
Kosovo and Republic of North Macedonia.

Age Gender

Ethno-national/
European
identity

integration

How much
do you like

being European?

How much do you

like being in the EU?

How important
is it to be
[NATIONAL

INGROUP]?

Age -

Gender .06 -

National/European

identity

integration

�.06 .01 -

How much do you

like being

European?

.04 .07 .37*** -

How much do you

like being in the

EU?

�.06 �.01 .34*** .60*** -

How important is it

to be

[NATIONAL

INGROUP]?

�.12* .002 .11 .04 .05 -

*p < .05; **p < .01; ***p < .001.

TABLE 3 Correlation coefficients (rs) between strength of ethno-national identity and degree of ethno-
national/European identity integration (N = 382), as a function of site and group status; difference in effect sizes
examined with Fisher's r to z transformation.

Croatia Kosovo Rep. North Macedonia

Minority Majority Minority Majority Minority Majority

rs .19 .09 �.20 .02 .17 .20

z-score .44 �1.10 �.20

p .66 .27 .84
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A first hierarchical regression was conducted to examine the effects of group status and site (model 1) on chil-

dren's quality of outgroup contact, in addition to ethno-national/European identity integration, strength of European

identity, and strength of ethno-national identity (model 2), as well as all two- and three-way interactions between

identity integration, site, and group status (model 3). The final model explained a significantly greater proportion of

the variance in quality of outgroup contact (see Table 4), than the prior models, and therefore was retained (see

Figure 2). The key finding was that the extent of children's identity integration was positively, and significantly,

related to quality of outgroup contact in the final model. This relation did not differ between the minority and
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F IGURE 1 Children's ethno-national/European identity integration as a function of group status and site: Croatia
(n = 82), Kosovo (n = 104), Republic of North Macedonia (n = 182).

TABLE 4 Hierarchical regression results (unstandardized Beta coefficients and p-values) for models predicting
quality of outgroup contact (N = 341).

Model 1 B (se) Model 2 B (se) Model 3 B (se)

Intercept 2.67 (.10)*** 2.18 (.28)*** 1.70 (.40)***

Majority �.31 (.08)*** �.30 (.08)*** .40 (.45)

Kosovo (vs. Croatia) �.75 (.12)*** �.72 (.13)*** .13 (.39)

RNM (vs. Croatia) �020 (.10)** �.26 (.10)* .39 (.35)

Identity integration .04 (.03) .23 (.10)*

Strength European identity .09 (.05) .06 (.05)

Strength Ethno-National Identity .04 (.07) .02 (.07)

Majority � identity integration �.20 (.07)

Kosovo � identity integration �.33 (.13)*

RNM � identity integration �.15 (11)

Majority � Kosovo �.70 (.62)

Majority � RNM

Majority � Kosovo � identity integration

Majority � RNM � identity integration

n 341 341 341

R2 .11*** .12 .14***

R2 change .11*** .01* .02*

*p < .05; **p < .01; ***p < .001.
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majority for any site. The only other statistically significant effect to emerge was an identity integration x site inter-

action, such that the effect of identity integration on quality of outgroup contact was less positive for children in

Kosovo, than in Croatia (see Figure 2).

A second hierarchical regression was performed to examine the effects of group status and site (model 1) on

children's number of cross-group friends, then adding ethno-national/European identity integration, strength of

European identity, and strength of ethno-national identity (model 2), and then all two- and three-way interactions

between identity integration, site, and group status (model 3). The final model explained a significantly greater pro-

portion of the variance in number of cross-group friends relative to the prior models (see Table 5), and therefore was

retained (see Figure 3). The key finding was that the extent of identity integration was positively, and significantly,

associated with number of cross-group friends, when also accounting for European and ethno-national identity. This

association did not vary by group status for any site. There was also a statistically significant effect of site, such that

children in Kosovo reported having fewer cross-group friends than children in Croatia (the reference category)

(Figure 4).

4 | DISCUSSION

We examined the relationship between supraordinate identity integration and intergroup contact among children in

three settings of intergroup division: Croatia, Kosovo and RNM. Addressing Aim 1, we examined whether children's

ethno-national and European identities were integrated, and differences in the degree to which they were integrated

as a function of site and minority/majority group status. Addressing Aim 2, we examined the associations between

children's ethno-national/European identity integration and quality contact and cross-group friendships.

With regard to Aim 1, for all groups but the minority in Kosovo, ethno-national identity was not incompatible

(i.e., negatively associated) with identity integration, implying that supraordinate identity integration is possible for

children in these contexts. The negative correlation for minority Serb children in Kosovo may be linked to more

recent intergroup disputes, with Serbs refusing to recognise Kosovo's independence from Serbia, and their continu-

ous protest contributing to heightened tensions in recent years (BBC, 2022). Given the recency and intensity of con-

flict in Kosovo, and the fact that most EU member states recognise Kosovo's independence (AJLabs, 2023),

F IGURE 2 Plot of unstandardized Beta coefficients and 95% CI, for final model predicting quality of outgroup
contact (N = 341).
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European identity may threaten Serb ethno-national identities in Kosovo, limiting their compatibility. Ethno-national

identity and identity integration were not more or less incompatible for other majority or minority groups. These

findings suggest that European identity is an inclusive identity which does not usually undermine or threaten ethno-

national identities. However, as one would expect, contextual factors may temper this relationship.

TABLE 5 Hierarchical regression results (unstandardized Beta coefficients and p-values) for models predicting
number of cross-group friends (N = 364).

Model 1 B (se) Model 2 B (se) Model 3 B (se)

Intercept 1.04 (.08)*** .74 (.22)*** .46 (.31)

Majority �.17 (.06)** �.16 (.06)* �.09 (.36)

Kosovo (vs. Croatia) �.08 (.09)*** �.81 (.09)*** �.69 (.31)*

RNM (vs. Croatia) �.06 (.08) �.04 (.08) .05 (.28)

Identity integration .04 (.02)– .18 (.08)*

Strength European identity �.00 (.04) .02 (.04)

Strength Ethno-National Identity .05 (.05) .07 (.05)

Majority � identity integration �.16 (.11)

Kosovo � identity integration �.15 (.10)

RNM � identity integration �.12 (.09)

Majority � Kosovo .14 (.43)

Majority � RNM .15 (.40)

Majority � Kosovo � identity integration .15 (.14)

Majority � RNM � identity integration .10 (.13)

n 364 364 364

R2 .25*** .25*** .27***

R2 change .25*** .00 .02*

*p < .05; **p < .01; ***p < .001; –p < .08.

F IGURE 3 Plot of unstandardized Beta coefficients and 95% CI, for final model predicting number of cross-group
friends (N = 364).
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Despite variance in the correlations between ethno-national identities and identity integration, the degree to

which children's European and ethno-national identities were integrated did not differ based on group status in

any context. There was variance by site, such that that children in Croatia reported more identity integration than

children in RNM. This finding is consistent with the fact that Croatia is the only site in this study which has EU status,

in line with assertions that EU status relates to children's identification with Europe in conflict-affected societies

(Philippou, 2005). The relatively lower identity integration evidenced in RNM could also relate to rising EU scepticism

due to blockages to EU accession (Jovanovski, 2011).

For Aim 2, greater European-ethno-national identity integration was significantly, positively associated with chil-

dren's quality of contact and number of cross-group friends. This, in combination with previous literature (Reidy

et al., 2015; Taylor et al., 2023), suggests that European identity can act as an inclusive identity, overcoming divisive

ethno-national identities to create a sense of unity in the European context, and creating an overarching group to

which inclusive behaviours can be extended (Gaertner et al., 1993). The finding that neither European nor ethno-

national identity were significantly associated with quality of contact or cross-group friendships implies that the inte-

gration of these identities is key, perhaps because it reduces the degree to which children switch between their

ethno-national and European identities. Thus, while children's ethno-national identities are likely salient during inter-

group encounters (Taylor et al., 2020), identity integration may mean that European identity can also be salient, all-

owing the benefits of a supraordinate identity to be felt.

Our finding that the relationship between identity integration and positive intergroup outcomes was not as

strong for children in Kosovo as in Croatia reinforces the idea that contextual factors are important. In the same

way that the recency and intensity of conflict may temper the degree to which ethno-national and European

identities can be integrated, it may also limit the degree to which the benefits of identity integration can be felt.

More tense intergroup relations in Kosovo (BBC, 2022) may explain the fact that the relationship was not as

strong in this context. Thus, while supraordinate identity integration has promising implications for children's

intergroup contact behaviours in post-accord societies, in settings with more recent tensions, more time may

be needed for supraordinate identity integration to further improve the quality of interactions among former

conflict rivals.

F IGURE 4 Interaction between identity integration and site on quality of outgroup contact.
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4.1 | Limitations and future directions

The current findings should be considered in light of the limitations of the study. First, analyses were sufficiently

powered to detect medium effects; to detect smaller effects, a follow-up study with a larger sample would be

necessary. Second, due to questions being part of a larger study, the scales used to measure strength of European

identity and strength of ethno-national identity differed slightly. European identity was measured in terms of how

much children liked being European, and ethno-national identity was measured in terms of how important children's

ethno-national identities were to them. While these dimensions of identification have been shown to be highly cor-

related (O'Driscoll et al., 2018), future studies might use both liking and importance measures of identity to compare

across constructs (Cameron et al., 2006). Moreover, this study employed several single-item measures. While this

afforded benefits in that it minimised participant attrition and fatigue, the use of single-item measures means that

the internal validity of constructs cannot be assessed (Ang & Eisend, 2018). Studies replicating the present findings

should endeavour to employ multiple-item measures to fully tap into the constructs in question.

Third, data collection for this project occurred while COVID-19 restrictions were in place. Thus, restrictions and

school closures might have influenced children's reasoning about contact with other peers more generally, both the

ingroup and the outgroup (Appendix C). Limited opportunities for contact during the data collection period may have

clouded participants' responses about the number of cross-group friends they have. However, questions about inter-

group contact were not limited to the school context, and allowed children to reflect on their contact experiences

prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.

In a similar vein, while this study focused on the quality of children's intergroup contact, in terms of how good or

bad their cross-group interactions were and their number of cross-group friends, rather than the quantity of contact,

it is noteworthy that children in RNM attended a school where they were educated under the same roof (but in sep-

arate classes) as their outgroup peers, whereas children in Croatia and Kosovo were educated in separate schools.

Thus, children in RNM may have had more opportunities for contact.

Fourth, this study was cross-sectional in nature. Thus, while we hypothesised that supraordinate identity inte-

gration could be associated with greater quality of contact and cross-group friendships, having more positive cross-

group contact and friendships could also cause children to view a European identity, which includes the outgroup, as

compatible with their ethno-national identity. Future experimental and longitudinal investigations could shed light

on the direction of relationships. Future research should also extend the study of supraordinate identity integration

to other settings of intergroup division and polarisation, to elucidate how supraordinate identity integration func-

tions across different contexts (Agirdag et al., 2016; Taylor, 2020). Moreover, future studies should assess sup-

raordinate identity integration across a range of age groups, exploring differences in its effects across development

(Gaertner et al., 2008).

A final caveat is that the construct of supraordinate identity integration and scale used to measure it are reminis-

cent of identity fusion (Swann et al., 2012); it is important that these two constructs are distinguished. Identity inte-

gration refers to the overlap between two social identities, whereas identity fusion refers to the overlap between a

personal and a social identity.

5 | CONCLUSION

Even a decade after conflicts in Croatia, Kosovo and RNM were officially resolved, schools and communities remain

divided (Ajdukovi�c & Čorkalo Biruški, 2008). This study investigated factors which may aid the post-accord gen-

eration in breaking the cycle of violence, focusing on the role of supraordinate identity integration in promoting

positive intergroup contact and cross-group friendships. Findings indicate that an integrated ethno-

national/European identity relates to more positive intergroup contact behaviours among children. These

behaviours have implications for intergroup relations in divided societies, laying the groundwork for further

NIC CRAITH ET AL. 13



reconciliation in post-accord societies (Moran & Taylor, 2022). Future studies should assess the contextual fac-

tors which may contribute to greater supraordinate identity integration; for example, the dominant narratives

in children's environment may shape the degree to which they feel their identities can be integrated. Thus, in

societies affected by conflict, investigating supraordinate identity integration may be a promising way forward

for peacebuilding.
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Pehar, L., Čorkalo Biruški, D., & Jeli�c, M. (2022). Longitudinal effects of direct and extended intergroup contact in multi-

ethnic communities in Croatia. Group Processes & Intergroup Relations, 136843022211383. https://doi.org/10.1177/

13684302221138340

Petreski, M., Petreski, B., Tomovska-Misoka, A., & Tumanoska, D. (2021, June). The social and economic effects of COVID-19

on children in North Macedonia: An update. UNICEF. Retrieved from https://www.financethink.mk/wp-content/uploads/

2021/06/The-Social-and-Economic-Effects-of-COVID-19-on-Children-in-North-Macedonia-An-Update4.pdf

Petroska-Beska, V., & Najcevska, M. (2004). Macedonia: Understanding history, preventing future conflict. United States

Institute of Peace. Retrieved from https://www.usip.org/publications/2004/02/macedonia-understanding-history-

preventing-future-conflict

Petroska-Beska, V., Najcevska, M., Kenig, N., Ballazhi, S., & Tomovska, A. (2009). Multiculturalism and inter-ethnic

relations in education. UNICEF. Retrieved from https://www.unicef.org/northmacedonia/media/1821/file/MK_

MulticulturalismInEducation_EN.pdf

Pettigrew, T. F. (1998). Intergroup contact theory. Annual Review of Psychology, 49, 65–85. https://doi.org/10.1111/josi.
12423

Pettigrew, T. F., & Tropp, L. R. (2006). A meta-analytic test of intergroup contact theory. Journal of Personality and Social

Psychology, 90(5), 751–783. https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-3514.90.5.751
Philippou, S. (2005). Constructing national and European identities: The case of Greek-Cypriot pupils. Educational Studies,

31(3), 293–315. https://doi.org/10.1080/03055690500236761
Reese, E., & Whitehouse, H. (2021). The development of identity fusion. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 16(6),

1398–1411. https://doi.org/10.1177/1745691620968761
Reidy, C. M., Taylor, L. K., Merrilees, C. E., Ajdukovic, D., Čorkalo Biruški, D., & Cummings, E. M. (2015). The political
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