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CHAPTER III

SELECTION OF ACTIVITIES

A program of art education for young people must be
governed by the characteristics and requirements of the age
groups concerned. Adolescence is most remarkable for its
peculiar sequence of rapid physical growth. It is unlike
anything which has occurred in their lives before, this growth
pattern beginning with girls eight to twelve years of age and
with boys nine to thirteen years of age. Physical develop-
ment of individuals occurs in fits and starts and not as an
even progression. Difference in development are cause for
anxiety and as defense the adolescent tends to adopt similar
dress, speech and generally the same behavior pattern. Actu-
ally they are quite dissimilar individually and the art program
mist be geared to help the student be personal and original
in his choice of activities.

At the junior high-school level the curriculum should
meet the special needs and interests of the young adolescent.
Art experiences here must not be a dull reperition of what
has been experienced previously. It should recognize the
interests and drives of adolescence and make use of many
three dimensional materials, especially those that offer re-

sistance--wood, stone, plaster, metals. Also the program
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should offer many opportunities to explore untried media, but

at the same time encourage more demanding uses of familiar
materials. On this level while they should challenge the
student, they would also afford maximum of opportunity for
success and a sense of accomplishment so necessary for this
age of insecurity. With the fore-mentioned objectives in

mind the following activities should be included in the junior

high-school art program.
PLASTIC ARTS

Experiences in the plastic arts are necessary in that
the student must overcome problems in space, explain a wide
selection of materials, and become aware of daily contact with
three~-dimensional experiences. Demonstration and discussion
help students discover structural qualities of materials,
whether it stretches, compresses, bends, cuts, and how it may
be fastened. Experimentation in three-dimensional activities
will bela natural outcome for projects such as construction,
mpbiles, collages, papier-maché, and sculpture. Through activi-
ties of this nature the student must face problems requiring
research and knowledge in other areas. Materials that offer
resistance aid in muscular control along with the development
of three-dimensional vision which is required for modeling and

other forming in the round processes. The student adopts a
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respect for materials and tools, and becomes aware of the
limitations of the various materials and just how far he will

be able to go with each.

DRAWING AND PAINTING

Drawing and painting are considered one of the more
flexible activities in art by which the student may express
himself. Work habits tend to be erratic and attention span
may sometimes be very short while at other times the adolescent
will work in a concentrated manner for longer periods of time.
Their attitude may vary from inattention and actual dislike
for drawing and painting to considerable interest and con-
centration in this activity.

Subject matter selected by students is wide and gen-
erally little concern shown for design and technique. At
sometime during this period improvement in skills may be noted.
Areas within the composition become more related and arrange-
ment consciously made because the older adolescent becomes
more adept at handling line, mass, and color. Style or tech-
nique becomes more distinct though the student may alter his
style somewhat from time to time. Skill continues to develop
in composition and technique.

A wide selection of art materials must be provided

in order to encourage students to explore and experiment,
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objects with little attention to creativity and original effort.
The teacher must be there to assist when questions arise but

only to suggest ways and means to the problem.

ART ACCOMMODATIONS

For a school to offer an adequate art program certain

facilities must be provided:
1. Art Room

The art rcom should be located on the first floor

of a building for convenience in handling supplies

and for outdoor activities. If possible, the room

should face north in order to take advantage of the

constant natural light. A minimum of forty square

feet per studentis desirable. Of course, the overall

size of the art room will vary depending on enroll-

ment and the types of activities offered. As to

physical fectures in the art room artificial light

should approximate the color of day light so that a

minimum amount of shadow is cast. It is desirable to

have the room eruipped foir projection with the installa-

tion of black~out curtains and electrical outlets con-

veniently located. Proper wiring needs consideration

with regard to electric kiln and power tools since

these do not usually operate on standard 110 volts.









CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A good art program includes a variety of media and
materials, a wide diversity in teaching procedure and in
children's art products.

It provides depth as well as breadth. With the
student, the problem is not always limitation of experiences;
rather, it is shallowness of experience. The art program
must be flexiple to provide for differences in readiness
of children.

Art experiences are in the realm of the sensory; a
good art program can develop sensory awareness, & source for
enriched living. The tactile quality of surfaces, the plas-
ticity of clay, the subtle variations in color and line~-
these blend together to provide experiences for developing
individuality at an age when group conformity is an over-
powering force.

When art is seen as a means of intellectual, perceptual,
aesthetic, creative, emotional, social, and physical growth,
art then becomes an important part of the educative process.

Effective art growth takes place in the child's life
when the art probram is set up with definite objectives and the

teacher sees that they are met, To do this, the art teacher
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