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What does transgender mean?

What does non-binary mean?

Do you know anyone who is 
transgender?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
transgender is an umbrella term for anyone who does not identify with the gender they were assigned at birth.this includes both binary transgender people (people who transition from one end of the gender binary to another) and nonbinary people.non-binary is an umbrella term for anyone whose identity falls outside of the gender binary of man and womanwell if you dont know anybody, you know me! i identify as non-binary and use they/them pronouns. SURPRISE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!



Why bother?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Transgender people are at the center of a violent culture war in this county. this is a Rolling Stones headline from earlier this year, when a speaker at the Conservative Political Action Conference called for the eradication of transgender people. CPAC is an important conference that prominent republican politicians attend yearly, including Ronald Reagan, Ron Desantis, and Donald Trump. 



Why bother?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
However, this culture war isn’t all talk. The American Civil Liberties Union is currently tracking over 490 anti-LGBTQ bills that are being proposed, discussed, and passed around the country. These bills all negatively affect people in the LGBTQ community, and are actively rolling back our rights and liberties. This trend of anti-queer legislation is an egregious attack on human rights right here in the United States.



Why bother?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Its happening close to home!! In March of this year, the Kentucky Legislature passed Kentucky Senate Bill 150, despite a veto from Governor Andy Beshear and widespread criticism. This is a photo from the protests at Frankfort when it was passed, taken by Courier Journal.



● Bans all gender-affirming medical care for trans youths;

● Requires doctors to detransition minors in their care;

● Prohibits conversations around sexual orientation or gender 
identity in school for students of all grades;

● Requires school districts to forbid trans students from using the 
bathroom tied to their gender identities;

● Allows teachers to refuse to use the pronouns a student 
identifies with.

SB 150

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This doesn’t just affect minors, however, it affects the education system at every level across the state. Dr. Barton mentioned this in an earlier class period, but we are affected by this bill here are Morehead State University, where the prohibition of conversations around sexual orientation or gender identity is tricky to navigate in many social science classrooms, namely gender studies.



Grace, woman, 52, white
I knew that if I let these other things about myself out, 
it was going to basically be a death sentence. One time 
I started sashaying like a girl would, walking, and my 
father saw it and he lost it on me: screaming at me to 
“Never do that again! That's not how boys do things.” So 
I realized that that could not be seen by anybody. That 
it was absolutely wrong to let that out. That is the day 
that I started absolutely suppressing and denying the 
fact that this existed with me.  Men aren’t monsters but 
I am because I am stuck in this wrong body.

“

”



MYTHS

Transgender people 
are dangerous to 
society.

02

Transgender people 
are new.01

People regret 
transitioning to 
another gender.

04

Children are being 
recruited and hurt by 
transgender people.

03



TRANS PEOPLE
ARE NEW

MYTH 
01



Transgender people have existed 
for as long as people have existed

Public Universal Friend
b. 1752 Mary Jones

b. 1803

Albert Cashier
b. 1843

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Although the term “transgender” has not always existed, gender variation has been around for a very long time. Here are three examples of transgender people from American history. Public Universal Friend was a preacher in colonial America who wore androgynous clothing and renounced their birth name and gendered pronouns. The Friend identified as neither male nor female and preached in New England until their death.Mary Jones was a trans women, who is considered to be one of the first recorded transgender people in the state of New York. She was arrested and dressed in feminine attire for the trial, facing unthinkable ridicule and hostility.Albert Cashier was a trans man soldier who served in the Union Army in the Civil War. He worked for Illinois State Senator Ira Lish and was buried in uniform with full military honors.We have also talked about Two-spirit Native American people in class, but I wanted to emphasize that there is a robust transgender history in all cultures. We are not new, our lives are not a trend, and we will always exist.



Grace - a Spiritual dimension

What's going on is I have to find some way that I can 
exist. Cause something is out of whack, because this 
female entity that was always inside me, my own true 
self, even though I denied it and suppressed it and did 
everything I could to keep it away from ever revealing 
itself, it would sneak out.   It was ethereal.  It was 
dream-like. You know when you wake you have 
fragments of a dream? That's what it was like inside of 
me all the time.  It was evasive, but it was there.

“

”



TRANS PEOPLE ARE 
DANGEROUS

MYTH 
02



What have you heard?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
the talk of transgender people being dangerous is most often in the context of transgender women (those who were assigned male at birth but transitioned into womanhood). Who here has heard that trans women are “invading women’s bathrooms” or “taking over women’s sports”? Where did you hear this? Your family, the news? When was the last time you were on a sports team with a trans person, or in the bathroom with a trans person? How many times have you heard people opposing transgender rights because of “safety”?



Transgender people are 
approximately 1% of the United States 

population according to the U.S. 
Census.

Reality!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The reality is, transgender people are a tiny fraction of the population. According to the US Census, Americans who self-identify as transgender are approximately 1% of the population.https://usafacts.org/articles/what-percentage-of-the-us-population-is-transgender/



● Nondiscrimination laws 
that allow transgender 
people to use the restroom 
that corresponds to their 
gender identity have no 
link to crime.

● According to RAINN, 8 out 
of 10 sexual assaults are 
commited by someone 
who the victim knows.

Reality!
BATHROOMS

● Transgender athletes have 
no unfair advantages in 
sports.

● These policies hurt 
cisgender women also.
○ Women with naturally 

high testosterone are 
discriminated against in 
national/international 
sports.

○ Reinforces a sexist view 
of women as weaker 
than men.

SPORTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Nondiscrimination laws that allow transgender people to use the restroom that corresponds to their gender identity have no link to crime.https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13178-018-0335-zhttps://www.rainn.org/statistics/perpetrators-sexual-violence—---------------------------------------------According to a recent report concluded that, from reviewing “all scientific literature from 2011 to 2021”, transgender women have no biomedical advantages over cis women.https://www.gendergp.com/new-report-confirms-trans-athletes-do-not-have-biomedical-advantage-in-elite-sport/https://www.cces.ca/sites/default/files/content/docs/pdf/transgenderwomenathletesandelitesport-ascientificreview-e-final.pdfin 2021, Namibian track and field stars Christine Mboma and Beatrice Masilingi were banned from competition in the Olympics because their testosterone levels were too high.in 2018 “Caster Semenya was banned from competing after World Athletics ruled that "to ensure fair competition, women with high natural testosterone levels must take medication to reduce them to compete in middle-distance races".https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-57748135



● “Transgender people are over 4 
times more likely to experience 
violent victimization, including rape, 
sexual assault, and aggravated or 
simple assault”

Reality!

November 20th

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Transgender people are over four times more likely than cisgender people to experience violent victimization, including rape, sexual assault, and aggravated or simple assault according to a new study by the Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law.”https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/press/ncvs-trans-press-release/as of right now, 15 transgender Americans have been killed, according to the Human Rights Campaignhttps://www.hrc.org/resources/fatal-violence-against-the-transgender-and-nonbinary-community-in-2023



Morgan, non-binary, white, 21
Being transgender can be very isolating. The misogynistic, 
homophobic, and transphobic society actively suppresses the 
language, representation, and resources that trans kids —and 
trans adults— need to survive. There is so much intense, 
unnecessary suffering throughout the trans community where 
so many of us regularly feel like aliens and monsters. Almost 
every trans person I know has felt this way consistently at some 
point in our lives. I’ve even noticed a reclamation of this feeling 
of ‘otherness.’ On the internet, especially Tumblr and possibly 
Twitter, some the younger trans community has embraced this, 
posting obsessively about fantasy monsters like werewolves, 
vampires, elves, dragons, various cryptids, etc. Many of these 
people identify with these monsters or express attraction to 
these monsters, possibly due to this alienation that is common 
with transgender experience.

“

”



TRANS PEOPLE 
GROOM CHILDREN

MYTH 
03



Anita Bryant
● Anti-gay activist from the 

1970’s who started the 
“Save Our Children” 
campaign.

● Her main talking points 
were:
○ Gay people are 

recruiting your 
children to be gay.

○ Gay people 
molest/physically hurt 
children.



Any 
Similarities?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
how many of you have heard over the course of the last couple of years that transgender people are:preying on children’s innocence and tricking themrecruiting childrenmutilating children’s bodiesgenerally hurting children by corrupting their bodies and mindsthis was ridiculous when anita bryant did it, and is no less ridiculous now



This is all to incite fear.

● Children are being groomed 
into identifying as transgender. 

● Children’s bodies are being 
hurt irreparably by hormones 
and surgeries.

MYTH
● Talking/teaching about gender 

and sexuality is not turning 
anybody transgender. Increased 
social acceptance of LGBTQ 
identities is making it safer for 
people to explore their gender 
and sexuality.

● Gender affirming treatment for 
minors primarily consists of 
Puberty Blockers, which stop 
puberty temporarily and are fully 
reversible. Surgeries are 
exceedingly rare under the age 
of 18.

REALITY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9793415/They have been safely used for decades for cisgender children with different medical conditionshttps://apnews.com/article/fact-check-transgender-surgery-medicine-legislation-lgbtq-491630629027



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/09/22/the-surprising-geography-of-american-left-handedness/



Grace 
I become a single parent. I had full custody of my daughter. I 
know how rare that is. Her and I have a fantastic relationship. 
We’ve grown very tight. Because it was a shared survival! 
Getting out of that marriage, getting out of that family. Then 
we just grew together. It's been wonderful. She handled 
when this came out, wonderfully. One of my greatest prides 
of being a parent was that she was at summer camp and all 
the kids were around the pool and talking, and all the kids 
were talking about if they were gay how their parents would 
react. They all were talking about negative reactions, and my 
daughter Katherine said, “Oh no, my dad would just tell me 
he was glad for me and just wanted me to be happy and 
healthy.” That was incredible for her to know that that would 
have been my response. 

“

”



PEOPLE REGRET 
TRANSITIONING

MYTH 
04



What is transitioning?
● Social transition

○ Coming out as transgender
○ Changing one’s name or pronouns (informally 

and/or legally)
○ Speech therapy
○ Wearing different clothes or presenting differently

● Medical transition
○ Also referred to as Gender-Affirming Care
○ Hormone Replacement Therapy (HRT)
○ Hair removal procedures
○ Gender-Affirming Surgery



The facts of the matter
MYTH REALITY

● Transitioning is dangerous 
and hurts people.

● All transgender people have 
to medically transition.

● Gender Affirming Care is 
evidence-based and 
supported by every major 
medical and mental health 
association.

● Just as there is no one way 
to be cis, there is no one 
way to be trans. Many 
transgender people do not 
medically transition.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.socialworkers.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=SfQYdWPJAoY%3D&portalid=0https://glaad.org/medical-association-statements-supporting-trans-youth-healthcare-and-against-discriminatory/



Transitioning Saves Lives - Grace
Towards the end of March (2020), I can't fight this anymore. It 
was like a massive panic attack, an anxiety attack. I'm pacing 
around my house, and it's just growing bigger and bigger 
inside of me, and I feel like I'm about to burst at the seams. I 
didn't know what to do so I just put myself in the shower. I 
ended up curled up in a ball on the floor on the shower with 
water cascading over me, and me crying my fucking eyes out. 
Because this is that moment when I finally said "What's going 
on here is that I've always been a woman," and I had never 
even contemplated the idea of actually doing this. Or, "I have 
to do something about this, I don't even know what the fuck 
I'm going to do about this. I have to do something about this 
otherwise I'm just going to either go back to drinking or I'm 
going to kill myself... and if I go back to drinking, I'm just going 
to kill myself.

“

”



The facts of the matter
MYTH REALITY

● It is easy to get access to 
gender affirming care.

● Many people who transition 
later regret it.

● There are numerous 
barriers to accessing 
gender affirming care: 
counselling, medical 
referral letters, cost, 
transportation. etc.

● Studies estimate that 1-2% 
of people regret medically 
transitioning. Additionally, 
some of this regret may 
spring from living in a 
transphobic society.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8099405/https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29463477/



Who gets the most mastectomies?

The American College of Surgeons National Surgical 
Quality Improvement Program database from 2005 to 
2017 found that, out of 4,170 mastectomies:

Transmasculine: made up 14.8%, with a 3.7% complication 
rate
Breast Cancer: made up 17.6%, with a 10.4% complication 
rate
Gynecomastia: made up 67.6%, with a 4.7% complication 
rate

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6635198/



Regrets?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cv8QMrWpkis/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==



TRUTH

Transgender people are 
much more likely to be 
victims of crime than 
perpetrators.

02

Transgender people have a 
robust history and are not a 
recent trend.01

Very few people regret 
transitioning to another 
gender, and it is not an easy 
thing to do.

04

Children are not being hurt 
by transgender people; these 
are the same talking points 
that were once used against 
gay people.

03



Grace
It’s the best my life has ever been! It's beyond compare. The 
shift in my artwork, as an artist, it's like night and day! There's 
just no comparison; it's so dark and so painful to so light and so 
healing. And that's the way it is. It was a click; it was a turning 
on of the switch and I'm living in daylight now. Sure, I get 
misgendered, and that sucks... but that's reality. Like, my voice 
isn't the best; I mean, I get it, and that's going to happen. 
That's where I started to develop my attitudes about, you 
know, living this and still being misaligned, to use your term. 
Because I want the world to understand me. I want the world 
to accept me. If I'm busy pointing at the world, I'm accusing it 
or saying it needs to change, I'm telling it and I'm dictating it, 
and nobody likes that. If I act with understanding and caring 
and compassion, which is what I do with all of this, people 
respond in such a beautiful way.

“

”



Questions?
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