
Xavier University Xavier University 

Exhibit Exhibit 

Celebration of Teaching Faculty Publications, Creative Works, and 
Syllabi 

2023-11-01 

Creating an Experiential and Values-Based Classroom Creating an Experiential and Values-Based Classroom 

Bryan Buechner 
Xavier University - Cincinnati, buechnerb@xavier.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/celebration_of_teaching 

 Part of the Marketing Commons, and the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Buechner, Bryan, "Creating an Experiential and Values-Based Classroom" (2023). Celebration of Teaching. 
4. 
https://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/celebration_of_teaching/4 

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the Faculty Publications, Creative Works, and 
Syllabi at Exhibit. It has been accepted for inclusion in Celebration of Teaching by an authorized administrator of 
Exhibit. For more information, please contact exhibit@xavier.edu. 

https://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/
https://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/celebration_of_teaching
https://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/faculty
https://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/faculty
https://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/celebration_of_teaching?utm_source=www.exhibit.xavier.edu%2Fcelebration_of_teaching%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/638?utm_source=www.exhibit.xavier.edu%2Fcelebration_of_teaching%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1328?utm_source=www.exhibit.xavier.edu%2Fcelebration_of_teaching%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/celebration_of_teaching/4?utm_source=www.exhibit.xavier.edu%2Fcelebration_of_teaching%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:exhibit@xavier.edu


CREATING AN
EXPERIENTIAL AND

VALUES-BASED
CLASSROOM

bryan buechner

assistant professor of marketing

williams college of business

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In my project, I will present strategies to create an engaging and experiential environment where students are co-creators of value in the course. I will share how to incorporate Xavier’s Mission into the student learning and the classroom environment by discussing how to create pedagogy that links Bloom’s Taxonomy to Xavier’s Jesuit Values. Additionally, I will discuss strategies to facilitate experiential learning and solicit student feedback. These include tactics related to formal and informal feedback, ungraded assignments, team-based projects, and classroom discussions. Collectively, this project highlights the importance of creating a comfortable learning environment in which students increase their knowledge through the process of “learn-do-teach”; students learn through lecture and discussion, do through in-class assignments, assessments, and activities, and teach by sharing their knowledge—with their peers and professional partners—on team-based experiential learning projects.



1. Ensure students are co-creators of value in 
the course

2. How to create a course that links Bloom’s 
Taxonomy to Xavier’s Jesuit Values and 
Ignatian Pedagogy

3. Facilitate experiential learning and solicit 
student feedback. 

PRESENTATION OUTCOMES



Collectively, this project highlights the importance of 
creating a comfortable learning environment in which 

students increase their knowledge through the process 
of “learn-do-teach”; students learn through lecture and 

discussion, do through in-class assignments, 
assessments, and activities, and teach by sharing their 

knowledge—with their peers and professional 
partners—on team-based experiential learning 

projects.

TEACHING PHILOSOPHY



MAGIS

SERVICE
ROOTEDIN
JUSTICE& 

LOVE

REFLECTION

SOLIDARITY& 
KINSHIP

DISCERNMENT

CURA
PERSONALIS

At Xavier, we celebrate a passion for mission that calls us to understand 
the history and importance of our Jesuit heritage and Ignatian spirituality. 
We are invited to embrace Xavier’s shared values and to recognizeGod’s 

presence in our lives and the work we do. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cura Personalis. Jesuit education emphasizes the view that each person is a unique creation of God. Cura Personalis (meaning ‘care for the whole self’ in Latin) is demonstrated by personal attention in the classroom, a deep respect for diversity and difference and an emphasis on holistic care for the mind, body and spirit.Discernment. Discernment encourages students to be open to God’s spirit as they make decisions and take actions that contribute to the greater good. Discernment is practiced through prayer, reflection, consultation with others and considering the full impact of actions from diverse angles.Magis . A commitment to the concept of Magis (Latin for ‘more’) is a hallmark of Jesuit education. It challenges students to go beyond what is expected, interacting with the world with generosity, excellence and empathy. Magis is modeled by personal accountability and high expectations of achievement.Reflection. A foundational value of Jesuit education is the practice of reflection. Students are invited to pause to consider the world around them and their place within it before making decisions. This includes challenging the status quo, acknowledging biases and accepting responsibility for actions.Service rooted in justice and love. Jesuit education cultivates critical awareness of social and personal evil, but points out that God’s love is more powerful. This value is illustrated through community service programs, service learning semesters, immersion experiences and various volunteer opportunities for students.Solidarity and kinship. Students work together for the greater good. They develop relationships with their surrounding communities and share their talents and skills to help and serve others. This value is practiced through community engaged learning, where students work with community members to come up with innovative solutions.Finding God in all things. A Jesuit education is one grounded in the presence of God, and encompasses imagination, emotion and intellect. The Jesuit vision encourages students to seek the divine in all things—in all peoples and cultures, in all areas of study and learning and in every human experience.



CREATING VALUES-FOCUSED ASSESSMENTS
VALUE DESCRIPTION BLOOM’S

REFLECTION pause and consider the world around us 
and our place within it

Comprehension: analogy, discuss, 
describe, explain

DISCERNMENT
open to God's spirit as we consider our 
feelings and rational thought in order to 

make decisions

Evaluation: appraise, criticize, 
appraise, assess, judge

MAGIS "Where is the more universal good?“;
For the Greater Glory of God

Analysis: analyze, compare, examine, 
investigate, debate

CURA
PERSONALIS

recognize the uniqueness and wholeness 
of each person Knowledge: identify, select, outline

SOLIDARITY& 
KINSHIP

walk alongside and learn from our 
companions

Synthesis: Combine, hypothesize, 
invent

SERVICE 
ROOTED IN 

JUSTICE & LOVE

invest our lives into the well-being of our 
neighbors, particularly those who suffer 

injustice

Application: build, produce, apply, 
modify

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cura Personalis. Jesuit education emphasizes the view that each person is a unique creation of God. Cura Personalis (meaning ‘care for the whole self’ in Latin) is demonstrated by personal attention in the classroom, a deep respect for diversity and difference and an emphasis on holistic care for the mind, body and spirit.Discernment. Discernment encourages students to be open to God’s spirit as they make decisions and take actions that contribute to the greater good. Discernment is practiced through prayer, reflection, consultation with others and considering the full impact of actions from diverse angles.Magis . A commitment to the concept of Magis (Latin for ‘more’) is a hallmark of Jesuit education. It challenges students to go beyond what is expected, interacting with the world with generosity, excellence and empathy. Magis is modeled by personal accountability and high expectations of achievement.Reflection. A foundational value of Jesuit education is the practice of reflection. Students are invited to pause to consider the world around them and their place within it before making decisions. This includes challenging the status quo, acknowledging biases and accepting responsibility for actions.Service rooted in justice and love. Jesuit education cultivates critical awareness of social and personal evil, but points out that God’s love is more powerful. This value is illustrated through community service programs, service learning semesters, immersion experiences and various volunteer opportunities for students.Solidarity and kinship. Students work together for the greater good. They develop relationships with their surrounding communities and share their talents and skills to help and serve others. This value is practiced through community engaged learning, where students work with community members to come up with innovative solutions.Finding God in all things. A Jesuit education is one grounded in the presence of God, and encompasses imagination, emotion and intellect. The Jesuit vision encourages students to seek the divine in all things—in all peoples and cultures, in all areas of study and learning and in every human experience.



METHODS 

EVALUATION 
• Ungraded assignments
• Feedback should re-affirm a comfortable learning 

environment
• Secondary benefit: self-assessment! 

GENERATING FEEDBACK & 
FACILITATING DISCUSSION

Course Questions Discussion Board Kahoot!
Think-Pair-Share-Square Canvas Surveys

Fast Five Pulse Surveys





Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is this?The intention of this assignment is for you to help future students who complete this course. Specifically, you'll be asked to share a brief "elevator pitch" of this course and then write a brief "letter" to future students about how to be successful in this course. All answers will remain anonymous; please be honest! What is this not?This is NOT a feedback survey! If you would like to share feedback (which I highly encourage!), you can do so, formally, here: XU Course Evaluation. In other words, this is not a space for you to provide feedback on the course content, structure, or instructor. 
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BASED ON TODAY’S CLASS I FEEL… 

GREAT! EVERYTHING

MAKES SENSE AND I’M
CONFIDENT IN MY

UNDERSTANDING. 

GOOD…BUT I’M
GOING TO NEED TO

REVIEW A LITTLE BIT

BEFORE THE NEXT

CLASS TO FEEL MORE

CONFIDENT.

MEH… I WAS A LITTLE

LOST IN SOME PARTS

AND/OR STRUGGLED

TO STAY ENGAGED

REALLY LOST OR

CONFUSED! I NEED

TO CONNECT WITH

MY PEERS OR

ATTEND OFFICE

HOURS



METHODS 

EVALUATION 
• Ungraded & Graded assignments
• Students are active participants in evaluation and 

assessment
• “Use it or lose it” scoring for peer engagement 
• Can the experience also apply Xavier values and 

Ignatian Pedagogy?

CREATING EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

Team Projects / Client Projects In-Class Activities
Case Studies Site Visits

XU Library Resources / Databases Guest Speakers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EMPHASIZE IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES ALSO ALIGN WITH XAVIER VALUES (E.G., sports betting, role of nudges in marketing)



CREATING EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OVERVIEW PROJECT
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OVERVIEW PROJECT



CREATING EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PROJECT BASED ON XAVIER VALUES (SERVICE ROOTED IN JUSTICE AND LOVE)



CREATING EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PROJECT BASED ON XAVIER VALUES (SERVICE ROOTED IN JUSTICE AND LOVE; CURA PERSONALIS; DISCERNMENT)



CREATING EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PROJECT BASED ON XAVIER VALUES (SERVICE ROOTED IN JUSTICE AND LOVE; CURA PERSONALIS; DISCERNMENT)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
DISCUSS BUSINESS MEETING FORMAT
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