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Phonological Interpretation of
the Voiceless Alveolar Trill in Icelandic

Tatsuyuki MIMURA ™!

(Ffazfta FRk2746 H20 B GmCxEA FRk284 2 H 2H)

Abstract

Icelandic has the voiceless alveolar trill. The voiceless alveolar trill has traditionally been analyzed as
a realization of /hr/ sequence, and within a recent framework based on the modern distinctive feature
theory, the trill may be analyzed as the devoicing of /r/ which is triggered by the feature [+spread
glottis] of the following segment. However, both of these two previous analyses have several
deficiencies in their data and argumentation. On critical examination of the previous studies and
based on the data of compounds and phrase/sentences, which both of the previous analyses failed to
take into consideration, this paper shall draw the following three conclusions: i) besides /r/, the
voiceless alveolar trill is a phoneme in Icelandic; ii) the voiceless trill in the word-initial and -medial
position are both phonemic; iii) the voiceless trill in the word-final position is the realization of /r/
which is devoiced at the utterance-final position.

Keywords : minimal pairs, phonemic alternations, compounds, sentences, utterance-final devoicing
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b. &BH - 5B
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svart [svart] "Hv> INFL.
bjork [bjo'egk] M
(i) mars [mars] "=H. K&
fersk [férsk] THTff 72 INFL. )
porskur [03rskar] "fi&
(iii) hdr [hdour] M52
hrdr [ravr] 4D
QbR L77EFIE, AR X 50 2 B GERIC
BHNZno b, 2bi)RRbilI/R LIZ3E & XA D
FEEAEZ R LTIV, Wb D THExEE
absolutely final] DOALE O HF|ITH D,

L CTRJJLTF & -7 Gudmundsdotti [G 2 Z D5 %
BED L TLLVEILERL LT 5,

5 T A AT REOEFETIIREFIZTY 722 b
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2: hrada & rada D AX7 ba 7T A

— rada [r&:0a] "HLYIT %
b. mork [mcerk] THI INFL.
— mdrg [meerk] "% \> INFL. |
c. marka [mérka] "H1%Z 21} % |
— marga [marka] "% \> INFL. |
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FHDOM#E L LT Haugen (1958) 9%, #%EDNE L
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3.1 HFREHe/hr/ & T 5 IR : Haugen (1958)

TAAZ Y RFBIIBITHAEFREXSD A HTDOH
R S K LTcME— D5t & & 5 2 % Haugen
(1958: 60)® 1%, TRl & d#HiLe LT, FBIEIC
B DWMAEHRESD 2 H 5 T h/ & LR
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A3, RHRICAHIZE TIREATHIIE & LTl e,
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AUZSBIRMLEL L 720 | FREME (economy) O [,
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Rognvaldsson (2013)
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LW B EA AT D (cf. Spencer (1996: 143)),
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1 fa#l 1: RS OFEE

FEBH (CHOREICEERITT 25A) NS
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b. mork [meerk] "HI INFL.
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(7) a. hdr [hdvr] 42, (hdr- [hdyr-]~[hdur-])
e.g. hdrpurrka [havrOur(r)ka] "~7 F 74 ¥ —,
(< hdr + purrka [0dr(r)ka] "F 7 4 ¥ —)
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b. ¥fir [tvr] = 112y (fir- [fom-]~[iwm-])
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cf. yfirleknir [{!lfll‘lﬁ!t]kllll'] Mot
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720N E (leknir OYIFADE) BFET 25613
THNL TS,

(MR LT L D RFBERICBI D EFRHRESD 2
B L ORBFBGT, XRAICEWTHBIE S
%o HARBIZ LI FIZRT:

(8) str [stdur]~[stdur] "R E %)
e.g. Magnii  er stor [stour] madur [ma:our].
Magnis be large/great man
"Magnds [A£] oA Bt
stor [stsur]  kirkja [K"irka).
Hallgrimskirkja church
"Hallgrimskirkja [[f45#a] 2K EAEETT,

cf. Hallgrimskirkja er

be large

HEFEICBT D har-=<0 yfir- £ Rk, stor DFERD ¢
HiEE g & 2 L2V E (madur DPJEED )
D& T DL EIFAEFE CTh D] THAL TV DN,
EEZSI SR LG22 E (kirkja DYIBEOE) 73
BT oG AIIEREXS 2L LTHATY
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7p¥, AIENC CREICHERA0/OEBE & LT
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WCHER SNV

(9)  hring [rigk] " INFL.y (-hring [-rmgk]; *[-rmk])
Fit WS FRin INFL.

(< gifting [giftmk] "#5M5) + hring)

e.g. giftingahring [giftmkarink]

PLENG, MRS D S IIFEHEEGER TR
ZOEHEMOEENKELS R BEOLA
WL CTHIFE O AT ERHN 72 B &N &0
(ﬁ%Tﬂﬁ\%MQW%Eﬁkbfwmﬁé;

EWTRETH D) ZERWBMNERD, TR, &
DTRERICE T 2EEWRESD 2 FITEHRAIC
EDEIITRZDRETHH H D

Rl 3 BERRBICBIT 5 EFL
%42En0 TR Lz 21T, GER (BEIC pﬁ%f&
L, HorHEFGEZEKR LeWGS) 1205
M50 2 B %E -5 oMElIc ;ofiﬁ
Faf%é[r]&ﬁ’éﬁb HZEBHLMNERSTZ
2. (DB THNZ SN =5 O BTN S b

LN L DI MUJ: (pause) &I H VDD D
HRFEROMBIZBWTIE B L TESHEXSD
7_50)%&75@%&’(%%’)0

ZOXI)REBRICBITLEFREESD T DR

LENE SR T 2, EFITFEROE
FHESD A BT L ER/MDOEBIE L LTRSS,
542 filCBW TR L RBRBGUTE FERERICH
EINTZBLETHY . # 2 1EX(Tb) THIZHI Wi
Yfirtaka \Z351F % yfir-ORBOES#2X 52 2 HIL,
?ﬁ‘fh%af%é[t] LoThHlEkRZ &En-EE(L
& LTI B R e BB R ATRE Ch D,

FERIC, MEXIREROME BT 2 A X525
AEDH %?E’J ZHBAMNAIRE R LB TH D
CEFIIEZD, BAOBEY ., AREITAEROR
) (PHPAES) 25 B Th V. £ OIRE D FE)
N R DR E T ES T DTDITIE—EDT R
IR —NMEL D, LOLENRD, AFICER
TRV F—IIHEEOBAETIZ L L THRFEO KR
ﬁ:f)\ﬁf?%ﬁb’tﬁ’] IET ORI THD, &
Z T, & (word/lexicon) & FEFHED L)L & 430)
SIAF CHE LB LML L — D D3 & kT
EHRZ DL, FERICHFRIFEOME =R/ X— D
ENELTWDEEZZDZENTED, DED,
INETHEREEXTELNBERERE &
WAETIELICLD, BBRICBIT A EF XSS



TA AT RFEICRT DR H 50 25 O T miIALE

2B DOFF> [ ME voicelessness | 28 H & DO [E A D
FEMECIE7e<, BEERRICBIT 2T R LX—
DWFEIZ L > CHl & Z ShiFHIRE O 1k,
s UE TH4EE5E0 (postlexical)] (ZHE AL 7
Fibe UCHEIR 5 2 ENAfRE &L 72 5,

EE S S

INFETm L TERLEREDOMPUZESE(DHITR
Licsafl & E Rz oird 2 &, Troh L7225 (i
MEOEREG L, FERIIFET D, b, REE L _HE
FORLICHLTIEERL T I RICEREEZN
720

(10) a. B8 hradi [ra:d] [fra:di/, hrdr [réur] [ravr/,
hring [rigk] /rmk/
b. @EH - &

(i) harpa [hdrpa] /harpa/, svart [svdrt] /svart/,

bjork [bicerk] /bicerk/
(ii) mars [mérs] /mars/, fersk [férsk] /fersk/,
porskur [05rskur] /Oorskur/

(iii) hdr [havr] /havr/, hrdr [réur] [ravr/

5 fERE

b, AT, 74 A7 2 REICBIT DS
W52 ZBEOEHmMINMEMTIZE LT, 1T
WIE ORI MGE R U C, EFME OfifIRE %
T,

AR BT Dk & fmm 2 ZAIT D L LU T D@
N
(11) a. FeATHIZE & 2 D RIEEA:

) FEEH (REEICEEETT256) ILB81F5
WX 5D 275 & /hr/ & 3hT; REHIEONC
ERICBITA2EFERHESD ZFICHEL T
ke L 0T h-EEmALE L TR FH
HIZZ LV, FHEESAIER T D F
(*VCCCOZEAEAH L TLE I,

i) MRS (RETITARE LHE)
WCHEBEAT T O \E RS D A E 5 B 1
EFRHE T D IRRIE M [+spread glottis]IZ LV
lEEZ S \ERLE MR, 2o
BRICBITHER X522 FICEL LR
K72 Uy KB DOFFAE: [-spread glottis] T&H 5

IOERNCEFREXSD 2NN §
BICHEELITT 2% 6 N FER O
HO X DI Hhe - EDEE L7 WEREE Tl
FEFR SR SE L7200,

b. EFH OfFER:

i) B/ARTOFEZRIME LT, EHEEESD
A EEMI L ERLE LCEHRE,: il
FETOERERXSD ZFIIEEDOLULTY
MERESDZHETHD LD,

i) HAFESCX, MBI 55K (EREFEKR)
BT D EAERESD 25 L[] DOREHS
NEFLHICHE SN TV D EEEHILIC,
ZONLEICNL O EES D 2 F OF
172 B M DA X & FR 4,

iii) 25 & FEED LAY IT HARER; #axtiE
DALENNL DI X5 D 25 X RGER 2
BT D OMERL L LR,

AT I TR EDRBEICBIT AR XS D 2
HFTOHERNBLELTEY, T4 AT RiEIZBT
LEHERESDZEORERBERZYDICITE-S
TWRhote, ZHUCH LEROMRIL, HEE
R, MLEDOTEFREESDZEORL BN E
WRRERLSHHATHZENARETHY . ZDHET
IvERLTHWELEEZLD,

BEH TN X 5ICT A AT IO MR B
SOME P T IS BT A AT AR SR I I Y B E T T
HHHLODO, AFTHMLE LS s &R O
BUAIAHECHESEZRI U ZATED, £720
THHLE A RRwmEBICE EEoT0D, 5%IiT.
AR BV THRE U 7o iR % fih oD 4 705 5 D it iR
WWHIEHL, AFELEDETA AT RiEIZE
DU E OB ORI Z2 3T,

W EE

AFlE, BASFEHETFRE 150 [IRE (2015 4F 6
H 20 B, REUERFHAEF v 3 R) IZBT D
MR 0 NS PREFRRE O oI I, Bk
HEERNDWEEEWEBE 2l E 2 TINEKR MEIE
EMATbDOTHD, HEERIAV M2 TS0k
EEpERE SRR RAUR A E#d%) . Timothy Vance
et (ENZIEGEMFZERT) . TEAKEIERE (BWHEY
Bt K4 2% B2 [ D E2BMEY LTz #
L EiF5,
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