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Atsuko TAKAHASHI
Getting rid of the training wheels - Incorporating information literacy in beginning Japanese

Abstract : In recent years, there has been a trend in Japanese language education to incorporate learning
activities that place more emphasis on content-based education and critical thinking in the curriculum at the
intermediate and advanced levels. At the elementary level, however, the curriculum still maintains the
traditional emphasis on language acquisition through textbook-based grammar, vocabulary and kanji. This is
where the challenge lies: students who have become accustomed to textbook-based learning at the
elementary level do not have the skill sets to learn autonomously when they advance to the intermediate
level where much of the content comes from outside the textbook. This paper explores how information
literacy can be applied to language learning, through the collaborative efforts of language instructor and
librarian, by using the example of a first year Japanese language course at Smith College (a women’ s
university in the United States). The author believes that by learning information literacy skills together
with language from the beginning, students are able to progress smoothly from the elementary level to the
intermediate level, and are better able to do the independent research necessary for content-based activities
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relating to language, culture, and society.

Keywords : information literacy / information literacy education / Japanese language education /

elementary Japanese language curriculum / library use, faculty-librarian collaboration
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