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Since Americans are such mobile people perhaps the geographis permanance of areas of integration is not as
important as its adequate availibility of integration in the general region. The metropolitan region of Detroit is
growing at approximately two vards a day. |f the total urbanized city size doubles, so should the black and
integrated areas. This geographic phenomenon is not the result of a pushy people aggresively invading other peoples
neighborhoad, it is simply natural proportional growth. Further, the cause of white flight from integrated areas is
not necessarily simply racism. "“Integration’ to whites too often means bad schools; and young liberal white families.
the ones most likely to want to integrate, will not do so at the expense of their children’s education. The low quality
of education, especially the predictable tremendous overcrowding that accompanies expanding black neighborhoods,
is precisely the overwhelming factor that drives out young liberal white couples from integrated areas. The condition
of the schools themselves are the most active instrument of segregation in the city today in spite of an officially
proclaimed policy of integration. In neighborhoods with good schools such as the Lafayette Tower area and north of
the University of Detroit, integration is showing signs of geographic stability. But such integration is only available
to the highest paid black families and the middle or higher paid white ones. Modestly financed people of either race
cannot buy sucy permanent integration assuming they so desire. Still, families of average income are achieving a
mechanical integration in the northwest portion of Detroit because of the surplus housing for black people. Contrary
to seeming dominant white impressions, there is not an infinite supply of black people. If the Greater Detroit
Metropolitan Region were geographically integrated only less than one house in every five would contain a black
family. With areas of real estate open to black families in northwest Detroit, the supply of solid housing for black
people is exceeding the demand and integration has a posibility of becoming geographically fixed. As the former
knife edge blurs, as can be seen again especially in northwest Detroit, rather stable geographis integration is a massive
possibility. It is this sort of natural integrated community that the School Board plan injures.

Integration can be defined a third way as simply a “changing neighborhood.” If integration is viewed as the time
between “‘the first black family moving in and the last white one moving out,” then the School Board plan must be
considered racist in effect because breaking up these zones of change will leave black children under white control
many years after the community has become black. Again, the grain of the School Board plan runs athwart the grain
of coming change. To be responsive to black change, the community control plan is again clearly fair. The School
Board statistician, Merle Hendrickson, has devised an accurate method of predicting racial change. It is based on the
fact that neighborhoods tend to form new subdivisions with newly wed couples and about forty years after the
couples begin to retire and collectively sell their homes. This creates a vacuum in housing demands in a
neighborhood and a second generation of young couples enter. The second generation in Detroit has recently always
been black. Using Hendrickson’'s material (Map 3), clearly Osborn and Denby in the northeast side should be kept as
a grouping since the slow grinding wheels of economic real estate is, regardless of the subjective attitudes of the
present white residences, about to tip the whole region integrationist.” Thus the School Board planning violates
integration defined as change and the community control plan does not.

C. The School Board's Machinery for Making Decisions

The Schoo! Board has the advantage in any dispute with the public of controlling its own data, data that has a
semi-legal status. For instance, in preparing a community decentralization school plan, the School Board can
determine for itself what are the legal capacities of the schools. In 1960 Fitzgerald Elementary School was a white
schoo! and was given a listed capacity of 1,472 students. Tremendous overcrowding (the broom closet is now the
violin room) produced a statistical expansion of the main building to a listed capacity of 1,760 students without the
addition of a single brick of physical expansion. The School Board data control has already produced a heavily illegal
school system throughout the black city of Detroit. Fire regulations are normally based on the number of humans
per square footage, but not in schools. Firedoors are illegally locked making a tragedy on increased probability
though school records indicate “‘safe.”

The school lunch rooms are allowed to fall below Heaith Department standards which are enforced in private

4. Urban renewal of the “negro removal” sort as accorded at the Chrysler School in earlier decades was based on
removing extremely poor black families and building luxuary apartments on the site of their former homes and
completely reversing racial balances. This luxury apartment planning has become too difficult politically so that
much more modestly priced dwellings are now being constructed on urban renewal projects that keep the racial

balances about the same as today.










APPENDIX |

STATE OF MICHIGAN
75TH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 19688

Introduced by Senators Young, Brown snd Cartwright

ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 635

AN ACT to require first class school districts to be divided into regional districts and
to provide for local district school boards and define their powers and duties and the
powers and duties of the first class district board

The People of the State of Michigan enact.

Sec. | t 0, the school board of each first class district
or more than 11 regional school districts with
not more than 50,000 no 8§ Lhan 2° ) students in each district.

Sec. 2. In additi to the t members of the first class board there shall be
elected by the registered and q ied electors of each district to the first class board 1
member from each of the districts for a term of 4 years. The members of the first class
school district board provided in section 2 to be elecled by regions shall be elected in the
general election to be held in November, 1970 and every fourth year thereafter for a term
commencing on January 1| next following their election. The candidates shall be nominated
in primary elections in the manner provided by law for the present first class school district
memnibers.

The term of office of the present class school board members shall hereafter be
4 years. The terms of office of present first class school board members which expire
June 30, 1971 are extended to January 1, 1973. The term of office of present first class
school board members which expire June 30, 1973 are shortened to January 1, 1973, The
S at large positions on the first class district school board which expire January 1, 1973
shall be filled at the general election to be held in November, 1972 for a term of 4 years.
The terms of office of present first class school district board members which expire on
June 30, 1975 are extended to January 1, 1977 and shall be filled at the general election
to be held in November, 1276 for a term of 4 years

Sec. 3. In each regional district there shall be elected 9 members to the regional board.
No person shall be elected who is not a resident of the regional district from which he
is elected. The members shall be nominated and elected by the registered and qualified
electors of each district as is provided by law for the nomination and election of first
class school board members except that signatures required on nominating petitions shall
be not less than 500 nor more than 1.000. The members shall be elected for terms of 4
years. Except that of the members elected at the general election in 0 the 5 members
receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 4 years and the 4
members receiving the next highest number of votes chall be elected for a term of 2 years.

Sec. 4, The first class school distnct bo: shall retain all the powers and duties now
possessed by a first class school district exc for those given to a regional school district
board under the provisions of this act

Ser § tective upon the commencement of its term of office, the regional school
distnct board. subject to guide stablished by the first ss district board, shall have
the power to

(1) Employ and discharge a superintendent for the regional school district from a list
or lists of candidates ymitted by the d rd

(2) Employ and discharge, : mote all teachers and cther employees of the
regional school district. st 7 1 irst ss school district board. which may
overrule, modify or ction of district board

(3) Determine the curriculum, use of cduc na ties and establishment of educa-

in the regional school district
nal school district based upon the allocation of
board
ority and of any other benefits of any
yetween regional school districts from
be abr ted, dir d or impaired
oal district be shall perform the following functions for

Act No. 336

to 423.216 of the Compiled

and to the provisions of any
1ployees

nerations to each regional school district

lines for the imple tation of the
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Northwest Community Organization

Action Committee For Education

Detroit Council of Organizations

Edison School Parents Club

Ad-Hoc Committee for Community Control of Schools
Promotion Study Success, Inc,

Berkowitz Plan

Detroit Board of Education

First District Democratic-Education Committee

School Boundaries Altered
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ne following game is submitted to the following team leaders:

Professor Gerald Karaska
Department of Geography
Clark University

Worcester, Massachusetts

Professor Richard Morrill

Department of Geography
University of Washington
Seattle, Washington

Professor Thomas Reiner
Department of Regional Science
Wharton School of Business
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Professor Duane Marble
Department of Geography
Northwestern University
Evanston, lllinois

Professor William Warntz
Computer Graphics
Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts

john Sheppard
Department of Geography
r i

zens College

Kingston, Ont
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INFERIOR QUALITY EDUCATION

- at least 15 per cent below national average

(Achievement Test Scores of Pupils, Detroit Public Schools, 1969, p. 8)
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