Recommended Judaica Reference Works, 1988

Charles Cutter and Micha F. Oppenheim

Brandeis University
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This column lists selected reference mate-
rials that appeared in 1988. Works from
1986 and 1987 are included if deemed sig-
nificant. The purpose of this list is to rec-
ommend current Judaica reference books

basic to research, both general and spe--

cialized. It is intended to serve as a guide
to new tools for scholarly research as. well
as to more popular, but reliable works. The
annotations describe the scope and use of
each work. Prices are listed when avail-
able.

Hebrew reference works are starred, and
corresponding Hebrew bibliographic data
appears at the end of the list.

The reference works are classified under
the following subject headings:

Antisemitism

Bible

Christian-Jewish relations
Conservative Judaism
Dictionaries

Festschriften

History

History—Ethiopia
History—United States
Israel

Lehmann Manuscript Library—Catalogs
Philanthropy—Israel
Press—United States
Printing—History

Rabbinic literature

Vatican Library—EXxhibitions

Antisemitism

1. Antisemitism: An Annotated Bibli-
ography. Edited by Susan Sarah Cohen.
New York: Garland, 1987. 392 p.

This bibliography is the first in a series of
biennial bibliographic publications to be
published by the Hebrew University’s Vidal
Sassoon International Center for the Study
of Antisemitism. It is a multi-lingual anno-
tated bibliography of books, articles, doc-
toral dissertations, and masters’ theses
published in 1984-1985 about anti-
semitism. The largest section of the book
deals with antisemitism throughout the
ages. This section is organized chronologi-
cally and subdivided geographically. Mate-
rials pertaining to antisemitism in literature
and in the arts, as well as bibliographies

of America
New York, NY

and reference works, are also included in
this section. Antisemitic publications,
newspaper articles, reviews, and works of
fiction are excluded. A listing of antisemitic
periodicals is found in Appendix I. Includes
author and subject indexes.

Bible

*2. Sole, Moshe Ze’ev. Madrikh Bibli-
yografi le-Khitve ha-Kodesh. Jerusalem:
Sifre Mabat, 1988. 368 p.

A listing of literary and scholarly works
published about the various books of the
Bible. The work is arranged according to
the books of the Bible, and the citations
within each category are arranged by au-
thor. In addition, the author treats related
subjects such as exegesis and transla-
tions. The titles of citations in languages
other than Hebrew are translated into
Hebrew and are listed in a section accom-
panying each chapter. Annotations, as well
as title and subject indexes, would have
enhanced the value of this work.

*3. Torah Shelemah; A Talmudic-Mid-
rashic Encyclopedia of the Five Books
of Moses. Author-editor Menahem M.
Kasher. Volume 40: Numbers. Jerusalem:
The Torah Shelemah Institute, 1988.

The latest volume in the anthology of ex-
cerpts from the Talmud and Midrash relat-
ing to specific Biblical passages, along
with selections from the major commen-
taries on the Bible.

Christian-Jewish Relations

4. Shermis, Michael. Jewish-Christian
Relations: an Annotated Bibliography and
Resource Guide. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1988. 291 p. ISBN
0253331536. $27.00.

This is the largest known published list of
materials dealing with Christian-Jewish
concerns, in many different formats, in-
cluding: books, pamphlets, important arti-
cles, journals, congresses, media, and
syllabi. The over 500 books cited are clas-
sified under eighteen subject categories.
The guide contains a directory of organiza-
tions and speakers, as well as subject,
name, title, and media indexes.
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Jewish Theological Seminary

Conservative Judaism

5. Nadell, Pamela S. Conservative Juda-
ism in America: A Biographical Dictionary
and Sourcebook. New York: Greenwood
Press, 1988. 409 p. ISBN 0313242054.

A biographical dictionary of some 130
Conservative and Reconstructionist lead-
ers. Each biographical sketch evaluates
the figure’s “most important contribution to
the development of American Con-
servatism, its institutions, guiding policies,
ideology, and/or literature.” Each sketch
also includes the biographee’s major writ-
ings, the works he edited or translated,
and references about him. A listing of the
major Conservative and Reconstructionist
institutions and their respective officers ap-
pears in the appendices. The dictionary
also includes a glossary and a thematically
arranged bibliography covering memoirs,
autobiographies, biographies, collections
of sermons, and synagogue histories. In-
dexed.

Dictionaries

6. Klein, Ernest. A Comprehensive Ety-
mological Dictionary of the Hebrew
Language For Readers of English. New
York: Macmillan, 1987. 721 p. ISBN
002974317,

Included in this dictionary are detailed ety-
mologies of some 30,000 words and word
forms. Each term is identified by the part of
speech or linguistic stratum from which it
comes, and is defined in a concise and
clear manner. The various meanings of the
entry term are listed and numbered con-
secutively. The etymological information
for each entry is set off in brackets for easy
identification. The derivatives, most of
which appear as separate entries in the
book, then follow. The author includes
transliteration charts for Hebrew, Arabic,
and Greek, as well as a bibliography of ref-
erence sources used in compiling the dic-
tionary.

Festschriften

7. Miller, Philip E. “A Bibliography of Fest-
schriften Relating to Jewish Studies,
1971-1986." In Jewish Book Annual,




Volume 46. New York: Jewish Book Coun-
cil, 1988, pp. 118-142.

Supplements the book-length bibliography
of this form compiled by Charles Berlin in
1971 as well as Jacob R. Marcus’ /ndex to
Jewish Festschriften issued in 1937.

History

8. Edelheit, Abraham J.; Edelheit, Her-
shel. The Jewish World in Modern Times:
A Selected, Annotated Bibliography.
Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1988. 569 p.
ISBN 0813305721. $65.00.

A selective, annotated bibliography of

books, pamphlets and articles in English,

covering modern Jewish history. Part I,
which treats the Jewish world as a whole,
is divided into 9 chapters: Surveys; Social
history; Emancipation; Religious trends;
Cultural trends; Antisemitism; Public af-
fairs; Holocaust; and Zionism. Part |l deals
with individual Jewish communities, ar-
ranged geographically in 9 chapters: Cen-
tral Europe; Eastern Europe; USSR;
Western Europe; The Americas; USA and
Canada; Middle East; Israel; Africa and
Asia. The volume includes an introduction,
“An Outline of Modern Jewish History,”
which briefly describes the key events,
personalities, and movements. The book
concludes with a bibliography of bibliogra-
phies, a glossary, and author, title, and
subject indexes.

History—Ethiopia

*9. Yehude Etiyopyah: Bibliyografyah
Mu’eret. Edited by Stephen Kaplan and
Shoshanah Ben-Dor. Jerusalem: Ben-Zvi
Institute, 1988. 163 p. ISBN 9652350249.

A comprehensive bibliography, enumerat-
ing 1,461 books and articles pertaining to
Ethiopian Jewry. References to citations in
earlier bibliographies by A. Z. Aescoly and
Wolf Leslau are given. The bibliegraphy is
arranged alphabetically by author, or title
in the case of articles in encyclopedias and
anonymous works. Items in Hebrew and
Yiddish are listed in separate alphabets,
and precede items in European lan-
guages. The annotations are brief and
written in Hebrew. The work is enhanced
by the inclusion of a subject index and an
index of travelers’ accounts.

History—United States

10. Karkhanis, Sharad. Jewish Heritage
in America: An Annotated Bibliography.
New York: Garland, 1988. 456 p. ISBN
0824075382. $55.00.

“Intended for the use of students, scholars
and general readers . . . this fully anno-
tated bibliography includes 1,100 selected
sources (323 books and 777 articles from
88 popular and scholarly journals dating
from 1925 through 1987) and presents the
whole panorama of the Jewish heritage in
America, portraying the historic begin-
nings, social conditions, cultural life, the
Holocaust years, antisemitism, intellectual
and literary contributions, religious tradi-
tions, political activism, dilemmas of as-
similation and identity, and relations with
Christians and blacks.” (Introd.) Includes
author, title, and subject indexes.

Israel

11. Books On Israel. Edited by lan S.
Lustick. Albany, New York: State University
of New York Press, 1988. 111 p. ISBN
088706776x. $29.50.

The first volume in the Israel Studies Asso-
ciation’s projected series of review essays
dealing with recent scholarship on Israel
society: ethnic relations, religious life,
cultural trends, history, politics, and liter-
ature.

12. Goell, Yohai. “Eretz-Israel Reference
Topics: A Bibliographic Survey.” In Jewish
Book Annual, Volume 46. New York: Jew-
ish Book Council, 1988, pp. 44—-61.

This guide to reference works on Israel
concludes with alphabetically arranged
lists of Hebrew and English sources.

Lehmann Manuscript Library—
Catalogs

*13. Ohel Hayim; Katalog Kitve ha-Yad
ha-’lvriyim  be-Sifriyat  Mispahat
Menasheh Refa’el ve-Sarah Lehman.
Prepared by Moshe Halamish with the par-
ticipation of Elazar Hurvitz. New York:
Manfred and Anne Lehmann Foundation,
1988. 314 p. $125.

The first of a projected series of catalogs
that will list and fully describe the manu-
scripts in the Lehmann Manuscript Library.
The present volume describes 135 manu-
scripts of Kabbalistic works. Each item de-
scribed is accompanied by a facsimile
reproduction of a page from the manu-
script, to enable the user to gain a better
understanding of the text that is described.
The work concludes with numerous in-
dexes, including title, author, geographic,
and former owner indexes.

Philanthropy—israel

14. Jaffe, Eliezer D. Giving Wisely: the Is-
rael Guide to Non-profit and Volunteer
Social Services. Jerusalem: Koren Pub-
lishers, 1982. 656 p. $18.00.

An alphabetical guide to some 300 non-
profit volunteer organizations in Israel ac-
tive in the fields of health, education, and
welfare. For each organization, detailed
and objective information is provided
about its history, goals, services and ac-
tivities, officers, finances, membership,
and funding needs. Includes a bibliogra-
phy, and an alphabetical index of organiza-
tions.

Press—United States

15. Selavan, Ida C. “Jews.” In The Immi-
grant Labor Press In North America,
1840s—1970s; An Annotated Bibliography,
Volume 2. (Migrants From Eastern and
Southeastern Europe). New York: Green-
wood Press, 1988, pp. 542—-725.

An annotated bibliography of the Yiddish
and Hebrew newspapers published in the
United States. The author provides full bib-
liographic information regarding each pub-
lication, lists sources for further reading,
and notes some depositories that house
the publication. A bibliography of second-
ary sources with particular emphasis on
the Jewish press in the United States ac-
companies the publication. Indexed.

Printing—History

16. A Sign and a Witness; 2,000 Years
of Hebrew Books and Illuminated Manu-
scripts. Edited with an introduction by
Leonard Singer Gold. New York: New York
Public Library, 1988. 223 p. ISBN
0871044099.

A collection of twelve scholarly essays pub-
lished in conjunction with the exhibition of
Hebrew manuscripts and books at the New
York Public Library. The essays deal with
such topics as the making of Hebrew manu-
scripts and their decoration, Hebrew manu-
scripts as a resource for scholarship, the
history of Hebrew book printing, issues re-
lating to Hebrew book publishing, Christian
involvement with the Hebrew book, and the
role of the Hebrew book in the transmission
of culture. “A Selected Bibliography of the
Hebrew Book,” by Sharon Lieberman Mintz,
a checklist of the exhibition, and many fac-
simile reproductions (in both color and
black-and-white) of the items on display, en-
hance the value of this important work.
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Rabbinic Literature

*17. Dienstag, Israel Jacob. “Moreh Ne-
vukhim leha-Rambam; Bibliyografyah Shel
Perushim ve-He‘arot.” In Gevurot ha-Romah
.. . le-Mosheh Hayim Vailer. Jerusalem:
Mesharim, 1987, pp. 207-237.

This article within a festschrift is a bikliogra-
phy of commentaries on the Guide for the
Perplexed of Maimonides.

*18. Eidensohn, Daniel. Yad Moshe:
Mafteah kelali le-sh. u-t. Igrot Moshe shel
Moshe Fainshtein. Brooklyn, NY: D. Eiden-
sohn (3109 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn, NY
11210) 1988, 185 p.

An index to the contents of over 1,700 re-
sponsa letters collected in seven volumes,
written by the late Rabbi Moshe Feinstein,
this generation’s leading Orthodox halakhic
authority.

According to the compiler, “This index was
not written to allow decisions in Jewish law
to be decided . . . Reb Moshe published
these letters to enable mature talmudic
scholars to learn his reasoning and at-
titude on a wide range of subjects.” An En-
glish edition was published in 1987. (See
JL, vol. 4, no. 2, p. 189.)

19. Mishnah. The Mishnah; A New Trans-
lation. Edited by Jacob Neusner. New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1988. 1120 p.
$44.00.

While the goal of earlier translations was to
render the Hebrew of the Mishnah into flu-
ent English, this work is as close to a literal
translation of the Hebrew as possible. This
translation can be used for ready refer-
ence, serving as a handbook both for stu-
dents of Mishnaic Hebrew and for those
who merely wish to peruse a given pas-
sage.

Vatican Library—Exhibitions

20. A Visual Testimony: Judaica From
The Vatican Library. Edited by Philip Hiat.
New York: Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, 1987. 104 p.

A richly illustrated checklist of the exhibi-
tion of Judaica books and manuscripts
from the Vatican Library. The checklist in-
cludes the following brief introductory es-
says: “The Hebrew Collections of the
Vatican Library,” by Leonard E. Boyle;
“Texts in Context: Hebraica in the Vatican
Library as a Resource for Jewish-Christian
Relations,” by Michael A. Singer; “Hebrew
llluminated Manuscripts in the Vatican Li-
brary,” by Joseph Gutmann.

Hebrew Bibliographic Data
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Title Index

Antisemitism 1

A Bibliography of Festschriften . . . 7

Books on israel 11

A Comprehensive Etymological Dictionary
of the Hebrew Language 6

Conservative Judaism in America 5

Eretz-Israel Reference Topics 12

Giving Wisely 14

Jewish-Christian Relations 4

Jewish Heritage in America 10

The Jewish World in Modern Times 8

Jews (Immigrant labor press) 15

Madrikh Bibliyografi le-Khitve ha-
Kodesh 2

The Mishnah; A New Translation 19

Moreh Nevukhim leha-Rambam:

Bibliografyah . . . 17
Ohel Hayim; Katalog Kitve
ha-Yad . . . 13

A Sign and a Witness 16

Torah Shelemah . . . vol. 40 3

A Visual Testimony 20

Yad Moshe: Mafteah kelali le-sh. u-t.
Igrot Moshe . . . 18

Yehude Etiyopyah 9

Dr. Charles Cutter is Head, Judaic Depart-
ment, Brandeis University Libraries. Micha
F Oppenheim, is Head, Bibliographic Con-
trol, Jewish Theological Seminary of Amer-
ica. They are co-authors of Jewish
Reference Sources: A Selective, Anno-
tated Bibliographic Guide. (New York:
Garland Publishing, 1982).
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GUIDELINES FOR REVIEWERS

Shimeon Brisman, Editor, APPROBATIONS

Book reviews are expected to include de-
scriptions, evaluations, and critical com-
ments (preferably in this order).

The descriptive part should acquaint the
reader sufficiently with both the purpose and
contents of the work. Data about the author,
or additional infoarmation about the work
(part of a series, illustrations, etc), may be
included in this part.

The evaluation of the material should consist
of an objective examination of the contents,
a spot-checking of sources, and summariza-
tion of findings (whether the work meets the
stated objectives of the author, whether the
work meets scholarly standards, etc.). Crit-
ical comments pertaining to the technical as-
pects of the work (arrangement of material,
order of chapters, bibliography, etc.) may be
included in this section.

Basic criticism, including the reviewer’s opin-
ions and final judgment of the work, should
be relegated to the end of the review.

Note to publishers: Reference books for re-
view should be sent to Charles Cutter or
Micha Oppenheim.




'RELIGION
INDEXES

Now On
CD-ROM

with WILSONDISC*
and Online
with WILSONLINE

A Fast, Efficient Way to Search
a Renowned Reference Source

Now, the most renowned reference sources in the fields of
theological and religious scholarship—Religion Indexes—
are available for searching on easy-to-use, affordable
CD-ROM and online retrieval systems. Indispensable for
academic, research, and public libraries, the Indexes are
available as one integrated database through:

* WILSONDISC CD-ROM—combines CD-ROM searching
for users at all levels with unlimited access to the most
recent data, at a single fixed price.

* WILSONLINE—offers fast, sophisticated online capabili-

ties at low, hourly rates.

* Index to Book Reviews in Reli-
gion (IBRR)—Provides access to
some 12,500 book reviews, review
essays, and review articles from
almost 500 journals and selected
annuals.

* Research in Ministry (RIM®)—
A annotated guide to current uni-
versity and seminary-based research
projects in contemporary ministry
dating from 1981, RIM includes
such topics as preaching, lay
ministry, liturgy, church relations,
and evangelism.

COMPLETE COVERAGE
OF THE WORLD’S
RELIGIONS

Published by the American Theological
Library Association (ATLA), Religion
Indexes cover [slam, Judaism, and
the major Christian denominations,
as well as Buddhism, Hinduism, and
other non-western religions. A unique
resource for scholars, teachers, clergy,
and students of religion and related
fields, Religion Indexes provide
accurate, in-depth access to a broad
range of subjects, including:

* Church History

¥Bible

* Theology

* History of Religions

* Liturgy.

In addition, Religion Indexes on
WILSONDISC and WILSONLINE
cover a multitude of related, interdis-
ciplinary topics such as: ® Anthro-
pology ® Archaeology ® Art and
Religion ® Ethics ® Law and Religion
® Medicine and Religion ® Music

® Psychology ® Sociology.

ACCURATE, IN-DEPTH
COVERAGE

Offering additional retrospective
coverage not available elsewhere,
Religion Indexes on WILSONLINE
or WILSONDISC offer easy access
to international scholarly and deno-
minational journals, essays, Fest-
schriften, and dissertations from
1975 to the present. Powerful, flexi-
ble, and very user-friendly, Religion
Indexes on WILSONLINE or
WILSONDISC offer access to

these four ATLA publications in
one, convenient source:

* Religion Index One: Periodicals
(RIO®)—Indexes articles and fea-
tures such as book reviews from
over 450 periodicals (and selected
articles from other journals)
published worldwide.

* Religion Index Two: Multi-
Author Works (RIT®)—Indexes
essays from collected works, Fest-
schriften, conference proceedings
and congresses (plus reprints of
articles not included in other
ATLA indexes).

AFFORDABLE RATES ON
CD-ROM AND ONLINE

The WILSONDISC and WILSON-
LINE packages are more affordable
than comparable services. A subscrip-
tion to WILSONDISC—which in-
cludes an annual compact disc and
unlimited online search time in the
database throughout the year—is
yours for a single annual fee of
$795. Special multiple copy rates
offer discounts of up to 20% per
disc for orders of ten or more copies
of the same database.

If you search Religion Indexes on-
line through WILSONLINE you
can pay as you go or select from a
variety of subscription options—with
search rates as low as $50 per hour!

TO ORDER

Call Toll-Free 1-800-367-6770

In New York State call 1-800-462-6060;
in Canada call collect 1-212-588-8400;
. or Telefax 1-212-590-1617.

THE HW. WILSON
'COMPANY

950 University Avenue
Bronx, New York 10452




