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Why pig? 

• Local Suidae provide a large contribution to the genetic diversity of the domestic stock

• Their genetic variability is related to adaptation to harsh environments, disease resilience, 
and meat quality characteristics

• They are part of the cultural heritage of local communities, having an important socio-
economic value,

But 

• Deforestation, persecution and bushmeat hunting constitute substantial threats leading to 
their decline or extinction

• No exiting conservation programme

• Genetic improvement can achieve rapid gains, but there is no infrastructure to enable this

Combining the iPSCs and the surrogate host technology is the game changer for conservation and restoration of tropical Suidae breeds without their genetic integrity being affected

Local Pig fibroblasts

This research is being implemented by CGIAR researchers from the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) in close partnership 
with Veterinary Services from Kenya. We would like to thank all funders who supported this research through their contributions to the 
CGIAR Trust Fund and the SAPLING initiative: https://www.cgiar.org/funders/

Differentiation IVF Embryo 
Transplantation 

Tropical Suidae
IVF & ET, or

This document is licensed for use under the 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International License. August 2023.  

mailto:c.tiambo@cgiar.org
https://www.cgiar.org/funders/

