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Introduction

The role of Forages

Livestock systems are vital for livelihoods, they contribute to 
economic and food security stability, providing income, nutrients, and 
employment opportunities.

Livestock systems worldwide are under pressure to become more 
efficient, more sustainable, and more resilient to climate and other 
shocks.

In Africa, a shortage of quality feed places additional pressure on these 
systems. This leads to reduced beef and milk production, higher feeding 
costs, and challenges to the economic and social well-being of livestock 
producers and their families' food and nutrition security. 

The origin of FAN
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Learn more

Forages play a key role in African livestock systems. Not only do they 
cover the largest area in farming systems, but they also provide key 
ecosystem services, such as: 

As forage scientists working on forage germplasm selection and 
breeding for African farming systems, we have come together to form a 
network of knowledge exchange and collaboration that can leverage our 
strengths. In this way, we can develop forage options that best suit the 
needs of farmers across the Continent. The following centers (in 
alphabetical order) are members of the Forage Africa Network:

This services make forages vital for sustainable land management and 
resilience against climate variability. Forages are as diverse as livestock 
systems and many different research programs exist.These programs 
share the same overall goal to bring solutions to livestock producers and 
to help them overcome the many challenges that they face.
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Introducing FAN, the Forage Africa Network to strengthen 
collaboration between forage scientists in Africa. 
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